














=) 





{HOLLYWOOD 











SCREEN-STAGE-RADIO| 





BROADWAY 











ARIETY 


PRICE 





Published Weekly at 164 West 46th St.. New York, N. ¥., by Variety, Inc. Annua! subscription, $6. 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1906, at the Post Office at New York, 


COPYRIGHT, 1931, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS 


N. ¥.. under the act of March 3, 1873 


RESERVED 


Single copies, 15 cents, 








VOL. 105 No. 2 


NEW YORK, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1931 


56 PAGES 








SONGWRITERS ON STRIKE? 


+ 





Television Men Think Depression 
Time for Novelty—Sept. Home Sets 








That depressive times afford the 
best opportunity to interest the 
public in a novelty is the psychol- 
ogy of the ether-picture scientists, 
who count upon television becoming 
a 1932 reality. The financial bot- 
tom will have to drop out of the 
world before the American electric 
companies will abandon their plans, 
it is declared. 

Materialization from 200 exper- 
imental receiving sets at the first 
of the year until mass production 


of 4,000 sets per day is reached at 
the end of the year is the schedule 
for the new year. While television 
experts have been squeamish about 
making more than broad predic- 
tions and general statements, the 
highest in the ether field now say 
this: 

A vaudeville act of three and four 
people will be transmitted with ex- 
cellent clarity by next September. 

Amplified, this means that a legit- 
imate play, with an average sized 
cast, can have its highlights or a 
full hearing enacted in the home. 
The present conception of tele- 
vision, by the small percentage of 
people who have witnessed demon- 
strations, will be as antiquated as 
the first Edison phonograph next 
fall. 

The Money End 

The necessary financial appro- 
priation to cover the New York 
City and Philadelphia home tele- 
vision areas has already been made 
by Radio Corporation of America, 
it is revealed. By autumn many 
other important sections of the 
country will be similarly eligible to 
have their pictures with sound. 

Bench models are now being test- 
ed by scientists. There will be 200 
of these, it is estimated. Of this 
number, the one proving the most 
economical and efficient will be the 
mold on which production will be 
based. It is figured that it will 
take from 30 to 90 days to complete 
the material necessary to start mass 
Production. 

Only the home is being consid- 
ered for 1932 television. The the- 
atre end does not concern the tele 
men right now. 

Further reports are that RCA is 
building up for a big push on tele- 
vision. This idea is said to include 
televising from a studio in the Em- 
pire State Building. 





At 70, Quits Teaching 
Kaydets How to Dance 


Milwaukee, Dec. 21, 
Tron Hat Rudy Vizay has given up 
his job as traveling secretary for 


. the Milwaukee ball club, and will 


also resign his spring job of teach- 
ing West Point Kaydets the intrica- 
cles of the dance. 


Rudy is 76 years young and wants 
Some fun far away from prima 


donna ball players and stumbling 
feet, 





MORE CONEY ISLANDNESS 


Double Feature for 15 Cents on 42a 
Street—The Lyric 

What Broadway lacked in acquir- 
ing a completion in the direction of 
its Coney Islandness has been 
handed to it. It comes on 42nd 
street, the l15c double featuring 
Lyric. 

Heretofore the low for two fea- 
ture pictures to one show was the 
two bit limit, at least for Broadway. 


AD CAMPAIGN 
TO OFFSET 
SLUMP 


An undercover but active pub- 
licity campaign against the national 
depression was launched in New 
York yesterday (Monday) by a spe- 
cial committee appointed by the 
Association of National Advertisers. 

Carl Byor is in charge of the spe- 
cial p.a. job and has taken an entire 
floor at a New York hotel to be 
used as offices. Byor worked with 
George Creel in Washington on the 
government’s war campaign in 1917, 
and will now use the same methods 
to kill pessimism. 

















Capone’s Armored Car 
Displayed—10c a Peek 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Carl Felger, theatrical promoter, 
ran afoul of the law when attempt- 
ing to exhibit Al Capone’s armored 
car in South Bend at 10¢ a peak. 
Indiana state law prohibits the 
ownership or exhibition of armored 
cars except by banks and express 
companies, 

Felger set up his show in a vacant 
downtown salesroom, advertising 
‘See the $50,000 Killer Car.’ Said 
he bought the buggy from one of 
Capone’s men, but admitted the Big 
Fellow only paid $22,000 for it. 

Police confiscated the machine, 


Social Lookers Hooked [n 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Buzz Bainbridge has the society 
gals of the town, members of the 
Junior League, selling tickets for 
his dramatic stock at the Shubert. 
The leasue is in partnership with 
Bainbridge for the entire month of 
February, sharing in all grosses 
above a stipulated amount. 

Most of the girls are lookers and 
plenty of tickets are being sold, 

















DISAGREE WITH 
ALL PUBLISHERS 


New Association of Song- 
smiths Making Impossible 
Demands, Say Music Pub- 
lishers—Composers Claim 
$2,000 Now Biggest Re- 
turn for Hit 


——_——- 


NO-SONG VACATION 








A sad poverty cry in one verse 
and two choruses is the musical 
background for the songwriters’ 
current battle with the music pub- 
lishers, through their respective as- 
sociations, the lately formed Song 
Writers’ Protective Ass’n. and Mu- 
sic Publishers’ Protective Ass’n. The 
same composition may be used as 
the theme song in a composers’ 
mass strike aga:nst the publishers, 
if that currently talked of boycott 
develops. No line on how the pub- 
lic might take the no-song vaca- 
tion. 


Composers claim they're now ex- 
tremely lucky if an average hit 
song nets $2,000 for the writer. As 
there is almost always more than one 
author to every popular musical com- 


(Continued on page 52) 


Society Matrons on 
Commercial Airings 
“Just for Publicity’ 


First commercial to use various 
society women on its broadcasts 
will be Linit. All 400 femmes used 
on the programs will work gratis. 

Linit starts this series, after being 
off the air for some months, on 
CBS Jan. 4. It will be the third 
different type of program make-up 
sponsored by this commercial. Linit 
will be on CBS 15 minutes nightly 
five times a week. 

Some of the _ society notables | 
scheduled to appear on 








these | 
broadcasts are Mrs. Frank Hender- | 
son, Mrs. Jerome Napoleon Bona- | 
parte, Colette D’Arville and Lady | 
Wilkins, wife of Sir Hubert Wil- 
kins. 

Margaret Santrey, former sobbie, 
will interview the society women, 
as well as stage and literary femme 
names. Barbara Maurel, with a male 
quartet and an 1-piece orchestra 
led by Frank Ventree complete tal- 
ent engaged. 

Broadcasts will be called the 
‘Rath Club.’ Reported that none of 
the blue blood femmes will endorse 
the advertiser's product during the 
programs, 

It is said that the majority of the 
society matrons who will be used 
on these broadcasts, are appearing 
before the mike for no monetary 
compensation, willing to do it for 








the publicity. 








Renting Apartments for New Year's 
Parties, a Coast Gag Flown East 





PILCER’S PURPLE RIBBON 


in France Deco- 
French Order 





American Actor 
rated With 





Paris, Dec. 8, 

Harry Pilcer, American, for years 
on the Continent, has been deco- 
rated with the educational order of 
Academie. It entitles him to wear 
a purple buttonhcle decoration. 

Pilecer, besides acting, has a rep 
for doing a lot of work for char- 
ity, 


NEWARK LEADS 
ALL CITIES 
FOR VAUDE 


Newark, Dec. 21, 

Starting Christmas Day, when 
Warner Bros. opens two stage show 
houses, making five all together, and 
all downtown, Newark will be the 
most stage-showed town in Amer- 
ica. In direct contrast is Pittsburgh 
with around 670,000 people and not 
a single variety house. This town, 
with five variety theatres, has a 
population of 450,000. 

While other cities of equal or 
larger size are clamoring for at 
least one stage show, Newark is an- 
ticipating a stiff theatre battle that 
may indicate an over-supply. 

Warners is moving into the Bran- 
ford with Fanchon & Marco units 
and the Mosque with eight acts, 
both commencing Xmas, They'll go 
directly up against the Paramount 
(Publix), State (Loew's) and Proc- 
tor’s (RKO), all playing vaudeville 

(Continued on page 55) 











Drop in Divorce Cases 
Saddens Chi Lawyers 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Depression has hit the marriage | 
mart here hard. Once one of the 
softest divorce spots in the country, 
Chicago has fallen behind Reno and 
other towns. 

Of the flock of divorce lawyers 
who once reaped tidy harvests here, 
only a straggling few remain—and 
they’re complaining. One ex-knot 
splitter is now running a handbook, 
while another is turning to literary 





fields. Others have dropped out en- 
tirely. 

Statistics for 1931 show only 
4,286 divorces compared to 5,650 


last year. For the same period mar- 
riage licenses fell from 37,181 to 
$1,754. Hard times account for ali- 
mony payments this year of $482,- 


Apartments for rent for New 
Year’s parties. It’s the Los An- 
geles gag except that it’s houses out 
there, 

Several New York real estate and 
rental offices have addresses on 
tap for celebratron purposes. In 
Greenwich Village several realty 
offices have signs in their windows 
featuring the idea. 

One agent is offering eight fur- 
nished rooms at $75 for the night. 
Neo noise limitation is guaranteed. 
Renter, however, has to put up a 
deposit for possible damage to fur- 
niture or fixtures. But some land- 
lords are even waiving the damage 
offset. In several cases restaurant 
and bootlegging facilities are added 
for a small additional charge. 

Renters figure the scheme a nat- 
ural because of the money saving 
angle.- People desiring to give par- 
ties, but not wanting to go on the 
nut too heavily in a speakeasy or 
restaurant, will go for the apart- 
ment angle, they say. Also, it al- 
lows more freedom for less cash. 

While most of the apartments- 
for-a-night are being dedicated to 
New Year's parties, the idea may 
branch out into a regular thing. 


TACOMA’S MAIN STREET 
THEATRES FOR STORES 


Tacoma, Dec. 21. 

Fox-West Coast's Colonial theatre, 
on the city’s main street, will be 
converted into an office building, 
with stores on the grouné floor. 

Seldom does a town see a conver- 
sion of a theatre into something else 
on its principal business thorough- 
fare. Reverse is the usual. Con- 
verted theatres are most often found 
on side streets or in neighborhoods. 


Ford’s Air Hour? 


The new model and named car 
proposed by the Ford factory, and 
long reported on the way, if coming 




















167, against $653,479 in 7930. 


out will take a radio hour. The 
broadcasting may be employed 
three times weekly. 

The Ford hour, should it eventu- 
late, will be the most costly of all 
air hours, it is claimed. Name of 


the rumored new auto is supposed 
to be the Edison. 


Less Cheer 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Picture executives and stars are 
receiving letters from Chryson’s, 
one of the largest printing offices 
in the city, advising them that un- 
less rush orders for Xmas greetings 
are received at once it will be nec- 
essary to lay off 10 printers and 
engravers. 

Printers declare that the stars are 
averaging about $150 for holiday 
greetings this season, where last 
year individual orders ran into the 
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Matter of ‘Radio City’ Title Brings 
Out Over Office-Spacing by RCA 





Opposition to the building of what 
was popularity titled Radio City, is 
abundant. Instead, however, 
ealling off construction the promo- 
ters actually concerned are hasten- 
ing it. The City, it is said, must be 
ready for occupancy by 1935 or else 
millions of dollars in signed leases 
will be void. It is expected to open 
its theatres on the site around Jan. 
ist, 1933. 

Radio Corporation of America and 
its subsidiaries, on the line for l,- 
000,000 feet of floor space in the 
‘city,’ arc admittedly concerned. It 
is admitted inside that RCA would 
erack out of the commitment this 
week, if such were possible. 

Owners of one of the city’s tallest 
skyscrapers on Lexington avenue, 
RCA’s plans of inflation in 1928 
when the ‘city’ development realized 
its inception, are now such that its 
entire interests currently wouldn't 
begin to fill its own building. 

Too Much Space 


Instead of expanding so that its 
overflow could be accommodated by 
the ‘city,’ RCA concedes that today 
with curtailment of plans and cut- 
ting down of personnel would not 
begin to fill its own building, let 
alone all of the property in which 
it has leased space in Radio City. 

RCA Photophone interests on 5th 
avenue, picture interests in the 
Bond and Pathe buildings, property 
in New Jersey and California—all 
of these enter into the RCA picture 
which is said to be one of immense 
over-officing. 

Prosperity must be greater than 
in 1928 for RCA, it is emphasized 
within, if radio is to fulfill prophe- 
cies made when the ‘city’ idea was 
hot. 


of 


About ‘Radio City’ 


That Radio during the past week 
has been one of the most persistent 
of the opponents to construction of 
the ‘city’ at this time is openly be- 
ing reported as the reason for 
Rockefeller interests getting to- 
gether and minimizing RCA’s actual 
publicity status with the venture. 

Inside electric circles, Monday, 
denied this report. They claimed 
that the title ‘Radio City’ was never 
official; that the New York news- 
papers, themselves, took the respon- 
sibiiity of prematurely baptizing the 
embryonic infant municipality. The 
dailies yesterday printed a _ story 
intimating ‘Rockefeller City’ might 
be substituted for Radio City. 





Young Rapf’s Idea 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Home from Stanford for the holi- 
days, Maurice Rapf, Harry Rapf’s 
son, submitted a story idea to Metro 
and was immediately assigned to 
collaborate on it with Harvey Gates. 

Picture is titled ‘Kid Brother’ and 
wil) be used for Jackie Cooper and 
Robert Montgomery. 


LEE-LYON-BUZZELL 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Forced out of her comeback pic- 
ture at Columbia ‘Zelda Marsh,’ to 
make way for Barbara Stanwyck, 
Lila Lee will instead be given an 
untitled prizefight story with Ben 
Lyon. 

Eddie Buzzell makes his director- 
jal debut with this film. 


=> 


RADIO BORROWS TAUROG 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Radio has borrowed Norman Tau- 
rog from Paramount to direct one 
picture. Film is untitled. 
Taurog is the fourth Par 
borrowed by David Selznick. 








man 


NOVEL FOR ANN HARDING 

Pathe has purchased ‘Westward 
Passage,’ novel by Margaret Ayer 
Barnes. 

Ann Harding will star. 








Extend Kosloff’s Contract 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Boris Kosloff, who plays the 
monster in ‘Frankenstein,’ has had 
his contract extended by Universal. 











THE SUNSET IS ONLY 
THE WAY TO ANOTHER 
SUNRISE 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 


31 Style 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Studio boss was interview- 
ing a prospective employee. 
‘All right,’ he said, ‘we'll sign 
you at $600 a week—but that’s 








| without the cut.’ 





JUNE IS GOING HOME; 
WORK AND DIVORCE 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Having received no picture of- 
fers, Lady June Inverclyde expects 
to return to London in January for 
a stage engagement and visit her 
ex-husband to gain his consent to 
divorce her under English laws, 

Lady Inverclyde divorced her 
husband at Reno, but was informed 
that if she married Lothar Mendez, 
director, to whom she is now en- 
gaged, she would be considered a 


rested if returning to Engiand. 
The London stage offer is 
to come from Lorillard. 


Honeymoon Studio 


Hollywood,’ Dec. 21. 
Jack Gallagher has bought a par- 
cel on Lankershim Boulevard, about 
three miles beyond Universal City, 
where he intends construction of a 
two stage indie leasing studio. 
Work will start next month. 

First tenant will be Fanchon 
Royer, producing for Sonoart, but 
GaNagher also expects to start an 
indie unit of his own. 

It may be a honeymoon studio, as 
Miss Reyer and Gallagher plan on 
teaming all the way through, with 
the wedding some time in January. 

Sonoart has contracted for the 


ducing. Deal was arranged by 
George Weeks after looking over 
the first, ‘Gangway,’ which title is 
being changed to ‘The Devil on 
Deck. 


$25,000 for ‘Cynara’. 


One of the highest figures paid in 
some time for picture rights to a 
Broadway play is the $25,000 Sam 





| Goldwyn bid te obtain ‘Cynara,’ cur- 
j rent at the Morosco, 


New York. 
Price went to that mark, it is un- 
derstood, with Paramount strongiy 
contending for the rights. 

Goldwyn's intention is to star 
Ronald Colman in the screen ver- 
sion. 





Masseys for Par 


Raymond Massey and Adrianne 
Allen, British actors, have been 
taken by Paramount: Massey was 
recently starred in Norman Bel 
Geddes’ ‘Hamlet’ on Broadway and 
Miss Allen (Mrs. Massey) is cur- 
rently featured in ‘Cynara’ at the 
Morosco. 

Massey leaves for the ccast the 
first week in January, but Miss Al- 
len won't join him until ‘Cynara’ 
closes in New York. 





Joe Brandt’s Vacation 


Joe Brandt’s annual trip this year 
will be to Cuba, Porto Rico and 
Central America. He left Friday 
(18). 

Mrs. Brandt and a son, Jerry, are 
along on the four weeks vacation. 





Del Rio-Cortez Team 
Hollywood, Dee. 21. 

Dolores del Rio and Ricardo Cor- 
tez will be together in ‘Wine and 
Blood’ at Radio. Miss del Rio will 
first do ‘Bird of Paradise.’ 

It’s along the Metro idea of team- 
ing ‘name’ people. 


Another Quillan 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Marie Quillan, sister of Eddie, 
gets the lead in Pathe’s ‘Montana 
Rides.’ 
The Tom Keene 
Monday. 





western starts 





Cawthorne-Murray Exercised 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Options of Joseph Cawthorne and 
Ken Murray have been taken up by 














Radio. 





bigamist under British law and ar- | 


said | 


six pictures Fanchon Royer is pro- | 


in “Earl Carroll Vanities.’ 

Mr. Rowland Field in the Brook- 
lyn “Times” said: “The high spot of 
Earl Carroll's Vanities is in my 
opinion the xylophone dance by that 
competent clown Will Mahoney.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 





Lightner’s Last 





Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

With the return to popularity of 
musical pictures apparently just a 
song writers’ castle in the air, War- 
ners has decided to unload Winnie 
Lightner. Actress leaves that stu- 
dio after her next picture, ‘Eight to 
Five.’ 

Miss Lightner came to Warners 
two and a half years ago and was 
one of the studio’s biggest musical 
stars. Of late she has been doing 
comedies sans music. She will free 
lance. 





Young Leaving Par 


Dec. 21. 

Felix Young, associate Paramount 
producer, departs Jan. 1 from that 
studio. He produced. ‘Husband's 
Holiday.’ 

On the same date Mel Shaure, 
former head of Par's foreign de- 
partment, and. for the past two 
months a supervisor here, becomes 
assistant to Louis B. Lighton, an- 
other associate producer, 


Hollywood, 





Court Tosses Ancient 
McAvoy Salary Suit 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 
Despite the protest of Attorney 





Neil S. McCarthy that May Mc- 
Avoy’s suit against Madison Pro- 
ductions, Inc., had been stalled for 





seven years by out-of-court nego- 
tiations, and an agreement to have 
it arbitrated by the Academy, a dis- 
missal was obtained for the Madi- 
son company on grounds it had not 
been brought to trial. 

Suit was for a disputed week’s 
pay, $1,750, during the production of 
‘Tarnish’ early in 1924, Miss Mc- 
Avoy claimed a start-to-finish con- 
tract. Madison Productions an- 
swered that she had been signed 
for exclusive services, and took a 
week out to work for Warner 
Brothers. 








BILLIE DOVE’S YULE REST 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Billie Dove leaves here Christmas 
night for New York. She is going 
east with her mother, Mrs. Betty 
Pohny, who will sail Jan. 6 for Eu- 
rope on the Europa. 

Miss Dove will stay in New York 
a few days and then return here. 
Her contract with Howard Hughes 
calls for more pictures but with 
no stories in sight at this time. 





SAILINGS 


Dec. 30 (Paris to New 
Carlton Brothers (Olympic). 

Dec. 29 (Bremen to New 
Fanchon (Europa). 

Dec. 19 (New York to West In- 
dies) William C. Shepherd, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jos. Brandt, Mrs. Joe Leblang 
(Columbus). 

Dec. 19 (London to New York), 
Television Baird and bride (Baltic). 

Dec. 17 (Paris to New York), Joe 
De Young, Douglas’ Fairbanks, 
Lewis Milestone, Robert Benchley, 
Lawrence Wolf, Argentina (Bre- 
men). 

Dee. 16 (London to New York) 
Walter Hutchinson (Aquitania). 


York), 


York) 








New Low 


Paramounts’ phone number 
will change Jan. 1 from Chick- 
ering 4-7050 to Chickering 
4-7040. 

Net loss of 10 and a new low. 











Texas’ Independents’ 
Ist Year Shows Profit; 
Still Cold on Allied 


Dallas, Dec. 21. 

Texas Theatre Owners’ Protective 
Assn. is closing its first year, with 
a profit of $1,350. Organization, 
hatched last December as opposish 
to Texas Allied, has gained consid- 
impetus since, corraling 338 
members with representation in 165 
towns. Making it largest indie fac- 
tion in this state. Started with 
membership of around 75. 

What put TOPA over with the 
exhibs principally was its success- 
ful fight against theatre legislation 
in Texas this year. 

Some are of opinion that the im- 
pending Washington cloud may help 
to heal the indie split in Texas. 
Hoover's frank proposal to tag the 
box office and the hanging Brook- 
hart bill have both factions passing 
resolutions, 


Hish Speed Edgar 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Edgar Wallace, the demon type- 
writer, has only been at Radio 10 
days, but. already is polishing up 
his second script and has his third 
skeletonized. 

Wallace spent just one day on his 
first adaptation, which is now being 
read, and promises production heads 
one a week, if necessary, while here 
until February when his contract 
expires. Local supposition points to 
the Wallace trunk as the source of 
this speed. 


RUTH CHATTERTON’S. PLAY 


Report of Returns to Legit Next 
Season — 


erable 








Ruth Chatterton is plotting a legit 
return for early next season. She 
had bought the American rights to 
‘Counsel’s Opinion,’ a London play, 
with the idea of producing it in New 
York with herself starring. 

Gilbert Miller had an option on 
the play for a while, but dropped it. 


1 of 2 Yarns for Last 
On Garbo’s M-G Contract 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

If preparing two pictures at 
Metro for Greta Garbo, it’s a tossup 
as to her final film under the exist- 
ing contract. 

The stories are ‘Black Oxen’ and 
'‘As You Desire Me,’ the Luigi Pir- 
endello play, from which choice will 
be made. 








Bertensson Scouting 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Dr. Serge Bertensson, for three 
years story editor at United Artists 
and now enroute to Berlin, will con- 
tinue his story-scouting from the 
German capital. 

Coming over here originally with 
the Moscow Art company as art 
director, he stayed on at UA, but 
with his Russian visas finally ex- 
piring he was forced to leave this 
country. 





Phone Temperament 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Because Harry Cohn sent him a 
bill for eight personal telephone 
calls, J. G. Bachman, associate pro- 
ducer at Columbia, quit Friday (18) 
after only two weeks on the lot. 

Bachman typifies the incident as 
‘a clash of personalities.’ 





Negri Better 
Hollywood, Dee. 21. 

Poli Negri, who underwent an ap- 
pendix operation last Wednesday 
(16) and had reached a critical con- 
dition, reported resting comfortably 
at Santa Monica Hospital Monday 
(yesterday) afternoon. 
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——_—— 


Women's Societies Seeking to 
Dominate Films—Critical Samples 


——$$_______. 


Domination of the American screen 
from, the critical point. of. view is 
actually being attempted by wom 
en's (organizations and= other 
bodies representing already nearly 
half of the U. S. population. Tele- 
phone, radio, letter and pamphlet are 
now being used to disseminate pre- 
view picture opinions to members, 

Pamphlets containing the opin- 
ions of these women reviewers 
are monthly being placed in 
hands of executives and spokes: 
for 10 such organizations, 
Which, the General Federation 
Women’s Clubs, alone has an 
leged membership -of 30,000,000. 

In at least 1,000 communities 
throughout the country local repre- 
sentatives each month read the opin- 
ions over the telephone to 1) influ- 
ential persons in their jurisdiction. 
These, in turn, pass the word on 
others. 

There are 10 radio stations which 
at various times during each month 
broadcast the contents of feminine 
organization picture opinion. 

Where there were seven organiza: 
tions at the start recently there has 
been admitted three others which 
now make educational and sectarian 
coverage complete. These three are: 
Protestant Laymen, Association of 
New England Women and the Na- 
tional Council of Jewish Women. 

The climactic move in the Ameri- 
can. women critic campaign ex- 
pected to be realized shortly. ‘This 
is being brought about by efforts to 
get out one publication of all re- 
views monthly, rather than the 10 
separate pamphlets which are now 
being used. This, it is pointed out, 
will cement into one tremendous 
factor for influence wielding the pic- 
ture mindedness of the American 
fireside. ; 

That the effort also is to top news- 
papers, magazines and otharperiodi- 
cals in controlling the picture bar- 
ometer is admitted. 

Already, however, there isa frank- 
ness and bluntness not to 
erally found in even. the 
professional publication. 
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Reviews 

Where the National Federation of 
Catholic Alumnae is generally kind 
to almost everything that comes 
along, the most powerful organiza- 
tion in the group, General] IFedera- 
tion, is the most exacting. As an 
instance: ‘ 

‘The Champ,’ which was figured 
professionally for the kids as well, 
is described in General's review: 

‘This is not a picture for children; 
the background is too sordid and 
emotions too deeply stirred to make 
it wholesome for the young.’ 

‘Bad Company’ is branded as ‘a 
pointless story with feeble dialog.’ 

‘Corsair’ rates this: ‘The whole 
thing seems rather foolish and child- 
ish and, as frequently happens, we 
question the intelligence back of 
making a film of this kind.” 

‘Frankenstcin’ is generally panned 
with the concluding observation: 
‘Entertainment a matter of taste.’ 

‘The Cuban Love Song’ is blamed 
for its ‘many inconsistencies.’ 

‘Girls About Town’ is described: 
‘—the questionable treatment of the 
moral situations will fail to enter- 
tain discriminating people’ 

‘Her Majesty, Love,’ is also up on 
‘unquestionable ethics’ charges, 

‘Morals for Women’ is another one 
where the intelligence of the pro- 


‘ducer is queried. 


‘Once A Lady’ is described as pos- 
sessing a sordid theme. 

‘Ruling Voice’ is held ‘question- 
able for immature minds.’ 

‘Strictly Dishonorable’ is accused 
of having a ‘weak story.’ 

‘The Age for Love’ draws this: 
‘The title doesn’t mean anything.’ 

In the same resume of General 
reviews under ‘The Season’s Greet- 
ings’ this paragraph is contained: 

“To be content at this year’s end 
with what has been accomplished is 
good. To be stirred with a discon- 
tent that will send us into the New 
Year to work together for even 
greater results is still better.” 


‘MENDEL’ ADDITIONS 


Aline MacMahon, from legit, and 
Anne Appel, of the Yiddish stage, 
have both been engaged by Warner 
Bros. in New York. They leave for 
Hollywood next week for parts in 
Smith and Dale’s ‘Mendel, Inc.’ 

Miss Appel is a name in the Yi 
dish theatre, but practically un- 
known elsewhere. Shell play 4 





mother in the talker. 
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U WOULD PEEK 
IN AUTHORS 
TRUNKS 


Universal is requesting all mem- 
bers of the Authors League to sub- 
mit manuscripts which the writers 
figure have merit but which they 
have never been able to move from 
the trunk, 

In a letter bearing Carl Laemmle's 
signature this made 
by Universal: 

‘It is in the nature of things that 
an author should be partial to one 
of his story creations above all 
others—and I believe it is in the 
nature of things that I should be in- 
terested in knowing which one it is. 

‘I would like to hear about that 
story, learn whether the film rights 
are for sale and discuss its picture 
possibilities with you.’ 

The authors are dubious about 
the offer, figuring that what every 
one else has turned down can, at 
the most, bring little more than a 
bargain price. 

From indications, U will probably 
be swamped with rejected manu- 
scripts. 





observation is 


Wheeler-Woolsey Will 
Trip Over the Orient 
While Depresh Is On 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Forgetting salary cuts and de- 
presh while watching the Orient is 
the Wheeler and Woolsey idea. 
They are now on their final talker, 
‘Girl Crazy’ for Radio Pictures. It 
is said the comedy team refused to 
accept a slice in their salary from 
the studio. 

Travelling over new territory for 
them, Bert and Bob believe they 
can have a nice time, see the scen- 
ery and pick up a little overhead if 
nothing else by making personal ap- 
pearances in the foreign picture 
houses. They may take a camera- 
man along for current scenes for 
future films. 

When returning home the screen's 
funny fellows expect to find their 
regular salary offer once again. 


‘No Parking’ Ordinances 
Marcon 1,000 Fox Autos 


Hollywood, Dec. 21, 

With all Fox production to be 
concentrated at Movietone City 
after Jan. 1, studio employees find 
themselves up against a stiff auto 
parking proposition. 

City fire ordinances prohibit the 
parking of cars on this lot. In addi- 
tion, there is a neighborhood ordi- 
nance banning the establishment of 
Parking parks anywhere in that sec- 
tion. And the studio is about a mile 
from the car line, 

It is estimated that about 1,000 
cars will require. space when the 
complete staff moves out to West- 
wood. 

















Mob Looks Up 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
ht improvement in production 
activity last week with 27 features 


Slig 


busy. Extras averaged 586 jobs a 
day, better than the four month 
low of the week before, but not 
Zood, 

Thursday (17) had 761 extras 


W orking., 


Biggest set that day was 
a boat 


scene for ‘First Cabin’ at 
Fox, using 90, while top of the week 
was Monday's crowd at 143. in a 
Parisian art gallery at Metro for 
‘Arsene Lupin.’ Next day at Metro 


Al Santell had 114 in a church scene 
tor 


‘Polly of the Circus.’ 
"ome 28 features continuing this | 
week and there's & possi iilitvy of 
tive n ' 


lew starters, 








Non-Publicity Dinner 





Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

About 2,000 picture oild- 
timers, including eastern peo- 
ple with no family on the 
Coast, will have Christmas 
dinner together as guests of 
one of the big studios. This 
is the sixth year such a din- 
ner has been given by the 
studio, but newspapers have 
never been tipped off, and stu- 
dio officials insist that no pub- 
licity of any kind be given the 
occasion, 

These annual affairs were 
originated by an executive, 
now dead, and continuation of 
the custom has the added 
timent of being a memorial 

Invitations are 
dinner with lists prepared by 
the MP Relief Fund and vari- 
ous picture organizations, 


M-G FICM WILL 
KID PICTURES 


Culver City, Dec. 21. 


sen- 


issued to the 














What to do with shelved mu- 
sicals is being tried by Metro, 
which hopes the salvaging of the 


costly ‘March of Time’ is possible. 

Excerpts from the two-year-old 
problem wil! be used as examples of 
elaborate quickie production in ‘It's 
Gotta Be Big’ (M-G), an industry- 
kidding story being prepared by 
Ralph Spence and Robert Hopkins. 
The musical’s scenes will be foisted 
off as inside versions of rushes, 
previews, etc. 

Jimmie Durante probably goes in 
as the quickie producer and Char- 


lotte Greenwood as the. screen- 
struck wife of a Texas oil king. 
Chuck Reisner will direct. 





THREE FREE FILM MEN 
HEADING EAST IN JAN. 


Hollywood, Dec. 31. 

Among the picture men who will 
pay New York a visit in January 
are Ernst Lubitsch, William De- 
Mille and Louis Sarecky. 

Lubitsch is completing his Para- 
mount contract after ‘One Hour 
With You,’ whick he is supervising 
and partially directing. He says he 
has received three offers to direct 
stage musicals but will not decide 
until reaching New York. Director 
intimated his salary would be more 
than that paid him for picture work, 
a new situation for film meggers, if 
authoritative. 

DeMille is cutting ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ at Paramount. He will look 
for his next story among current 
Broadway plays. 

Sareckv, who is leaving his asso- 
ciate producer job at Radio, goes 
east on vacation, possibly going on 
to Europe. He leaves here the firs* 
week in January. 


WB Figures George Brent 
As Opposition for Gable 


Holiywood, Dec. 21. 

George Brent, freelance player, 
has been given a contract by War- 
ners’ studio figuring on building 
him into opposition to Clark Ga- 
ble. There is a resemblance be- 
tween the two men. 

Brent's first assignment will be 
in ‘So Big.’ the dialog version of 
the Edna Ferber story in which 
Barbara Stanwyck has the role 


originally played by Colleen Moore. 


. jafter personal details which the 
SETTLING OUTSIDE prey cote oe gy ag~ 

Charles Sterrett, new Paramount | writers feel it nothing is on the 
player, and M. S. Bentham, age: | level and if it is, who cares? The 
will settle their commission dif- | boys are also far behind when it 
ferences out of court. comes to the social business. They 

Sterrett is under a five-year con-/just wont 40 rr those femme 
tract to Bentham | gatherings j 
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Cooper’s Lowdown 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Meeting a newspaperman in 
the Metro lunchroom several 





BUDGET FOR Wd 


Conservative 
Films’ Coast Talent Pay- 
roll—Will Drop from 24 
to $19,000,000 Next Year 
—Mechanical Forces Also 


Estimate of | 


months ago, Jackie Cooper was 
first told who the man was and 
how to act. 

Recently he the editor 
again and asked by the 
latter if he remembered him. 

‘Sure,’ said the kid; ‘you're 
a newspaperman and I've got 
to be careful what I say.’ 


met 
was 














May Contribute | Hollywood Tries 


NEW LOW TERMS 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Hollywood 1932 pay envelopes 
will contain about $5,000,000 less 
than as of 1931. 

This is a conservative estimate 
on the basis of present salary cuts 
and the intention of producers to 
‘readjust’ telephone figures of play- 
ers and directors on the signing of 
option contracts during the next 12 
months. 

Studio payroll for its talent, of- 
fice forces and departmental heads, 
the chief cuntributors to economy 
in the present drive, was around 
$24,000,000 in 1931. If production 
should be nearly as heavy next year 
as this the salary lists will not 
reach the $20,000,000 mark. Plus 
this drop is @lso another million or 
so clipped off via wage cuts in 
some spots for mechanical forces, 
although to date these not 
been severe because of union agree- 
ments. 


have 


Cheap Replacements 
slices inte:.ded for contract play- 
ers at expiration of current agree- 


ments will run around 30%, and in 
some cases even 50%, while many 


big salaried people will be replaced 


by other players getting 75% less 
money. 

The readjustment bringing pic- 
ture salaries to lower level is seen 


in every new contract drawn or re- 
newed. Only in cases of the low 
salaried player, or director, is the 
raise called for in the agreement 
passed. In other and most cases the 
player either signs at a reduced fig- 
ure, the same amount or not at all. 


8-BALL HIDES 
MALE FANNERS 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. 
Males are behind the eight-sphere 





as news gatherers for fan maga- 
zines and newspaper syndicates. 
Magazines claim the femme chat- 


terers gather more gossip in a day 
than the men catch in months. 

For this reason there are only 12 
male fan writers in town against 
some 60 femme chatterers. Of the 
men only five draw a regular salary, 
the rest free lance. 

Ike St. John, Harry Lang, Walter 
Ramsey, Jay Strauss and Hal Howe 
are the regular lads. Herb 
Howe, Jack Grant and Hale Horton 
rank top among the free-lancers. 


Wrong But Interesting 


salary 


Publications find that while the 
femme chatterers may be as often 
wrong as right in their writings, 
they have a better slant on the 
femme angle. And as the mags’ 
reader interest is 85% femme, that’s 
that. 

Too, the girls dig up more spicy 
stuff than the men. What the men 


get along that line can’t be printed, 


and they can't be annoyed with the 
trite items which the girls make 


something of while concocting stuff 
that the men I 


won't bother over. 
In interviews the women, too, go 


To Turn Horror 
Into Monotony 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Holiywood free lance writers who 
haven't found story-selling so hot 
lately are now attempting to peddle 
their rarebit dreams to the studios. 
They're sure of getting by the 
portals when telling the keepers of 
the gate that they have a horror 
story in their bag of tricks. It’s 
because of ‘Frankenstein.’ All stu- 
dios are dusting off some of the 
buys of the past that went into 
oblivion when committees laughed 
at what looked like the impossible. 
Stories involving apes, a la ‘Mur- 
ders in the Rue Morgue,’ hypnotism 
and highly imaginative themes are 
now getting serious attention from 
editors and readers. 

D.T.’s an Asset 


It’s the first time the d.t.’s have 
become an asset in Hollywood, with 
ahe more sober writers regretting 
that they have followed the drier 
and narrower path. 

Paramount is currently consid- 
ering taking off the discard shelf 
its ‘R U R,’ while Metro’s ‘Freaks’ 
is getting a horror slant which at 
present calls for a trapeze per- 
former to be brutally mutilated by 
the assemblage of freaks so she 
must appear in the sideshow instead 
of under the big tent. Revenge for 
plotting to kill one of the midgets. 

One studio has a story under 
consideration that has three men 
sentenced to hang, of whom the one 
who can tell the most horrible story 
will be permitted to live. Studio 
will weld the three grewsome tales 
into one. 


AARON FOX IS AFTER 
| A RENO DIVORCE 


Reno, Dec. 21. 

When Aaron Fox stopped over 
here he stated it was with the ‘tn- 
tention of establishing a residence 
to procure a divorce, 

Aaron, a brother of William Fox, 
said he might start a theatrical ven- 
ture in Reno. 


Vallee and Metro 


Dec, 21. 











Holly wood, 


Rudy Vallee and Metro are flirt- 
ing for a feature talker. 

Ed Scheuing, Vallee’s personal 
rep, who came out here secretly 


for a couple of days, endeavored to 


get things under way. 

Vallee’s only feature talker, ‘Vag- 
abond Lover,’ was for Radio two 
years ago. He has done a number 
of shorts, but his performance in 


‘Scandals’ is reputedly bringing him 
to attention again for films. 


KERRIGAN ACTS AGAIN 
Hollywood, Dec. 21, 

J. M. Kerrigan, former half of a 

co-directing team at Fox, has turn- 

ed actor again and goes inzo 

Widow's Might’ (Fox). 

Raul Roulien, Brazilian ae 

the film. Fox is watch 


be e943 
Roulien to see if he can be built as 
personality. He previously 
‘Delicious.’ 

Sennett and Warner 
are the leads in ‘Might.’ 





i{so in 


a new 
did 


Joan Baxter 








RECORDING Al 
FILM CHATTE 
FOR SUITS 


Hollywood Dec. 21. 

Film attorneys have been keepeé 
ing their ears to radio loudspeakers 
since the recent ether popularity for 
dishing air dirt about Hollywood 
celebs. They’re looking for pose 
sible libel and to grab some 
clients. 


Basis 


suits 
for suits, according to the 
lawyers, are laws in California, New 
York, and other prohibiting 
use of names in advertising withe- 
out the consent of those mentioned, 


states, 


In case of straight news broade- 
casts on sustaining programs this 
is not involved, but where names 


are used in a regular entertainment 
hour sponsored by air advertiser, 
using names is called as unlicensed 
as putting them in a newspaper 
display ad. 

In some cases the barristers are 
recording the broadcasts but are 
finding a basis for libel suits vague. 
This because of stations’ own libel] 
check of air material. 

No litigation has been tried yet, 


but attorneys feel it won't be long 
before they can secure a test case, 
Hays office states it is also col- 


lecting material on air blurps cone 
cerning picture people with the ob- 
ject of laying the unfavorable 
microphone dirt before the Federal 
Radio Commission. 








From Paris to Hollywood 
For a Three-Day Part 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
For but three days’ work in the 
French ‘One Hour With You, Errst 


Ferny was brought over here fron 


Paris by Parameunt. French ac‘or 
arrived out here Dec. 9 and Ge- 
parted Thursday (17) for Paris to 


fil a stage engagement. 

His $500 advanced for transpor- 
tation expenses is about equal to 
the salary he received, Paramount 
couldn't find a Frenchman here who 
could make the part stand up with 
the rest of the cast, which includes 
Chevalier, Jearette MacDonald and 
Lily Damita. 


Fox Lets Johnson Go 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Joseph Johnson, W. R. Sheehan's 
contact man at Fox, carrying the 
title of general representative for 
the studio, has been turned loose. 
Johnson, a former N. Y. politician, 
has been at the Fox plant for about 
two vears, 
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Hughes East to Finance Circutt, 
Koerner in Charge, Sees Success 








Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 
Howard Hughes eastbound Sun- 
day (20) for financing conferences. 
Will be gone one month. Charles 
Koerner, formerly assisting in ope- 
ration of the Robb-Rowley houses, 


is temporarily in charge of the 


Hughes-Franklin circuit and _ is 


continuing unloading houses to their 
original owners. 

Harold Robb will probably waive 
payment on Robb-Rowley Texas 
chain temporarily and operate there 
for Hughes. Possible that Schultz, of 
the Kansas circuit, will handle the 
Hughes houses there temporarily, 
and Fred Macy is reported trying to 
make a deal for his 14 houses 
Hughes-Franklin had been operat- 
ing. 

Koerner believes he can reorgan- 
ize the H-F circuit and operate at 
a profit if Hughes advances another 
$250,000. He has made that propo- 
sition to Hughes. 

Following H, B. Franklin's walk- 
out on leadership of the Hughes- 
Franklin theatre chain, the board of 
directors accepted his resignation 
and began preparation to liquidate 
the 100 houses accumulated in the 
10 months of the circuit’s existence. 

Receivership 1s expected to solve 
the situation legally with original 
owners thus perhaps forced to take 
back their houses. Steps along this 
line may shortly be taken. 

Franklin, who had invested none 
of his own money in the comany, is 
said to have been called upon by 
Hughes to put in $400,000. Frank- 
lin’s resignation followed, accord- 
ing to the story. 

Home office letouts are Jeff Laza- 
rus, L. A. division manager; Rich- 
ard Dickson, purchasing agent, and 
the clerical help. Frank McDonell, 
H-F treasurer, is remaining. 

Possible legal action over Frank- 
lin’s five-year contract, which had 
four years to run, may be taken. 

Despite Franklin’s resignation, 
H-F is continuing construction on 


the Leimert Park and Whittier 
houses near Los Angeles, nearly 
completed. All construction on 


which contracts had not been let is 
off. 

In the year of H-F, Howard 
Hughes put something like $1,400,- 
000 into the circuit. Franklin had 
no money investment, operating 
only. Small indie chains were ac- 
quired over the southwestern and 
western parts of the country. 

Hughes recently was reported of- 
fering to let go of his equity in H-F 
for $400,000 to Fox West Coast, the 
deal being proffered through Harry 
Krvity, who figured in the original 
setup of H-F. Fox West Coast 
nixed it. 

Decentralization of the circuit 
may bring Franklin back in as 
owner of the Los Angeles division 
of H-F, if Hughes accepts an offer 
Franklin made him for the L. A. 
houses. Franklin proposed a deal 
that may give him a small local cir- 
cuit to back up the two Par delux- 
ers he is handling. 


SUNDAY MIDNITE SHOW 
NOT DRAWING SO WELL 


Allentown, Pa., Dec. 21. 

Trying to make hay at midnight 
before the new “lid-clamped-down” 
administration of Mayor-elect Fred 
E. Lewis goes into office in Janu- 
ary, Embassy here is giving mid- 
night shows Sunday nights after 12. 

Business has not been good and 
the price, has been cut to 40 
cents. 


$10 Counterfeit Bills 
Unloaded on Theatres 


Clinton, Ia., Dec. 21. 
Three spurious $10 gold certifi- 
cates went through the ticket win- 
dows of three local picture houses 
last week. 








Girl cashiers say a fairly well 
appearing individual visited the 
house about midway between a 


show, bought two tickets, tendered 
the $10 for payment, inquired as to 
time of next show starting and dis- 
appeared with tickets and change. 

Nothing as yet from merchants 
on the counterfeit $10 spot. 


PATHE DROPS 250 IN 
MOVE TO RADIO LOT 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Moving over to Radio on the 
week-end Pathe dropped about 250 
employees from the pay roll. Many 
minor department heads were 
sloughed, and the technical, cleri- 
cal and secretarial staffs were fur- 
ther reduced. 

Pathe studio goes dark for the 
first time since it was built by the 
late Tom Ince. 

In realignment of department 
heads and assistants between the 
two studios, Radio people have been 
given the preference. Phil Gersdorf 


MARCO IN CHARGE 
OF ROXY’S STAGE 


Los Angeles, Dec, 21. 
M. Marco is due in New York 
within a week for the especial pur- 
pose of taking immediate charge 
of the new stage policy at the Roxy. 
Marco will remain in New York 
long enough to get the Roxy stage 
shows with its new name policy and 
new production designs fully out- 
lined for several months in advance 

before trapsing back to the coast. 


The Roxy program looks like it 
will necessitate Marco’s closer at- 
tention and his coast-to-coast 


jumps more frequent. 


2D PUBLIX CUT 
ON SALARIES 





remains at Pathe a few days to 
clean up publicity matters and then 
goes to Radio as assistant to Don | 
Eddy. 


resigned Saturday (19) when offered 
a Radio unit managership. He'll 
stay on a few days to clean up his 
Pathe duties. 


JAZZ AT ROXY, 
GOES INTO PIT 





Roxy, Cathedral of the Cinema, 
once so dubbed sheds its traditional 
robes and goes jazz Jan. 1. The 
present symphonic pit band is to be 
repiaced by a jazz aggregation un- 
der Fred Waring, New Year’s Day. 

Waring will have some 60 musi- 
cians under his baton when he 
starts. This includes his present 


besides some 35 recruited from mu- 
sicians at large. 

Roxy symphony orchestra 
runs to around 70 pieces. It 
had as high as 120 pieces. 

Waring will receive over $6,000 
for his group and work as the pit 
band. The extra members are paid by 
the house. His contract is for eight 
weeks plus options. This jazz pit 
idea with name bands in the pit is 
one started by the Fox manage- 
ment under Harry Arthur and bap- 
tised for them at the Fox Brooklyn 
where Abe Lyman completes a 10- 
week stay currently. 

Success of Lyman at the Fox 
Brooklyn looks to have had its in- 
fluence on the Roxy. 


now 
has 





Estimate Rafferty Estate 
From $500,000 to Million 


Syracuse, Dec. 21. 

Estate of William F. Rafferty, 
Syracuse theatre promoter, realty 
operator and lawyer, who died two 
weeks ago, passes under the terms 
of his will to his widow, Mrs. Min- 
nie E. Rafferty, of this city. The 
testament, filed for probate here, 
names Mrs. Rafferty as executrix 
and empowers her to act without 
bond, 


Petition for probate gives the 
value of both personal and real 
property as ‘over $10,000,’ but the 
actual value will not be determined 
until an inventory is made, Inti- 
mates and associates estimate Raf- 
ferty left from $500,000 to $1,000,000. 

A pioneer picture house owner in 
Syracuse, Rafferty had amusement 
interests spread over the states of 
New York, New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania. 


Skouras in N. J.? 


Spyros Skouras may spread 
into New Jersey territory, 
houses under lease, it is 
Towns in mind not mentioned. 

So far Skouras is in only two N. J. 
towns, Newark and Paterson. 





out 
taking 
said. 





MANNY COHEN EAST 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Emanuel Cohen, Paramount's 
east-west man, left for New York 
last Thursday (17). He stuck around 
to loak at the finals of ‘Dr. Jekyll’ 
and ‘Ladies of the Big House.’ 
Cohen is due back here éarly in 





Sid Rogell, Pathe studio manager, | 


OVER 350 


Publix has decided on a 
salary cut, this time on all 
salaries over $50 weekly. 

Clip percentages are reported as 
5% from $50 to $100 weekly; 744% 
from $100 to $200, and 10% on*‘sal- 
laries over $200 a week, 

The first Publix salary cut 
\no distinction as to amount, 
jin all employees. 

A meeting of Publix division di- 
rectors and managers was held yes- 
terday and is continuing today 
(Tuesday). The Publix field men 
| were called into New York and ad- 
dressed by Sam Katz. Report 
that they were instructed the sec- 
ond cut is in the way of a request 
and to so inform their staffs. 

Publix is the theatre end of Par- 





second 
Publix 


made 
taking 


is 


amount. In connection with this 
Publix wage slice is a story that 
Paramount’s. distribution depart- 





aggregation of around 24 musicians | 


mark up 
its employees, if 
that already has not gone into ef- 
fect. 


Report Dubinskys 
Possible Operators 
Of Fox-Midland 65 


The Dubinsky brothers, of Kan- 
sas City, either independently or as 
partners with Publix, are possible 
future operators of the Fox Midland 
chain of about 65 houses through 
Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas and Mis- 
souri. The report is current and éf 
true would make the Dubinskys the 
most extensive managerial firm in 
the Kansas City zone. The Publix 
| Dubinsky group now includes around 
| 20 houses in eight Missouri and 
Kansas towns. Of the Midland chain 
53 spots are now open and 12 closed. 

While the Dubinskys are tied with 
Publix under a partnership deal 
placed into effect last summer, it is 
believed the brothers may take over 
the Fox Midland string on. their 
own. They recently displayed some 
interest in the Midland chain. Ed 
Dubinsky was in New York last 
week for a few days. 


ment in New York will 
j}another cut for 
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jallows Hammons 40% 


Await Gov't Bill Before Battling Tax: 
No States or Cities Forcing Surcharge 





HAMMONS-TIFF DEAL 
OPTION DUE IN SPRING 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 
in a statement here, 
W. Hammons is in- 


L. A. Young, 
reveals that FE. 


terested in Tiffany only to the ex- 
tent of having distribution of Tiff 
product. Young said Bill Saal is 


his representative and his jurisdic- 
tion over both the production sales 
of all Tiffany product. 

Hammons’ deal was for him to 
loan $500,000 to Tiff in return for 
which Educatioal was to obtain na- 
tional distribution of Tiffany films 
with jurisdiction over the 32 ex- 
The agreement with Tiff 
for handling 
new product and 20% for servicing 
pictures of previous seasons. Agree- 
for one year with cancella- 
tion renewal due in the 
according to Young. 

Grant Cook, formerly in charge of 
Tiff for Young, continues legal 
counsel for the latter, but no 
longer connected in any way with 
Tiffany. 

Young has varied interests here. 
He is owner of the L. A. Young 
Spring works and also of the L. A, 
Young Mfg. Co., which makes the 
Walter Hagen golf clubs. He was 
also a large stockholder in one of 
the big local banks, but sold a con- 
siderable part of his holdings before 
the financial slump. 


ment is 


or spring, 


as 


is 


COL. SALARIES 
SCISSOR JAN. 1 


Salary reductions 


oF OF 


ranging from 
5% to 25% become effective in Co- 
lumbia Jan. 1. Cut will extend 
throughout the organization, taking 
in the New York office and the 
Hollywood studio, exchanges, etc. 

Stars, directors and other con- 
tract people with Columbia will be 
asked to take the chop in view of 
the economical pressure. 

Minor help, earning up to $50, will 
be spared, company deciding to 
start the slash at that figure with 
a 5% reduction up to $100. 

Columbia will be the fourth na- 
tional producer-distributor to put 
through an organization salary re- 
duction program. Paramount was 
first, then came Universal and War- 
ner Bros. 





Censor Board Moves 


The New York Censorship Board 
is now installed in the new state 
building at 80 Centre street. It 
was located for years in the Cand- 
ler building on 42d street. 

Office suite includes two projec- 
tion rooms. 





U Drops Hobart-Summerville 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Universal has dropped Rose Ho- 
bart and Slim Summerville. Con- 
tracts expired. 








Paramount is dropping about 50 
minor employees Jan. 1 in an over- 
head pruning. 

Harry Cohn goes east right after 
the first when Columbia shuts down 


for several weeks, although the 
studio pause may be obviated de- 
spite the plant being ahead of its 
production schedule. Cohn denies 
any salary cuts are in effect but 
admits Col. has released about 60 
people, mostly from the technical 
departments. 

William Koenig says Warner's 
will carry its present skeleton crew 
into heavier production § shortly 
without adding anybody. 

At Universal, Carl Laemmle, Jr.., 
states that his company is behind 
schedule and may continue work 
through the previously contem- 
plated seven-week shutdown in or- 
der to finish the Tom Mix pictures 





the new year. 


for contracted release. 





Par Drops 50 on Coast Jan. 1, but 
WB Thru Pruning; U May Stay Open 





Rubens’ Take 2-Yr. P-P 
Notes in Payment of 
Guaranteed Par Stock 


Chicago, Dec. 21, 
Paramount has reached an adjust- 
ment for its guaranteed stock issued 
for the purchase of the Great States 
circuit in Illinois by taking over the 
stock in exchange for its own two 
year notes 


at 5% per annum. 
Amount involved in the Great 
States buy was around $1,000,000. 


Par had guaranteed its stock at 
$80 a share, due Jan. 2, next. The 
guarantee bore no interest. 

Principally interested on the sell- 
ers’ end were L. M. and J. J. 
Rubens. J. J. Rubens is now operat- 
ing the circuit, with other houses, 
for Publix 


Only the attitude of Federal 
Government on tax matters is now 
concerning the 


the 


film industry. It 
was authoritatively stated Monday 
that indications are that not a state 
or a city in the country will ime 
pose an admission tax of its own 
on picture boxoffices within itg 
jurisdiction, 

Film industry will not go to the 
mat on the tax question until the 
government has offered tangible 
evidence of tax intentions in the 
form of a bill. Then, and not till 
then, it is emphasized, the screens 
of the country will be used in the 
battle. 

To weaken the chances for such 


a bill, the industry is quietly urging 
every exhibitor to protest to his 
congressional representative. 


Jee Bernhard, New WB 


Theatre Cham Head, 
Meeting to Fix Policy 


With Joe Bernhard nominated 
theatre operator for Warner 
last week, a former vice-president 
in charge of real estate, reports 
arose that Bernhard has been as« 
signed to continue his role as liquie 
dater on a complete scale. Berne 
hard has never tried operation. 


as 
Bros. 


Up to and including Monday there 
had been numerous home office con« 
ferences on the theatre situation, 
It was conceded that Bernhard 
would be guided on the show end by 
a cabinet composed of men 
have long been associated 
Warners. 


who 
With 


Shortly after being named to 
succeed Dan Michaelove, whose du- 
ties generalized, the new 
head had about decided to establish 
two division heads, east and west. 
Subsequent circumstances disrupted 
this plan. Further meetings brought 
out a return to the original plan, 
with a toss-up as to who would 
get the eastern post. Some 10 zone 
heads, along with the entire theatre 
department, were at yesterday’s 
(Monday) meeting. 


A definite operating plan is ex« 
pected to be evolved by the middle 
of the week. 


PHILLY STRIKE ENDS; 
MASTBAUM REOPENS 


Philadelphia, Dee, 21. 

Warners and the musicians union 
reached an agreement Saturday 
after a battle of nearly four months, 
with the result the musicians will 
resume work this week. 

The Mastbaum will reopen Christ- 
mas day and the Earle returns to 
stage shows Saturday (26). 


New agreement calls for the sign- 
ing of 110 men on contract by the 
Warners. Original musicians’ de- 
mands were for 130 men. The same 
number as last year. 


About 50 men will be used at the 
Mastbauin and 15 to 20 at the Earle, 
with the rest apportioned to other 
houses in the district. 


Agreement was signed by William 
M. Goldman for Warners and 
Adolph Hirschberg, president of the 
musicians’ union. 


The strike began Sept. 6. The 
wage scale will be the same as last 
year. 


became 





After being without stage shows 
for months, Pittsburgh gets three at 
once Christmas Day (25). Three 
downtown Warner houses there in- 
Stall variety bills. 

Stage show resumption is the re- 
sult of settlement over the last 
weekend of Warners’ disputes with 
the unions. 

Mastbaum’s opening bill will con- 
tain a iarge number of name acts, 
including Buddy Rogers, Benny 
Rubin, Jack Haley, a troupe of Har- 
riett Hoctor girls and a femme 
name not yet set. 


LUPE’S COLUMBIA $10,000 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Columbia has engaged Lupe Velez 
for one all-Spanish film at $16,000. 
Studio is producing two or three 





direct shot Spanish pictures. 
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Discreet Removals 


and Salary Cuts 


Ordered Into Effect by Pres. Brown 


Upon Reorganization of RKO Forces 


? 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

According to information at hand, 
Hiram Brown, president of RKO, 
expected reorganization of 
the working forces of that company, 
has ordered that removals and sal- 
ary cuts in the main shall be most- 
ly made by and through the dis- 
cretion of the heads of departments, 
This is a radical departure in the 
customary manner of slicing staffs 
and wages of the show business. An- 
other departure is the reported in- 
struction by Brown that no RKO 
theatre house men, from house man- 
ager down, or any Radio field sales- 
men, be included in the salary slices. 

That action on high-salaried pic- 
ture executives has been taken hold 
of by Brown in person, is the story. 
These lead off with Jos. I. Schnit- 
zer, president of Radio Pictures, 
who receives four weeks’ notice, it 
is said, to take effect at once. An- 
other studio exec to be dropped is 
Charles Rogers, whose contract 
with RKO-Pathe expires Jan. 15. 
A settlement or adjustment will be 
reached, it is said, between Brown 
and William LeBaron, former Radio 
chief of production, who will be re- 
tired from authority at the studio 
in any event. 

With these removals, David Selz- 
nick will remain in undisputed 
Radio studio charge. 

On the Radio studio staff, be- 
Bides some minor eliminations, it 
is said that five of the present seven 
Radio picture directors will short- 
ly be missing, along with five of the 
current eight supervisors on that 
lot. 

In the East 

Salary cuts are not general, from 
understanding, but are to be reached 
by the execs and heads of depart- 
ments. This will mostly refer to 
the eastern end of the RKO com- 
pany. Any changes there also are 
to be left to the various heads of the 
theatre, picture and booking depts. 
Cuts when made, it is claimed, will 
be at a maximum of 20% and a 
mimimum of 10%. 

In this plan of renovating RKO, 
worked out by Brown, and the dis- 
creet manner suggested to preserve 
morale, it is said execs will be re- 
quested to do their own salary cut- 
ting for themselves as well as for 
their staffs. It is suggested to them 
by the plan that if it is known that 
execs, or under staff men, are work- 
ing at a modest salary, or started 
modestly and have had no abnormal 
Salary increase, that this be con- 
sidered in their favor on the salary 
Slicing. 

About the most severe cuts for the 
east so far reported apply to two 
or more execs back there who have 
been heldovers from the Albee days. 
It is not unlikely their cuts will 
lead to resignations. 


Salaries 

In salaries of the let-outs here, 
Rogers is receiving $2,500 weekly. 
Schnitzer, who is without a con- 
tract and has been with RKO since 
its formation, gets $1,500 a week. 
LeBaron agreement calls for $3,500 
weekly, and it still has about 15 
months to go from reports. 

David Selznick is said to hold a 
$2,000 weekly contract with a shar- 
ing clause under certain conditions 
of profit to the company. 

One of the heavy salary reduc- 
tions so far by Radio here is that of 
the $5,000 a week salary of Lowell 
Sherman as director and star. That 
amount is said to have been cut to 
$2,000 weekly. 


Baltimore, Dec. 21. 
Receivership suit filed against 
RKO by J. ¢. Boyd, a local attorney 
and shareholder in the company, 
will likely be postponed after the 
RKO answer is put on record be- 
fore the Court Tuesday (22). 
RKO's reply, from what can be 
Sathered, will be a summary denial 
of all Boyd's material allegations. 








Rumoi = of changes in RKO exec- 





Still Merger Reports 


Despite the condition and 
quotations of the stock market, 
merger reports mentioning sev- 
eral film companies continue. 

Latest is the aged one about 
Loew and Fox merging. An 
addition to it is that Nicholas 
Schenck of Loew’s has held an 
option on the taking over by 
Loew’s and Metro of all the 
Fox properties, but that 
Schenck is not going to exer- 
cise the option, which runs off 
Jan. 1. 

The Loew-Fox story says 
that if the combination had 
been made, all the Metro and 
Fox producing on the coast 
would have been on one lot. 

Another is the rumor on 
Warners and RKO. It says 
that in the get together, if or 
when, RKO will operate all 
theatres and WB take care of 
all film productions. When not 
hooking WB in with RKO, the 
story tellers say it will be WB 
and Paramount, 











Orpheum’s Preferred 
Stockholders Forming 
Own Protective Ass’n 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Preferred stock issued by the old 
Orpheum Circuit and held largely 
by Chicagoans will be represented 
by a protective association, it is 
said. A large firm of financial at- 
torneys will head the ass’n, from 
reports. A dividend payment was 


defaulted on Orpheum preferred 
about five months ago. Orpheum is 
a subsidiary of RKO. 

All holders of Orpheum preferred 
will be asked to contribute 10c a 
share of their holdings toward a 
fund to promote the new associa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Castle-Borns and Mrs. C. E. 
Kohl of this city are reported to 
have combined their Orpheum in- 
terests, for the purposes of the pro- 
tective ass’n. Martin Beck, Frank 
Tate and Herman Fehr are other 
large holders. 

Mrs. Kohl was the leading an- 
tagonist to the RKO refinancing 
plan put over at Baltimore, Dec. 12. 
She and Mrs. Castle-Borns are the 
most prominent in the protective 
scheme. Mrs. Kohl and Mrs. Castle- 
Borns are the widows of the mem- 
bers of the pioneer variety firm of 
Kohl & Castle in Chicago. 

It is claimed there are 2,000 hold- 
ers of the Orpheum preferred issue. 
originally amounting to $10,000,000, 
with $6,000,000 now said to be out- 
standing. 


Cohen to Decide 


Paramount 





shorts production 
plans for 1932 will be settled upon 
the arrival in New York Tuesday 
(22) of Emanuel Cohen. Work is 
expected to start on Long Island 
around March 1. 

All Par shorts will be produced 
east as usual except the two-reelers. 
Around 20 of the latter, transferred 
from the Coast to Astoria last sea- 
son, are each estimated to have 
gone heavily above average apiece 
due to frequent postponement of 
outdoor shots because of bad 
weather. 





utives east and west with picture 
men from outside the RKO ranks 
have no substances as far as can be 
located. Two or three film promi- 
nents in a way may have circulated 
the stories, but nothing beyond their 
own ideas seem te be official. 
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Summer —Can Force 
Lower Admissions Unless 


Halted, Think Chain Men 





2,000 10-CENTERS NOW 


The shotgun type of theatre which 
fell by the wayside upon the en- 
trance of sound, with film theatre 
executives predicting their elimina- 
tion would bring the country’s film 
houses down to 14,000, is staging a 
rapid comeback. In chain and other 
operating circles these houses are 
being referred to as an evil with 
their low scales, mainly 10c, making 
serious inroads on business around 
them. 


Without the adverse conditions 
that exist today, it is almost cer- 
tain that so-called shooting galieries 
could not have survived a try ata 
dime or 15c. But on the crest of the 
depression the way was opened for 
the return of dime film entertain- 
ment. 

The number of 10-centers is rap- 
idly mounting all around the coun- 
try, even in good sized cities, and it 
is estimated by theatre men that 
there may be a total of around 
5,000 dime spots within another six 
months. 

Most of the 10-cent houses now in 
operation, believed to be around 
2,000, are playing double features, 
and many add a short in addition to 
a newsreel. 

Theatre operators are frankly 
worried over the threat of the 10- 
cent mushrooming. This includes 
independent operators who are ad- 
hering to a 25c scale. 


Dimer’s Overtures 


One operator affiliated with a big 
chain was recently propositioned by 
a 10-center. Small scale exhib 
agreed to get out of the 10-cent 
scale if paid $600, mentioned as rent. 
The circuit man refused the idea 
and is beginning to feel further hurt 
from the shotgun. Many theatre 
men feel that 10-cent operation will 
bring admission reductions in the 
bigger houses quicker than any 
other factor. 

One of the evils developing shot- 
gun growth is violation of protection 
ethics as practiced up to now. Many 
10-centers are beginning to an- 
nounce pictures before the first runs 
have a chance to advertise. For- 
merly, when the Film Board of 
Trade rule existed, the theatre 
owner had recourse, but in stopping 
this protection violation practice he 
now has to bring suit for an injunc- 
tion. Attempting to go through the 
distributor by shutting off service 
to the 10-centers is not effective, 
claims being made that some of the 
cheap houses will even announce 
pictures they haven’t bookd and may 
not play subsequently to first run 
showing. 

One dime house recently played 
‘Spirit of Notre Dame’ (U) at a 
dime for five consecutive days. in 
another town, a 10-cent spot played 
to 4,000 people on a Sunday. Film, 
including double features for an en- 
tire week, can be purchased cheap 
enough, it is pointed out, even if 
getting some product first run. Ina 
medium sized town penetrated by 
one of the chains, a 10-center is 
getting one of the big picture pro- 
grams first run. 


Short of Card Players 


Metro has the sight and sound 
privileges for a film short of the 
contract bridge self-styled stylists. 

It will show the Culbertson-Lenz 
brigade in their card maneuvers. 
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ing Theatre Operation 


Roxy, New York: 


Philly—Wash. Houses May Go Loew 





Joe Lee’s Trick 


RKO's confidential theatre 
department house organ, ‘Voice 
of RKO,’ has a picture of Joe 
Lee on the front cover, due to 
Lee’s Brookiyn division having 
won, as a first place 
the RKO theatre groups 
‘Sell the Show Month’ 


grosser, 
among 
during 
(Nov.). 

When the mag’s editor asked 
Lee for a photo of himself the 
RKO show doc slipped over a 
snapshot of his nice looking 
son for added s. a. 

From the picture RKO’s not 
so beautiful div. mgr. looks 
like a film juve. 

















INDIES OF WIS. 
APPEAL TO 
LOCAL DEPT. 


Madison, Wis., Dec. 21. 

Off on a new tack, the indie ex- 
hibs in Wisconsin have filed com- 
plaint with the state dept. of agri- 
culture and markets, that the dis- 
tributors are conspiring with the 
chain theatres to boycott the indies. 
Latter allege if this condition con- 
tinues the independents will be 
forced to close and the business will 


pass to the complete control of pro- 
ducer-owned houses. 

Inability to get early product, 
even when willing to pay more than 
the chains, and unfair protection 
regulations, are the chief points 
made by the indies. 

The department has commenced 
an investigation but finds itself 
hampered by the refusal of the ex- 
changes to permit an inspection of 
their books without an approval 
from the home office in New York. 
Under the state law any concern 
doing business in Wisconsin is re- 
quired to permit an examination of 
its records at any time, and the de- 
partment has threatened to ask the 
district attorney of Milwaukee 
county to proceed criminally against 
the recalcitrant exchange managers. 


Dr. Wunder Continues 
As Academy Contact 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Dr. Clinton Wunder is still unoffi- 
cially the principal speaker of the 
Motion Picture Academy, although 
he resigned last month as executive 
secretary of the organization. 

Wunder has continued to speak 
before women’s and other groups on 
pictures and he is now dated fora 
January appearance in Phoenix, 
Ariz., before a combined meeting of 
Arizona Service Clubs and Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs. After that 
he has a San Diego date. Phoenix | 
and San Diego appearance were ar- 
ranged by Fox-West Coast’s public 
relations department, 

For some time Wunder has been 
the films’ chief rostrum mounter and 
contact man for club and religious 
groups. He resigned to join a lib- 
eral shana acstouet institute. 


Cagney-Blondell Remake 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Warners is remaking ‘Saturday's 
Children’ with Sheridan Gibney as- 
signed to adapt the film for Joan 











Fox is completely deserting the- 
atre operation for itself in ihe east 
as regards except the Roxy, New 


Other 
thing in the wavy of theatres which 
Fox Film manages through Fox the- 
atres will be turned over 


York. thar this house every- 


to local- 


ized indie management. Move in- 
cludes the Fox-Poli circuit in New 
England, and the Fox deluxe 
stands in Philadelphia, Washington, 
St. Louis, Erooklyn and Detroit. 
In Detroit the Fox theatre has 
been turned over to the trustee, the 
Guardian National Bank, although 
Fox continues to operate for the 
trustee. Same is expected to be ac- 
complished in Brooklyn and St. 
Louis. It is possible that Loew's 


may get the Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington spots, houses owned direct- 
ly by Fox Films. Fox also has a 
deluxer in Atlanta, but this spot 
has been turned over to Fox West 
Coast for operation. 

An independent holding company 
is apt to be formed between Poli 
and Fox for the New England 
string under direct operating super- 


vision of Herschel Stuart, présent 
operator, and desired to be retained 
by both sides. 


Arthur Coming Back 

To accomplish these aims Harry 
Arthur, Fox general theatre man- 
ager under Oscar Oldknow, has been 
recalled from the Coast. He is due 
in New York shortly after the first 
of the year. 

No official announcement so far 
has been made on these matters. 
However, eastern execs make no 
secret of these company aims, It’s 
a long contemplated move founded 
on the Arthur plan for localized 
operation. 

It may take several months to 
complete the plan, but when ac- 
complished the road will be that 
much shorter to an amalgamation 
of Loew-Fox properties. 

Impetus for the entire scheme 
came about through the Arthur de- 
centralization plan. That program 
paved the way for everything Fox 
can do in the next few years con- 
cerning theatres. 


FOX’S L. A. THEATRE 
SLIDES BACK TO HIM 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Joe Leo is shortly expected here 
again to operate the Los Angeles 
theatre for his brother-in-law, Wil- 
liam Fox. Fox owns the house. It 
has been thrown back upon his 
hands through non-payment of rent. 

Leo recently spent a few weeks 
out here looking around for the 
Wm. Fox interests. It is thought 
he has decided upon a policy for 
the theatre. Leo also will open a 
local office as the Fox representa- 
tive for the Tri-Ergon patents. 

Joe and Jack Leo were with the 











Fox company when William Fox 
was its president. Joe operated the 
Fox eastern theatres and Jack was 
the For gen. mgr. Jack Leo and 
Wm. Fox did not speak quite some 
time after Fox sold out, but they 
are now believed to be on agreeable 





terms once more, 
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Blondell and Jim Cagney. 
As a silent the picture 
Corinne Griffith’s swan song. 
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Visual Education 


By Tom 


Waller 





(Sixteenth of series of articles on motion pictures in the classroom.) 


Western 
the 47 
which, with research, ete., it is esti- 
mated, cost $1,000 to 
through a subsidiary 


reels on visual education, 


produce, 
company 


formed by E. W. Hammons. The 
latest Hammon’s interest, titled 
Educational Talking Pictures Co., 


Ltd., is aspiring to handle non-thea- 
trical business of producers, gen- 
erally. 

Conglomerating commercial prod- 
uct with classroom subjects has 
been opposed by educational factors 
on both sides from the time that is 
described as the 38th attempt to get 
film into the classroom was started. 

Visual education, from the start, 
has been held up by those vitally 
interested in its promulgation as a 

‘subject that will have to solo and 
that can blend with no other type 
of subject any more than the bibli- 
cal parable about wheat and chaff. 

In this column those points have 
been constantly reiterated. Exhibi- 
tor leaders early in the _ series 
emphasized that they would fully 
eo-operate with producers if they 
stuck to the one phase of classroom 
production, but that bitterest of wars 
of the past in the independent sec- 
tors of the industry would be re- 
newed if non-theatrical competitive 
attacks at legitimate box offices 
were allowed to enter into the’ pic- 
ture. 

The Educational subsidiary states 
on the cover of its first catalogue 
that the contents are on subjects 
pertaining to ‘sound motion pictures 
available for non-theatrical use.’ 
The only classes of subjects men- 
tioned are ‘education, industry, 
science, religion.’ 

The first page of a copious index 
which follows is headed by three 
Fox pictures, “The Great White 
North,’ ‘Lucky Star,’ ‘Salute,’ and 
by six Paramount features, ‘Rango,’ 
‘Skippy,’ ‘Tabu,’ ‘Tom Sawyer,’ ‘The 
Virginian,’ ‘With Byrd at the South 
Pole.’ 

Pie-Throwing Shorts 


After that the index enumerates 
what shapes up as being virtually 
every pie-throwing and _  circus- 
clown short Educational Pictures 
Co. (parent organization) ever 
made. Not satisfied with naming 
the comedies there is a_ brief 
synopsis for each so that the educa- 
tors will know that Eddie Lambert 
in ‘The Big Jewel Case’ is a ‘Jew- 
ish detective,” while the same M. 
Lambert in ‘Western Knights’ is a 
‘Hebrew drummer.’ 


Electric is distributing? 





RCA’s N. Y. Studio Is 
Chasing Eastern Indies 


RCA Photophone is operating its 
studio in the home office on a big 
time basis. Not only shorts are 
being turned out but the plant may 
also do some feature production. 
Photophone is chasing independ- 
ent activity im the east for its full 
lengths. It is already Hnked to the 
Brantwood, N. J. enterprise, a 
plant described as but slightly 
smaller than Paramount’s Astoria 
property. 


CAR WINNER COULDN'T 
SEE SHOW; MONEY BACK 


Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 21. 

After lucky enough to win a car 
given away at the Paramount the- 
atre and not able to gain admis- 
sion to see the feature picture, Mrs. 
Herman Loeb walked to the box 
office and asked that her admission 
of 50 cents be returned. Her re- 
quest was granted by Richard Ken- 
nedy, manager. 
Mrs. Loeb when buying a ticket 
to the theatre on this occasion was 
forced to stand in the street due to 
the overflow crowd. When the 
drawing was held on the stage and 
the number of the lucky ticket was 
broadcast, Mrs. Loeb held the lucky 
stub, 


WARNERS’ NEW BLOOD 
FOR 6-UNIT SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
As preparation for keeping six 
companies in work at the same time 
instead of four, Warners has taken 
on new blood in the writing and 
directorial ranks. 

Within the past two weeks studio 
has given term writing contracts to 
Austin Parker, Maurine Watkins 
(formerly with Fox), Nevin Bush, 
Mary McCall and James Fagin. 
New meggers are Elliott Nugent 
and James Flood, who are co-di- 
recting their first for WB, 
Mouthpiece.’ 


Fox Goes Stagger 




















On the last page of the catalogue 
is this paragraph under the cap- 
tion, ‘Notice’: 

‘We also have available for re- 
lease to the non-theatrical field a 
series of Teachers’ Training, Physi- 
eal Education, Classroom, Natural 
Science, Vocational. Guidance and 
Mathematical films especially pro- 
duced by Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, subsidiary of Western Electric 
Company.’ 

After all of this, although the 
classroom angle is stressed on the 
front cover, is appended the visual 
shorts of W.E. with this caption: 

‘Educational Talking Pictures 
Co., Ltd., present the following Edu- 
eational Productions of Electrical 
Research Products, Inc.’ 


Rental Charges 


The new Western rental list 
ranges from $10 to $20 for one or 
two days with $5 for every day re- 
tained thereafter. There is also 
this note: ‘Exhibitor to pay trans- 
portation both ways.’ 

No mention is made of what price 
a school or an exhibitor would be 
charged if desiring to purchase the 
subject on 35mm. outright. <As for 
purchase on 16mm, including two 
sets of discs, the figure is listed 
as $35. 

The Fox feature contributions to 
Educational, Ltd., are strictly for 
non-theatrical distribution, Fox 
executives pointing out at the same 
time that the organization itself will 
market separately all visual sub- 
jects. 

As for Fox classroom marketing 
matters are still at a standstill, no 
agreement with Western Electric 
having yet materialized on the mat- 
ter of classroom royalties. 





Par. Eastern Writer 


Paramount has added Thyra 
Samter Winslow, through the Mor- 


ris office, to its New York writing 
staff. 
Miss Winslow will do treatment 


on talker scripts. 


for its production schedule. It will 


of four pictures filming. Each week 
room and one shipped east. 
Studio's 
shooting simultaneously. 
‘Silent Witness.’ 


and next week ‘Widow’s Might.’ 


Frontier’ Too Costly 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 








as a successor to ‘Cimarron,’ 
been shelved by Radio. 


son. 


it, end Wesley Ruggles, who was to 
direct. 


Hart’s Legit Rider 


Walter Hart, in joining Columbia 
as eastern story head, has an agree- 
ment by which he can step out at 
any time for long enough to direct 
a play. This is his first picture 
job. 

Hart owns the rights to ‘Potter's 
Field,’ a play which he will direct, 
he says, in the near future, although 
it may be produced by somebody 
else. 


Hughes Takes Chance 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. 

Despite the layoff signal from the 
Hays office on the ‘Scarface’ title, 
Howard Hughes intends to keep it 
and see what the censors say. 

Slight changes have been made in 
the gang picture, but not everything 
suggested by the morals advance 
guard, 











‘The 


Fox is edopting the stagger plan 
attempt to maintain a steady quota 


should see one picture started, one 
completed, one sent to the cutting 


average this year has 
varied from one to eight pictures 


Plan started two weeks ago with 
last week ‘First 
Cabin,’ this week ‘After Tomorrow,’ 


Frontier,’ open air story planned 
has 
High cost 
of production figured as the rea- 


Hloward Estabrook is assigned to 
write another story for Richard Dix 
and Irene Dunne, who were to do 





Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Dec. 25 


Paramount—‘Husband’s Hol-. 
iday’ (Par) (24). 
Roxy—‘Delicious’ (Fox). 
Capitol — ‘Private Lives’ 
(Metro) (2d week). 
Rivoli — ‘Sooky’ 
week). 
Strand—‘Under 18’ (WB). 
Mayfair — ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
(Radio) (23). 
Winter Garden—‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) (24). 





(Par) (24a 


Rialto—‘Tonight or Never’ 
(UA) (24 week). 

Warner’s—‘Alice in Wonder- 
land’ (Unique). 





— 


Week Jan. 1 


Paramount—‘Ladies of the 
Big House’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Delicious’ (Fox) (2a 
week). 

Capitol—‘Mata Hari’ (Met- 
ro) (31), 

Rivoli — ‘Sooky’ (Par) (3d 
week). 


Strand—‘Woman from Mon- 
te Carlo’ (FN). 

Winter Garden—Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) (2d week). 

Rialto—‘Tonight or Never’ 
UA) (3d week). 


$2 Pictures 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
(3a week). 
‘Explorers of World’ (Ras- 
pin) (Criterion) (24 week). 
‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (Astor) 


(22). 


(Gaiety) 





Foreign Films 

‘Elizabeth von Oesterreich’ 
(Gottschalk) (German) (Euro- 
pa) (3d week). . 

‘Emil und die Detektive’ 
(Ufa) (German) (Ufa-Cosmo- 
politan) (2d week). 

‘Zwei Menschen’ 
(German) (Little 
(22). 


(Cicero) 
Carnegie) 











New Standard Co. 
Offerme Indies 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

With a bankroll enabling it to 
finance independent production, 
Standard Pictures Corporation is 
corraling the indie producers and 
cutting in on the business of other 
indie studios here. 

New studio, which has taken over 
the properties of the California and 
U. M. Dailey plants, is promoted by 
George Bowles, financed by Eugene 
Hofeller and James Long Wright. 
Both lots are in the process of re- 


production within the next week. 
Studio has already rented space 
to Otto Flothow, producing eight 
features for Peerless; Irving Bris- 
kin, producing the Tim McCoy 
westerns for Columbia; Nat Spit- 


zer, making a series of novelty 
shorts and features for Talking Pic- 
ture Epics; Bud Barsky, cutting 
Eddie Small’s Arctic picture, and 
Leigfih Jason, making a series of 
comedy shorts with Nat Carr. 
Hofeller From Buffalo 

Hofeller is a former Buffalo finan- 
cier and at one time owned the Buf- 
falo and Susquehanna R. R., Buf- 
falo Shipbuilding Co. and the E. R. 
Thomas Motor Car Co. Wright is 
former president of the American 
Bank and Trust Co., New Orleans. 

Standard will also produce a 
series of features. First is ‘Yukon,’ 
an original story by Finis Fox with 
Lila Lee, Johnny Mack Brown, Lew 
Cody, Eddie Gribbon, Wheeler Oak- 
man and Bert Roach in the cast. 

taymond K. Johnson is directing. 

Metropolitan and Tec-Art 
getting tough opposition from the 
new company, as they have gone 
thumbs down on financing for the 
past three years, 

Bowles formerly promoted the 
defunct Pan-American Pictures and 
later was associated with the Chris- 
ties in a radio deal which didn't ma- 
terialize. 


are 





100% Financing 


construction and will be ready for 








Hollywood 


——s 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 





Pool Radio-Pathe Shorts 
Balance of the current shorts pro- 
grams of Pathe and Radio will be 
pooled for production on the Radio 
lot under Lou Brock, 
‘Westward’ for Harding 
Without seeking Ann Harding’s 
okay, as reported prescribed by con- 
tract, Radio has bought ‘Westward 
Passage,’ by Margaret Ayer Barnes, 
as her first on the Hollywood lot. 
Cop Glorifies 
Glorifying the American cop is a 
new Hollywood tendency. Metro has 
finished ‘Beast of the City’ and Uni- 
versal is polishing halos for the po- 
lice characters in ‘Radio Car,’ a 
Rowland Brown story now being re- 
written. 





Ex-Miss Am. In 
Adrienne Dore, an ex-Miss Ameri- 
ea, gets her first lead in a Warner 
murder story, “The Ferguson Case.’ 
Norman Foster into part in ‘Fight 
to Five,’ also WB. 


U’s Fourth Serial 
Henry MacRae is back from Lon- 
don, where he made ‘Lloyd of the 
Cc. I. D.’ for Universal's serial quar- 
tet. He will do ‘Semaphores’ on the 
Coast to conclude U’s episodic pro- 
gram. 








Lake’s F. & M Unit 
Arthur Lake replaces Lynn Cowan 
in Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Midnight’ 
Idea, now in Portland. Cowan hops 
to Oakland. 





Outs 
Plucked from legit six months ago, 
Claire Maynard is now a Fox drop- 


pee. Morgan Galloway, whom Radio 
left by the wayside, is New York 
bound. 





For Legit Gratis 
Hardie Albright and Judith Wood 
go into ‘Berkeley Square’ for the 
Pasadena Community -layhouse. 
Miss Wood was loaned gratis by 
Paramount as part of her genera! 
theatrical course, 





To increase directorial efficiency, 
Roach studio is switching meggers 
to various units instead of having 
them on a single unit. 


$120,000 for Relief 

Motion Picture Relief Fund ex- 
pects to get around $120,000 at the 
end of a year from the 144% salary 
donation made by film people, ac- 
cording to Mike Levee, treasurer. 
About $10,000 per month has been 
coming in, more than expected. 





Mayer Sues Ex-Rep 
Jerry G. Mayer agency is suing for 
$840 as a return on $1,200 advanced 
Leonard Goldstein. Difference was 
the amount of business brought in 
by Goldstein while with the agency. 





‘Hungry Wife’ Also Cold 
‘The Hungry Wife’ won't be Kay 
Francis’ first for Warners, after all. 
Studio has put it aside in favor of 
an original. 





Figueroa Stock 
National Stock Co. goes into the 
Figueroa Playhouse Christmas Day. 
A 75-cent top and three matinees 
weekly is the policy. 





South Seas Co-op 
Co-operative company to film a 
picture in the South Seas is being 
promoted by Ralph Ince and Nor- 


man Foster. Femme lead will be 
native. 





Dunn’s Act 
Act including doctor’s office scene 
from ‘Bad Girl’ will occupy James 
Dunn in several weeks of personals 
for Skouras, opening at the Audu- 
bon, N. Y. He will be away six to 
eight weeks. New York bound now, 


Dunn returns for Fox’s ‘Have a 
Heart.’ 





Dave Ro ‘ins Out 
Dave Rollins is out in shakeup of 
‘Boy Friends’ cast at Roach. Studio 
looking for 17-year-olds for both 
male and femme leads in the shorts. 


U Likes ‘Flames’ 
‘Mountains and Flames,’ German- 
produced picture seen by Paul 
Kohner while in Europe, may be 
bought by Universal. ‘David Gold- 
ner,’ French made, and also reec- 


ommended by Kohner, was turned 
down. 


‘Joan’ for Joan? 
Ready-made name part for Joan 
Crawford in ‘I, Jerry, Take Thee, 
Joan,’ is being dickered for by 
Metro. Novel’s author is Cleo Lu- 

cas, Hollywood chatterer. 


Edna Lyman Organist 
Abe Lyman niece, Edna Ly- 
man, 19, is crooning to her own 
organ solos at Warners’ Western. 
Replaces Albert Hay Mallotte. 


An 





Horton’s Revival 
Revival of ‘The Shaughran’ 
‘The Scamp’ will be EF. E. 


as 
Horton's 





follow-up at the Hollywood Play- 


house to ‘Private Lives.’ Latier 
folds Jan. 2 and the cast, with ex- 
ception of Florence Eldridge, is 
carried to the new piece opening 
Jan. 6, 


KFWB Music Cut 
KFWE replaced Sam Wineland’s 
orchestra with two smaller outfits, 
Sonny Brooks and his 10-piece 
dance band, and Jimmy Pometti's 
Strings and Bows today (21). 


Soviet Marathon 


Metro's Soviet story will be the 
work of a writing Soviet. John 
Monk Saunders has just taken 


Samuel Ornitz’ place, working with 
the studio’s Soviet expert, Boris 
Ingster. Half a dozen writers have 
previously done time on it. 


Five, and Out 
Universal failed to pick up the 
option on Cora Sue Collins, for 
which $275 was paid a month ago. 
The five-year-old worked in 
‘Mamma Loves Papa.’ 


Elinor Leaving Par 
Paramount theatre is dropping 
Carli Elinor and his 40-piece stage 
orchestra Dec. 30, a smaller pit 
band replacing. Stage entertain- 
ment continues. 


Stock’s Holiday Fiesta 

Holiday season is boosting stock 
legit. Troupes are going into Sait 
Lake City, Portland and San Ber- 
nardino at Christmas time. Huron 
Blyden backing the Salt Lake com- 
pany, which features Marie Grey 
and Howard MeNeer. 


Dunne in ‘Symphony’ 

Irene Dunne assigned the lead in 
‘Symphony of Six Million,’ on Ra- 
dio’s sked for Jan..4. 

Prinz Stages ‘Lucky’ 

LeRoy Prinz is the third try in 


supervisors for ‘Lucky Day,’ the 
Rodney Pantages-backed colored 
musical. Harold Hecht sticks as 


dance stager. Earl Dancer, of the 
cast, directs the book. 


Auriol Lee at Metro 
Auriol Lee, London legit pro- 
ducer, has been given a ticket by 
Metro sans specifications. Femme 
producer looked in on the Coast 
after staging ‘After All’ in New 
York. 


Lightner’s ‘Tarzan’ Suit 
Thea Lightner, femme agent, is 
suing for a look at Metro’s cone 
tract with Johnny Weissmuller for 
‘Tarzan.’ Claims she’s entitled to 
10% and no one will tell her how 
much he’s getting or for how long. 


Pathe’s Script Quartet 
Pathe scenario staff is down to 
four scribblers. James Creelman 
and Garrett Fort are there no 
longer. 





Culbertson’s Ideas 
Ely Culbertson is willing to ap- 
pear in picture shorts at $10,000 
each if 12 are guaranteed. That 
stopped the Wampas idea of bringe 
ing him west for exhibition cone 
tract bridge and a short or two. 


i nixxed the exhibition games 
at. 


Chatterton’s Legits 

Ruth Chatterton is looking for a 
femme lead for her husband, Ralph 
Forbes, in a Coast production of 
‘Counsel's Opinion,’ London show. 
Should open in San _ Francisco, 
February, coming to the Los An- 
geles Belasco in March as a series 
of wife-angled pieces for Forbes. 





Real Race Stuff 

Leo Nomis, auto racer, tore off 
a section of fence in scenes for 
Warners’ ‘Roar of the Crowd,’ and 
was taken to Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital with crushed ribs and in- 
ternal injuries. Collision put Billy 
Arnold on the table for 21 head 
stitches. 


Mary Murray. 
Nedra Norris. 
Edward Knopf. 
Henry Ginsbere 
Leo Carrillo. 
James Dunn. 
Ernest Ferny. 
Stuart Walker. 
Dan Danker. 
Walter S. Croft. 
Arthur Loew. 
Ludwig Lawrence. 
Howard Dietz. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Joe Smith. 
Charles Dale. 
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INDIE PEP TALKS FOR ’32. 





Sheehan Rumors on Coast Now Touch 


On 2nd Salary Cut and Dick Rowland 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Continuous Fox studio dismissals 
in front of, behind and on both sides 
of Winnie Sheehan have heaped 
fuel on a prairie blaze of rumors 
which is now threatening to engulf 
the entire picture colony regarding 
that production chief. There has 
been smoke for the past month, but 
now the flames are leaping out here. 
The story is that Dick Rowland 
will succeed Sheehan 
Fox film maker with nary a dissent- 
ing mutter from the east heard 
amongst the gale of local whisper- 
ing. 

Throwing out the 
and prejudiced pro and con com- 
ment, the Rowland inference seems 
to hang on the Fox New York 
bankers rating Sheehan's salary as 
still too high despite his having ac- 
cepted a 25% cut. The slice re- 
putedly brings the Sheehan en- 
velope down to $4,500 weekly. 

There is nothing to indicate what 
the financiers deem a proper stipend 
for the head of production, but it is 
known that Rowland is not receiv- 
ing half of the present Sheehan fig- 
ure, Sheehan, supposedly ill, 1s 
away from the studio with where- 
abouts unknown. If the eastern pur- 
pose is to have Sheehan accept a 
further salary slash, or whatever 
negotiations have been opened, if 
any, it is evident that they will not 
formally be made known until 
Sheehan so chooses. Most local 
credence is placed in the supposi- 
tion that the New York faction has 
made no direct requests to Sheehan, 
but the Rowland stories are so 
Strong as to indicate somebody is 
Working indirectly or under cover. 

1st Cut, 25% 

Sheehan holds a contract with the 
Fox company which still has three 
or more years to run. No one out 
here seems to know whether this 
paper can be scrapped or if it is iron- 
clad, but everybody is taking a 
guess. The agreement is under- 
stood to have started at $5,000 a 
week plus a $1,000 increase for each 
successive year. This contract also 
Supposedly gives Sheehan rank as 
a vice-president and general man- 
ager of the For organization. 

Sheehan took his 25% dip when 
Harley L. Clarke initiated the econ- 
omy drive some months back. All 
other executives presumably did 
likewise with the exception of Sol 
Wurtzel, who now is known as sup- 
erintendent of the studio and whose 
production activity has become neg- 
ligible. Sheehan's salary is the top 
personal pay check on the Fox lists. 


Sheehan Away : 


Sheehan is reported resting at or 
around Pasadena with address un- 
known. He is not available to call- 
ers by phone, mail or otherwise. At 
the Fox studios it is said Sheehan 
will return Jan. 5, 


Sheehan closed his mansion here 
just as James R. Grainger was due 
to arrive. According to Grainger 
he had expected to spend his visit 
here with Sheehan at his home. 
Grainger is the Fox sales mgr, He 
will spend the holidays with his 
80n, Eddie Grainger, a Fox asso. 
Producer. 

Sheehan went to the apartment of 
his brother, Howard, for a couple of 
days and then disappeared. His 
exact malady is also mysterious. 
He had a heavy cold recently but 
Since then has been at the studio. 

Howard Sheehan is contem mplating 
® long deferred visit to Europe. He 
may leave during January. 


as head of 


plain gossip 





Mooney at Columbia 


First film experience for Martin 
Mooney is as successor to Arthur 
Housman in the Columbia advertis- 
ing-exploitation department. He was 
Publicity director with John Golden 
(legit) for many years. 

Housman resigned, 








Evans Is Trying to Sell 
Kinograms’ Library 


Major Tom Evans, founder of one 
of the earliest laboratories, which 
for years bore his name, is ne- 
gotiating to return to the film de- 
veloping end of the business. 

Evans had been associated with 
Capt. Baynes in the Kinograms 
newsreel enterprise. Latter is now 
in the hands of the Irving Trust 
Company as receivers appointed at 
the request of Fox News for debts 
amounting to $154. 

Representingethe receivers, Evans 
is now endeavoring to sell Kino- 
grams’ library, which supposedly 
contains around 4,000,000 feet of 
news and magazine subjects. 

Sale of prints from this library, 
which dates back to 1911, brought 
Kinograms $18,000 during the past 
vear, 


Film Critic Re-Edits 
Frankenstein’ and 


Kans. Board Ok’s It 


Kansas City, Dec. 21. 

Trankenstein,’ banned last week 
by the Kansas State Board of Re- 
view, all women, and cut so dras- 
tically that there was no story left, 
has been revised, and will be shown. 
Board has passed the film in its new 
form, 

In rejecting the picture, the board 
listed three pages of objections. The 
approved version eliminates four 
minutes of footage. 

At the request of Carl Laemmilie, 
Sr., president of Universal, the job 
of doctoring and editing ‘Franken- 
stein’ was undertaken by Jack 
Moffitt, picture editor of the Kansas 
City ‘Star’ (daily). Moffitt, in a 
three-column feature story called 
the censors to task for their action. 
He but recently returned from a 
year’s stay on the Coast as film 








‘editor for Universal. 





MONEY ANGLE ON COAST 
PAR HOUSE OPERATION 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

A money angle has arisen in the 
operation by Harold B. Franklin of 
the Paramount and United Artists 
theatres here for Par. The initial 
joint investment by Par and Frank- 
lin of $50,000 is reported depleted. 
It should be restored to the original 
amount or more, Paramount is said 
to have suggested. 

Franklin, after having put up his 
first $25,000, is not inclined to again 
donate, the story says. Franklin 
believes his services in operating 
the houses should cover any addi- 
tional assessment on his part, al- 
though each house pays Franklin a 
weekly salary. Both Par and Frank- 
lin will equally share on any net 
profit made by the theatres. 

Franklin’s agreement to operate 
is for one year. The money angle is 
expected to be straightened out, but 
Par, it is said, will insist on Frank- 
lin taking care of his 50% share of 
any further investment. 


L. A. Labor War Lull 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Labor squabbles between unions 
and the theatres and studios are 
halted until the new year when 
producer-union confabs will be held 
in New York. Walter S. Croft, IA 








agent, is eastbound now and Pat 
Casey, producers’ rep, is already 
there. 


Both men will return here after 
the meetings, Croft to straighten 
out the Hollywood Theatres non- 
union dispute and Casey on the 
wage differences between studios 
and the camera-sound-laboratory 
workers. 


——_——_- + 





SEE NEXT YEAR 


With Majors Cutting Down, 


Quickie Makers Prepare | 
to Leap—Glad About a/| 


Lot of Things, Including 
That They’re Not Hays | 
Members — Figure Letout | 
Stars and Directors on 
Percentage Basis 


INCREASE SCHEDULES 





Independent producers are glad 
there’s a depression. They’re also 
glad that double-featuring is popu- 
lar, that the big producers are 
slashing their production schedules, 
and that they are not members of 
the Hays organization. 

It’s because the independent film 
makers are capitalizing the depres- 
sion. 
producers would do in boom times. 
With the intimation of a general 
reduction in big time pictures, some 


of the major indies are doubling | 


their 1932-’33 schedules. 

Where it takes a big producer 
from five to eight weeks to shoot 
a feature, the indie usually averages 
eight days on a western and 10 on 
a parlor drama, The indie shooting 
schedules now run about two days 
longer than in the silent days. 
Players can’t work as fast when 
they have to talk, the solo boys 
have discovered, thus the 10-day 
maximum, 

But sound is costing them just 
four times what the budget aver- 
aged during the silent era. It is 
pointed out that about $35,000 is 
the lowest price of any type of 
salable indie production outside the 
cowboy mellers. 

See Biggest Year 

The old indie ambition of becom- 
ing a Haysite is no more, Only ad- 
vantage in such membership now, 
leading indies declare, is that it 
earries the right to exchange stars. 
Any more money cuts and stars will 
come to them anyway, the indies 
believe. 

Hays codes in the minds of 
the indies are too restricting. 
Again, they calculate, too much time 
is ‘wasted’ in submitting scripts, 
then the print, then re-editing. 
Same goes for advertising. The 
indie likes to get his press sheet 
out in his own way. 

(Continued on page 41) 


WB-Metro Finally Get in 
Accord on Product Deal 


After several months of negotia- 
tion, complete accord has been 
reached on the product deal be- 
tween Warner Bros. and Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer placing M-G pic- 
tures into all open WB situations 
where the Metro program is ‘loose.’ 
Neither side wishes to discuss the 
basis of the deal. 

As a result of the use of M-G 
pictures in open WB situations, the 
Warner chain becomes the widest 
user of national producer programs 
this season. In addition its own 
and First National programs, War- 
ner has Paramount, Universal, 
Pathe, Radio, Fox, Columbia and 
United Artists, with Par on the 
heaviest committment. Some time 
ago Loew's made its WB-FN prod- 
uct arrangements. 











Fox-Von Herberg Confabs | 
But Nothing Doing Yet | 


Although there have been several 
confabs between Fox Theatre offi- 
cials and J. Von Herberg, Seattle 
theatre man, nothing in the nature 
of a deal has been forthcoming. 
Underlying the meetings seems to 
be Von Herberg’s desire to take 
over certain Fox West Coast op- 
erations in nis territory. 


They’re doing what the big | 





Deaf Mute Pleads for Picture 





DeForest’s Union Suit 
| Off, but Another On 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 
DeForest Phonofilms, Inc, dis- 
|missed its 1927 suit against the 
MP Operators’ Union for the return 
of certain talker apparatus, and 
now is, itself, being sued over the 
|same equipment by one of the 
former defendants, Samuel H. Fish- 
| er. DeForest company had re- 
|} gained pen of the apparatus 
i through the she riff. 


| 
| 


Fisher asks $1,511 for the property 
|taken from him, and makes the 
N. Y. Indemnity Co., which bonded 


the attachment, co-defendant with 
Phonofilms. 


Distribs Claim 
Exhibs Kicking 
In on % Deals 


Exhibitors who have held out 
since last summer against compul- 
sory percentage booking and pre- 
ferred playing time under film con- 
tracts, are beginning to give way. 
Within the past week numerous 
contracts came through from Cleve- 
land. This city was one of three 
important situations in the U. S&S. 
where exhibs, almost to a man, held 
out against sales policies. 

Resistance in both Cleveland and 
Baltimore at the outset was against 
all distributors demanding percent- 
age contracts. But most sellers of 
film refused to write business on 
any other basis, 

While the holdout continue in 
Baltimore where a no-percentage 
agreement, which imposes fines for 
violation, was entered into by local 
exhibs, it is believed in distributor 
circles that contracts are about 
ready to come through, 

In Detroit, where an odd booking 
situation exists, distribs who are 
demanding percentage and other 
sales policies will not alter their 
‘stand, it is said. A booking com- 
bination is in force in Detroit from 
which an exhib must secure @ re- 
lease before taking contracts con- 
taining clauses this association does 
not approve. On the distrib side it 
is contended that until the exhibs 
obtain their release from the com- 
bine, they will not sell Detroit. 


Allied’s Chi Gabfest 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Executive board of Allied and the 
leaders from each territorial divi- 
sion from all over the country will 
converge upon this town Jan. 6 to 
go into a grand huddle, 

Headed by Abram Myers, the Al- 
lied chieftains are slated to discuss 
the various problems of the organ- 
ization, but the outstanding topic 
will be the proposed 10% tax on 
amusement admissions. 




















| be whether a national convention of 
| the organization will be held _ ,fol- 
| lowing the first get-together here. 
By sheer coincidence the meeting 
of the execs here will be held the 
day following the testimonial din- 
ner tendered to Aaron Saperstein, 
leader of the local Allied group. 


Edwards Out—Bush Up 


L. L. Edwards, long with Publix 
ind assistant to A. M. Botsford be- 
fore latter joined the editorial board, 
has left that organization. He has 
been replaced as assistant to Arthur 
Mayer by Rodney Bush who was 

with Mayer in the middle west. 

Irving Waterstreet, doing public- 
ity in Omaha for Publix, comes into 
New York to succeed to Bush's for- 
mer post. 











Other subject for discussion will |ers 


| changes, 





Ac Alf CHANCE Entertamment for 13,000,000 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Talking pictures are keeping out 
of the film theatres a potential au- 
dience of 13,000,000 in the United 
States who in the silent days con- 
sidered the screen their greatest 
source of amusement. The number 
ranges from those persons whose 
hearing is impaired t6 some extent 
to those totally deaf. It is based 
on statistics from authoritative 
medical circles. 

These figures are being used as 
ammunition by Albert Ballin, deaf 
mute, artist, and author, to try and 
persuade producers to do something 
about regaining that vast army of 
silent film patrons back to the thea- 
tre. Summed up his solution is a 
simple one: That producers should 
devote a certain portion of their 
advertising of pictures in terms of 
action, such as ‘a 75% action pic- 
ture,’ as they formerly advertised 
the early talkers as ‘100% talking 
pictures.’ 

Ballin claims that the deaf would 
be attracted if assured of action, 
but will not take a chance on films 
unless they are certain that the 
photography carries the story. Bal- 
lin is considered a leader in clubs 
and fraternal organizations of the 


deaf, 
Q. & A. 

Ballin’s arguments and informa- 
tion were received from him in 
question and answer form, an inter- 
viewer writing his questions and 
Ballin writing his answers. 

Q. Your claim of 13,000,000 deaf 
people means that at least one in 
10 persons in the U. S. is deaf. This 
seems incredible. 

A. It is a medical fact that there 
are 10,000,000 deafened adults and 
3,000,000 school children thus af- 
fected. 

Q. That doesn’t mean completely 
deaf, does it? 

A. It means 30% or more deaf- 
ened. I am 100% deaf and there 
are 500,000 like me in the country. 

Q. As to the persons not com- 
pletely deaf—do you know that they 
are being kept out of theatres? 

A. More or less. We can presume 
that the average ‘Hard-of-hearing’ 
is about 50% deafened and they 
cannot find entertainment from 
present talking pictures. 

Q. What percentage of the deaf 
would you say are financially able 
to attend silent films and are more 
or less regular attendants? 

A. Deaf people are generally 
well off—always working. As 

(Continued on page 21) 


MONOGRAM CONVENTION 
IS DUE IN FEBRUARY 


Monogram will hold its first an- 
nual sales convention in February, 
several months ahead of any of the 
big producer-distributors. At the 
meeting this company will propose 
an increase in the number of pic- 
tures for the ensuing year. 

Making and releasing a total of 28 
pictures this season (12 dramas and 
16 westerns), tentative proposal is 
to add six more to each group for 
a total of 40 pictures for '32-’33. 

With the Monogram national set- 
up being through 20 franchise hold- 
who control a total of 33 ex- 
serving this country and 
Canada, the 20 franchise partners 
will be called together for the Feb- 
ruary huddle. 











CATHEDRAL WIRES 


The Rockefeller Cathedral, first 
church of its type in the world to 
wire its assembly hall for sound, 
has subscribed to RCA equipment. 

There is no intention to use the 
apparatus for other than education- 
al and entertainment purposes. 





ABRAMSON’S FILM TRY 


Chas. Abramson, new to pictures, 
starts shortly on an indie try. Jess 
Smith is with him, 

Abramson is an indie legit pro- 
ducer, 












ia: VARIETY PICTWRE GROSSES Tuesday, December 22, 1931 
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L. A. Pan, with Same Trojan-Irish 
~ Film, Currently Best on $14,000: 
 Sooky’ Nice, a 9 Days $25,000 


THINK ‘SOOKY’ A WEEK 


EARLY IN PITT—$20,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Shopping crowds attended the 
start of this week's films but early 
advantages are likely to be later 
dissipated. Stanley, Enright and 
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Christmas slump, are cramped with 














wood and Western theatres. A 


the RKO 1s another doleful chant. 
Comparatively the best business | 


in town is the second run showing | 












‘Private Lives’ at the Criterion and 
Egyptian is weak on a $10,500 total. 
Next for the Criterion is ‘Delicious’ 
New Year’s Eve, but nothing’s set 
for the Egyptian, which breaks 
away from the day and date policy 
at that time. 

‘The Champ’ played only three 
days of its sixth and intended final 
week at the Chinese to around $1,- 
800 and the house is dark until Sid 
Grauman returns there with an 
elaborate prolog policy and ‘Hell 
Divers’ Christmas Day, at a $2.50 
top premiere instead of the usual 
$5 opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50) 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) and stage show 
(6th-final week). Final 10 days for 


















nary $7,500. Last week same film, 







Last week ‘Devotion’ 
terrible on $6,500. 
Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 


(Pathe) also 


20-40-65- 











90) ‘Possessed’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Aided by the U.S.C.-Notre 





Dame game reels, really the bright- 
est spot in town, a fine $14,000. Last 
week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) a mediocre 
$6,500. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75) ‘Sooky’ (Par) and stage show. 
A nice $22,500 for this kid cast on 
nine-day showing. Last week 
‘Husband's Holiday’ (Par) $13,000 
on five days, anemic. 

RKO (2,950; 30-65) ‘Men in Her 
Life’ (Col) and vaude. Low $10,000 
this week. Last week ‘Secret Serv- 
ice’ (Radio), $13,600, okay. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1) 
‘West of B'way’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Heading for a quiet $19,000 
currently. Last week regularly 
booked feature pulled to allow 
Trojan-Irish game film full sway; 
result was a startling $31,000 in 
backyard of home team _ rooters, 
who alternately blow hot and so 
cold when their team loses. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 



































$5-$1) ‘Corsair’ (UA) (1st week). 
Good enough at $14,000 pace. Last 
week ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
finaled to mild $7,500. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,295; 35-60) 
*Around the World’ (UA). Will go 
to a profit with another print of 


the Howard Jones-Hunk Anderson 
clash in South Bend also showing 
here, $5,500. Last week ‘Possessed’ 
(M-G), $5,800. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75) 
‘Under 18’ (WB). Weak at just 
over $7,000. Last week ‘Her Ma- 
jesty Love’ (FN) $8,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; ) 
‘Under 18’ (WB) and vaude. Will 
show around $8,500, not bright. 
Last week ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) 
$12,500. 

Hollywood (WB) 
‘Under 18’ (WB) and stage show. 
Dull at $8,000. Last week ‘Her Ma- 
jesty Love’ (FN) $12,500. 


HOUSMAN AT ALBEE 


Arthur Housman has joined RKO} 
to handle publicity and exploita- 
tion for the Albee, Brooklyn. He} 
succeeds Lou Goldberg. 

Housman recently jumped 
Warner Bros. as publicity director 
over the WB New York houses to 
























25-75 


(2,756; 35-75) 





| 


| 


signed the Col post. 


| + Day as union matter has been set 
- ' 9 | é “. 

Los Angeles, Dec. 21. | HILL’ BEST IN N. 0. |tled. ‘Frankenstein’ goes into the| 
Theatres which dumped slough —— Davis for a week following a big 
pictures onto their screens, in an- | At Saenger—Everything Else in seven days at the Stanley. Horror 
Ki tian 66 of an inevitable pre-| Town Is Off film held over an extra day at big 

- bs ) a 5 » ° ¢ — 
a ‘ : | rig, | site to permit a return to Friday 


| should pass $14,000. 
$10,000 pace for ‘Men in Her Life’ at | Cheat 

(M-G). 
week ‘Palmy Days’ (UA), $14,000. 


| Squad’ (U). 


$9,000 CURRENT TOP 


expected. 
gifts for yuletide. 
especially at the downtown houses 
located near the shopping stands. 


‘Jack Dempsey Comeback,’ collection 
of shots showing former champ’s big 
fights, with talk interspersed. 


| 


| moderate. 


Harris return to stage shows Xmas 











New Orleans, De 6. 33. | openings. 
| 


the pangs ef hunger. A _ probable | a. ptr a eee ‘Sooky,’ at the Stanley, a week too 
: ss j all houses currently. ‘Over! garly een a - . acati | 
a Marth’ at the | M&SS_1n al! ee : early to catch kid trade, vacations | 
$4,000 for “Heaven on Barth at thé|the Hill’ is attracting attention at| not starting until Thursday, and 
Orpheum is reaiiy awful, and not | the Saenger, but all other houses are| may suffer as result. Great no- 
much better is the triple playing of ; off. ‘ ‘ | tices but unless unexpected happens | 
‘Under Eighteen’ to a total of $24,- | Estimates for This Week | won't better $20,000. Fulton off a | 
A , . mS Saenger (3,600; 65)—‘Over the | nit with ‘Tip-Off,’ with no more} 

000 at Warners’ Downtown, Holly- | wily (Fox). Got away well and| ’ 


} P ; . rhile In | 
Tast week ‘The! than $6,000 looked for, while Penn | 


Par), $11,000. 
Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Cuban’ 
Will do fair $10,000. Last} 


is weak on ‘Husband’s Holiday’ and | 
| hardly expected to get more than}! 
poor $14,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35- 


2400: 60) —‘Homicide|! - “: pet" ‘ - 
(2,400; ) ’ ‘.. | 50) —Frankenstein’ (U). Moved in 


Orpheum 
Very light; will hardly | 


of ‘Possessed’ with the U.5.C.-| pass $9,000. Last week ‘Way Back | here immediately following Stanley 
Notre Dame five-reeler on $14,900, at | Home’ (Radio), $9,000. and opened to house’s biggest Bross | 
. apes i great is | Strand (1.800: 50) — ‘Working | Since Labor Day; should come close | 
the Pantages. The Paramount 1s} . 1s’ (Par), Bad and won't reach| to $5,000, fine.. Last week ‘Age for | 
holding well toward $22,000 for nine | ¢5 009. Last week ‘False Madonna’ j Lave, SOA) not so hot, $8,750. 
days of ‘Sooky’ and United Artists | (p.,,) $2,300 | Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
is another pleasant spot on $14,008 | Tudor (800: 35) — ‘Good Sport’ | 15-25-35-50)—‘Tip Off’ (Pathe). 
for ‘Corsair.’ ‘West of Broadway’ | (pox), Poor at $1,700. Last w eek | Hardly strong enough to overcome 
is bringing a. mild $19,000 to the| «gurrender’ (Fox) $1 600. | pre-holiday slump; maybe $6,000. 
State, while the second week of Saigagunieidepiginetlgsin | Last week ‘Girls Ahout Town’ (Par) | 


built nicely to $7,500. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-20-30-40) 
—Expensive Women’ (WB) and 
‘Mounted Fury’ (Sono-Art). Typical 
Diamond street feature should do 
okay here; maybe just short of $3,- 
000. Last week ‘Reckless Living’ 
(U) and ‘Anybody’s Blonde’ (U) 
around $3,150. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50- 
60)—‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par). 
Weak feature with two-reel Laurel- 
Hardy comedy getting almost equal 
billing; doesn’t augur more than 
poor $14,000. Last week ‘His Wom- 
an’ (Par) a bit short of $15,000, bad. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sooky’ (Par). Unlikely to do more 
than $20,000, all right but consider- 
ably below expectations. Last week 


FOR SEATTLE PICTURES | 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 

(Drawing population, 500,000) 
Biz looks no better than might be 
Loose coin is going for 
Mats up a little, 





Hamrick has some extra draw in 


Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35-50) 


this one, $8,000. House now dark | _scurrender’ (Fox). Not so forte| ‘Frankenstein’ (U) $31,000 in seven 
until Xmas Day when Grauman re- | 2+ $¢.900. Last week ‘Private Lives’ | days, best since house went straight 
sumes in charge for ‘Hell Divers (M-G) very good at $15,600. pictures. 

(M-G). | Nea oak . Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,300; 25-60)—| Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
: Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65) ‘His Woman’ (Par). So-so for $9,-| ‘Surrender’ (Fox). Will have bene- 
Private Lives’ (M-G) (2d week)./ 999 Last week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) | fit of Xmas day, which should en- 
Follow-up week will show an ordi- | gq g90, , able house to chalk up $9,500 de- 











, Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25-| spite expected drop early part of 
$13,800. — -. pe, | 39-50) —‘Corsair’ (UA). With Demp-| week. Last week ‘Our Children’ 
Egyptian (Fox) (1,809; 50-75) sey clips, $3,800, fair., Last week] (Radio) $12,000, excellent. 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G) (2d week). |‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) not so hot, $2,500. _ 
Holdover here should mean $3,600, Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-35- 
pretty slow. Last week same film, | 59)—‘preyfus Case’ (Col). Indicates | (7 b P fe 2 
$6,000. e mes 2,700, mild. Last week ‘Around olum us rauses— Girls 
Orpheum (2,270; 25-50) ‘Heaven| world’ (UA), second week, only 
on Earth’ (U). A disastrous $4,000. | g2 000. 


Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 15-30)—‘Forgotten Women’ 
(Monogram), fair with $5,000. Last 
week ‘Arizona Terror’ (Tiff) $5,100. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U) and vaude. A 
moderate $9,000. Last week ‘Secret 
Service’ (Radio), $8,000. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800: 25-35)— 


Aiming for Thin $8,000 


Columbus. Dec. 21. 
(Drawing population, 475,000) 
Town all Christmas with film biz 
not more than fair this week. 
Last week average throughout 








‘Palmy Days’ (UA) and ‘Sob Sister’ 
(Fox). Light for $2,500. Last week 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘Street Scene’ (UA), $2,200. 


Mont’! Feels hisdieiad 
‘Affair’s’ $10,000, Best 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 


(Drawing Population, 600,000) 

Slump started last week and will 
continue over Christmas on a six- 
day basis. 

Loew’s will again be in the lead 
this week, vaude, however, being the 
reason. To heip get out of the red, 
nabes are putting on midnite shows 
at 50-75 prices. 


though ‘Frankenstein,’ playing a 
second week at the Majestic, crowd- 
ing them in consistently. 

Estimates for This Weex 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50)‘Girls 
About Town’ (Par) and vaude. 
Rates for about $8,000, hardly fair. 
Last week ‘Way Back Home’ 
(Radio) only $7,800 with plenty help 
from Heidt’s Californians. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-50) 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) and unit. 
Can do no more than $10,000. Last 
week ‘Beloved Bachelor’ (Par) just 
cleared $12,500. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
‘Corsair’ (M-G). Has little rating 
here and figures for only fair $6,500. 
Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox) 
light at but $7,800. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA). A meagre $3,200. 





Estimates for This Week Last week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50-| $3,600. 
$2.50) (legit), ‘Cinderella’ Panto- Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 


‘The Cheat’ (Par). Opened pretty 


mime which may do fair biz; cannot 
y well and maybe $2,800. Last week 


see much more than $6,000. ‘Lady 





Colmondeley’ followed a bad first | ‘Frankenstein’ (U) kept up where it 

week with a terrible second for| left off at Palace week before and 

about $5,000. garnered neat $3,250, packing 'em. 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Yellow 

Ticket’ (Fox). For six days will 


possibly get about $8,000. Last week 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) did not exceed 
so-so $9,500. 


Tacoma Slow 





Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘The T 

, ; ’ > acoma, Dec. 21 
Gus sman’ (M-G é “— O . pity , 

| Oa). “Map poi pn A Maen A ag ate 125,000) 
$8,000. Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ e usual week before Christmas 


with fair attractions holding some 


(Fox) and ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) about) jpterest. 


$9,000. Esti , 
» , ‘i _ timates for This Week 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Dan- s io ver 
gerous Affair’ (Col) and vaude. Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 


‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) and ‘Secret 
Service’ (Radio). Light at $4,500. 
Last week ‘Honor of Family’ (WB) 
and ‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) 
around $5,200, neat. 


Acts will likely pull most of $10,000, 
Last week ‘Last Flight’ 
(FN) topped town at $11,000. 


Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) 





from! $2,460. 


Columbia where he was handling | 50), ‘Son Alte 
advertising under Al Selig. He re-| May get $1,800. 


Hard to see 
‘Star 


‘Round World’ (UA). 








more than $6,000. Last week _Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
| 35-50)—Left Over Ladies’ (Tiff). 


Witness’ (WB), $5,500. te 
imperial (FP) (1,90@: 25-40), ‘Maa| Slow on $1,500. Last week ‘Around 








Parade’ (Par) and ‘Reckless Living’| World’ (UA) also $1,500. 
'(U). Not much to expect, likely| Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 
Last week ‘Women Go On| ‘Purple Sage’ (Fox), ‘Rich Man’s 
Forever’ (Tiff) and ‘Texas Ranger’| Folly’ (Par) and ‘Guilty Hands’ 
(Col) about $2,800, (M-G). Variety in bookings and 
Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25-| should b.o. around $4,000. Last week 


‘The Champ’ (M-G), ‘Personal 
Maid’ (Par), ‘Phantom of Paris’ (M- 
G) just fair, $4,600. 


sse L’Amour’ (French). 
Last week ‘Le Juif 
Polonais’ (French), $2,000. 





DENVER WEAKENS 


‘Husband’s Holiday’ Not Too Bad at 
$12,500—Crazy’ $7,000 





Denver, Dec. 21. 
All first runs below normal with 
Santa Claus getting what business 
is around. 


Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—I Like Your Nerve’ (FN). Dull 


on $4,500. Last week ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) a fair $5,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-65) 
—Husband’s Holiday’ (Par), and 


unit. Not bad if considering the pe- 
riod; $13,000. Last week ‘The Cheat’ 
(Par) $11,800, bad. 

Paramouns: (i upiix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘Ben-Hur’ (M-G). Revival may 
do $6,000. Last week ‘The Guards- 
man’ (M-G) $6,400 in six days. 


Huffman’s Tavor (1,900; 25-35-50) 
— ‘Blond Crazy’ (WB). An indiffer- 
ent $7,000. Last week ‘Homicide 
Squad’ fair 


$8,500. 


K. C. Mopes with ‘Ticket’ 
Fair Enough on $17,000 


21. 
Male stars in evidence on all first 


Kansas City, Dec. 


run screens this week, and business 

currently just looks gair. Last week 

was one of the worst in a long time. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50) 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G). Nothing 
to get excited over; will likely show 
about $15,000. Last week ‘Corsair’ 
(UA), badly off at $13,800. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Fair and helped by vaude; close to, 
$17,000. Last week ‘Dangerous Af- 
fair’ (Col), $14,800. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘Hus- 
band’s Holiday’ (Par). ‘For Happi- 
ness a fPublix-Dubinsky theatre,’ 
newest catch line for the two side- 
by-siders; poor at about $7,500, Last 
week ‘His Woman’ (Par), $9,000. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50) — ‘Ruling 
Voice’ (FN). Should hold up for 
around $4,000. Last week ‘Sob Sis- 
ter’ (Fox), $4,500. 


Earle, D. C., Holds Up for 
$16,000 on ‘His Woman’ 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Everything dowr with the Earle 
apparently getting the better of it. 
Palace and Fox, also with stage 
shows, are getting by more easily 
than the straight picture houses, 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323; 25-35- 
50)—‘Ben-Hur’ (M-G). Quiet around 
$9,000. Last week ‘Big Parade’ (M- 
G) about $7,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35)—His Wom- 
an’ (Par) and vaude. Maybe $16,- 
000. Last week ‘Her Majesty Love’ 
(FN) liked for about $18,500. 

Fox (Fox) (2,484; 25-35-50)— 
‘Purple Sage’ (Fox) and unit. Earle 
Sande, jockey, featured on stage; 
weak under $20,000. Last week ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) only $18,100. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624; 25-35- 
50-75) — ‘Working’ Girls’ (Par). 
Won't get $7,000. Last week ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA) not much better. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 


70)—‘False Madonna’ (Par) and 
unit. Possibly $15,500. Last week 
‘Corsair’ (UA) saved by Nicola 
magic on stage; final count about 
$18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50)— 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col.) About 
$6,000; house getting ready for 


vaude and didn’t expect much this 
week. Last week ‘Secret Service’ 
(Radio) came through rather well 
at $9,500. 


Weather Makes It Worse 
In Det.; $13,000 for ‘Men’ 


Detroit, Dec, 21. 

Most houses are ’way down and 
all are playing one-week stands. 
Bad weather breaks not helping. 
Columbia has three pictures down- 
town this week, 

_ Estimates for This Week 
Michigan, ‘Deceiver’ (Col) (4,049; 





15-25-35-60) and stage show. Do- 
ing very badly; around $17,000. 
Last week ‘Husband’s Holiday’ 


(Par) was weak at $24,500. 

Fox, ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). Again 
at less than $20,000, brutal. last 
a ‘Woman Between’ (Fox) $18,- 
700. 


Fisher, ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) 
(15-25-35-60). Will get about $13,- 
000. Last week ‘Compromised’ was 


poor at $11,800. 

Paramount, ‘Guilty 
(Col) (15-25-35-60). 
new low at $7,000. 
ing High’ 
days. 

United Artists, ‘Guardsman’ (M- 
G) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75). Press 
raves won't help much; second week 
maybe $9,000 after first week of 
$15,300. 


Generation’ 
Indicates a 
Last week ‘Fly- 














(M-G) did $17,100 in 10) 


pene 


Cricks Praise, but 
Minn. Just Won’t 
Turn Out This Wk. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21, 

(Drawing population, 500,000) 
Week is living up to its reputation 
as one of the year’s worst. 


outstanding screen 
‘Over the Hill,’ 





Single 
contribution is 
which critics and 
fans are lauding. But it lacks box 
office names and seems unable to 
overcome the drawbacks of the pre- 
Christmas spot. As a result the 
Minnesota apparently is destined for 





its slimmest takings in many a 
moon, 
The Orpheum looks okay for a 


| profit, but the credit is due to vaude 
land the Weaver Brothers. Last time 
the Arkansas bunch was here house 
grossed a healthy $18,000. This week 
it may turn in $12,000. 

After a month’s darkness the Sey- 
enth Street reopens Christmas day 
witht its first run policy unchanged, 


Prices have been cut to 25 cents, ex- 
cepting before 1:30 p. m., when 15 
cents will gain admission. This is 


the same price scaling obtaining at 
the first-run Astor (Publix). It is 
the lowest admission downtown. 
Estimates for This Week 
Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)—~ 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) and unit, 
Show liked, but no drawing punch, 
due principally to season of year: 
fine reviews, but will do well to hit 
$19,000, poor. Last week ‘His Wom- 
an’ (Par) around $18,500, bad. 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) — 
‘Secret Service’ (Radio) and vaude, 
Weaver Brothers of stage draw 
here; should reach good $12,000. 
Last week ‘Way Back Home’ (Ra- 
dio) around $12,000. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Hus- 
band’s Holiday’ (Par). Panned by 
critics and Clive Brook, only im- 
portant name in cast, no magnet 
here; lucky to pass $5,500, meagre. 


Last week ‘Flying High’ (M-G) 
about $7,900. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ (Radio). First 


picture other than U. A.’s own prod- 
uct to play house; passed up by 
RKO for its Orpheum and Seventh 
Street and grabbed by U. A. for 
tough week, One critic acclaimed 
picture among year's best; maybe 
$2,000, very poor. Last week ‘Around 
the World’ (UA) near $3,000, bad. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘X 
Marks Spot’ (Tiff). About $4,000 
indicated, good enough. Last week 
‘Yellow Ticket’ (Fox) around $4,500. 
Astor (Publix) (900; 25)—‘In Line 
of Duty’ (Monogram) and ‘Platinum 


Blonde’ (Col). Latter film second 
Loop run; split week about $700, 
weak. Last week ‘False Madonna’ 
(Par) around $1,100, good. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25) — 
‘Street Scene’ (UA) and ‘Madelon 
Claudet’ (M-G), split. Should get 
$1,100, good. Last week ‘Palmy 
Days’ (UA) and ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) 


about $900. 


Band Is Pushing Albee, 
Cincy, for Fine $25,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Heidt band is pulling the Albee 
from a long” standing == slump. 
‘Frankenstein,’ with a strong first 
week, is diving as a h. o. 

Rest of rialto on expected 
pre-Xmas rations. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aibee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75) ‘Road 
to Reno’ (Par) and vaude. Heidt 
band, familiar from local hotel ene 
gagement, and WLW broadcasts, 
big on its first stage date here; 
tremendous for pre-Xmas week at 
$25,000. Last week ‘Mad Genius’ 
(WB) and James Hall, an all-time 
low, $17,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-50) 
‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB). Weak $7,500. 





slim 


Last week ‘Over the Hill’ (ox), a 
satisfactory $9,000, 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50) 
‘Frankenstein’ (WU). Only $8,500 


dribbiing currently, after great $23,- 
500 first week. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50) 
‘False Madonna’ (Par). House 
plugging direction of Stuart Walker, 
local stock name, and Bing Crosby 
short heavily; $10,500 will be more 
than expected. Last week ‘Flying 
High’ (M-G) swatted good $12,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 20-35) 
‘House Divided’ (U) and ‘Freighters 
of Destiny’ (Pathe). Split weeking 
to fair $2,600. Same figure last week 
for ‘Nice Women’ (U) and ‘Cap- 
tivation” (Standard). 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,600; 25-40) 
‘Bad Company’ (Pathe). Might 
reach $2,500. Last week ‘Phantom 
of Paris’ (M-G), $3,000. 

Ufa (400; 30-50) ‘Five Year Plan’ 
Holding over after $1,600 last week. 


WALKER’S L. I. Film 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Stuart Walker, Paramount direc- 
tor, who returned here last week 
following a vacation in New York, 
was recalled last Thursday (17), 
handle ‘Sensation.’ This Claudette 
Colbert picture will be made at the 
Long Island Studio. 


to 
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Chicago, Dec. 21. 
All present pictures in the loop } 
will take to the trail on Friday 
(Christmas Day) to be replaced by 
fresh film fodder for the holiday 
festival. Majority of houses are 


riding the present week under low 
steam as annually expected. 

Two exceptions are the Chicago 
and Oriental. The Oriental is now 
in its sixth straight week of profit, 


an unusvsl record at this house, 


which had been considered ready 
for the limbo, 
Currently the Oriental is taking 


business, the 
intact 


a new stev in show 
spotting of a 
in place of its regular pres¢ ntation. 
‘Girl Crazy’ moved in from the Gar- 
riek (legit) and is doing four and 
five shows daily under an 85-minute 
schedule. Cheap seats are selling 
best and it looks like a fine $36,000 
this week. Theatre is getting a 
heavy cheap trade in the matinees, 


legit musical 


irl Crazy’ $36,000 at Oriental, 
Drawing Heavily to Cheap Seats: 
‘Guilty Generation’ Near $19,000 


> 





largely male, being attracted by the | 


thick plugging of the strip photos 
out front. Many of the mob tread- 
ing into the Oriental have probably 
never been in over a couple of legit 
theatres in their lives. 

At the Chicago, ‘Private Lives’ 
was rushed in, following the sudden 
collapse of ‘Husband’s Holiday,’ un- 
able to last out its regular week. 
‘Lives’ went in a day ahead of 
schedule, and on its eight days ex- 
pects $43,000. It is already carded 
to go into the Oriental for a loop 
holdover on Friday (25). 

MeVicker’s has added the U.S.C.- 
Notre Dame football film to its fea- 
ture, ‘Guilty Generation,’ and the 
combo is holding well enough. Will 
be replaced by ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde.” ‘Sooky’ moves in at the 
Roosevelt, pushing out the ‘Cheat’ 
and ‘Tonight or Never’ takes the 
United Artists screen away from 
‘Around the World.’ At the State- 
Lake, ‘Frankenstein’ leaves after 
three weeks to give way to ‘Peach 
O'’Reno.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85) ‘Private Lives’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Eight days for this 
one and to healthy figures, $43,000; 
slated to move into the Oriental for 
a loop hold-over. Last week ‘Hus- 
band’s Holiday’ (Par) drew a be- 
fore-schedule yanking, and went 
out after six brutal days to $24,000; 
flicker started nicely but dropped 
away with startling suddenness. 

Loop-End (Jones-L. & S.) (1,600; 
25-35-50) ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox) and 
vaude. First of the second run 
product at this house and likely to 
be regular film food since the local 
picture supply is tightening up; 
theatre still searching for the right 
tariff and entertainment policy; 
will try one week of revue and then 
a colored show: currently stays in 
the low end of the stream at $11,000. 
Last week ‘Deceiver’ (Col) fair at 
$12,200. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.) (2,- 
200; 50-75-85) ‘Guilty Generation’ 
(Col) and U.S.C.-Notre Dame five- 
reeler. Together will stick it out 
for one week to comfortable $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Champ’ (M-G) fin- 
ished three weeks to excellent $14,- 
300. ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) 
Christmas Day. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) ‘West of Broadway’ 
(M-G) and ‘Girl Crazy,’ legit mu- 
sical, as stage show. Innovation in 
show business may get $36,000; 
show getting a heavy cheap play 
with holdouts in the early after- 
noons; picture completely sub- 
ordinated. Last weel: ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (WB) provided fine $34,200. 
i Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85) 

Surrender’ (Fox) and vaude. In- 
dicated sticking strength at $22,000. 
Last week ‘Nice Women’ (U) didn’t 
help and theatre took one of its 
lowest marks, $20,100. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. 
500; 50-75-85) ‘Cheat’ (Par) and 
Beau Hunks’ (M-G). Nothing do- 
ing; first week a mumbled $14,600 
and currently, for its final stanza, 
a flabby $8,000. ‘Sooky’ (Par) Dec. 
25, and then ‘Over the Hill’ (Fox). 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 


& K.) (1,- 


85) ‘Frankenstein’ (U). Three 
Smashing sessions; last week, the 
Second, to hefty $30,200, and cur- 


rently to not less than $15,000; best 
at this house in a bushel of Sun- 
days, ‘Peach O’Reno’ (Radio), Dec. 
<9, Slated for a one-week abide, out 
New Year's Day for ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable’ (CU). ; 


egunited Artists (Publix-UA) (i,- 
( C n 50-75-85) ‘Around World’ 
in 2’ .Pouglas Fairbanks pushed 
mn a week; ‘Tonight or Never’ 


<A). Dec. 25; full length travelog 
are likely to cover more than weak 
st4.000. ‘Guardsman’ (M-G) pushed 
: _n its seeond week, taking satis- 
actory $12,309, 











PROV. BEATING SLUMP 


‘Majesty’ and ‘Under 18’ $9,000 at 
Majestic—Working Girls’ $7,000 


Providence, Dec. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 315,600) 
Unusual good film fare all around 
is holding business up despite the 
pre-holiday bugaboo. Loew's will 
lead with ‘Corsair.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75) 
‘Corsair’ (UA). Nice going aided 
by special build-up on Laurel and 





Hardy in ‘Come Clean,’ should 
reach $12,000. Last week ‘West of 
Broadway’ (M-G) $12,800. 

Majestic (Fay) “Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN) and ‘Under 18’ (WB). 
Indicates it will hold up close to 
$9,000. Last week ‘Ambassador Bill’ 
(Fox) and ‘Speckled Band’ (Amer- 
angio) excellent at $10,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) ‘Hus- | 


band’s Holiday’ (Par). Likely to tilt 
$8,000. Last week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) 
sweet at $19,500. 


Albee (2,500; 15-50) ‘Heaven on 
Earth’ (U). Plenty of plugging and 
looks like mild $5,500. Last week 
‘Our Children’ (Radio), nine days, 
about $9,00C. 

Fays (1,600; 15-50) ‘Working 
tirls’ (Par) and vaude. House 
playing up vaude to skies, and a 


good $7,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) okay at $6,200. 


Heaven’ and Local Kids 
$10,000 at Lyric, In’apolis | 


Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 

Picture houses will not fare excep- 
tionally well this. week, but the man- 
agers have plenty to be thankful for 
because nearly all houses did very 
well last week. It was due primarily 
to Duke Ellington at the Indiana, 
Charlie Davis at the Circle, Max 
Fisher at the Lyric and ‘Flying 
High’ at the Palace. They like their 
music here. 

This week’s openings mediocre 
Some new competition, too, in the 
form of Berkell stock at the long- 
dark Keith’s, with prices at 60-35-25. 
‘Crazy Quilt,’ ‘Green Pastures’ and 
‘Vanities’ have been booked at Eng- 
lish’s as legit displays. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 50- 
35-25) —‘Ben-Hur’ (M-G). Possibly 
$6,000, which will be fair enough. 
Last week ‘Flying High’ (M-G), 
$9,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 50-35- 
25)—‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and 
vaude. Some 200 local kiddies on 
stage and should get about $10,000. 
Last week ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) oke at 
$9,000. 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 50- 
35-25)—‘Surrendew’ (Fox). A ripple 
on $7,000 because of Baxter appeal. 
Last week ‘Frankenstein’ (U) in 
second week dropped to $5,000. Pre- 
vious week, $8,000. 

Indiana (Publix) (3,300; 50-35-25) 
—Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) and 
Stage show. With Davis band back 
to help, may be $20,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 50-35-25)— 
‘Way Back Home’ (Radio). May be 
$7,000. Last week ‘Our Children’ 
(Radio) and Davis band about $10,- 
000, extremely good for this house. 

Ohio (Publix) (1,400; 15-25)—‘His 
Woman’ (Par). Replay from In- 
diana and $750. Last week ‘Local 
Boy’ (FN) about same figure. 


BUFFALO HOLDS ON: 
BILL’ A NEAT $21,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 21, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Business is holding up well in 
face of the preholiday season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3.600: 30-40-65) 
—‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Maybe 
$20,000, not bad. Last week ‘The 
Cheat’ (Par) $17,300. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox). Indicates over 
$11,000. Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ 
(WB) good at $12,500. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 25- 
35-50)—‘Flying High’ (M-G). About 
$7.000 indicated, bad. Last week 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G) $12,400 on 
eight days. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Arcund World’ (UA). Off to about 
$7,500. Last week ‘Cisco Kid’ (Fox) 
nice takings at $9,400. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Grief Street’ (ist Graphic). Five 
days only with $5,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘Left Over Ladies’ did $6,000 
and ‘Mother and Son’ (1st Graphic) 
three days only for $2,700. 

Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25)— 








$25,000 for Ash . 





‘LIVES’ ’ $13,000 





nee Bway Limp, but ‘Lives’ $80,000, 
Hell’ $33,000 and ‘Never’ $32,000: 
‘Sooky’s’ Rivoli Start Is $25,000 


day’ Poor on $8,5CO at Paramount 


Portland, Dec. 21. 
(Drawing population, 400,000) 

Grosses are down a bit currently, 
due to holdovers and program oppo- 
sish. The Culbertson.system of one- 
over-one may not work in bridge, 
but local picture patrons will go for 
one-after-another if the product is 
strong and well sold. 


Estimates for This Week 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)- 
‘Homicide Squad’ (Radio). Should| 
get fair $8,000. Last week ‘Way! 


Back Home’ (Radio) did $11,100. | 
Paramount (F WC) (3,000; 308) | 
—‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) and F-| 
M unit. Around $8,500, poor. Last 
week ‘The Cheat’ (Par), $6,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60) — ‘Surrender’ (FN). A fair 
$6,000. Last week, second of| 
‘Champ,’ $6,500. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—‘Private Lives’ (M-G). 
In second week $5,500, oke. First} 
week an excellent $8,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000: 
$5)—‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). Getting} 
average results, $3,00. Last week | 
‘Men in Her Life,’ $2,800. 


Miia | 


25- 





ia 
. 
On Frisco Return; 
2 Kid Fil 
ms Fair 
San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Seasonal lull only broken by Paul 
Ash's opening at the Warfield where 
the local prodigal son is drawing 
after an absence of seven years. 
Ash, heavily exploited, and the pic- 
ture ‘Expensive Women,’ look set 
to go over $25,000, an exceptionally 
good figure. 

Elsewhere business is off, 
kid pictures running opposition to 
each other, ‘Sooky’ at the Para- 
mount and ‘Penrod’ at Warners, and 
both fair. ‘Frankenstein,’ staying 
for a third week at the Orpheum, 
is the only holdover in town. 

Estimates for This Week 


Two 


Fox (5,000; 35-65), ‘Husband's 
Holiday’ (Par) and stage show. 
Dull at $31,000. Last week ‘Sur- 
render’ (Fox) slightly less than 


$33,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 30- 
40-65), ‘Smart Women’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Eight acts apparently sold 
as a policy, $14,000 indicates suc- 
cess. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
50), ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (8rd and 
final week). Surprise repeat hold- 
over, getting $7,000. Last week 
same film $11,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700: 35-50), 
‘Sooky’ (Par). Fair at $13,500. Last 
week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) and U.S.C.- 
Notre Dame game five-reeler pulled 
$15,000 in nine days. 

United Artists (1,200: 25-40-60). 
‘Reckless Living’ (U). Maybe $8,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Corsair’ (UA), 
same total. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-50-60), 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB) and stage 
show. Paul Ash the return draw 
here; fine $25,000 possible. Last 
week ‘West of Broadway’ (M-G), 
$21,000. . 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60). 
‘Penrod’ (FN). On $6,000, off. Last 
week ‘Mad Genius’ (WB) surpris- 
ingly poor, $7,500. 


(2,270; 25-35- 





Balto. Shows as Expected; 
Safe’ $17,000 at Century 


Baltimore, Dec. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 

The Palace, one time Columbia 
burlesque stand, reopens with 
straight vaude Xmas day. Means 
opposition to the Hipp. 

Lean days this week, and pictures 
are generally not outstanding in 
character. Just marking time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA)—‘Safe in 
Hell’ (FN) (3,200; 25-60). If fair 
$17,000, lucky. Last week ‘West of 

sway’ (M-G) just managed to come 
through with $18,500. 

Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall) 
—‘Corsair’ (UA) (8,600; 25-60). 
Shopping will hurt and hardly over 
$16,500. Last week ‘Private Lives’ 
(M-G) satisfactory around $29,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA)—‘Ben-Hur’ 
(M-G) (1,200; 25-35). Revival may- 
be $2,800. Last week ‘The Champ’ 
(M-G) a good $3,900. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) — ‘Ben-Hur’ 
(M-G) (1,000; 25-35). Possibly $4,- 
000. Last week ‘The Champ’ (M-G) 
an excellent $4,700. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — ‘House 
Divided’ (2,500; 25-50). Getting 
drift ins; a pretty fair $8,000. Last 
week ‘Guilty Generation’ $9,000. 

Hipp (Rappaport)—‘The Tip-Off’ 
and vaude (2,500; 25-50). Chance 
for moderate $10,000. Last week ‘X 
Marks Spot’ (Tiff) a good $12,000. 

New (Mechanic)—‘Rainbow Trail’ 
(1,800; 25-50). Not over $6,000. Last 
week ‘Way Back Home’ (Radio) a 
disappointment; off at $6,500. 

Rivoli (Rome)—‘Women Go On 





‘Too Many Cooks’ (Radio), Around | 
$2,500 and $3,000 weekly consist- 
ently. 


Forever’ (1,800; 25-40). Say a weak 
$3,500. Last week ‘The Deceiver’ 
also $3,500. 





a. 





N. H. SHOPPING, TOO 


Roger Sherman and Poli Prepare 
for Vaude—Surrender’ $10,000 


New Haven, Dec. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 300,000) 


Town has gone to rest, theatri- 
cally speaking, this week. Roger 
Sherman closed Sunday (20) for 


preparatory to. in- 
augurate of eight-act vaude Dill 
Xmas Day. House will also show 
feature film and return to a 65 cent 
top. 

Final stage presentation at 
Poli currently as house also 
vaude with Xmas opening. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and unit. 
Near $13,000, fair enough. Farina 
in person. Last week ‘False Ma- 
donna’ (Par) got $12,100. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) and unit. Probably a mod- 
est $10,000 despite favorable com- 


alternations 


the 


goes 


ment. Last week ‘Private Lives’ 
(M-G) faded but finished to good 
$14,500. 


Roger Sherman (2,200; 50) ‘Age 
for Love’ (UA). A mild $2,000 for 
three days. Last week ‘Consolation 
Marriage’ (Radio) and ‘Runaround’ 
light at $4,500. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘West of 
Broadway’ (M-G). Looks low at 
$3,000. Last week ‘Cuban’ (M-G) 
fair at $4,600. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Deceiver’ 
and ‘Nice Women.’ Headed for 
quiet $3,500. Last week ‘Holmes’ 
Fatal Hour’ and ‘Leftover Ladies,’ 
$3,800. 


‘Hur’ and Tots on Stage 
$16,000 at Par’s Newark 


Newark, Dec. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 850,C00) 
‘Ben-Hur,’ with kiddie show, is 








opening bigger than expected at 
Loew’s. 
But nothing will be great this 


week. 

Interest is concentrated on what 
will happen Xmas and later, with 
the Branford using Fanchon & Mar- 
co units and the Mosque eight acts 
of vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50)— 
‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) and ‘Fanny 
Foley’ (Radio). Not better than $5,- 
000; doesn’t include Xmas, Last 
week ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) weak 
on six days, $5,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Good Sport’ (Fox) and ‘The Deceiv- 
er’ (Col). Both first runs may beat 
$3,000. Last week ‘Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G) weak at $3,500. 

Carlton (Ufa) (436; 35-50— ‘Der 
Falsche Ehemann’ (Ufa). May do 
$800. Last week ‘Schlacht von Ba- 
demuende’ (Ufa), weak at $900. 

Little (Fine Arts Theatre) (299; 
50) —‘Buehnenfieber’ (Tobis) and 
stage show. Addition of Violet Mc- 
Kee dance school pupils ought to 
boost to $1,300. Last week second of 
‘Lustigen Weiber con Wien’ (Capi- 
tal), claimed good $1,700. 

Loew’s State (2,780: 30-50)—Ben- 
Hur’ (M-G) and vaude. Lippel Cutie 
Kids will finish to comparatively 
good $16,000. Last week ‘Platinum 
3londe’ (Col) pale at $14,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—‘The Cheat’ (Par) and 
vaude. Probably will not include 
Xmas; if not, won't reach $13,000. 
Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par) oke 
at $16,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and 


vaude. Good enough at $15,000. Last 
week Olsen and Johnson with 


‘Friends and Lovers’ (Radio) disap- 
pointed at $14,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Our Children’ (Radio) and ‘Gay 
Buckaroo’ (Allied), with ‘Pagan 
Lady’ and ‘Is There Justice’ (World 
Wide) split. Does not include Xmas; 
should reach $5,000. Last week ‘Sui- 


cide Fleet’ (Pathe) and ‘Soul of 
Slums’ with ‘Blonde Crazy’ (WR) 
and ‘Convicted’ (Supreme) fair 


enough at nearly $7,000. 





Casey Confers with Union 
Men East Over Studios 


Pat was in conference in 
New York yesterday (21) with the 
union men over a continuance of 
the postponed labor contracts with 
the coast 


Casey 


studios. 

Present temporary agreement is 
up Dee. 31. It is expected a further 
adjournment will be had, for final 
adjustment at a meeting on Jan. 6. 

Casey returned to New York late 
last week from the coast. He ex- 


Current six day week will cut 
short the grief All but three of 
the major spots change shows on 


Thursday, before Christmas. Bright 
spots in the pre-hoiiday lull are the 
Capitol and ‘Private Lives,’ on the 
way to a nice $80,000, and the 
Strand’s ‘Safe in Hell,’ which may 
see $33,000 on the strength of an 
attention grabbing campaign. Roxy 
is heading in on its second week of 
a ‘name’ policy with Ruth Etting 
and Borrah Minnevich but will be 
lucky to do $50,000 with ‘Makers of 
Men’ on the screen for seven days. 
Lillian Roth is at the Paramount 
where $40,000 for a six-day period 


for ‘Heaven on Earth’ means it’s 
quiet. 
Gloria Swanson film will do 


the Rialto on its 
considering the 
however, sticking 
third week, 


around $32,000 at 
first week, good 
period. Mayfair, 
to ‘Frankenstein’ for a 


even if for only six days, will do 
nicely for $26,000. Might have held 
a fourth week but that the boys 


want to shoot the film into the RKO 
nabes, 

At the Rivoli ‘Sooky’ seems a light 
favorite at $25,000 or, at least, a 
slow starter. Will be followed here 
by ‘Jekyll and Hyde.’ 

On the specials the Gaiety’s ‘Are- 
rowsmith’ is moving along okay 
with carriage-trade support. Astor 
switches from ‘The Champ’ to ‘Hell 
Divers’ tonight (22), and Criterion 
finished its first week with ‘Ex- 
plorers of the World’ for around an 
okay $12,000, being under auspices, 
etc. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,120; $1-$2) “The Champ’ 
(M-G). Closed pretty good six- 
weeks’ run Monday (21) night. ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) opens tonight (22). 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Pri- 
vate Lives’ (M-G) (1st week) and 
stage show. Booked for a couple 
of weeks so that Garbo-Novarro 
film, ‘Mata-Hari’ (M-G) can arrive 
Dec. 31; good headwork, as $80,000 
proves. Last week ‘Flying High’ 
(M-G) a meagre $48,700. 

Criterion (886; $1-$1.50) ‘Explorers 
of ‘World’ (Raspin) (2d week), This 
endowed run doing okay; did $12,- 
000 on first week, with indefinite 
stay ahead. 

Gaiety (808; $1-$2) ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(3rd week). Class trade holding 
up this one; not getting general run 
of fans; in for six weeks, maybe 


longer. 

Paramount (2,664; 40-65-85-$1) 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and stage 
show. Limp $40,000 on six days. 
Last week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) went 
to a fair $55,900. 

‘Tonight 


Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) 


or Never’ (UA) (ist week). Gloria 
Swanson's picture on pre-Xmas 
opening okay at $32,000. Last week 


‘Ben Hur’ (M-G) revival made a low 
and hasty exit after second week to 
$9,200. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) 
‘Frankenstein’ (WU) (3rd week). 
With $26,000 looked for current six 
days, film could have held over, but 
being shoved into nabes, Last 
week, on its second stanza, film 
reached house's former record of 
$42,800. Three weeks total is $122,- 
600, easily biggest so far here. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Sooky’ 
(Par) (Ist week). Kind of slow at 
$25,000 but may be the holiday 
pause. Last week ‘Struggle’ (UA) 
finished nine days to $14,100. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-50-75-$1-$1.50) 
‘Makers of Men’ (Col) and stage 
show. Plenty down at $50,000 gait. 
Last week ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) but 
$49,300. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) ‘Safe 
in Hell’ (FN). At $33,000 good 
enough to hold over, but being let 
go for ‘Under 18’ (WB); strong 
campaign on ‘Help’ the spark here. 
Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ (FN), on 
second and final, finished to okay 
$24,700. 

Warners 
‘Secret Witness’ 
at $2,500. Last 


(1,100; 
(Col). 
week 


25-35-50-75) 
Just so-so 
‘Branded 


Men’ (Tiff) $2,700. 

Winter Garden (1,418: 35-65-85- 
$1) ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) (4 
week). Exits Thursday (24) to 
make way for ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WRB). Last week $9,700; had medi- 
ocre stay. 


Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130: 50-75) 
‘Emil und Die Detektive (Ufa) and 
Punch and Judy show. Opened 
weak; looks less than $2,000! word- 
of-mouth and holidays may help 
jump on second stanza. Last week 
‘Geheimdienst’ (Ufa) toppled on its 
third and final stanza to $2,300. 


Old Soldiers Sound 
Quincy, IIL, Dec. 21, 
Lippincott hall, Soldiers’ Home, 
being equipped for sound pictures, 
with first showing Christmas Day. 
This is a Christmas present by 
the management of the home to the 








pects to remain east until around 
Jan. 20. 


1,000 members. They show first run 
pictures. 
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Amusement Shares Yield as Bonds 


Turn Dull and Steady; Loew, Par. 
Back Away from Top on Recovery 


The amusement stocks put up an 
indifferent show in yesterday’s 
(Mon.) market, with the active is- 


sues backing away from their highs 
on the recovery. Loew slipped back 


or 
‘ 


below 2 returned 


its bot- 


and Paramount 


to within a fraction of 
tom. The course of price suggested 
that the selling was better than the 
buying and also tended to confirm 
the impression that the sensational 
run-up of Friday and Saturday had 


been used for passing out long 
stock. 
Only favorable item was that 


trading turned quiet on the decline 
in most although the turn- 
over in Paramount exceeded 20,000 
shares, one lot coming out of 15,- 
000 shares in one trade. 

Bonds, upon which speculative at- 
tention is centered, did only fairly 
well, with dealings at a minimum 
and most prices almost unchanged. 
An exception was Warner Bros., 
whose loans were definitely weak. 

General market had the appear- 
ance of cautious selling. While 
there were a few scattered gains, 
they were more than offset by such 
incidents as a new bear market low 
in Standard of Jersey at 26%, losses 
of more than 3 in American Tel. & 
Tel. and nearly as much in Steel. 

RKO touched a new bottom at 
75 cents, while the new stock was 
repeated in a few trades at 4, Co- 
lumbia pictures on the Curb 
dropped back to a new low at 2% 
with the news of the passing of the 
quarterly dividend, or deferring of 


cases 


a vote on it, which amounts to 
much the same thing. Company 
attributes much of its difficulties 


to troubles with foreign exchange 
losses. 

Pictures generally failed to keep 
abreast of the swift rally of late 
last week, and were among the first 
to beat a retreat yesterday, once 
again signalling that the liquidation 
in this group probably is not yet 
over. 

Parallel of 1930 

Most interesting of the develop- 
ments of last week was the similari- 
ty of the midweek turn-around to 
the like market performance in the 
same week of 1930. The sudden and 
unlooked-for change in direction 
came again on Dec. 18, correspond- 
ing almost to a day with the face- 
about of last year. The initia] ad- 
vance this time, however, was much 
more moderate than that of Decem- 
ber 30, being measured by less than 
7 points in the averages this time, 
compared with about 9 a year ago. 

Course of prices in 1930, which 
now takes on special interest, since 
the current market so far has fol- 
lowed the same pattern, was to go 
into a trading range until the end of 
the year, flattening out in early Jan- 
uary, as though taking a long breath 
for the major upturn that followed, 
running along into late February, 
when there started the long decline 
that culminated June 5. 

There is, of course, no assurance 
that this market will follow the 
same trend from now on, but the 
identical design has been followed 
so far, and the thought that it will 
continue is worth examining. Dis- 
regarding the time elements of sea- 
sonal and year-end movements, a 
valid question is raised whether the 
sharp bulge of last week may not 
have been an intermediate rally in- 
cidental to the broad down trend, 
resembling the similar chart picture 
in the third week of September, a 
sensational two-day rally that mere- 
ly interrupted the decline that cli- 
maxed Oct, 5. 

One ingenious statistician discov- 
ered that in the three preceding 
major bear movements the interval 
between peak and bottom was ex- 
actly 82 trading days, and if the 
current movement proves to con- 
form to that shape, it ought to cul- 
minate about the middle of Febru- 
ary. 

Out of all these hunches there has 
grown up a divergence of view as to 
the outlook, with brokerage advice 
generally being to limit speculative 
plays and act with a high degree of 
trading caution. 

Last week’s sudden spurt on the 
upside, of course, was entirely in 
response to a broad and sensational 
recovery in bonds, starting with the 
secondary railroad descriptions and 
spreading out to take in the run of 
industrials, with the amusement 
amusement loans generally sharing 
only moderately in the upturn. 

Bank Pool Discounted 

Prompt reaction to the recovery in 
bonds was the thought that the 
much-discussed bankers’ pool had 
gone inte action, but this explana- 


+ 





+ J . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Stock Exchange 

Net 
Sales High. Low.Close.ch’g. 
100 Cons.F. pf. 10 10 10 
3.100 East. Kod. 83% 8&2 82 -—1 
2100 Fox F..... 3% 3% 3% . 
1,500 Gen. Thr.. 12 t— & 
200 Keith pf.. 20% 20% 20% +5% 
4,800 Loew ..... 28 265, 26% —1% 
400 M-G-M pf. 18 18 18 —% 
23,400 Par-P .... 6% 6% 6%— % 
400 Pathe A... 1% 1% 1%— % 
36.600 BER. ccce 6g 5% S%— &% 
14,000 RKO ..... 1 % %*— % 
5.200 W. Bucece 3 28 2%— % 
Bonds* 
$21,000 Gen. Thr.. 35 3% 3%—% 
2,000 Loew . &1 81 81 +1 
1,000 Par-Fam... 48 48 48 —1 
4,000 Par-P 41%4 40 4152+ % 
5,000 W. B..ece 29 28% 23 2 
Curb 
100 Fox Thr., 5 BE Ss 
500 Col, P. cf 3 2% 2% —1%% 
300 Gen. Thr. % on %—— & 
400 Tech ..... 1% %% 41% 
*Sales and prices to 2.10 p. m. 











tion does not look entirely satisfy- 
ing. A banker pool would not have 
brass-banded such a move, but 
would have been content to offer 
support sufficient to steady the mar- 
ket without a violent and disturb- 
ing run up. Banks had been liqui- 
dating throughout December for 
year-end window-dressing purposes. 

It would be logical to expect them 
to be in the market for repurchases 
after Jan. 1, but this middle of De- 
cember would be a poor time to have 
large resources again tied up in 
bonds that they had only a few days 
before been selling. What is more 
likely is that a speculative plunge 
was undertaken in the bond list, and 
was enough, added to the cautious 
investment buying, to halt the 
frightened dumping of securities. 
With the recovery in the bond list, 
the stock market responded. 

Bonds had been dumped on the 
assumption that sales in that de- 
partment were the result of calcu- 
lated estimates of the outlook by 
strong banks. With the recovery, 
the inference immediately became 
popular that equally strong interests 
had discerned a turn in the tide and 
were taking on securities according- 
ly. That is mere supposition. 

Actual favorable developments 
were the feeling that the railroads 
and the unions are near an agree- 
ment on a wage cut; the prospect of 
an agreement among copper pro- 
ducers to curtail output, and the 
clarifying of the Washington situa- 
tion in respect to the international 
debt question. Against these favor- 
able omens there is a lack of any 
sign of definite betterment in the 
steel business, with production at a 
low point for 10 years, a horde of 
divided Cals or suiTight omissions. 
and a basically unchanged state of 
world depression, a mixture of good 
and bad that makes a confusing pic- 
ture. 

Film Issues Sluggish 

There was no news to influeuce 
the picture stocks. Paramount’s 
bonds sank to an unbelievable low 
of 33 for the 54's and 40 for the 6’s, 
while the common stock nosedived 
to 5%; Loew bonds dropped to 70 
and the stcok to 23%, and RKO 
broke through the dollar sign to be 
quoted at 8744 cents. These look 
like prices from which there should 
normally be a rebound of sensational 
scope, given surrounding market 
strength. On the contrary, the re- 
covery was moderate. Loew did 
best, with a top on the recovery of 
28%, Par just above 7 for the stock 
and 40 and 41 for the old and new 
bonds, respectively. RKO showed 
no resilience whatever and remained 
listlessiy close to or at its low. 

The preferred stocks did much 
better. Metro-Goldwyn senior issue 
snapped back more than 3 points on 
minor dealings and the senior Loew 
stock leaped 11 points in a few 
transactions, moving from 56 to 67 
in two days, a fairly strong recov- 
ery, even though it did finish the 
week still net off nearly 5 points, 

One plausible explanation of the 
slump in senior stocks last week, 
which might easily have happened 
to Loew, was the fact that hard 
pressed longs had been forced to 
bring out their gilt edge preferred 
stocks to bolster tottering margin 

(Continued on page 17) 





Up Tax Committees 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Committees to consider any tax 
bill submitted and which might in- 
clude the present intention to tax 
theatre admission tickets down to 
10¢c., on a 10% basis, will be: 

Ways and Means Committee— 
House, William Collier, Dem., Miss., 
chairman. Finance committee, Sen- 
ate, Reed Smoot, Rep., Utah, chair- 





man, 


CLOSED BUT OPEN 


Dewitt Theatre, Syracuse, Subject 
of Action by Receivers 





Syracuse, Dec. 21. 

Between $30,000 and $40,000 worth 
of film contracts were left hanging 
in midair when receivers for the 
Dewitt Development Corp. anda 
Julian S. Brown, millionaire night 
club and theatre operator, closed 
the Dewitt theatre, formerly the 
Empire, here. 

Contracts are hanging pending 
decision by Federal Judge Bryant 
on an application to permit the re- 
ceivers to abandon or disavow the 
contracts as ‘burdensome in view 
of the fact that they are not run- 
ning the playhouse any longer.’ 
Agreement is said to be pending 
between the receivers and the Gur- 
ney Realty Co., by which the former 
will leave certain equipment in the 
theatre and make a financial adjust- 
ment. Brown’s five-year lease has 
approximately three and a half 
years to run. 

The affairs of the corporation are 
scarcely more involved than the 
management of the Dewitt theatre 
itself. Receivers closed the house 
Dec. 11, but it failed to go dark last 
week. Presumably Howard Kelley, 
who operated the house for Brown, 
has reopened the theatre on his 
own, 


CANDIDATES FOR I. A. 
PRES. AT JUNE MEET 


By the time the I. A. meets in 
regular convention next June, the 
place to be selected by the execu- 
tive board at its midwinter session 
in February, the list of prospective 
candidates to succeed William F. 
Canavan, who resigned, may be the 
longest in the history Of the Al- 
liance. 

William F. Elliott, as first vice, 
who has stepped into Canavan’s 
place, will serve out his unexpired 
term. 

The I. A. meets in convention 
every two years, at which time of- 
ficers are elected. 


RKO Subscription Rts 
Expire, ‘A’ Stock at 4 


Yesterday (21) was the final day 
on which RKO stockholders were 
entitled to subscribe to the $5 de- 
benture issue which RCA is under- 
writing for the company and 
amounting to $11,600,000. No infor- 
mation so far as to the number that 
have’ subscribed. Only 2,314,543 
shares of a total 2,380,291 are en- 
titled to the privilege. That’s the 
number which were voted at the 
extraordinary meeting held in Bal- 
timore, 

That $5 thing goes share for 
Share alilthoggh’ sharehociders need 
pay only half of the amount or $2.50 
per share at once. Failure to sub- 
scribe means the shareholder gets 
his stock holdings reduced to \% of 
what it was. If he subscribes he 
not only gets the $5 debenture for 
which he pays extra but also % of a 
share of ‘A’ stock free. The de- 
benture and the % share go together. 
Neither can be acquired separately 
nor sold separately for three years. 
The balance of $2.50 is subject to 
RKO demand. 

In the meantime RKO announced 
that the Certificate of Incorporation 
of the corporation has been duly 
amended and that certificates for 
the new Common ‘A’ stock includ- 
ing fractions of shares thereof are 
being delivered upon transfers and 
in exchange of outstanding certifi- 
cates of the old stock. 

Commercial National Bank and 
Trust Company, 56 Wall street, is 
the transfer agent. The new ‘A’ is 
listed on the Stock Exchange and 
amounts to around 580,000 shares. 
First floor trade was put through 
Saturday (19) at $4. 

Certificates representing deben- 
tures and ‘A’ stock subscribed for 
will be mailed to stockholders. 


Judgments 


Dorothy Deer Horn; M. Phillips; 
$65. 

International 16 M-M Pictures, 
Inc.; Stebbins Leterman & Gates, 
Inc.; $2,030. 

Madruhal Amusement Co., Inc.; 
R. C. A. Photophone, Inc.; $5,980. 

Phillip T. Rossiter; Conlew, Inc.; 
$660. 

Amateur Radio Specialty Co., 
Paramount Broadcasting Co., S. 
D'Angelo, Radio Broadcasting Sta- 
tion WSGH; John H. Brogan, Inc.; 
$140. 

Colorcraft Corp-; Manufacturers 














Machine & Tool Co., Inc.; $4,161. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Couple of coast independents making pictures, mainly depending og 
English releases, are wondering if the drop in the pound sterling is not 
the real reason for recent rejections of stories submitted. Under the cone 
tracts with the English distributors the agreements call for approval of 
scripts before productions are begun, otherwise voiding the contracts, 
As the contracts are written in terms of dollars the English distributors 
find themselves paying out more in pounds than they originally figured on, 

Heretofore story approval was a routine proposition but recently re. 
jections have been heavy, with the Hollywood boys figuring that the 
English are not so slow and that the sad news, asking for a revision, will 
follow. 





A matter of a $42,000 debt is reported to have been mixed up with a 
recent decision in New York not to exhibit a talker that had been 
shipped east for that purpose. Producer of the picture was alleged to 
have declined payment of the amount of balance, whereupon the creditor 
used influence, it is said, to prevent the immediate exhibition of the film, 

The debt is reported to have stood for over two years, and is a balance 
of an original $90,000 bill for work performed in connection with another 
picture of the same producer’s. Producer’s attitude toward the a/c 
angered the creditor who awaited his chance in the east, 

Balance still unsettled. 


The Hays Organization is putting to many uses a revised feature have 
ing to do with the history of pictures. In it is contained material dating 
back to the very start of the business, The feature has been cut to 
four reels. 

One use of the redressed subject will be to help publishers exploit Ben 
Hampton's recent book, “A History of the Movies.” Literati have been 
invited to a special showing at the Fox home office tomorrow afternoon 
(Wednesday). 

Feature is also scheduled for many showings before civic organiza- 
tions as institutional propaganda for the industry. 


RKO narrowly escaped tying up with Seth Parker for a second talker, 
following his first, ‘Way Back Home.’ That picture started fairly well 
in a few well exploited spots, when the idea of a No. 2 commenced to 
run rampant. Other gross reports coming in leaned the other way, which 
led the RKO heads to defer judgment. 

Now the Parker picture is not a money success, it is said. 
Parker’s first picture. He had been something of a Sunday night 
radio attraction, mostly in New England, through an evangelistical 
slant to his talks. In some cities and section his standing was nil, and 
at other points he had never been heard of. Where known the Parker 
film drew an elderly audience, mostly people around and over 50. 


It was 


Paramount News crew ran into government regulations while getting 
pictures of the Federal prison at Leavenworth, the scene of the recent 
prison break. 

J. L. Herrmann, cameraman, had his camera confiscated by a prison 
guard who held him prisoner for a couple of hours while the film was 
developed by prison inmates. Acting Warden Zerbst explained to Herr- 
mann that it was contrary to the rules of the Department of Justice for 
any pictures to be taken of the prison or grounds. The news crew had 
flown to the prison from St. Louis, 


Total of the picture industry’s campaign for the unemployed will 
never be known, President Hoover has requested the Hays Organization 
to keep the figure a secret, it is said. ‘ 

Aside from this request Haysites stated it would be impossible ever 
to arrive at an official calculation. Hundreds of small towns did not 
report into headquarters, nor were they required to. The money which 
they gathered was turned over to local committees and disbursed locally. 
Only the big cities have turned in their figures and not all of these are 
representative of the total amounts, Haysites admit. 


Practically every Hollywood picture columnist took a guess at the 
cast of Metro’s ‘Grand Hotel’ before the studio came out with any kind 
of announcement. Every important player on the Metro payroll was 
picked by one or more film commentators for the story, but the studio 
+n raintained silence while ebtaining publicity by the yard with little 
effort. 

Result was the scribes were all breathlessly waiting for M-G’s official 


dictum to see if they had guessed right, Guessing started several 
months ago. 


Sid Grauman’s return to the Chinese theatre, Hollywood, bearing 
his name, came about through Metro refusing to spot its better product 
at $1.50 at that theatre on the contention that it couldn’t make any 
money at the business the house has been doing. 

Whereupon Oscar Oldknow and Mike Marco told the Metro sutdio that 
if they got Sid Grauman back the latter could ballyhoo big stage shows 

(Continued on page 21) 





Beantown Is Struggling; z 
Deceiver’ Around $14,000 


Boston, Dec. 21. 
Houses in the shopping district 


Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento, Dec. 21. 
Premier Attractions Ine., County of 
Los Angeles, (Picture business and em- 


ployment agency. Capi 
pron ammng 2 pital stock 1,000 








: : subscribed, L. Ryan, A. 

peoene, We. Wollman, Leo Shapiro, Harry | will get the breaks this week. As 

cAkmbassador Hotel Operating _Co., expected, it’s quiet. 

. y o os Angeles. Capital stock i 

1,000 shares, none subscribed. Paul Estimates for the pehaaae 

Feesell, Clinton La fTourrette, Kent Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75). 
Glendale Capitel Theatre Co. Ltd. ‘Husband's Holiday.’ (Par) and unit. 

Capital stock changed from $70,000 in| May do $30,000. With ew Con- 


$100 shares to 700 shares no par value, 





C. W. Young, Phyllis Young, Lou An- rad in person, fair under Gonditions. 
ger, Alvin ena ines Last week ‘His Woman’ (Par). 
ge Talking Picture Co., Los An- $30,000. 
geles. Sound equipment compan in- ith’ : 5 ‘Ar 
corporated 1915, capital stock $290,000, Keith's (4,000; 35-50), aeoune 
increased to $1.00, 000 1924, World’ (UA) and ‘Age for Love’ 
orinne ariffit Productions, Ine. 5 
(Certified copy New York dissolution } (Caddo). Not much over $12,500 
Incorporated 1923, capital stock 100,000. | week. Last week ‘Frankenstein’ 


Faultless Pictures, Ine, 
Delaware dissolution.) 
1925, capital stock $250,900. 

Asher-Small and Rogers, Inc., Los An- 
geles. (Picture business and employment 
agency incorporated 1926.) Capital stock 
$250,000. 


(Certified copy 
Incorporated 





Lease Gazzolo’s Imperial 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

New corporation was formed last 
week to operate the Imperial thea- 
tre, westside. Incorporated for $26,- 
000, by Florence Paley, Jack Dvork 
and Harry P. Munns. 

Company, known as the Imperial 
Theatre Co., has the house on a 10- 
year lease, from Frank Gazzolo, 
owner of the building. 





(U) did $13,700 in third week. 
Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50), ‘The 
Deceiver’ (Col). With Xmas shop- 


pers ought to get $14,000. Last week 
‘House Divided,’ a fair $15,000. 
Scollay (Publix), (vaudfilm), ‘His 


Woman’ (Par). Lucky to do bet- 
ter than $13,000. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60), %X 
Marks Spot’ (Tiff). Headed for 


about $6,000. Last week ‘Local Boy’ 
(FN) good $7.500. 


Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60), %& 
Marks Spot’ (Tiff). Companion 
house to Olympia, about $6,500. Last 


week ‘Local Boy’ $7,109. 


Okay. 
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Bacos Charged with Per} jury by 
Ingram } in Corniglion s Defense 


Paris, Dec. 21. 


red Bacos, administrative head 


ef the Paramount Joinville studios, 
in the absence of Robert Kane, has 
been subpoenaed to appear before 
the criminal investigation judge of 
Nice Dec. 27 on a charge of giving 
false testimony in a civil suit. Suit 
was that of Rex Ingram against 
Corniglion for $260,000 in the sale of 
Ingram’s Nice studios to Gaumont- 
Franco Film-Aubert. 

Ingram’s claim in the first suit 
was that Corniglion, acting as In- 
gram's attorney in the deal, collected 
$400,000 from G-F F- but turned 
over only $140,000. Corniglion’s an- 
gswer was to the effect that he had 
bought the studios from Ingram for 
$140,000 on his own account and had 
later resold to Gaumont for $260,000 
profit. Baco’s evidence in favor of 
Corniglion cleared the latter, the 
lower civil court finding against the 
American. 

Now Ingram has reopened the suit 
in criminal court charging Cornig- 
lion was his attorney and defrauded 
him. Bacos is named as Cornig- 
lion’s accomplice by Ingram. 

At the time of the deal Bacos was 
Ingram’s employee, with Ingram 
charging in court that Bacos, during 
that period, stole some written evi- 
dence corroborating Corniglion’s 
guilt out of the Ingram offices. In- 
gram further charges that Bacos 
threatened him (Ingram) with ex- 
posure of fraudulent tax returns if 
implicated in the suit. 


Will ae, Didn’t Sail, 
Which Leads to Other 
Stories, Reports, Etc. 


London, Dec. 21. 

Will Evans’ decision to sail on the 
*‘Aquitania’ for New York last 
Wednesday (16) underwent one of 
those last minute changes, with 
Evans still here. Inside is supposed 
to be that the layoff is due to a 
special directors’ meeting of Moss 
Empires scheduled for Thursday 
(24) when several officials will be 
let out. 

Supposedly, Evans was going to 
#ail in order to put over his co-op- 
erative booking scheme in New York 
over the head of British agents for 
American film companies. With 
beaucoup prophecies on both sides 
of the ocean that he would not sail. 

Another important meet that’s 
keeping Evans here is an extraordi- 
hary general meeting of Moss Em- 
Pires’ stockholders scheduled for 
early in the new year, at which Col. 
Bromhead, representing the Den- 
ham Trust, subsid of Gaumont- 
British, and a big Moss stockholder, 
will oppose Evans’ leadership and 
suggest that Gaumont-British be- 
Come film bookers for Moss Em- 
Pires. 

Gaumont-British had practically 
concluded negotiations to book the 
Picture end of Moss chain, when 
Evans forestalled the deal. 

Meantime, the position of R. H. 
Gillespie as joint managing director 
of Moss Empires, in charge of legit | 
and vaude, is dependent on the suc- 
cess of John Murray Anderson's re- 


vue for the Hippodrome. Should 
the revue flop, ’tis said, Giliespie 
will have to move down, with 


Charles Gulliver, another Moss di- 





shoe < 


rector, moving up into his 


Leaders in London 


London, Dee. 21. 

e fog and pre-Christmas | 
the week-end's show | 
continued at a bright pace. 
Congress Dances’ (U fa) at the| 
civelt and ‘Sunshine Susie’ at the 
Capitol head the picture field for 
£roszes, 

‘Huckleberry Finn’ 
‘taza will hold 


scheduled Jaques Fe, 
"1940." 


De Spit » th 
? 
i@t-doy wns, 
b 


usin esc 


(Par) 
two weeks 


at the 





AUTHORS’ RIGHTS 





Bureau 
Countries 


International 


Berlin—All Invited 





Berlin, Dec. 21. 
International bureau for investi- 
gation of author's rights was 
founded at the offices of Spio last 
week. French exhibitor Raymond 
Lussiez was named president, others 


present being Anderson, of Sven- 
skfilmco, Steckholm; Crow, London 
exhib, and Scheer, president of the 
German exhibitors’ union. 

All picture producing countries 
will be requested to join the organ- 
ization in order that uniform au- 
thors’ royalties may be decided on 
and the music consumers of all 


countries may also unite similarly. 
Intention is to avoid double pay- 

ment to composers and authors, Of- 

fices will be situated in Paris. 


EMELKA HELPED OUT BY 
P-N & HARDY BANKERS 


Berlin, Dec. 

Christoph Muelleneisen is 
from Paris with the problems of 
Emelka evidently again smoothed 
for the time being. Pathe-Natan 
of Paris and the Hardy bankers of 
Munich, took over the $600,000 
worth of Emelka shares held by the 
Berlin Commers Privatbank, thus 
controlling 62% of the Emelka ma- 
jority. 

Each of the two purchasers paid 
$214,000 for his batch of shares. 
Means that Emelk:. is now in pos- 
session of its chain of theatres 
again, with T. Natan and Hardy 
holding a first mortgage. 

Probability i.ow is that produc- 
tion manager Karl Grune will re- 
sign from Emelka. Kommerzienrat 
Krauss, former Emelka g.m., is ex- 
pected to rejoin the company under 
the new conditions. 





21. 
back 





M-C’s Versions 


Culver City, Dec. 21. 
Metro will probably do a few 
direct-shot foreign versions as a re- 
sult of Arthur Loew’s and Ludwig 
Lawrence's visit here. Latter are 
apparently satisfied with the 
studio’s sync results but want to 
experiment on the direct linguals. 
Sudden decision to be back in 
New York for Christmas prompted 
Loew, Lawrence, and Howard Deitz 
to fly back Saturday (19). 


Report Neverxe In on 
Spanish Film Project 


Hollywood, Dec. 2i. 
Ramon Novarro is reported finan- 
cially interested in a company be- 
ing formed to make Spanish fea- 
tures. Carlos Borcosque, former 
Metro foreign version director, is 
promoting the venture with Carlos 





Novarro, brother of the actor, also 
interested. 

Productions will be made in Hol- 
lywood., 


French Easing Up 


Paris, Dee. 21. 
Local film producers are soft- 
pedalling on production for a while. 
Paramount's Joinville studiog is 
slackening the pace considerably, 
having 15 completed and unreleased 

pictures on hand. 
Pathe-Natan has cancelled 


der production 


Ufa’s B’klyn Hunt 


+ 


Direct Battle in Australia with 


FILM, OL GS 
OWAP CREDIT 


—— 


| Picture Cash in So. America | 


Started in 








| matters could be cleared around 
without trouble. 
The problem becomes compli- 








— j 


Ufa is hunting for a house in| 
Brooklyn. —_ atre could be used 
for Ufa product, second run to New 
York. 


Firm’s policy has been not to give 
its pictures second runs in any spot, 
with advertising to that effect. Be- 
lief is, however, that Brooklyn is 
far enough away from the Ufa- 
Cosmopolitan, N. Y., not to conflict. 


| 


Paid to U. S. Oil Corp. | 
Branch for Native Payroll 
and Oil Co. Reciprocates 
with Dollars in New York | 
—Idea Capable of Vast | 


Expansion | 
} 


SEE CLEARING HOUSE 


International co-operation by | 
American filmdom, as well as other | 
major American industries, is being | 
organized for the purpose of clear- | 


ing up world money exchange head- 


aches. 
Thus far the deals arranged have | 
been of an individual character, | 


each company working out its own 
problems. New proposal is to get/| 
together all film firms, through their | 
foreign offices, to combine on a way 
out. With about half of the world 
having laws forbidding exportation 
of money accruing there, it is fel 
that the answer may be an inter- 
national clearing house for film 
finance. } 

One of the major American pic- 
ture companies has an arrangement | 
in effect with a big oil concern to | 
help in the South American muddle. | 
With income for this film company | 
accruing and multiplying in foreign | 
banks, and with that particular gov- | 
ernment forbidding the company to | 
bring its own money to New York, 
the deal was made with the petro- 
leum concern, The oil company 
needs that foreign coinage for labor 
and shipment of raw materials, so 
the film corporation supplies the 
foreign currency in this country and 
the oil outfit reciprocates by turn- 
ing dollars over to the filmers. 

Avoid Gambling 

A similar deal was recently made 
by another American picture group 
in another country, this company 
making a deal with a foreign bank 
by way of Japan. 

It is felt in foreign film circles 
that some sort of an international 
clearing house to handle this prob- 
lem is in order. Thus ali American 
film companies could get together 
for the purpose of collecting their 
moneys without being forced to 
gamble on the various world ex- 
changes. Through tieups with oil, 
automobile companies and other 
world traders, it is pointed out that 





cated in that on film payment alone 
America owes the rest of the world 
practically nothing throughout the 
year, whereas considerable amounts 
are incoming. This would necessi- 
tate the pooling of foreign interests 


| one 
| Berlin 
| Natan 
| Germany, 


i 
and now 





Somewhat Muddled U. T. Situation 





PATHE-NATAN’S CASH 


Surprises Trade in Paris—Com- 
pany on Its Financial Feet 





Paris, Dec. 21. 
Considerable surprise is expressed 
in Paris at the sudden revelation 


that Pathe-Natan has a good deal 


nore cash on hand than generally 


nown Revelation came during the 


+ 





with T 


000 of his Pathe-Kodak holdings to 


Mastman. 
On the 


ance-sheeted 


books the stock was bal- 
as $200,000 meaning 
that Natan has suddenly produced 
a million dollars where none 
previously evidert. 


was 





Above cable, coupled with another 
elsewhere on this page from 
to the effect that Pathe- 
has bought into Emelka of 
seem to say T. Natan 
has made a good job of putting his 
company on its feet financially. 
Some previous talk of all French 
film companies needing money, with 
doubt of that seen in New York 
corroborated. 





-ANDREOLI BURNED TO 


DEATH IN MILAN EXCH 


Rome, Dec. 21. 

M. Andreoli, exchange manager 
for Fox in Milan, was burned to 
death in a fire which destroyed the 
Milan exchange. Damage is esti- 
mated at about $200,000. 

Andreoli before joining Fox was 
with Paramount. 


Berlm Chains Merge 


Berlin, Dec. 11. 

Various leading Berlin theatre 
chain concerns have merged for 
close co-operation. They are the 
firms Brandt & Isenheim, Starr, 
Lemke & Laubheimer, and Hein & 
Kreisler. 

It is intended to form a new cor- 
poration, each of the four com- 
panies receiving 25% of the shares. 
It is further intended to follow a 
new expansion policy, especially in 
the West of Berlin. 

A uniform picture deal, 
is not ae 


2 More WB Stay Stages 


London, Dec, 21. 
Warner Brothers’ new production 
unit near London is laying down 
two more stages to start immedi- 





however, 











with other big American industrials, 
who, however, have proved them- 
selves willing to play ball. 

The move at present is still in the 
discussion stage, but it is likely that 
through a general meeting of the 
foreign reps of American filmdom, 
in the near future, a program will 
be mapped to carry out the scheme. 

While gestures along these lines 


ately. 

Idea is understood to be that ex- 
tensive American production in the 
curopean talker field is going in, 
with the Warners figuring on being 
on the spot. 





Dietrich in Person in 





in New York have thus far been on 
the q. t., for fear the foreign gov- 
ernments involved would be of- |! 
fended, there is little likelihood of | 
trouble once the scheme is put 
through. It is explained that the} 
countries involved can’t object since | 
it’s a stimulation of trade with no| 
taking of cash out of the countries | 
that need them. | 


Russian Agency Fails 


lene Dietrich 
|} some vaude 


London-Paris in Spring 


Paris, Dec. 21. 

Report here has it that Marlene 
| Dietrich is coming over soon to do 
a couple of weeks at the Empire. 
Booking is said to be in the near 
future with Miss Dietrich getting 
$11,000 for the two weeks, 

According to a recent report Mar- 
is expected to make 
appearances in London 


in the near future, 
Both dates are understood by 
| Paramount to be okay, but not for 
some time. Miss Dietrich has just 


Berlin, Dec. 21. |} 
Prometheusfilmco, Russian pic- 
ture agency in Germany, having | 
rights here to all Soviet films, has | 
failed. 
Liabilities 
$70,090, 


tre announced as being | 


lably in 


| finished making ‘Shanghai Express.’ 


She will start right away on an- 
other Par picture. Her European 
stage appearances, if confirred, 


will be taken up at that time, 
the spring. 


prob- 
late 


a . | 
Natan selling $1,200,- | 





Sydney. Novy. 11. 
the throwing over of all 
agreements existing be- 
Theatres and Hoyt’s, 
has now been de- 
the two organiza- 


With 
previous 
tween Union 
solid warfare 
clared between 
tions. 

When Paramount refused to sup- 


ply the Greater Union Theatres 
with pictures and switched over 
to the Hoyt chain, G. U. T. car- 
ried notices in the dailies it pre- 
ferred class, stars and stories to 
mere trademarks. The ost: .ae 
owed Par a large amount for film 


supplied and had previously screened 
Par product for many years. 

With the liquidation of U. T. 
many shareholders in the old com- 
pany were left lamenting. The as- 
sets of the company will be offered 
by auction this week to satisfy 
creditors, amongst whom is Fox of 


America. It is reported that mat- 
ters are not progressing at all 
smoothly with the new Greater 


Union Theatres and that a move is 
on foot by several big shareholders 
to take over the State, Sydney (ace 
house of the circuit), operating in- 
dependently for their own benefit. 
Carroll Joins Hoyt’s 

The Carroll chain operating in 
Sydney and Queensland will join 
forces with Hoyt’s in the fight 
against G. U. T., with Dan Car- 
roll joining the board of directors. 

The affairs of the old U. T. (in 
liquidation) and G. U. T. are solely 
in the hands of the bankers. Direc- 
tors must operate their circuit ac- 
cording to the dictates of the bank’s 
official. 

This week the Fox organization 
took by force a neighborhood the- 
atre previously controlled by U. T. 
The lessees of the theatre had been 
co-joined with U. T., but Fox se- 
cured a lease and threw out the 
U. FT. atak 

Inside has it that Fox, Fullers 
and Paramount will issue writs 
against U. T., in connection with 
broken contracts. 

G. U. T. is as present playing 
pictures supplied from distributors 
other than Par, Fox, Metro and 
United Artists, on a percentage 
basis. Previously all pictures had 
been bought on a flat rental. 

The Fullers will not enter sides 
either way, they say. 

Hoyt’s and G U. T. say there 
will be no compromise. 


SOVKINO WANTS TIPS 
ON U. S. PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Dee. 21, 

Sovkino, Russian film outfit, is 
sending a representative here to get 
a slant on Hollywood production in 
an effort to make Russian films 
more saleable in this country. 

The Soviet envoy is coming over 
with an introduction to C. B. De- 
Mille, who contracted Sovkino on 
his recent visit to Russia. 








2 London Film Openings 
With In Person Adjuncts 


London, Dec. 21. 

‘Five Star Final’ (WB) goes into 
the Carlton Boxing Day (26) for a 
minimum six-week run. Edward G. 
Robinson will make personal 
pearances with the picture. 

‘ll Est Charmant’ (‘He is Charm- 
ing’), first international film made 
by Paramount in French, follows 
‘Final,’ with Edmonde Guy coming 
over from Paris to appear person- 
ally. Picture, starring Henry Garat 
and Meg Lemonier, has an English 
introduction. It is figured to satisfy 
linguistic desires of both countries. 


ap- 





‘CALIGARI’ STAYS DUMB 


Attempt to attach a sound track 
on ‘The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari’ 
(Ufa) in New York has been 
thwarted by Ufa on the plea that 
the holders of its American distri- 
bution have no sound rights. 

New Era has ‘Caligari’ and had 
practically started on the sounding 
when the veto order came through. 
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Grand Entertainment for any season; but especially 
good for Christmas Vacation crowds. e Opened 
Saturday for long run at RivoLt THEATRE, NEW 
YorK. Not just a kid picture,—a human, believable 
story right from your own heart. It packs a tre- 
mendous appeal for boys and girls of all ages. ¢ | 
Directed by Norman Taurog, who made “Skippy ¥ 
With the same “Skippy” cast including ENID 
BENNETT, WILLARD ROBERTSON and HELEN JEROME 


EDDY. “SOOKY”—it’s good for your box office! 
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Something NEW in thrilling 













screen drama! It’s Real! It’s ¥ : _ 


True! No picture this year can 


touch the gripping suspense 


and swift, piercing drama of its — 


an SYLVIA SIDNEY 





intensely interesting story. 
ly y a y 

















ble 
— and a big cast headed by 
a GENE RAYMOND and WYNNE GIBSON 
29. te Every requirement for a tremendous hit! Every 
y c entertainment quality your most exacting patron 
iD : cS demands! Beyond a doubt the most terrific box office 
ME wallop released in months, Adapted by Louis Weitz- 
> ! enkorn from an original by Ernest Booth. You'll 
make a lot of money with this one! 
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pani Break a Record 


You can make dough 
without pushing it—but 
why pass up a chance for 


a CLEAN UP! 
JANET 


GAYNOR 


CHARLES 


FARRELL 
DELICIOUS 


EI Brendel 


Raul Roulien 
Music by 


GEORGE GERSHWIN 











Story by Guy Bolton + Lyrics by Ira Gershwin 
Directed by DAVID BUTLER 
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PRIVATE LIVES 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and 
release. Stars Norma Shearer and Robt. 
Montgomery. Features Reginald Denny, 
Una Merkel and Jean Hersholt. Directed 
by Sidney Franklin. Adapted from Noel 
Coward's play of same name by Hans 
Kraly and Richard Schayer; continuity, 
Claudine West; film editor, C, A. Nervig; 


camera man, Ray Binger. At the Capitol, 
N. Y., week Dec. 18. Running time, 82 
mins. 

AMANGR ccccccviacsaseceess Norma Shearer 
Elyot ceccccccce eetentas Robert Montgomery 
VWictOF seccevccecese 6eebetee Reginald Denny 
Sibyl ecoseece Seeeecsecscecsss Una Merkel 
OStAP 6608658060608 PTETTiree Jean Hersholt 


A parlor comedy which delves 
into rough-house for its main se- 
quence and concerns two name 


players who are strong with the 
feminine element. The women will 
like it and be the main influence 


in establishing its happy boxoffice 
returns for the theatres. 

Hardly a man’s picture. A bit too 
sophisticated and _ superficial for 
the average male who may grin at 
Miss Shearer screeching all over 
a house, tumbling over sofas, etc., 
but won't think it as delightful as 
will the star’s skirted admirers. 
It's a small cast film of good look- 
ing backgrounds and has been well 
photographed. 

Sidney Franklin has followed the 
Coward play closely with the addi- 
tion of a number of Interpolated 
scenes and the changing of the final 
locale from a Paris apartment to a 
Swiss chalet. Both Miss Shearer 
and Montgomery capably handle 
themselves as the divorced couple 
who again run away together the 
night of their honeymoons with 
their newly acquired better halves. 
Both having tempestuous natures, 
their love making and quarreling 
is equally violent and the warfare 
is apt to start any time. Finish has 
them discovered in their retreat by 
the pair they deserted. Follows a 
second runout by the reconciled 
lovers as the pursuers also fly into 
a rage at each other. 

Strictly a dialog. picture unfolding 
no action other than the hokum 
bric-a-brac smashing, but the girls 
squeal with delight and will enjoy 
the clothes display by Miss Shearer. 
To try and compensate the male 
faction, Metro has again permitted 
an intimate boudoir glimpse of this 
comely actress. 

As the somewhat neurotic man 
in the case, Montgomery plays 
deftly and well. So does Miss 
Shearer, but the medium of the 
screen has lost many of the laugh 
lines which did much to sustain the 
play. However, Franklin establishes 
and maintains a good pace after a 
rather slow start, unto staccato de- 
liveries from both principals. The 
interpolated scenes explain the ex- 
tended footage to make the film 
spill over 80 minutes, a trifle long. 

Neither Una Merkel nor Reginald 
Denny has anything special to con- 
tribute in subordinate roles. That 
Jean Hersholt is in the film is some- 
thing they have successfully kept 
a secret. The adaptation has elim- 
inated the threat of fisticuffs be- 
tween the two men as the story 
draws to a close, but retains the 
Coward melody which prevailed in 
the play. 

The Shearer-Montgomery names 
will suffice to draw, after which the 
girls can have a good time watch- 
ing Miss Shearer turned hoyden. 





MAKERS OF MEN 


Columbia production and release. 
rected by Edward Sedgwick. Jack Holt 
and Richard Cromwell featured. Story 
by Howard J. Green and Edward Sedg- 


Di- 


wick. Cameraman, L. W. McConnell, At 
the Roxy, N. ¥., week Dec. 18. Running 
time, 67 mins, 

BPUNED ce ccnctesndeng peadissests Jack Holt 
TOON. mascdece hes 60000des Richard Cromwell 
SIOTOREY 0.0006006000cesekencses John Marsh 
GRIGE cee veces Cocccccccccceces Robert Alden 
a 0 vessdedeeer cone John Wayne 
DECEOGNE accvenes oe cecsscoce Walter Catlett 
Mrs. Rhodes.......seee0..Natalie Moorhead 


Mr. Rhodes......eeseeee+s-Ricnard Tucker 
UNE DRASERA. 0:0 06 0c 0se eceeeseelsthel Wales 


An after thought of the football 
season. Just a filler for the Roxy 
during the dull pre-Christmas week. 
Negligible film material, going back 
to the distant past for the technique 
of the gridiron hero who runs the 
length of the field in the last minute 
of play. 

Done here with a heavy hand and 
highly implausible. Hero is none 
other than Richard Cromwell, late 
of ‘Tol'able David’ and not a type 
to suggest football heroics. Making 
it good and hard to take, the sera- 
phic kid practically wins the game 
Solo. 

Picture is minus on feminine in- 
terest, the ingenue, Joan Marsh, 
being of so perfunctory importance 
that she is not easily identified. She 
has one trivial sequence in the in- 
troduction and another near the end, 
both in a strictly supernumerary ca- 
pacity. Clash upon which the in- 
tended drama hangs is between 
Jack Holt as the football coach, and 
his son, who plays on the team. 

Story makes it elaborately plain 
that the youngster is a quitter when 
he loses two games by his coward- 
ice, turns in his suit and walks out 
of school after a wordy battle with 
the pater. He goes to a rival col- 
lege and in the hippodrome climax 
h 1s for this rival institution that 
we Scores the winning touchdown. 
Scenario seeks to demonstrate at 
Bst thet it was the determination 
it the father and his loyalty to the 


rar 


nd old pastime that caused the 


rors 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Private Lives’ (M-G). The 
Shearer - Montgomery name 
combination a big asset to this 
parlor comedy which will 
amuse the women more than 
the men. Looks good boxoffice, 
especially for matinees. 

‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). 
Light romantic comedy which 
Gloria Swanson will help enor- 
mously. But picture will need 
selling to reach big grosses. 
Drawing room subtle sex an- 
gles probably should help with 
femme trade, together with 
feminine draw of star and her 
gowns. 

*Sooky’ (Par). Second of the 
Skippy series with same Coop- 
er-Coogan partnership first 
rate on merit. Rich in fine kid 
comedy and in heart appeal. A 
vet for all classes. 

‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). Dorothy 
Mackaill starred, Needs excep- 
tional exploiting to sell. At the 
New York Strand, a ‘not for 
children’ campaign is helping. 

‘Heaven on Earth’ (U). Tale 
of Mississippi river feud that 
doesn’t shine in screen form. 
Talker calls for best possible 
stage and sales help in the best 
spots, if getting in. Lew Ayres 


starred. 
‘Explorers of the World’ 
(Raspin). Traveloz type of 


entertainment off the beaten 
track. Covers five different 
parts of globe and interesting 
all the way. Looks a money- 
getter for its independent pro- 
ducer-owner and suggests easy 
exploitation tieups. Condition 
of film generally n.s.g. 

‘Douceur d’Aimer’ (Haik). 
French musical. Too Frenchy 
for b. o. possibilities anywhere 
except in thoroughly French 
nabes. Very good there, how- 
ever. Sound bad. 

‘Mounted Fury’ (Sono-Art). 
Poorly made and a weak sec- 
ond half for sidestreet dual 
bills. 

‘The Sea Ghost’ (Peerless). 
Excellent story and far su- 
perior in sustained interest to 
the average indie picture. 
Faulty editing holds this back 
from a bigger market. 

‘The Secret Witness’ (Col). 
Routine mystery with some 
cast strength. Mild feature 
needing support. 

‘Law of the Tong’ (Syn- 
dicate). Secondary entertain- 
ment, for double feature bills 


of minor. grade. Features 
Phyllis Barrington. 
‘Killing to Live’ (Amkino). 


Nature study made by the 
Russians. Superior to any- 
thing along this line made else- 
where, or anything along any 
line made by Communist Rus- 
sia. Good b. o. bet for the 
arties or first run houses with 
freak policies. 

1One Way Trail’ (Col). Well 
made and worthy western 
which can solo away from the 
Broadways of America. Much 
stronger than the usual west- 
ern run. 











boy’s regeneration, but this doesn’t 
work out in the action which is 
muddled and contradictory. Glori- 
fication of the gridiron sport at the 
cost of a man’s affection for his son 
will make anyone pretty impatient. 
And that isn’t all about the picture 
that inspires restlessness. 

Difficult to see where this film 
will appeal to any but the most ju- 
venile of audiences. Production is 
painstaking and for hammer and 
tongs whooping up of football spirit 
well enough done. Camera work is 
first rate, but in the last analysis 
it is also pretty late in the season 
for additional feature grid footage. 

Rush. 


SECRET WITNESS 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Una Merkel, William Collier, Jr., and 
ZaSu Pitts. Directed by Thornton Freeland. 
Based on novel by Samuel Spewack. Pho- 


tography, Robert Planck. At Warners, N 
Y., week Dec. 18. Running time. 66 mins. 
LO@ie Martlm...cccccccccccesseces Una Merkel 
Arthur Jones........... William Collier, Jr. 
) PT OTYT TTI TT Tri ZaSu Pitts 
Capt. McGowan. .e..eereeeess Purnell Pratt 
LQ@PSOM. cccccecccccccecscccce ;++-Clyde Cook 


This mystery travels a too obvious 
and familiar route to attract heavily. 
It’s okay for the minors. Columbia 
will make money with it because it 
couldn't have cost much. 

Stereotyped roles make the picture 
mechanical. Story begins with a 
waster who won't divorce his wife. 
Husband's other girl friend falls off 
a roof in her love plight, and her 
brother seeks revenge. He finds his 
intended victim already shot, and 
that’s the mystery. 

Not much suspense and ordinarily 





presented. Shan. 





TONIGHT OR NEVER 


Samuel Goldwyn production for United 
Artists release. Stars Gloria Swanson. 
Directed by Mervyn Leroy. From the 
Belasco play (his last). Adaptation by 
Ernest Vajda. Settings by Willy Pogany. 
Cameraman, Gregg Toland. At the Ria!to, 
N. Y.. for grind run, Dec. 17. Running 
time, 66 mins. 

Prima, Domn@....e-secceees Gloria Swanson 
Faithful Dog........- Ferdinand Gottschalk 
Unknown Gentleman.......- Merlyn Douglas 








Gloria Swanson being the sort of 
film fan institution she is, gives as- 
But the pic- 


surance of box-office. 
especially 


ture will need selling, 
when it is considered that this pro- 
duction ran into super money. 
‘Tonight Or Never’ has in a very 
large measure chucklesome high 
comedy, pictorial beauty, elegance 
of tone and spirit, and some ex- 
tremely effective playing by its star 
and cast. This is another case 
where a costly production has all 
the accessories for a really notable 
commercial subject, but no basic 
punch to back up the incidentals. 
Speaking of accessories, however, 
the feature has one item that is 
bound to assay heavily at the box- 
office; that is, the dresses worn by 
the star and for elegance and 
swank, even to the most untutored, 
they are drama in themselves. 





Lack of substance is innate in 
the story, that of a young opera 
singer, affianced to a middle-aged 
nobleman who helped her to suc- 
cess, being at the same time a 
young woman without romantic ex- 
perience, a situation which, accord- 
ing to the best theatre tradition 
makes her a lesser artist than one 
who has canvassed the facts of life. 
lender the circumstances she be- 
comes interested in a young man 
who adores her at a distance, and, 
acting on the impusle of a lonesome 
evening, insinuates herself by pre- 
text into his apartment. é 

Out of the consequences of this 
sprightly adventure comes, by in- 
ference, an illuminating experience 
and she blossoms into the real ar- 
tist with a soul that makes her 
great. And also leads her to fame, 
since the long distance adorer, who 
apparently was not so long dis- 
tance during one night that is left 
to the imagination, turns out to be 
the great impresario from the 
Metropolitan Opera, who engages 
her when the prima donna’s mis- 
taken idea that he is a gigolo is 
cleared up. 

This airy material has been 
manipulated to its utmost of ro- 
mantic appeal and it is good the- 





atre. Star, players and director have 
missed not a trick in playing their 
cards and they get all there is in 
it of high comedy and romantic 
flutter, but there isn’t a moment in 
the whole polite hour of its telling 
that these things engage the emo- 
tional interest. 

The telling is graceful and 
charming, the details are exquisitely 
polished and engagingly wrought, 
and that’s all. Miss Swanson, hav- 
ing tried somewhat rowdy comedy 
recently, now turns to high comedy 
and again presents a capital per- 
formance. Her prima donna is an 
engaging picture, even when she is 
most unbelievable as a human fig- 
ure, curiously composite of ingenue 
and woman of the world, a com- 
bination which this seasoned player 
carries off with fine eclat. 

Leroy, the director, by the way, is 
that same Leroy who made ‘Little 
Caesar’ and was borrowed by Gold- 
wyn from First National for this 
picture. The lavishness of his pro- 
duction is characteristically Swan- 
son. He gets his magnificent back- 
ground effects by means of subtle 
exaggerations and compelling 
beauty. The interiors manage to 


reflect exactly the surroundings of 
a romantic voung prima donna, but 
without a detail that you can catch 
hold of and pin down. Altogether, 
a triumph of form and composition. 
Another point for the director is 
having held this picture to 66 min- 
utes, a smart length. 

Leading man is a new one for 
Miss Swanson and for the screen, 
being Merlyn Douglas making his 
first talker and also playing the 
same part he created in the Belasco 
stage version. He is now under 
long term contract te Goldwyn and 
looks good. He screens the perfect 
type of the handsome leading man 
but as it happens this role doesn’t 
show a handsome leading man at 
his best. 

Character is that of a young ele- 
gant who merely allows himself— 
with a good deal of finesse to be 
sure—to be pursued. That he man- 
ages the role with an assurance 
and aplomb that robbed him of no 
touch of manliness, speaks volumes 
for his adroitness. He appeared in 
person at this opening performance. 

Ferdinand Gottschalk is another 
player from the Belsgsco stige cast, 
doing a tame cat role in the opulent 
style for which he has been famous 
for three generations of theatre and 


film followers. Rush. 
SAFE IN HELL 
First National production and release. 


Stars Dorothy Mackaill. Directed by Wil- 


liam Wellman Adaption and dialog by 
Joseph Jackson and Maude Fulton. At the 
Strand. N. Y., week Dec. 18 Running 
time, 68 mins, 

TR rrTriny rere Dorothy Mackaill 
BEE. 00060060666 008000e6eseaeesan Don Cook 
PP err Tee Ralf Harolde 
Bruno ..cccccccccocesecess MOrgan Wallac: 
EROMBOR co ccelecccccheececcccet Victor Varconi 
ERUMCR cocccccccosececevecees Ivan Simpson 
MED oc ccctccecee§eevene debs saue John Wray 
EMD coccenceedabeoes Nina. Mae McKinney 
EAMFGON cnccccccccaseseees G. Von Seyffertitz 
 SAPrrreriy. crt) Cecil Cunningham 
Dc occcceoeccmeeseece Charles Middleton 
ME 64 600006066 Ceccaccceces Noble Johnton 
MOTE. ocr cceceecadbecnece George Marion, Sr. 
N@weastle 2c ccccdescaccceces Clarence Muse 


A strong and well-planned ex- 
ploitation campaign secured consid- 
erable advance and starting atten- 
tion for ‘Safe in Hell’ at the Strand. 
And it's needed. This is a talker 
that must have expert handling; it 
isn’t the type to build by itself. If 
the New York lead is followed else- 
where, the film can get some money 
at the outset, but that it can sustain 
is in doubt. 

The ‘Not for Children’ slogan is 
the keynote of the New York cam- 
paign. That line gets equal billing 
in marquee lights with the title. 
Newspaper layouts were along sim- 
ilar lines for two or three days be- 
fore the opening, with all matter 
warmly phrased, 

Picture’s story is hardboiled and 
sordid. Too much so most of the 
time, which is ‘Safe in Hell’s’ chief 
deficiency. Dorothy Mackaill plays 
a bad lady all the way to the finish, 
when she reforms morally while on 
her way to the gallows. She's a call 
girl in the opening sequence and by 
chance is sent for by her first be- 
trayer. She throws a vase at him 
with apparently fatal results, a fire 
starts as she runs away, and the 
place burns down. A charred body 
found in the ruins is presumably 
that of her victim, so she sails away 
from New Orleans with her sailor 
sweetheart with the police not far 
behind. 

The boy parks her on a tropical 
island whose white inhabitants are 
fugitives. They’re protected by the 
island’s lack of extradition laws. 
The couple are married there and 
the boy sails away after promising 
to return. 





Miss Mackaill, as the island’s only 
(Continued on page 19) 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Private Lives’ (M-G). Norma 


gomery, 


backgrounded in smartness. 


Shearer, aided by Robert Mont- 
Sophisticated marital bickering 


and physical punishment comedy that the girls will find delicious. 


‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). When Gloria Swanson puts on a show made 
up of clothes, smartly luxurious production, and sex appeal looking for— 
and finding—its mate, it provides the ladies a pleasant place to spend 


their afternoons. 


‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). 


Gripping melodrama, packed with tense direction 


and meaty characterizations, shocks feminine audiences with its com- 


pletely hard-boiled viewpoint and conclusion. 
but too sordid for whole 


leading characters, 
ment. 


Rich in sympathy for its 
hearted fanette endorse- 


‘Maker of Men’ (Col). Weak feature for feminine audiences, this foot- 
ball yarn ignores love interest, concentrating on gridiron action, and 
casts Jack Holt as a selfish, relentless coach. 


‘Heaven On Earth, (UU). 
shanty-boaters. Not a 
agog. 


‘Secret Witness’ (Col). 
trouble to be logical. 





‘Sooky’ (Par). 


earnestness of Bobbie Coogan tug 


a rambling, sob-compelling account of the latest 


A slow, ‘folksy‘ little tale of the Mississippi 
sufficiently 


stirring theme to set the gals 


An undistinguished mystery that doesn’t even 
Will gain little attention from the ladies, 


The inspired acting of Jackie Cooper and the frenzied 


at the heart strings and sustain 
loings in Shantytown. 


Wise mothers will disapprove of a film which lays bare the tragedies 
from which childhood should be shielded. 


‘Killing to Live’ (Soyuzkino). 


Exposition of the brutality and ruth- 


fessness in Nature worked into a Soviet doctrine of Man’s supremacy. 


Contains nothing for the average fannette. 


Talking Sherts | 


BING CROSBY 
‘ONE MORE CHANCE’ 
20 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Second of the two-reelers by the 
radio crooner, also bearing as title 
one of the torch numbers he uses, 
the first being ‘I Surrender, Dear.’ 
New subject is first rate, Crosby 
revealing a splendid camera pres- 
ence, remarkable to those who have 
seen his mild personal appearance 





on the Paramount (New York) 
stage. This short is Sennett made. 


Neat comedy story fitted into the 
‘Chance’ title. Opens with Bing’s 
wife trying to sell washing machines 
and finding it tough going. Bing 
crashes the demonstration and 
charms the femmes by crooning a 
rumber. Has a run-in with a giant, 
ending in a comedy chase. 

They decide to go to California 
and start in the old Model T, taking 
along wifey’s deadhead uncle who 
wants her to ditch the bungling 
Bing and marry a live one named— 
this sounds like kidding someone— 
Percy Howard. A riotous trick 
episode of the fast collapsing Ford 
being towed by a big bus in the 
Rockies with the wife finally ditch- 
ing Bing because he’s a flop as a 
provider. 

Fade-out to a Los Angeles night 
club with the Missus all set to start 
for Reno and marry the live one, 
when Crosby appears on the club 
floor to broadcast his feature nume 
ber, ‘Just One More Chance,’ with 
appropriate business of the couple 
being reconciled on the spot. 

Crosby displays a capital comedy 
sense, plays with assurance and 
certainty. Subject is worth minor 
featuring in lieu of the air popu- 
larity. Used here in conjunction 
with world premiere of the new 
Gloria Swanson feature, ‘Tonight or 
Never.’ Short a solid click with the 
premiere crowd. Rush. 


VON IBISSEN UND REIHERN 
Educational 
12 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
Ufa 

Birds and their habits. Excellent 
photography with a few exceptional 
shots. Subject is becoming some- 
what tiresome for theatre usage but 
as educational matter it fits. 

For lecture purposes, a couple of 
men swap experiences, Kavuf. 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘The World at Prayer’ 
8 Mins. 
Embassy, New York 
Fox Movietone 

Various religious rites, practically 
all of which have been included in 
regular newsreel releases from time 
to time, are brought together in an 
educational cluster. 

Why Notre Dame of Paris, which 
is included in the current Fox- 
Hearst newsreel release as a news 
clip, was not represented probably 
was an oversight. 

The short opens with invalids re- 
ceiving the Catholic blessing at the 
Lourdes shrine. k'rom there a jump 
to Bavaria, and stagey enough to 
have been made in Hollywood. It 
shows trumpeters awakening vil- 
lagers and sounding off with a yol- 
ley from ancient pistols. 

Worship of Allah on the desert; 
the Hindu parade; Buddhist priests 
on the march; an American Indian 
ceremony—these are followed by a 
glimpse of St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
in New York and a finale bv 4 boy 
choir. Waly. 


GOLDGRAEBER IN RUMANIEN 
(‘Goldminers in Roumania’) 
Educaiional 





12 Mins. 
Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 
Ufa 
How gold is mined and what 


happens to it afterward. One of 
the more interesting educational 
items and suitable theatre fare. 

As usual with these Ufa shorts, 
a trick way is found to introduce 
the lecture. Starts with a young 
man arriving in Berlin from a sup- 
posed gold mining journey. He 
brings out his picture album and 
explains the pictures, each camera 
shot dissolving into the camerned 
scene as he explains it. Kau}. 


RETAKES FOR 1WO 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Universal is making retakes on 
‘Law and Order’ and ‘Murders in 
the Rue Morgue.’ 
Too much psychology and too lit- 
tle action in ‘Law’ necessitates a ree 
vision to speed up the story. ‘Mur- 
ders’ is deemed to lack action and 
new sequences are being inserted. 





ON AND OFF 
Hollywood, Dec. 21, 
When Dorothy Lee walked out on 
‘Girl Crazy,’ at Radio, it brought 
Rochelle Hudson to bat. 

The Wampas baby star, however, 
only held the lead for a day, as Miss 
Lee buried the hatchet with Radio 
exects. Miss Hudson will do another 
picture 
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Professional rivals— 
Private sweethearts! 
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NEW YORK cITY 


as apelin ihc eecmirsamcamme: 
ONE WIFE AGAINST 
Ul SIX BLONDES 


; =") The story of a husband who wan- 
‘atid dered anda wife whowondered why. 
A modern, clever fast moving comedy — 


drama that. really gives the lowdown on 
unwed but not unwooed ladies. 


















m, {, “LINDA WATKINS 
, JOHN BOLES 


GRETA NISSEN 

MINNA GOMBELL 

HEDDA HOPPER 

ALLAN DINEHART 
Directed by 
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The Gey ond Joyous Extrevegenze 


. 
~ “CAMPUS CAPERS” 4 
Moking Whoopee with the Co-Eds 
ond Collegiote Cut-ups 
Presenting 
TESS GARDEL 


{AUNT JEMIMA) 
Rodio'’s Newes! Sensction 


N.:Y. U. GLEE CLUB 
_ SiatyRegnificent Male Voices , 
Also: The 32 Roxyettes — Roxy 
Theatre Bollet Corps—and the 
“Incomporable Roxy Theatre 
Symphony Orchestra 
BARGAIN. MATINEE TODAY 
35¢ mite.m + S0¢i to «p.m. 
Rvery Seot [Encept Loges) 
7th AVE. ot 


i" ROX ae 
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HUNTINGTON W.VA. 
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Branded by 
A Jealous 
Madman! 


THE CENSORS 
WERE WRONG! 





BALZAC’S “HONOR OF THE FAMILY” 

















And the picture violates no rules—true it is envarnished 
strictly adult entertainment, however, it's the py te 











Los ANGELES 
THURSDAY !@ 


As old as the eternal triangle 
.. The allure of the other 
woman/versus the love of a 
wife ..a modern answer to the 
sexes’ greatest problem! 


pustvtbelmaetin a 

CLI great BI of favorites 

CHARLES ROOK 

VIVIENNE OSBORNE 

JULIETTE COMPTON 

HARRY BANNISTER 
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Hustling Fairbanks 


Los Angeles. 

Jack Proctor gave plenty to Fair- 
banks’ ‘Around the World.’ He held 
a preview for the Pacific Coast Geo- 
graphic Soc. of about 2,500 members. 
Boy Scouts, in uniform, were ad- 
mitted at the juvenile price even 
though over age. This went for any 
performance. Special nights were 
arranged for the Filipino and Japa- 


nese societies here and small ads 
were taken in all foreign language 
papers. 


In the News 


To most managers the Lenz-Cul- 
bertson bridge fight is just some- 
thing in the newspapers. But sev- 
eral made capital of it by staging 
tourneys in their mezzanines. The 
hands, described in the reports, are 
played by local fans who endeavor 
to beat the champs scores. 

One manager switched the hands, 
pairing the east-north hands against 
the south-west cards. 


Leap Year 


Albee theatre, . Brooklyn, has a 
tie-up on Leap Year and is already 
advertising the stunt for the first 
leap year bride. 

Instead of the straight stage mar- 
riage, this gag is based on the fact 
that women are supposed to be 
privileged to pop the question in the 
years divisible by four. The offer 
is good for all who desire to com- 
pete, but only one happy couple will 
get the wedding. 

The rules require that the girl 
shall make her proposal in writing 
and send either the original letter 
or an exact copy to the contest con- 
ductor. The best written letter is 
adjudged the winner and this couple 
get the furnishings and other gifts. 
on condition that they stage the 
wedding to suit the theatre’s con- 
venience. 





Phantom Cars 

Managers are reviving the phan- 
tom auto idea for ‘Phantom of Paris,’ 
This is a closed car bannered on 
the radiator and in the rear, but 
with the body clear to show that 
the windows are apparently sealed 
by black blinds. In reality the 
blinds are black scrim which per- 
mits the driver to see the road 
ahead and to each side. 


Tickets and Mags 


Small town managers are solicit- 
ing subscriptions for national mag- 
azines, with tickets thrown in as 
premiums. Most mags will pay 20 
or 25% on subs, some paying more 
for new names than for renewals, 
but almost always giving enough of 
a profit to make it practicable for 
the exhib to toss in the free ticket. 
Sometimes there is even a small 
profit. 

If there is a local subscription 
solicitor the idea is not so good, for 
the latter will resent an infringe- 
ment on territory, but where there 
is no competition, okay. Not strictly 
show business, but everything goes 
these days. 


Right Thinking 

After the holidays one manager 
is planning a letter contest with 
the topic, ‘The Plays I Liked Most 
in 1931, and Why?’ He is going to 
hang up a $5 prize and several 
tickets for the best replies. 

Figures it may help by concen- 
trating attention on the good films 
rather than encouraging the patron 
to figure how poor the product has 
been. As a sidelight he counts upon 
getting a line on his patrons’ like 
and dislikes. . 

It is his theory that the average 
patron remembers the poor product 
long after he has forgotten the good 
and that by reminding them of the 
better pictures he can get them into 
a more receptive frame of mind. 


Wrapping Service 
Gulfport, Miss. 

Robert Hampton, worrier for the 
Paramount theatre, is getting some 
people through his offer to wrap 
Xmas parcels in appropriate paper 
and, if desired, further wrap them 
for mailing. 

Patrons leave their articles and 
receive a check. When the check 
iS presented the goods are ready 
either to travel or to zo home. 

_ Catch is that the counter is in- 
side the pay line, which means two 
trips and two tickets. 


Launching a Star 


“3 Pensacola, Fla. 

Figuring difficulty in selling a new 
face, J. Jones, of the Saenger, piled 
@ number of trunks on the sidewalk 
with the announcement that a new 
Star had arrived. This was carried 
in a banner announcing Helen 
Haves. 


Hooked to the Baby 
F Asbury Park. 
, Figured out for ‘Madelon Claudet’ 
rs the Mayfair here was hooking to 
‘© mother and baby theme. Robt. 





Jonasson hooked in a dept. store's 
photo gallery to an offer of tickets 
to the first 10 mothers to bring their 
offspring to be posed. Got both 
newspaper and window advertising, 


with stress on the mother angle 
which was what best sold the pic- 
ture, 


The Legion Again 
Akron, O. 

Loew’s Akron is playing ‘Big Pa- 
rade’ with the American Legion 
posts tied in for entire control of 
the sale. 

In return the Legion provided 
drum corps for ballyhoo purposes 
each of the four nights of the en- 
gagement, the boys working both in 
the lobby and on the stage. 


Wisecracks Draw 

Copying in part a thought used 
by a western service station. chain, 
an exhibitor is displaying weekly in 
his lobby a wisecrack contributed 
by a patron. Selection is made from 
those sent in and it is 
that a non-winner may be 
again if desired. 

No announcement of the prize 
winner is made except that the win- 
ning sentence appears at the top of 
a frame advertising the current at- 
traction. A pass for two awaits the 
author, but no name is given on the 
legend, the idea being to bring as 
many persons as possible into the 
lobby. 

It worked so well for the origi- 
nator that the local paper took up 
the idea and is also using it for a 
daily feature. 


Making Barrels Work 


Duluth. 

Granada theatre for its first an- 
niversary week, 10 days in advance, 
planted large_ barrels, painted in 
true circus fa on, with sign warn- 
ing patrons ‘do not look in the 
barrel.’ A card calling attention to 
anniversary week was their reward 
for a peek. Barrels were placed on 
all principal street corners and in 
the theatre lobby. 


Used a Work Car 


Bannered trolleys are standard 
stuff, but something new was devel- 
oped when a manager put a five- 
piece band on a flat work car, ban- 
nered it and sent it over the line. 





entered 


stipulated ! 





Legal Notice 


With the authorities in some sec- 


tions getting a bit particular, it 
might be well to remember that 
there is a form of statement re- 


quired by law in the announcement 
of contests which require the use 
of a newspaper or other special pro- 
vision. If you offer prizes for the 
best copies of a cartoon, it must be 
stipulated that the paper contain- 
ing the cartoon is available at the 
newspaper office or the theatre. 

Probably no one will bother to 
ask for the copy, preferring to buy 
a paper, but it must be made pos- 
sible to engage in the contest with- 
out buying a copy. In the same way 
a cut-up puzzle notice should con- 
tain the statement that it is not 
necessary to cut out the sections, 
but that they may be traced from 
a file copy. The object is to meet 
the clause in the law which would 
regard the purchase of a paper as 
the buying of a lottery ticket. 


Routing Stunts 


Routing exploitation gags 
the picture was successfully done in 
more prosperous times and only 
lately an indie exhib reported not 
only renting one of his stunts but 
making up a number of others for 
outright sale. 

Very probable that exchange 
managers would be willing to co- 
operate in renting stunts to others, 
since better business means greater 
exhibitor satisfaction, and = those 
ideas which cost too much for sin- 
gle use might profitably be em- 
ployed if their cost could be laid off 
to a dozen nearby managers at a 
price which would cover a _ pro- 
rated share of expenses. 

Many chains now pass along their 
stunts. There is no reason why the 
indies should not follow the same 
idea. 


Gifts from Stars 
Minneapolis. 
Franke of the 
here has the home 
excited as the result of a 
business boosting scheme utilized 
by him successfully the week be- 
fore Christmas. Gifts raffled off 
every night ostensibly came from 

noted film stars. 
It was a new way to dress up an 
old idea. For weeks in advance 


Manager Emil 
RKO Orpheum 
folks all 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Detroit. 

E. P. Kennelly, manager of the 
Downtown here, is out with a suc- 
cessor to be picked by Saturday (26), 
when vaude goes into the house. 

Bill Usselton, formerly at the 
home office and now in Toledo, goes 
in as publicity and exploitation di- 
rector at the house. 





Raymond E. Elder has been made 
city manager for Fox West Coast at 
Pendleton, Ore. He headquarters at 
the local Rivoli theatre. 

Denver. 

The America, operated by Harry 
Huffman, has closed to make way 
for a department store. Ralph D. 
Lee will manage the remodeled and 
renamed Rialto when it is reopened 
by Huffman Christmas Day. Amer- 
ica was one of Denver's oldest film 
houses. 


Bronx, N. Y. 
With elevation of A. Walsh to gen, 
mgr. of the Bronx Skouras houses, 
Ed Patton becomes manager of the 
Crotona. Patton formerly in charge 
of the theatre’s exploitation. 


Stockton, Ill. 
Thomas J. Watson has bought the 
Stockton theatre and will operate. 
Anamosa, Ia, 
Formal opening of Niles theatre, 
rebuilt after disastrous fire, Christ- 
mas week. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Fire did $5,000 damage to the Lib- 
erty theatre, Negro house, dark sev- 
eral years. Cause undetermined. 
Loss covered by insurance. 





Birmingham. 
Bill Samuels, asst. mgr. of the 
Tivoli at Chattanooga, was forced to 
open the safe in the office and turn 
over $1,310 to two masked bandits. 


They made their getaway after ty- 
ing Samuels down with the cord 
from the telephone. 





Birmingham. 

Three smal] town houses have 

opened recently. Lyric, Pell City; 

Majestic, Leeds, and house at Mar- 
gurite, Ala. 


re- 


Detroit. 
Edward Kinelly, manager of. the 
RKO Downtown here, goes to Grand 
Rapids as city manager there for 
RKO. Walter Norris, from Detroit 
transferred to Downtown here. 





Los Angeles. 

TFox-West Coast changes: 

Louis Golden managing Golden 
Gate and United Artist theatres, 
Whittier boulevard. Zack Harris, 
Golden Gate mgr., to Fanchon & 
Marco as unit manager. Harry 
Hartman, San Diego city manager, 
also managing Fox there. 

In future theatres in the Midland 
and Midwest divisions will be 
known as the Fox Midwest division. 
A. L. La Salle replaces T. S. Wilson 
of the Fox Beyer, Excelsior Springs, 
Mo., with Wilson replacing Walter 
D. Fleck at the Fox Waldo, Kansas 
City, Mo., both in Midwest div. 





Youngstown, O. 
Local Hippodrome has been taken 
over by Harry Schwartz of Erie and 
A. J. Cooper, of Ashtabula, O., of the 
Great Lakes Theatres. Films only. 


Wheeling, W. Va. 
Plaza, former burlesque house 
here, dark for some time, has been 
acquired by D. R. Kautz, of Cincin- 
nati. It reopened Dec. 19. C. E. 
Hohman is mgr. Name now State. 





Chattanooga. 

Two masked and armed bandits 
entered the Tivoli theatre (Publix) 
here, forced E. Samuels, assistant 
manager, to open the safe, bound 
him to a chair and took $1,310. 

House had held a preview early 
in the afternoon, and police believe 
the thieves hid at that time and 
waited until the house was empty. 
They also took a diamond ring from 
Samuels. 


Chicago. 

Managerial lineup in the Publix- 
B&K group changed around. Ascher 
Shaw, from Marbro to the new 
Southtown, replaced by Ben Feld- 
man, up from assistant at the 
Oriental. 

Horton Kahn, from the Para- 
mount, Los Angeles, succeeds J. &S 
Archibald as mer. of the North- 
town. Bill Youngren, assistant at 
the Chicago, to the Southtown in 
same capacity, with R. Blumenfield 
another Coast Publixite, replacing 

Chicago. 
theatre, Cicero, taken 
five-year lease by Tony Savik 
and Fred tufold from Martin 
Laptka. Open Christmas Day; pic- 
tures and occasional vaude. 


Hawthorne 
on 
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| 


with | 


signs in the Orpheum lobby along- 
side the gifts told how they had 
been purchased by the screen celeb- 
rities from Minneapolis stores as 
Christmas gifts for some of their 
local Franke explained 
instead of coming 
Minneapolis to make the pur- 
the stars had their local 
representatives do the buying. 


admirers. 
to patrons that, 
to 


chases, 


Plays Local Boys 


Small town stuff, perhaps, but an | 
indie manager who has ‘Local Boy 
Makes Good’ due is already scout- 
ing for photos of local boys who 
have made good in college, business 
or other lines. Plans a special lobby 
display. 

Where it is possible to coax the 
local paper to make the cuts a page 


story on the successful lads will 
make a good ad as well as a good 
circulation feature. 


Fix for Washington 


Next celebration of Washington’s | 
Birthday is going to be a centenary | 
and celebrated on a lavish scale that 
will benefit the theatre which man- 





ages to get in on it. 


alone remember the circus 
Zag and tag on behind. 


parade 


If the committees prefer to go e| 


‘Skippy’ for ‘Sooky’ 
Los Angeles. 
Campaign on ‘Sooky’ here at the 
Paramount played up the names of 


Jackie Cooper and Robert Coogan 
and the fact that production had 
same cast, director and author as 
‘Skippy’ rather than the ‘Sooky’ 
title. Felt that title wouldn’t draw 
them in, as Percy Crosby hasn’t 
used the Sooky character in the 


Skippy strip for almost a year. 


Toys as Passes 


Washington, D. C. 
Local theatres have won yards of 





publicity by admitting children 
free, provided each kid brings a 
Xmas toy for some poor child, 


Proved to be one of the best busi- 
ness builders yet, since most of the 
tots carrying dolls and wagons and 
other broken-down paraphernalia 
must be accompanied by elders— 
all paid admissions. 


Denver. 


Denver theatre (Publix) is hold« 
ing ‘Suburban Nights,’ at which 
time a musical organization from 
that particular community  per- 
forms. Coupons printed in the 
neighborhood weekly entitled resi- 
dents to save 25 cents on the ade 
mission price. 

It's to help offset the pre-Xmas 
period. 





(Continued from page 10) 
accounts, pledging them as collaterai 
with no idea they would be mar- 
keted. Brokerage houses holding 
the pledges are said to have put 
‘stops’ on them for their own pro- 
tection, and the ‘stops’ were touched 
off during the mid-week panicky 
selling all around the list. 

The Friday rally at least disclosed 
that there is still a market for pre- 
ferred stocks with any kind of a 
break for the bulls. Consolidated 
Film senior issue came to the Satur- 
day close with a slight gain, against 
the fractional loss of the same com- 
pany’s common shares. 

Orpheum was weak due to the im- 
passe in RKO, losing 1% while there 
seemed to be a supply of Universal 
at times, that inactive issue show- 
ing a decline of 2% on relatively 
large dealings. Eastman Kodak took 
a terrific beating, slumping to a new 
low at 77% and lagging on the re- 
covery when lucky buyers at the 
bottom took prompt profits. 

Lack a Cushion 

Except for these details, the net. 
results of the week in the amuse- 
ment stocks were not significantly 
bullish. This group was early in its 
decline, and normally on a turn- 
around, assuming for the moment 
that last week’s shift was a turn- 
around, ought to have gotten into 
step quickly and aggressively. Ab- 
sence of such a disposition would 
suggest that surrounding buying 
strength was used for further liqui- 
dation. The only other inference 
for the theatre shares’ calm would 
lie in the argument that the whole 
market flurry was confined to short 
covering, and because there was no 
large outstanding short interest in 
the amusements (covering having 
already been accomplished) they did 
not have that spur to higher levels. 

The Stock Exchange published the 
figures for the short account, in- 
cluding the picture stocks, and the 
results were entirely bearish as in- 
dicating that the bears had neglect- 





Stock Market 


ed that group, with one notable ex- 
ception, a heavy bear drive on RKO 
just before the announcement of the 
new financing plan. Official figures 
for the film stocks are as follows: 


Issue. Nov. 30. Nov. 2. May 28. 
Con. Film....... 10 48 200 

GO Gbi6. weve ch 350 400 ese 
East. Kodak 46,211 $2,131 37,000 
POR A. Jiccccces - 6,804 19,145 83,300 
Gen, TiWs Hecwe 1,839 880 29,800 
TOGE 6 cevvccowes 10,012 11,096 17,900 
PARE cciececeos 10,501 30,837 35,300 
TRUS ccrosscoecs 20005 75 1,000 
REO cccccccoece 18,885 109,436 27,400 
BRUD. scscdeseese 30 600 2,900 
\ FS eee - 8,071 3,633 139,700 


From which it becomes apparent 
that the bears were remarkably well 
informed last May on what was 
likely to happen, and since then 
have taken their profits and gone 
into other fields. Pickings, it will be 
apparent, were especially good in 
Warners and RKO on the short side, 
The only short accounts left appear 
to be in Loew, Par and Eastman 
Kodak, and the two theatre com- 
panies are a long way from oversold 
at that. 


RKO went ‘ex’ its subscription 
rights yesterday (Monday) and on 
Saturday the new stock became a 
trading issue, selling at exact parity 
of 4, each share of the new A stock 
representing four shares of the old, 
quoted at 1. When the new bonds 
come out, they will seek a listing on 
the Stock Exchange bond list, but 
the ‘A’ stock certificates attached 
to them will not be a trading me- 
dium, being inseparable from the de- 
bentures, for a period of three years. 

It is to be explained that the 
‘RKO n’ quoted on the Board is not 
the same as the stock involved with 
the debentures, the latter being vot- 
ing trust certificates, while the for- 
mer is stock the voting rights of 
which are vested in the holder. In 
other respects the two varieties have 
the same standing. Voting rights 
mean practically nothing, since a 
voting majority lies with the trust 





stock on deposit. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Dec. 19: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


-——1931——, Net chg. 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low. Last. for wk. 
9 145 ee Oe Be Pee 2 15% 2 —-% 
15 3% Gee See, . Ps. bs3éccaveecseeees ° 4% 3% 4 —% 
187% 7% 4,985 Consol. Film pfd. (2)..... coocse 1H 8% 10 + % 
185%, 77% 48,300 Eastman Kodak (8).....+-+e6+ oo 685% 77% 83 
383, 2% BO,200 “Foe, CIOS Me cote. cccacvesses ee 3% 2% 3% +% 
54% 22% SOR. SSO Got. BIG. .. cece doo covsccpesecs . 25% 22% 2% +1% 
15's 1 8,600 Gen. Thea. Eq. un. (1.60)....... e be } Sy + % 
ee ‘oe - wteene’ PM. DOEs Gober scececetecadeess » o< oe 15 bid 
63'% 237% GE. DOD TOW Bdoc ccesscccccesecseceece . 2874 23% 27% Sy 
98 i) 1,000 Do pref. (6%) wrrerr Tri ry. 67 m6 67 1% 
7 2 500 Madison Sq. Garden......0-.++- 2 24% 214 — %& 
27 15 800 Met-G-M pref. (1.89).........- o @ 16% 18% 3% 
7 4%, ee ee Pee re err rere e 7% ot 5! i% 
HON 5! 18L,S0D PMPMMGENE 2 oc cccctcccccccesses e &% 3} 7 —1 
2% % 3,800 Pathe Fxchange.........+.. ° . 3, —\% 
Sa, 1% 1,700 Pathe, Class A......+-seee- - L “ + % 
27 5% 164,750 Radio Corp......ccsccccervesseoce 6 r sy + % 
24% Ye GBGOO RKO on ccsccceddcvcsvgegeccscce ° 14, , 1 —% 
o% 1, BOSD Gmbert 2. cccccccccescessecseccs ee Ja 4 —- % 
M6 1-64 - Ro Bs ut Perera) Pret yo 1s 1-4 1-64 
4 4 BIO REO Re on csccccecccoersccesescss 4 4 4 
57 24 £20 Universal pref. (8)..ceccccecses ° 42'5 Ww 40 —214 
20% 2% 560,100 Warner Bro8t......ccccsteccecsese ° 3 2% 2% + % 
403. . $00 Do pref. 0B). isscdcestacet .« 2 10 10 41% 
107% 26 191,659 Westinghouse (2.50)......e.0se - 30% 26 294%, +1% 
mh, oA 8500 Benith RaeGhe. .6cidbecesectsedvacsd ° 1's A a 
CURB 
23 3% 406 Columbia Picts$..........ee.0e08 . 4 3% 4 + % 
22 2% 1,400 Do V.t.C..ccccescccsscceseces . 4's 3's 4'% + % 
Ba 1 11,400 De Forest Radio..........see0e. ° 1% 1 1% + % 
6 a, ree Pe "TeOTee « o 64.0008 6803 04860088 . "s * &% + o 
R11, 3, 8 4) Gen. Thea Eq (244) sl % R, % 
15 1. Mas’) DOO. Cds a ou ss x08 500 ee 15% L5be 1% —% 
1, 1-6 a ae” Se errr s ye ee 4 4 Is —* 
4 1% S.Bee TOCHMICOME 6cccciscvsssscedor 2% 1% y 4 - & 
13", 1's 18,000 Trans Lu —— 2 1’ 2 
BONDS 
74 ~ $191,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. °40 : howd aA a 35 L % 
79 on) 26.000 Keith 6 4 41% 35 3645 —3! 
Wa 70 147.000 Lo Gas. "G6, c.dtb yés dc cnonaces Sa mu SD 
ws nt 31,000 Pa 7 Blo cvtevycngenwaets 61 rer 61'4 +4% 
7 1 87.000 Par-lam-La 6's 47 Be a0 49 +4 
Ra, 32 146.000 Par-Pub 5'6's, °50.........00. 41 33 41 +1% 
25 2 2.000 Shubert 6's ‘ 2% 2! 2% — %& 
v4 y 172,000 Worner Bros. 6's Po sesveseoe  & 273 31 +ly 























VARIETY Tuesday, December 22, 1982 


from the company that gave you “Frankenstein” 


[ STRICTLY A HOUSE 
DISHONORABLE | HitS thot ore leaving || | DIVIDED 









































PAUL sien [covey ot the critics gasping for breath with 
SIDNEY FOX aaa and grasping for adjectives... WALTER HUSTON 
KENT DOUGLASS 
Me ae tahini Ricci- ry: HELEN CHANDLER 
endl, Sidney + of te Directed by its that are making | Directed by William Wyler. 
JOHN STAHL Universal, the oldest young 
From the Brock Pemberton smash 
hit by Preston Sturges. company, the talk of the world 
| Hi SIDNEY FOX 
LEW AYRES ITS that are getting the 
in best playing time in the finest NICE 
nm Fa AVE Ni theatres everywhere . , WO MEN 
ON EARTH With FRANCES DEE, Alan Mow- 
With ANITA LOUISE, SLIM SUM- Hits that come as a god- Seedion Unaabiteeen tees 
Elizabeth. Patterson. From th send to exhibitors who thought ae 
, “Mississippi, ; 
* Directed by Russell Mack. there wasn ft no Santy Claus eee : 
Slim We are hitting a pace that is 
making us dizzier than we ever 
SUMMERVILLE hoped to get — and _ busier sangre 
and than any company that ever int t e Rue Mor ue 
Zasu PITTS in was buried under an avalanche From the story by Ss 
’ EDGAR 
UNEXPECTED of contracts. Look ‘em over! ALLAN PO cE 
FATH ER Presented by bore EY _ 
With C Sue Collins, Doroth GO 
Christy, Allison Skipworth, a A R L LA E M M L E (“Dracula” himseff} 
Claude Allister. Story by Dale Produced b Leon Adams, Bert Roach, Bran- 
Van Every. Directed by Thornton roducea by don Hurst, Noble johnson, 
Sit Associate Producer, Stan- CARL LAEMMLE Jr. D’Arcy Corrigan. Directed by 
ey Bergerman. 


Robert Florey. 
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nile heavy and playing it with just the first all-Australian talker to hit 

SAFE IN HELL nile heavy ant aaviw j Explorers cf the World ee ee nennien, Whether THE SEA GHOST 

(Continued from page 15) Enid Bennett does the mother Raspin productions and release. Di-| the picture will hit screens in any Alfrei T. Mannon production, released 

: with ic is tl art’s | Tected by Harold Noice, Silent camera- . “ England, is through Peerless Productions, Directed by 
‘ th a reticence that is the part's | Won G+ ’ fa- i other country, except England, is| yi)" ;5) story by Burnet Hershey 
white woman, is on the receiving < ‘ } work of five different explorers, with e pepe: . tat Nigh. Story by B t Hershey, 

f the make from the other | S'e@test asset. Willard Robertson | synchronized dialog, sound effects and mu-| Problematical. Americans woud) cast: Laura LaPlante, Alan Hale, Clarence 
end 0 bh has the exact obtuseness to fit him | sical. Score arrangement, Mussina Wach-/ not understand just what the whole/ wilson, Claud Allister, Peter Erkelenz. 
island gents, among whom are some into the picture. Rush. tel. Synchronization by Atlas Sound| affair is about. The lingo would| At Leew’s Circle, N. ¥., as half of double 
of the worst looking characters ever Studio. At the Criterion, N. Y., for twice have them straining their ears and} feature bill, Dec. 1b. Running time, 
dragged onto a picture set. When ponte ren $1.50 top, Dec, 14, Running wondartne bs eto ia, 65 mins. 

; ime Pe mins. . ¢ i cial 
Piet, the guy she supposedly killed : , : ' , 

: , . ’ The aloe is < , , ee ae 2 5 ee er 
back in N. O., shows up, he doesn’t HEAVEN ON EARTH The dial Se a aaa ey ae Mat Far above the average indepen 
last long. She plugs him again, this Pearce Cet ree Despite its technical shortcom- | POC! Australian and bad English.) dently produced feature. Even 
- r Universal production and release. Lew F joan Real Australians do not chatter like . ‘ly edited : 1 clogged by 
time with a gun. Ayres starred. Directed by Russel Mack. | "85, Explorers of the World | tangs rtp hel =: ~ae ; helfeve though poorly edited anc CIOERSE DY 

A sad and unsatisfactory finish is | Adaptation and dialog by Ray Doyle from|is travelog screen material which | the peg phates: leads Serr - ‘ vy “- | unnecessary _ matter, “The Sea 
obviously an attempt to lend cre- pee Laeiee Berman s_novel, ‘Mississippi.'| holds interest. It’s absorbing be- | Outside Australias pit eer Rha ee Sry Ghost” sustains that _kina of in- 
dence to an impossible yarn. It] Dec. 18 unning time 76 Lapin week of/ cause of its authenticity and the | 2 %@d advertisement for this cot terest seldom found in the lesser 
doesn’t help, for as long as the story | states ‘ay ; * ee pee variety of travel and exploration in- | try. grind first runs. 
is thoroughly unbelievable up to the | Towhead |'//.///'''""""""""""Anita Tenise | VOlved. Picture takes its audience} Although billed as all- Australian, Had a major producer bought 
finish, no ending could change that Oe 2 aS Harry Beresford |to five different parts of the sphere | three of the featured players hail| Burnet Hershey's story and given 
impression. Those who go for this oe ttt eeeeeseeeeress Elizabeth Patterson| with the different explorers offer- | from England. Most of the cast re-/it some thought this yarn would 
sort of stuff won’t care for the exit. le ng Siar stores See oe ing descriptive talks. Hasn't the ex- cruited from vaude-revue stage.| have been a money maker on no 

Miss Mackaill had little chance to} pr. Boax..........°°°°°”” ae putty citing action of some other pictures | Photography 1s brilliant and sound/ mean national scale. Story is a 
do anything but be tough in a self-| Chicken Sam............... Peter Richmond | Of its kind, but from an educational! ;} recording pretty fair, natural for the sea, full of many 
sep bits “3 oe vps one and instructive angle it is impor- | Frank Thring, managing director! opportunities for build-ups, situa- 
wade irough it without stepping Pl P * , tant. f Efftee. directed Mr. Thring is a{tions and thrill moments. 

: ot is out ; ary, : ? Siar a of ki ° - Mr. us 
over the boundary and growing is out of the ordinary, along General business possibilities for} better business man than a director 


over-emotional. Aside from Ralf 
Harolde’s heavy and Don Cook's 
hero, Morgan Wallace, Victor Var- 
coni, Ivan Simpson, John Wray, G. 
Von Seyffertitz, Charles Middleton 
and N@ble Johnson are called upon 
mainly’ to express lust in various 
ways. Harolde succeeds more than 
anyone else in convincing. Nina 
Mae.McKinney, with one song, and 
Clarence Muse are the colored com- 
edy relief, but up against too much 
of a handicap in the form of a con- 
stantly depressing air of evil which 
prevails throughout the picture. 
Director William Wellman seems 
to have probed the limit from the 
material at hand, this taking in both 
plot construction and manipulation 
of characters. The technical side, 
photographically and scenically, is 
also first rate. Bige. 


SOOKY 


Paramount production and release. Co- 
stars Jackie Cooper and Robert Coogan. 
Sequel to ‘Skippy,’ inyclving the same cast, 
director and author. Directed by Norman 





Taurog. From Percy Crosby's story, ‘Dear 
Sooky.’ Adapted by Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
and Norman McLeod, Photographed by 
Arthur Todd. At the Rivoli, N. Y., Dec. 
19 for grind run. Running time, 80 mins. 
AGG ND 6 60 000 cocne S08 Jackie Searl 
DP. Rs oc cebbaeoeis Willard Robertson 
RET FO ss bg 680 008s 8048 Enid Pennett 
Mrs. Wayne...... +++--Helen Jerome Eddy 
Mr. Saunders..... $0500 0000066. Leigh Allen 
Mr. Willoughby...........Harry Beresford 
Skippy Skinner..............dackie Cooper 
Sooky Wayne......e-csee+-. Robert Coogan 
pel ee ae cocveceastes Oscar Apfel 

Sequel that follows with great 


exacitude the original of ‘Skippy’ 
and yet is altogether a new delight, 
even if it does go over the same 
ground, and should _ see solid 
grosses. This is the second of the 
Skippy series and the Paramount 
stories with a small boy background 
—the other two being ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
and ‘Huck Finn.’ 

Picture is understood in the trade 
to be the final test of this type of 
story and cast. If this one doesn’t 
come through at the boxffice in con- 
clusive terms the story type is un- 
derstood to be out. The decision is 
a good one, for if this production 
doesn’t roll up attendance figures, 
the type isn‘t commercial film, for 
the production is a gem of the first 
water in all departments. 

Subject will be interesting to the 
youngsters, but will fascinate the 
grownups with its blandly humor- 
ous but still tenderly sympathetic 
attitude toward this genuine group 
of kids. Crosby somehew catches 
the deep seriousness of small boys’ 
activities, and this screen treatment 
preserves it in all sincerity. 

The passionate yearning of Shan- 
tytown ‘Sooky’ for a soldier uniform 
and a Sam Brown belt is conveyed 
with all the deadly earnestness of 
&% dramatic scene in a problem play 
until the auditor aches with the 
boy’s unsatisfied longing. And 
when by a twist of fortune he at 
length realizes his dream it hits 
with the dramatic force of a melo- 
drama’s flag-waving climax. 

If there is to be any criticism of 
the production it will come in the 
final sequence where the presence 
of Skippy at the deathbed of his 
pal’s mother in her Shantytown 
hovel introduces a sombre note that 
clouds the light touch of the whole 
work. The experience shakes the 
boy, and his recital to his father 
of what has happened is a shade 
overdone, probably in an effort to 
supply the story with a high light 
of dramatic acting by the Cooper 
boy. It serves that purpose, but the 
note is discordant. 

The strictly intimate kid touches 
are what make the picture, such as 
the preoccupation of Sooky upon 
the thrilling business of blowing 
bubbles out of a real bugle; 
Skippy’s elaborate maneuvers to 
worm out of his physician-father 
information about why people are 
sent to the poorhouse without let- 
ting the father find out that he is 
trying to protect the mother of his 
Shantytown pal from exile to such 
& place, and the poor kid’s solicitude 
for his mother. He wants to go 
Play in the yard with Skippy, but 
he's afraid Ma will have one of her 
fainting spells. So he suggests the 
plan that if she feels she’s going to 
faint she is to give ‘two long and 
one short screams’ for him. 

The Coogan tot keeps elbow to 
elbow with his running mate here. 
The kid has a curious awkward 
earnestness that is quite as delight- 
ful as Jackie's utterly pat natural- 
ness. The trio is again rounded out 
y Jachie Searl, still doing the juve- 





with the locale, but neither takes 
naturally to screen treatment. A 
squclid Mississippi shanty town in- 
habited by ignorant white trash is 
the scene of action. Fact that 
neither the spot nor the thought is 
attractive is what stands between 
‘Heaven on Earth’ and_ grosses. 
Won’t make a showing in the keys 


and needs strong stage support 
wherever chanced. 

Why they tossed away a good 
title on this effort is beyond solu- 
tion. Nary a suggestion at any 


time that any of the characters be- 
lieves his position is akin to heaven. 
Looks as though the label was on 
hand and thoughtlessly tacked on 
the wrong subject. 

Lew Ayres is okay in the starring 
lead and he’s strongly supported by 
the others, mostly freak character 
people. Harry Feresford in an im- 
portant plot part is burdened with 
a character over whom the author 
apparently couldn’t make-up his 
mind. He’s given a bad reputation 
early in the running, then is allowed 
to talk himself in for a little sym- 
pathy. But he performs another 
dastardly deed that sends his audi- 
ence standing back to the bottom. 
When the script finally seeks to 
make the final impression favor- 
able, it doesn’t work out. 

The action is based on a feud be- 
tween the Mississippi steam boat- 
ers and the lowly housboaters who 
eke out an existence on the banks 
of the river. A steamboater can 
make it pretty unpleasant for a 
houseboater, it’s shown, merely by 
sailing close by and raising a rum- 
pus with the water. 

A storm and torrent scene under 
the finish, in miniature, is realistic 
enough and contains sufficient sus- 
pense to rate a better picture posi- 
tion. Some of the more peaceful 
river scenes are sightly, while some 
portions indicated use of a big set. 
But nothing succeeds in overcom- 
ing the basic story handicap. 

Elizabeth Paterson does some fine 
character trouping as a superstitous 
old wretch with a limp. Her com- 
panion femme and Ayres’ opposite 
is Anita Louise, a blonde ingenue 
who looks fresh and young, with the 
type of facial beauty that makes 
her performing secondary. She 
needs experience and work. 

Big cast all simulate a southern 
drawl. It’s a surprise at first from 
Ayres, but he does it well and it 
succeeds in sounding natural after 
a reel or so. Bige. 


LA DOUCEUR D’AIMER 


(‘Sweetness of Love’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Jacques Haik production and First Divi- 
sion release. Stars Victor Boucher. Di- 
rected by Rene Hervil. Based on beok by 
A. Dieudonne; scenario, Pierre Mandru and 
Rene Hervil; music, Vincent Scotto and 
Henry Verdun. At the 5th Ave. Playhouse, 





N. Y., week Dec. 11. Running time, 95 
mins. 

Albert Dumontier........... Victor Boucher 
Germaine ...... coeceoccccs One Delivvess 
POUND cctccccoccses coe ccdecccoces Henri Bosc 
Suzy Valbreause............-Alice Roberts 
Lorette .....e.se0% ececceeee- Therese Dorny 
Simone ....... eee eeeee.- Simone Bourdet 





Despite that it’s ’way overboard 
on footage, and badly recorded, this 
comedy should be mild over here. 
It’s too slangy for comprehension to 
those who learned their French in 
American schools, and there are not 
enough dyed-in-the-wool French- 
men on this side to support a pic- 
ture in their own language to any 

eat extent. 

o Victor Boucher is one of the best 
French actors. He plays comedy 
with great skill, although possibly 
over the heads of non-French audi- 
ences. Showing him to an Ameri- 
ean is like asking a Frenchman to 
dope out Will Rogers. 

Story wouldn't be bad for a mu- 
sical except that it’s dragged out. 
Boucher is a country engineer who 
writes songs on the side. He sends 
these songs to his cousin, who 
promptly publishes them under his 
own name. When Boucher comes to 
Paris he finds out what has hap- 
pened at about the same time that 
his cousin’s wife discovers her hus- 
band is unfaithful. Before the com- 
plications are ironed out there’s a 
duel and an overlong night-club se- 
quence. 

Supporting cast is good, outstand- 
ing being Therese Dorny and Henri 
Rose. Two nice songs, one of which, 
‘Pourqoi?’ (‘Why?’), may sell. 

Hard to understand why the 
sound is so bad. Photography fair. 

Kauf. 





it appear to be good. Picture will 
have to be sold, but it offers plenty 
for the exploiter. Tie-ups on the in- 
Structional and_ scientific phases 
should be simple enough. 

Toward the finish there’s a strong 
plug for organizations which in- 
veigh against the killing of wild 
animais as sport. Harold Noice, who 





assembled ‘Explorers’ and acts as} 
interlocutor, brings out very for- | 
cibly in the last few feet that he 
can't understand why anybody | 


should want to kill the world’s wild 


creatures. So emphatic about it, 
there's a strong ring of propaganda 
in his words. 


Little actual gunning in any part 
of ‘Explorers.’ Either the animals 
are captured alive or left unmo- 
lested except for having their pic- 
tures taken. In one sequence a 
couple of big walruses are bagged, 
but it’s hurriedly skipped. 

Cutting has been so close, in 
bringing the footage of five differ- 
ent expeditions down to desired 
running time, that by this process 
alone it moves along at a fast pace. 
There are two scenes of actual com- 
bat, one between a lion and a ga- 
zelle and the other between a jag- 
uar and a peccary. Both are stir- 
ring and mark the high point of the 
action. | 

Explorers’ names, each widely 
known, form the cast. In the open- 
ing sequence they are seated at a 
banquet table in what is supposed 
to be the Explorers’ Club, New 
York. Acting as m, c., Noice first 
introduces Harold McCracken, 
which leads to the Arctic and Behr- 
ing Sea. The Orient is next, where 
Gene Lamb makes his most inter- 
esting contribution in the photo- 
graphing of a staged contest be- 
tween two elephants. James L. 
Clark, an official of the American 
Museum of Natural History (New 
York) follows, his dialog covering 
a brief expedition to Africa. 

Lt. Com. J. R. Stenhouse next 
turns the film to the Antarctic and 
Laurence M, Gould, second in com- 
mond of the Byrd Antarctic Expe- 
dition, topping off in a brief ex- 
planation of his experiences with 
Byrd. There is no film to accom- 
pany Gould’s discourse since the 
Byrd celluloid is the property of 
Paramount. 

Noice, it is announced, has made 
seven different expeditions of note. 
His contribution is a jaunt into 
northwestern Brazil at the head- 
waters of the Amazon. He has 
filmed some wild life but is more 
concerned with the little known 
Tariano Indians. 

Perhaps most of the interest is 
in the amount of ground covered. 
The Oriental and South Ameri- 
can expeditions are more off the 
beaten track than the others. All, 
however, will hold attention. 

Much of the film is faulty, the re- 
sult of poor camera opportunities, 
condition of the negative, or age. 
Against this, and the frequent dull- 
ness of the print when projected, 
telephoto lenses have brought hip- 
pos, elephants and other difficult to 
photograph objects into very clear 
view. In some cases the film jumps 
quite badly. 

Dialog of the explorers, as they 
explain their respective trips, is on 
throughout and partly makes up for 
the inferior quality of the print. All 
the men speak clearly and do not 
overdo the descriptive matter. Mu- 
sic trickles through the film, but is 
generally down to a fairly low 
pitch. 

There could have been more sound 
effects for general improvement. It 
is understood the explorers them- 
selves wanted as little of this 
dubbed in as possible, being a bit 
finicky on the authenticity angle. 
The synchronizing treatment repre- 
sents a fine job. 

Raspin Productions, presenting 
the picture here, with the house on 
a month’s lease and an option for 
three additional months, makes its 


bow with this effort. Company is 
reputed to have multiple tie-ups. 
Char. 
(AUSTRALIAN MADE) 
Sydney, Nov. 17. 
Featuring Pat Hanna, George Moon, bd 


Warrington, Cecil Scott. Neil Fleming, Ma- 


bel Gibson. Story by Pat Hanna and Eric 
Donaldson. Directed by Frank Thring 
Produced by Efftee Studio. Running time, 


65 minutes. At Plaza, Sydney. 








‘Diggers’—a name bestowed upon | 
Anzacs during the Great War—is 


of pictures. Surely for the first lo- 
cally produced talker a better story 
could have been picked. ‘Diggers 
is a few comic episodes of two sol- 
diers during the big war. Ending is 
sudden and meaningtess. Six reels 
were deleted before release. 


Picture carries no appeal to wo- 
men. Australians can produce geod 
pictures, but first they must learn 

| to buy good stories. ‘Diggers’ wiil 
probably get money here, but cannot 
possibly expect to succeed overseas 


against the competition of the Holly- 
wood products. Gorrick, 


MOUNTED FURY 


by Sono-Art World Wide. States 
Directed by Stuart Paton. 
Betty Burbridge. Cast: John 
Bowers, Blanche Mehaffey, Robert Ellis, 
Frank Rice, George Rigas, Lina Basquette 
and John Ince. At Loew's New York, 
N. ¥ day, Dec. 15, as half double fea- 
ture bil Running time, 65 minutes, 


Produced 
right release. 
Story by 


» one 


Just 
Story 
gether 


65 uninteresting minutes. 
is hackworn and pieced to- 
minus any imagination or 
action. The few fist fights are poor- 
ly staged, the men falling before 
being hit. Weak entry even for the 
small houses. 

Story is of a drinking husband 
who goes with his wife to the home 
of his friend in the northwest to get 
rid of the habit. Audience is sup- 
posed to guess it’s Canada, because 
there is a French-Canadian couple 
as the heavies, 

Hubby can’t quit his guzzling, 
makes love to the Canadian gal, and 
is killed by the latter’s lover, who 
in turn is killed by the girl. The 
wife then weds her former hubby’s 
best pal. 

Cast does what it can with the 
lines, which isn’t much because of 
the showboat meller yarn which in- 
cludes those villainous laughs. 


MISTIGRI 


Paris, Dec. 5. 
Paramount Jointville production and Para- 
mount release. Directed by Harry Lach- 
man, From a play by Marcel Achard, who 
also adapted it. Music by Dr. F. Gromon. 
Recorded by Western Electric. Running 


time, 90 mins, At the Marigny, Paris, 
Dec, 

MG ctéisoss soeveeeesees+- Madeleine Renaud 
Zamore .....-. ee eerceceseressece Noel-Noel 
CRAIQDTO 2.ccse Co oreccocceesece Debucourt 
Marignan ....cssssesseeeesssAndre Dubosc 
CPE - bc kscocsbec Sb erdoseesig Jules Moy 
Madame Perrache..... Magdelaine Berubet 





Surefire boxoffice film over here. 
Picture, costing about $50,000, is an- 
other instance of Harry Lachiman’s 
turning out a good one at a small 
cost. ‘Mistigri,’ though hardly more 
expensive than his ‘Monsieur de 
Midnuit,’ is of much finer quality, 
and unquestionably one of the best 
made in France to date. Camera 
work is excellent throughout and 
Madeleine Renaud, who has not al- 
ways been well photographed, 
shows up wel. in this one. Treat- 
ment is remindful of Arnold’s lens 
work for Mae Murray in ‘The Merry 
Widow’. 

As a play script was sheer farce. 
Director, however, has added a 
subtle element of pathos. Some 
sequences, impossible to do on the 
stage, are also effective. Story 
shows a well-to-do girl about to 
marry a physician, but suddenly 
falling for a tenor and eloping with 
him. The girl learns to sing and 
they lead the life of artists on tour, 
but the husband is an egoist. They 
become destitute, decide to commit 
suicide. The doctor the girl was to 
marry prevents the suicide and, 
while the singer is unable to stage 
a comeback, the girl further devel- 
ops her voice and becomes a great 
singer. The husband becomes a 
nuisance, is unfaithful and the cou- 
ple part. Girl is about to marry 
the doctor when she finds her hus- 
band really needs her and she falls 


in love with him again. Mile. 
Renaud has never acted better 
either on stage or screen than in 
this picture, and Magdelaine Beru- 


bet 
par... 
er, 


is very good in a character 
Noe!-Noel, popular entertain- 
does the husband well, and 
Debucourt is good as the doctor. 
Girl's father is made impressive by 
Andre Dubosc, With Jules Moy as 
a theatre manager also to the front. 
Other parts are unimportant. Mu- 
sic is secondary and the sound is 
good. 

Sure to cash heavily in the neigh- 
borhoods and provinces after a long 
run at the Marigny here Masi. 





Peerless has gone to considerable 
effort to make this more than just- 
one-of-those-things. Locales and 
backgrounds are strictly in keeping 
with the story. The waterfront, 
salvaging vessel, and even the div- 
ing scenes are quite real. 


Will Nigh’s direction, while not 
his best, probably saved the cast 
from running ovor each other. The 
theme has that melodramatic col- 
oring which so easily can be faded 
j}into burlesque. Some of the boys 
|now and then do revert to 1915 
camera gyrations. 

The secret of a German subma- 


rine captain is the substance of the 
theme. Fortunately, the story hasn't 
been changed so that it contains the 
pay-off in the first reel. The Amer- 
ican naval officer doesn’t kill the 
captain upon discovering him after 
the war, but the fight finally takes 
place when the German is seen 
talking to the Yankee officer’s girl 
friend on the salvage ship. Then 
the secret—that the German had 
sunk the boat holding his wife and 


makes the dive not for treasure 
but to say a prayer. 

One of the most. satisfactory 
build-ups and endings, but too 
much stuff allowed to _ interfere. 


However, a fine single feature for 
the smaller theatres. 

Laura LaPlant has not been well 
photographed and Alan Hale, as the 
American officer, at times is uncon- 
vincing but his performance is 
eligible. Peter Erkelenz, as the 
German commander, is most promi- 
nent. Waly. 


Mam-zelle Nitouche 


(FRENCH MADE) 


(With Music) 
Paris, Dec. 8. 
Braunberger Richebe production and ree 
lease. Directed by Marc Allegret. Made ia 
Braunberger Richebe studios at Billancourt, 
Dialog by Bousquet. From a musical com- 


edy by Meilhac and Millaud. Music by 
Herve. Western Electric sound. Running 
time, 105 minutes. At Paramount, Paris, 
Dec. 4. 

Celestin-FIOridor ..ccccsccssecseseres Raimu 
Nitouche ...... soccodocecoocesoume Marese 
The Major ....ccscccccceccctecssese- Alerme 
COPIRR iy < 0.00 0ae> 04s poccdeseocsocMGite Jeetm 






....Rousselieres 
.+.-Alida Rouffe 


Lieut. De Champlatreux.. 
The Mother Superior...... 
Good entertainment, well acted, 
and a decided hit with lecal audi- 
ences. Film is based upon a popu- 
lar musical comedy depicting French 
provincial life 60 years ago. ; 

Story shows a girl brought up in 
a provincial convent, whose music 
master is secretly the author of an 
operetta to be done in the neghboring 
town, where he sneaks off at night. 
Girl gets wise to it and when he is 
supposed to accompany her to the 
railroad station, because her parents 
want her to be taken back to Paris to 
be married, she follows him instead 
to the theatre. When the star sud- 
denly leaves in a fit of jealousy, the 
girl replaces and becomes the guest 
of the officers of the garrison. After 
funny adventures, she and her 
teacher succeed in regaining the 
convent, following which she mar- 
ries the man her parents intended, 
who is the officer of the garrison 
with whom she clicked when pre- 
tending to be an actress. 

Title role is attractively done by 
the late Janie Marese, who was 
killed in a motor accident. Raimu, 
who does the music master, is 4 
good comedian. Alerme, who does 
a dragoon major, is also outstand- 
ing. 

Production is not unduly spectac- 
ular, but is well balanced. Direc- 
tion technique is simple but often 
marred by irregular photography 
and poor sound. Mari. 


How Burke Was Captured 


Chicago, Dec. 16. 


Reenactment in and near Green City, 
Mo., of the arrest of Fred Burke, Chicago 
gangster. Financed and preduced by an 
amateur, Fred Lowry, with photography 
by R. D. Pasqual. Running comment syn- 
chronized. States right distribution. 
Opened Dec. 16 for four days as half of 


double bill at the Casino, Chicago, 30-cent 


grind. Running time, 30 mins, 


This amateur enterprise reached 
the attention of Chicago's film row 
through its easy money and ex- 
ploitation possibilities in the states 
of Missouri, Michigan and Illivois, 
Product searcity adds to its chances 
in the frequent change grinds. 

No paper had been printed, and 
nothing beyond some makeshift 
freehand art was visible in the lob- 
by. House was depending on 
‘Homicide Squad’ (U) with the 

(Continued on page 21) 
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‘this country in its darkest hours 
had a Washington and a Lincoln. 
What this country needs right now is 












Let her change the 
map of the U S.A. from 


a to THIS 





at 














Hats off to Marie Dressler! Hats off to M-G-M’s 
studio-showmen who have immortalized her God- 
given talent in “Emma” a motion picture that will 
inscribe its humanity on the heart of the world. 





Marie (Bless her heart!) 


DRESSLER: 


Everybody’s going to the NATION-WIDE 
TRADE SHOWINGS: 


‘Albany Harmanus Bleecker Hall Dec.29 11:15P.M. Milwaukee Davidson Dece.29 Maténee 











Adanta Fox Jan. 3 3:00P.M. Minneapolis Loring Dec.29 2:00 P.M. > 
Boston State Dec.29 10:00A.M. NewHaven Fox College Dec.29 10:30 P.M 

Buffalo Buffalo Dec.29 Midnight NewOrleans Tudor Jan. 3 10:00A.M + 

Butte Rialto Dec.29 11:30 P.M. New York Astor Dec. 29 11:00A.M. ( i AREN( 'E BROWN m5 

Charlotte CarolinaTheatre Dec.29 10:00A.M. Oklahoma City Criterion Jan. 3 10:00A.M 

Chicago Dearborn Dec.29 2:00 P.M. Omaha World Dec. 29 10:00A.M. sll Si F hited 

Cincinnati Lyric Dec.29 11:30 P.M. . : ; : ; by 

oe ow Dee. 29 theoPM. Philadelphia Keith Jan.10 8:00PM. production. Story rances Marion 


Pittsburgh— Loew's Penn Jan. 3 8:30 P.M. 


Pewee Olen any 208M Portland roadway Dec.29 452M: with RICHARD CROMWELL 


, St. Louis Ritz Dec.29 2:30 P.M. 
Des Moines Des Moines Dec.29 10:30A.M. Salt Lake Cit ~ ag 
alae : ; D y Gem Dec.29 11.30 P.M. J ( ) , | ' 
_—— United Artists -29 11:30 P.M. San Francisco Alhambra Dec.29 2:30 P.M: EAN HERSH L 


, en 
Indianapolis Fountain Square Dec.28 2:00P.M. Seattle Paramount Dec.29 11:30 P.M 


Kansas City Isis Dec.29 2:00 P.M. Syracuse Loew's State Dec.29. Midnight Rye 
LosAngeles Boulevard Dec. 29 10:30A.M Tulsa, Okla. Ritz Jan. 5 10:30A.M. io 4 os A e ) 
Memphis, Strand Jan. 3° 3:00 P.M. Washington Ambassador Dec.29 2:00 P.M. t YyOUur SeTvIce ° 
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How Burke Was Captured 


(Continued from page 19) 


manhunt picture tossed in for but- 
tons. 

Seems likely that Chicago's more 
or less well known lassitude toward 
gangster films will be borne out in 
this instance. ‘How Burke Was 
Captured’ will more likely interest 
the tanks. That carries the sup- 
position that a more alert publicity 
campaign will be employed. 

This is a good deal like the 
average burlesque show. It’s all in 
the lobby. Anticipation and reali- 
gation can't get together because 
what’s inside after passing the 
ticket chopper isn’t there. A cer- 
tain flavor of authenticity and a 
measure of human interest, but it’s 
never brought out or developed. 
Beyond this summary of its merits 
the amateur production is just that. 
A fair sample of an amateur’s 
dawdling and no more. 

An evident close fidelity to the 
established facts has been pre- 
served throughout, Indeed, this 
tender regard for truth. deprives 
the film of the drama inherent in 
the situation. It’s true to life, but 
not true to its dramatic possibilities. 

After all the preliminary hocus- 
pocus of writing to the Department 
of Justice, the Chicago police, the 
county sheriff and the police of 
Green City, the actual capture of 
the bad man was ridiculously sim- 
ple. A squad car, men armed to the 
teeth, drove up to the farm house 
where Burke was asleep. They 
walked in and took him. No strug- 
gle, no suspense, no nothing. Burke, 
the tough one, was a washout. He 
was played with nothing more than 
a superficial resemblance by Olin 


Webb, the town barber. All the 
other characters, including the 
father-in-law who didn’t know 


Burke's true identity, are the origi- 
nals. 

An intelligent commentary helps 
a lot, but no lecturer short of a 
fine wit could offset the self-con- 
scious stiffness of the whole simple 
tale. The amateur detective who 
read gangster stories and first rec- 
ognized Burke from a police pic- 
ture in one of them was, as him- 
self, not very interesting, but the 
Situation had germs of adventure. 
Also interesting was the matter of 
rewards. Mentioned as totalling 
$90,000, .with that spurring on the 
amateur ‘sleuth, all he actually got 
‘was $2598, 

Green City, Mo., appears to have 
the world’s biggest, heaviest, most 
dangerous looking detectives. They 
weigh about 240 pounds per man 

Land. 


Die Koffer Des Herrn.O.F. 


(‘Luggage of Mr. O. F.’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Dec. 10. 

_ Tobis production and Deutsches Licht- 
spiel Syndikat release. Direction, Alexis 
Granowsky. Manuscript by Leo Lania and 
Alexis Granowsky. Production manage- 
ment: Hans Conradi, Mark Asarow. Mu- 
sic, Dr. Karol Rathaus. Songs, Erich 
Kaestner. Photography, Reimar Kuntze 
and Heinrich Balssch. Sound, Hans Grimm 
and Dr. Bittmann. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klargfilm. Running time, 75 mins. At 
Mozartsaal, Berlin. 








_ Unique in its conception by_ the 
director, Alexis Granowsky; orig- 
inal in its idea and outstanding 
for photography, but not a picture 
that will arouse the interest of the 
general public. Intentionally in- 
tellectual and its best chances are 
in the better theatres. 

In a little town, Ostend, 138 pieces 


of luggage arrive. Hotel owner 
believes an enormously rich man 
is in the background. The whole 


town gets excited. Tailor, barber, 
municipal architect and other trades 
adapt themselves to the supposed 
rich visitor. Town swells to be- 
come a modern and lively hamlet. 
Europe, in its economic crisis, no- 
tices the rise of the town and its 
economic conference takes place 
there. This brings a stream of for- 
eigners and visitors. The town 
flourishes. 

Everything is exaggerated and 
S0 performed. But nothing is 
brought to an end. 

Among the players is the young 
Viennese actress, Hedi Kiesler, in- 
troduced over here with much 
Propaganda. She does not carry 
out the advance heralding. 

Magnus. 


KILLING TO LIVE 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
(Lecture in English) 
Soyuzkino production and Amkino re- 
lease. English lecture written by Myron 
Auckland, delivered by Arthur Q. Byron. 
Direction Viadimir Korolevitch; protog- 
Taper, Igor Geleyn: editor, V. H. Mik- 
hailov. At the Cameo, N. Y., week Dec. 

l2, Running time, 50 mins. 


At last, a Russian film which can 
sell, on merit, outside the strictly 
tussian and communist classes. It’s 
a nature film depicting animal and 
plant life in an exceptional way and 
outstanding for this type of feature. 
Chances are that it will be the best 
Russian money-getter over here 
thus far. 

‘There is no peace in nature’ is 
one of the first spoken lines, and it 
is repeated several times thereafter. 

The snake o‘tacks a smaller ani- 
mal and kills; the mongoose attacks 
the snake and kills it; a hawk at- 
tacks the mongoose and kills it, and 





that’s the theme. One species of 
animal life destroys the _ other. 
Towards the end an attempt is made 
to square that with Communisiic 
ideas by saying that man is now 
only learning about the world, etc. 

Photographically and in every 
other way the picture is outstand- 
ing as an educational subject. That 
snake-mongoose fight, for instance, 
which as a short (Ufa) made con- 
siderable rep for itself, is here re- 
staged as a very minor part of the 
entire theme. 

A few months ago a similar pic- 


ture was made on.this side titled} 
‘Mystery of Life’ with Clarence Dar- | 


row doing the talking. This foreign 

film was originally entitled ‘Struggle 

of Life’ but has been retitled. 
Kauf. 


KAMERADSCHAFT 


(‘Comradeship’) 
{GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Nov. 26. 
Nerofilm production and Vereinigte Star- 
film release. Directed by G. W. Pabst. 
Manuscript by Vajda, Otten and Lampe!. 
Photography, F. A. Wagner, R. Baberske; 
sound, A. Jansen; production, Wilhe!m 
Loewenberg. Recorded on Tobis-Kiang- 
film. Cast: Ernst Busch, Georges Charlia, 
Andress Ducret, Fritz Kampers, Danie! 
Mendaille, Elizabeth Wendt, Alexander 
Granach, Pierre Louis, Helena Manson, 
Oskar WHeoecker and Alex Bernard. At 
Capitol, Perlin. Running time, S87 mins. 





A mining 
hands of an able director, W. G. 
Pabst. It deserves success here 
and abroad and will likely achieve 
such rating. 

Story is based upon the disaster 
at Courrieres, on the German- 
French border, in which several 
hundred French miners were im- 
prisoned underground and freed by 
their German colleagues. Pabst 
has made it a powerful recounting 
and accentuates more the happen- 
ings than the men. Breaking min- 
ing-shafts, giant sheets of flame, 
the unflagging fight for escape; 
panic seizes the whole town. 

The director underlines facts. The 
men therefore are not, as usual, the 
main actors. And it’s a good mixed 
cast of French and German per- 
formers. 

Photography and architecture are 
excelient and the sound is clear. 
Picture is sometimes abrupt and 
there are some superfluous scenes 
but this is an outstanding picture. 

Magnus. 


ONE WAY TRAIL 


Columbia production and release. Tim Mc- 

Coy series. Story by Claude Rister and 
adaptation by George Plympton. Directed 
by Ray Taylor. Photography, John Hickson; 
sound, David Forrest. At Loew's. New 
York, N. Y.. as half double feature bill, 
Dec, 8 Running time, 55 mins. 





ro we PPT IT ITT Tim McCoy 
Helen Beck.......+... Cer TT eT: Doris Hill 
OEE BOM ec ciecccccscccecccees Carroll Nye 
rey Pree ree Polly Ann Young 
RPO MENEEE ok ccc ccccccvcced Al Ferguson 


Most westerns tip their mitt be- 
fore the opening reel has unwound. 
Not so with ‘One Way Trail.’ It 
stars Col. Tim McCoy. This one 
lays its ground work carefully, then 
sets out to build up suspense with a 
plot that may even make the more 
calloused patrons guess. Off the big 
streets of the U. S. this film ought 
to be able to solo. 

Picture benefits importantly by its 
direction and dialog treatment, sev- 
eral scenes creating tenseness which 
binds the interest regardless of the 
action. Of fighting, hard riding and 
gun play there’s more than the aver- 
age dose, to satisfy the cowboy fol- 
lowers. Two nifty scraps with one 
staged for several rounds. 

Many of the accepted character 
types and actions permeate the pic- 
ture, but the romantic interest here 
finds a cowboy lover who isn’t tra- 
ditionally shy. Another oddity is 
that the heroine is not so backward, 
coy and demure. She's a modern 
girl who wants to play around and 
Doris Hill is a good pick for the 
part. 

Al Ferguson, long a menace, is a 
little theatrical but turns in a piece 
of fine work where he expects to be 
shot in the back, having killed the 
hero’s brother after cheating at 
cards. This incident motivates the 
entire story with mistaken identity 
and other plot circumstances mixing 
up from that point. Carroll Nye, 
never a western type, is the lad done 
away with in the first reel. Char, 


BOBBY GEHT LOS 


(Bobby Starts Off’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


3erlin, Dec. 10. 
Arieifilm production and Deutsche Uni- 
versaifilm release. Directed by Harry Pie 
Manuscript, Hans Rameau after the novel 


by Georg Muehlen-Schulte. Production 
management, Joe Pasternak. Photograph) 

Ewald Daub. Sound, Charles Metain. Re- 
corded on Tobis-Klangfilm Cast: Hari 

Piel, Anni Markart, Hilde Hildebrand 
Kurt Lilien, Ferdinand Hart, Erich Duns- 
kus, Frank Guenther, Gerhard Damann 
Kurt von Ruffin. Running time, ¥3 mi 


At Tauentzien Palast, Berlin. 


A real box office success in this 
country. A Harry Piel picture such 
as the German provinces and work- 
men like. Piel will soon direct his 
90th picture, giving an idea of tis 
longevity of his popularity over 
here. 

Picture starts well, but drags 
midway. As to logic, Piel never 
bothers very much about it. 

Two cast members slip from un- 
der Piel’s stereotyped direction. Kurt 
Lilien and Eugen Rex. They prove 
again to be good comics. Magvus. 


eatastrophe in the} 


Emil und die Detektive 


(‘Emil and the Detective’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. Directed by 
Gerhard Lamprecht. Preduction supervis- 
ton, Guenther Stapenhorst. Acapted by 
Billie Wilder from Erich Kaestner’s 
novel; camera, Werner Brandes: sound, 
Hermann Fritzsching; music, Schmidt- 


week for good run Dee. 18, Running tim: 
75 mins, 


Dienstag 
Gerald 


oc cccccbeeeeses Hans Lechr 
....-Brnst-Eberhard Reling 





A German ‘Skippy,’ ‘Huck Finn,’ 
etc. German children on this sid 
are not likely to prefer films in theit 
i native tongue, but the parents may 
drag ’em to this film. The eldei 
Teutons figure to like it and thx 
film is assuredly worthy of busi- 
ness. 

As kid pictures go, apart from 
the language angle, this one is 
right up with the best of the type. 
It's a smart comedy of smart kid: 
well directed, acted and _ photo- 





logical. 


to the city to visit his grandmother 
His mother gives him 140 franc: 
which he pins to his inside pocket 
|On the train he meets the man wh 


the man all around Berlin, enlisting 


into, who brings a dozen or so of 
his friends along. Each bring som¢ 
more friends and the gang of kids 
elect five special detectives to work 
with Emil. 

All sorts of adventures with the 
juvenile detectives finally landing 
the thief. Police identify the man, 
give Emil 1,000 marks reward and 
he flies home in an airplane to be 
greeted by the town band and the 
mayor. 

None of the comedy, characteriza- 
tions or kids run away from the 
director. Incidental music helps a 
lot. Kauf. 





LAW OF THE TONG 


Willis Kent production and Syndicate re- 
lease. From original etery by Orville 
Drake. Directed by Lew Collins. Photog- 
raphy, William Nobles. Features Phyllis 
Barrington and John Harron. Cast: Jason 
Robards, Frank Lachteen and Mary Carr. 
At Loew’s Circle, N. Y., as half double biil, 
one day, Dec. 8 Running time, 52 mins. 





Spotted as one of a double fea- 
ture bill here and that may be the 
general recommendation. Story is a 
mixture of Chinese philosophy plus 
syndicalism and a cheap dancehall 
flayor mixed in with the Saitvation 
Army. Frisco’s Chinatown the lo- 
cale. Time not certain. 

It amounts to a fair effort at sec- 
ondary entertainment. No better 
aim is apparent. On the whole the 
picture can be accepted as an un- 
finished serial. Recording not all it 
should be but not ey ty: 

an. 





Luise, Koenigin von 


Preussen 


(‘Louise, Queen of Prussia’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, Dec. 10. 
Henny Porten Film Production and Star 
Film release. Directed by Carl Froelich. 
Manuscript written by Fred Hildenbrandt, 
Friedrich Raff, Julius Urgiss, after the 
novel, ‘Luise,” by Walter von Molo. Dra- 
maturgy, Walter Supper; production man- 
agement, Dr. Kaufmann; photography, 
Friedel Behn-Grund; sound, Walter Jansen. 
Recorded on Tobis-Klangfilm. Cast: Henny 
Porten, Gustaf Gruendgens, Ekkehard 
Arendt. Viadimir Gaiderow, Friedrich 
Kayssler, Helene Fehdmer, Paul Guenther, 
Freidrich Ettel, Friedrich Gnass, Bern- 

hardt Goetzke. Running time, 112 mins. 





Too much misery in this to be a 
success at this time. Talls of the 
misfortune and disaster of Prussia 
in 1806. 

Story deals with the fate of Prus- 
sia’s most beloved Queen, in the 
hands of that charming actress, 
Henny Porten. Carl Froehlich's di- 
rection is neat but conventional. 

Gustaf Gruendgens, as King 
Friedrich Wilhelm III, plays this 


vincingly. In other parts 
hard Arendt, Vladimir Gaiderow 
and Friedrich Kayssler are prom- 
inent. Sound reproduction is often 
clouded. Very neat photography, 
| however. Magnus. 





Indie Pep Talks 





(Continued from page 7) 


The independents figure they wiil 
ido the biggest business in their 
history during 1932. 
double-featuring now they'll have 
to lower their admissions. The 
public has taken to and likes the 
two-for-ones’. This is the argu- 
ment indie producers proffer 

The little producers, however, are 
more keen than the big fellows to 
keep outsiders out. That's about 


} 
| 
| 
| 


undecided and weak monarch con- | 
Ekke- | 
| 


soelcke. At the Ufa-Cosmopolitan, N. Y.. | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 10) 


and with his own personal rep put the Chinese back into stride for big 
takings. This was okay with M-G-M, which consented to three Metro 


| films for the test, starting off with ‘Hell Divers.’ 


Pees WC SO DearS icccs cccccve Fritz Ras} 
PENG, “SISOMDGIE . cicdciscce - Kaethe Haack | 
7anG@motner ...cisscscce picees GCOpa Engi 
i ee ee er errry Inge La rut 
Gustav the Hoop........Hans Schaufus 
Flying Stag... eocbeoeess Hans Richetet 


graphed. It’s not only modern, it’s | 


Richard Carroll, exfiction editor of ‘Liberty’ and sent to the Coast 
by Fox to head the scenario department, has originated the blindfold 
test for writing talent. In engaging writers he intends to pay no at- 
tention to past Hollywood performances or salaries. 

His scheme is to hand the prospective writer a batch of story briefs, 
telling him to pick the one to which he reacts most favorably. Then all 
the applicant has to do is convince Carroll he can dig a screen yarn out 
of it, 

Divided authority over RKO theatre exploitation men between the na- 
tional publicity-advertising department and the division managers is 
said to be working out a bit clumsily. Under the present system a divi- 
sional chief has the authority to summarily dismiss any exploitation 
man within his territory regardless of the exploitation director for the 
chain, 

Case which brought up the point happened within the past two weeks. 


Manner in which Lucky Strike is using cinematic testimonials for its 


ciggies thrice weekly on the radio, and the use of such Metro players’ 


Emil is a country kid who goes | 


steals his money. Boy then follows | 


the aid of another boy he bumps | 








|now increasing its 
‘from 16 to 20 and other type fea- 
If they quit. 


| with 


ithe only point on which the two | 


| factions agree. To see this through 
practically all the independents ar 
now stepping up their programs 
One small company which figured 





names as Joan Crawford and Robert Montgomery in connection with 
published ads, indicates that the testimonial embargo is the nuts. Ex- 
ceptions for big national advertisers such as Lux, the cigaret companies, 
Palmolive soap, ete., are seemingly made depending on the hookup to 
coincide with the release dates of certain pictures. In addition, state the 
adv. agencies, they have contracts until the end of next year for tie-ups, 
so they’re not worrying just now. 


Two of Donald MacMillian’s expeditions are to be film released by 
as many organizations. Materal shot on an expedition to the north two 
years ago is now being broken up into a series of two-reelers by Sol 
Lesser on the Coast. 

MacMillan’s most recent trip was photographed for Howard Hughes’ 
Multicolor and will be released later, Hughes still being undecided 
whether to break the color stuff into shorts or release it feature- 
length. 


With Universal going into the lab business on the Coast and Howard 
Hughes Multicolor forgetting color for the time being to go after 
black and white, a competitive war is on between these labs for the 
film developing work of the smaller companies. 

Both of the entrants into the lab field are 


reported price-cutting 


| e . 
to secure business from the bigger concerns. 


That standard plot some writers boast about is liable to receive un- 
welcome attention in the obvious similarity of pictures ready for 
release by two companise but developed by the same writer. Plots are 
identical, the only differences being locale and period. 

One is laid in the west in the early 60's; other is in contemporary 
New York. Theme of both: law and order. 


Independent exhibitors are beginning to order campaign books on 
various pictures prepared by RKO via Jack Hess. Last week a total of 
27 indies bought the special campaigns as used in RKO’s own theatres, 
each paying $2 or $3, depending on the picture for which gotten out. 

Purchase of the campaign manuals from the chain, when the film dis- 
tributors furnish free press books, is a distinct slap at the latter. 


Warner Bros., which some time back experimented with a release ‘not 
recommended for children,’ will market ‘Safe in Hell” (WB) the same 
way. Picture opened at the Strand, New York, this week, with the ‘Not 
for Children’ admonition in the marquee lights, Belief, of course, is that 
admission to the public that the film is not for kids will stimulate in- 
terest among adults, 


Circuits with men on the road after rental deductions on chain leased 
theatres are said to be meeting with some success. Names or amounts 
not given. 

RKO and Publix reported the most active on this angle. 





New York ‘Daily News’ in reporting a news item in ‘Variety’ on 
dialog and ‘business’ eliminations over the RKO theatre circuit, mis- 


interpreted the story. “The News’ editorially referred to the matter 
as having been lines eliminated from dialog in the talkers. 
D; P. ib iL o * 
Ficture Fossibilities 
‘The Passing Present’—Favorable 
‘THE PASSING PRESENT’ (Comedy, Arthur Hopkins, Barrymore). 
Has to do with a family of Manhattan bluebloods, whose home gives 


way to progress and its people scattered. Picture people should make a 
better screen story than possible for the stage, lbee. 














‘The Second Comin’ ’—Unfavorable 
‘THE SECOND COMIN’ (Drama; Jerome H. Wallace; Provincetown). 
if ‘Green Pastures’, dealing with the same theme and a hit couldn't be 
filmed, no chance here. 
*1931’—U nfavorable 
1931’ (Drama, Group Theatre, Mansfield). 
Depressing play about unemployment, one-sided propaganda and not 


good theatre. lbee. 
‘Springtime For Henry’—Unfavorable 
‘SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY’ (Farce, Macgowan & Reed, Bijou). 
Picture possibility dependant on show's length of engagement, but if 
used would have to be cleaned up. lbee. 








big fellows. They 


out a year ago. 


six features a year a big outlay is | 


'32-'33 westerns 


| 
nearly had us 
Western Electric 
| clipped us when demanding $50,000 
tuces from 12 to 20. | in advance royalties at a time when 
There are six comparatively big | 
independent producers in the field. | 
All have at least a 40% affiliation | 
an indie exchange’ system | 
| 


we could barely move. Now, we've 
got a chance and it isn’t at their 
expense. We're paying our own 
bills. Their hard luck, however 
which guarantees national distribu- | this time is our fortune, and we're 
tion aside from any dependence | going to make the most of it while 
upon the important national dis- | we can.” 
tribs. The indies are figuring on financ- 
Says One Producer ing themselves in their usual shoe- 
As one of the _ representative | string way, and figure that they'll 
spokesmen of the indie group sums|pick up at liberty the previous 
up the situation: high salaried talent on a percent- 
Why should we be sorry for the; age basis. 
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Voting Trust Takes Fox Metropolitan 





Theatres; Creditors Agree to Delay 


With the decentralization of Fox 
Theatres beir - more than half com- 
pleted, affairs of Fox Metropolitan 
Theatres have been placed tunder 
control of a voting trust compris- 
ing Harley L.. Clarke, 


Stralem and Herbert P. Howell. For 


Casimer L. 


this purpose a special meeting of 
the company’s was held 
Thursday (17) when this change 
was effected. New officers and di- 
rectors were also elected as named 
by the trustees with Harley L. 
Clarke, president. 

From a practical standpoint this 
change of control means the virtual 
exit of d@ox Theatres as an active 
theater operating company. Fox 
Metropolitan Playhouses, Inc., orig- 


board 


inal nucleus of Fox Theatres, will 
now presumably devote itself to 
collecting rent due from theatre 


lessees such as Skouras and Rand- 
force (Frisch & Rinzler). 

Actual execution of the voting 
trust agreement came Nov. 2 made 
by and between a committee rep- 
resenting bankers, Fox Theatres 
Corp., and Fox Metropolitan Play- 
houses. This voting .trust will vote 
the stock owned by Fox Theatres 
Corp., in Fox Metropolitan Play- 
houses, 

Creditors Hold Off 
with these changes 
creditors of the company’s major 
obligations, amounting to around 
$15,000,000, have agreed to postpone 
these obligations for.a period of 
10 years. This includes the $13,- 
000,000 644% convertible gold notes 
underwritten by Halsey, Stuart & 
Co., plus around $500,000 interest 
due. The notes mature May 1, 1932. 

Other:.obligations postponed by 
creditofs include picture rentals due 
Fox Film. These rentals are pre- 
sumed to include those which re- 
mained unpaid when the Clarke 
interests took over the properties 
from William Fox. Around $600,- 
000 is due dating back to 1929. Aliso 
around $25,000 is due National 
Supply Company, a subsid of Gen- 
eral Theatres, of which Ciarke is 
president. 

Postponement of the obligations 
seems to have been necessary by 
the creditors because a condition, 
precedent to H-S’s underwriting the 
$13,000,000 issue, was that 67% of 
the theatre leases held by Fox The- 
atres in 1929 reverted to original 
owners in the event of a receiver- 
ship. 

Stralem represents Halsey, Stuart 
and other banker interests here. 
Not Chase, Latter is not con- 
cerned with Fox Metropolitan un- 
derwriting. Stralem is from Hall- 
garten & Co., associated with Hal- 
rm Stuart in the Fox underwrit- 
ng. 

Resignations of W. C. Michel, W. 
J. Eadie as directors of the com- 
pany have been accepted. The 
status of these three; however, as 
attaches of Fox Films is not af- 
fected except that Michel is no 
longer treasurer of Fox Theatres. 
He retains his post as executive 
vice-president of Fox Film. 

Eadie, comptroller of Fox The- 
atres, may shift westward to take a 
similar post with Fox West Coast. 


Concurrent 





60, Not 16c Top 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
Dec. 9 ‘Variety’ carried a story 
on the Plaza, Sacramento, stating 
admish for six RKO acts and first 
run piéture was 16 cents. 
Top is 60 cents. 
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Foremost Film Writers 
and Dialogicians 














HOWARD J. GREEN 


Writer 


Representative: Arthur M. Landau 














JOSEPH JACKSON 


NOW ADAPTING 


“CHURCH MOUSE” 
For WARNER BROS. 














WITMARSH WITH CRUZE 


Closes. Philly House to Become 
Coast Ass’t to Director 

Jay Witmarsh, manager of the 
Little Theatres in Newark and 
Philadelphia, both showing foreign 
films, has resigned to join James 
Cruze on the Coast as the latter’s 
assistant. 

Upon Witmarsh leaving the 
Philadelphia house closed down and 
the Newark site was taken over by 
Sydney Franklin, Witmarsh’s for- 
mer assistant. 


Breaks Up RKO Division 


2KO has broken up its St. Louis 








division, parceling out the nine 
houses in that set-up to Chicago, 
Minneapolis.and Dallas. A. S. Rit- 
tenberg, St. Louis division man- 


ager, becomes exploitation director 
for the Texas territory at Dallas. 

Under the break-up, St. Louis 
goes into Billy Elson's Chicago di- 
vision; Kansas City and “Denver 
into Minneapolis under Morgan C. 
Ames, and Memphis and New Or- 
leans to Len Brown’s southern do- 
main. Change is effective imme- 
diately. 

Of the nine houses in the St. 
Louis set-up, three are closed. 





2 Former Chamberlain 
Officials Now Bankrupt 


Shamokin, Pa., Dec. 21. 


First National Bank, Mt. Carmel, 
near here, was elected trustee in 
bankruptcy for two coal region men, 
connected with the Chamberlain 
Amusement Enterprises, of this and 
other coal region cities and towns. 
They are L. J. Chamberlain, assets 
$82,000, liabilities $415,000, and F. 
P. Liewellyn, assets $130,000, li- 
abilities $86,000. The latter’s as- 
sets, far exceeding liabilities, may 
be “frozen” to some extent. Lliewel- 
lyn was president of the Chamber- 
lain company, Chamberlain general 
manager. 

The election took place at a meet- 
ing of creditors in the office of 
George E. Deppen, bankruptcy ref- 
eree, at Sunbury. 

The proceedings are separate from 
those in which the Chamberlain 
amusement company is involved. 
The company is now in the hands of 
a receiver, Stephen L. Gribben, 
Shamokin, lawyer and banker, who 
has for nearly two years been try- 
ing to put the company’s six the- 
atres into financial shape. He is 
said to have had a fair measure of 
success in operating the houses. 





Iowa Bombing 
Davenport, Ia., Dec. 21. 


Dynamite wrecked the front of 
the Uptown, a neighborhood house 
owned by J. H. Geertz, and did 
some damage to surrounding busi- 
ness edifices. 

Bombing was attributed by 
Geertz to labor trouble. Geertz has 
had non-union men in two houses 
he owns for the past 11 years and 
has not met union demands. Ex- 
plosion occurred at 1 a. m. No one 
was injured. 





Didn’t Pay Commish 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Judgment for $500 awarded here 
last week to Al Goldman, theatre 
broker, against Ella Walters and 
Merrill Moore, former owners of the 
Grand Opera House at Frankfort, 
Ind. 

Suit, entered by Attorney Harry 
P. Munns, claimed that the money 
was due Goldman as his broker’s 
commission in selling the theatre 
for Walters and Moore. New owner 
of the Frankfort house is Thomas 
K. Valos. 





Woman Asks for Receiver 
Nevada, Ia., Dec. 21. 

Minnie S. Strine, holder of $4,800 
stock in the Circle Amusement Co., 
operating the local picture theatre 
of that name, has filed suit in the 
district court asking appointment of 
a receiver and liquidation of the 
business. 

She alleged in the petition that 
Lester F. Martin, manager, has re- 
moved all books and records of the 
company. 





SPECIAL PUBLIX DEPT. 
ON LOBBY DISPLAYS 


Publix lobbies are being concen- 
trated upon now. J. A. Koerpel, 
until recently division manager of 
the southeast, has been placed in 
charge of a separate department, 
purpose of which is to work out 
means for increased sales energy 
through lobbies. He is first con- 
centrating on the Dave Chatkin di- 
visions, which include the Atlantic 
seaboard, New England, Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey. 

First real test in selling via the 
lobby will come on ‘Ben Hur.’ 
Koerpel has built a special six-foot 
square arena reproduction of the 
chariot race, with mechanical at- 
tachments which show the contest 
in action. Meanwhile a record, ac- 
companying the display, reproduces 
sounds of crowds cheering, yelling, 
ete., as attention attracters. 

First of these lobby units was 
shipped Thursday (10) to the Or- 
pheum, Wilkes-Barre, trial spot for 
‘Hur’ in the Comerford territory. 
Another will go to the Rivera, 
Knoxville, Tenn., on a test booking 
for the south. 

Some of the lobby sales depart- 
ment will be self-supporting, with 
nominal charges made to theatres 
using its material. 3elief is that 
Publix will only take the lobby 
treatment in its B and C opera- 
tions. 


STAGE SHOW TESTED AT 
MACON, WITH FILM, 25c 


Macon, Ga., Dec. 21. 

‘The Hollywood Scandals,’ musi- 
cal comedy-vaudeville show, sold 
out for the Fitz theatre here last 
week. The big audiences seemed to 
relish seeing real folks on the stage, 
after a long wait. The show was 
given as an addition to the three- 
a-week bill of pictures at the regu- 
lar admission price of 25c, all seats, 
all times. 














Mayor Asks Withdrawal 
Of Macon Screen Ads 


Macon, Ga., Dec. 21. 

Through the efforts of Mayor 
Toole, Macon screens may soon be 
rid of the “nuisance” of advertise- 
ments flashed on the screen be- 
tween features. 

Art Barry, manager of the house, 
agreed to discontinue the ads pro- 
viding the advertisers cancel their 
contracts. Mayor has written let- 
ters to the merchants and has had 
replies offering to co-operate, 





Woman Thwarts Stickup 


Dallas, Dec, 21. + 

Facing a six gun didn’t induce 
Mrs. J. I. Case, cashier for the Hip- 
podrome and Lyric, local grinds, to 
part with $297. 

Couple of stick-up men stopped 
her enroute from the Hip to the 
Lyric. One poked a gun in her ribs 
while his pard grabbed for the 
money bag and her purse. He got 
the purse—with $1.90. 

Woman put up struggle, which 
attracted passersby, whereon hi- 
jackers decided they'd settle for the 
$1.90, 


LEE’S DIVISION WINS 


RKO’s theatre practitioner, Joe 
Lee, is the winner of that chain’s 
division manager contest for Nov. 
7-Dec. 11. Event was circuit wide 
with 13 division managers compet- 
ing. e 

Lee came over the top in a pretty 
close struggle with R. H. Emde 
(Bronx-Westchester-Newark). Lee 
has the so-called Brooklyn-Junior 
division, embracing 12 houseg in 
Brooklyn and Long Island. 


TITLE’S CHI IDEA 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Punch and Judy, dark since being 
abandoned by the Ascher Bros. 
more than a month ago, may re- 
open around Jan. 1. Abe Title, ex- 
change man on film row, is dicker- 
ing for the house with the rental 

question foremost in the deal. 
Title plans to show foreign films, 
the same policy the Aschers’ tried. 











Chamberlain Seuth 
Milton Chamberlain, former man- 
ager of the Little Carnegie, New 
York, left Saturday (19) for Palm 
Beach to take over management of 
a Publix house there. 
Chamberlain was acting as p.a. 


UNION JOINS WITH HOUSE 


Both Seeking Bomb Throwers at 
Theatres in Providence 








Providence, Dec. 21. 

Disclaiming responsibility for the 
recent stench bomb outrages in sev- 
eral theatres in and near Provi- 
dence, officials of the Rhode Island 
Theatrical Employees’ Union have 
joined with theatre owners in an 
attempt to apprehend the culprits. 
Private detectives have been hired, 
it was said. 

Federal officials are also working 
on the case, seeking persons who 
have sent through the mails let- 
ters of derogatory nature to the- 
atres concerned. 


FWC Trying Rotary 
Stock-Films Again 
In 5 Coast Towns 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 








Fox West Coast will give the 
rotary stock company idea another 
whirl the first week in February, 
utilizing the McKenzie Players. 
Troupe has been doing repertory 


under a tent at Culver City. Pro- 
posed FWC route is Plaza at Haw- 


thorne, Sundays; Fox, Pomona, 
Mon.-Tues.; Fox, Santa Ana, Wed.; 
Phoenix, Whittier, Thurs. and the 


California in Venice, Fri. and Satur- 
days. 

Bob McKenzie, directing the 
troupe, will do cut down plays, with 
a picture at present house prices. 
If the idea clicks legit combos will 
be formed to extend the route. 


Ist Midwest RKO House 
Playing Double Bills 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
RKO Englewood on the southside 
reopens on Christmas Day. Will 
play double features, holding pic- 
tures as long as they draw biz. 
Englewood makes the first RKO 
house in the entire midwest divi- 
sion to go twin program. 











Giveaways in N.Y.C. 





Consolidated Circuit, New York, 
has gone in for the giveaways in 
Manhattan. 

The nearest Consolidated house to 
Times Square is the Chaloner at 
55th street and 9th avenue. It now 
gives away on certain nights live 
chickens, groceries, vacuum clean- 
ers and orders on a resident beauty 
parlor. 

All in the one admish price. 





WB Lets Liberty in Ptsbg 
Go to Local Indie Corp. 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 21, 

Liberty theatre in East Liberty, 
once the town’s class nabe site but 
closed now for a couple of years, 
will reopen next week. Triangle 
Theatre Corp., local, has house. It 
is a WB property and has been 
leased to the reported indie inter- 
ests to be operated as a second- 
run. 

Liberty is competition to Enright, | 
Regent and Cameraphone, all WB 
holdings in East Liberty and all 
within two blocks of each other. 

Triangle also operates Garden, 
Northside and Triangle, East Lib- 
erty. 





F-WC POLICY CHANGES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 


New policy inaugurated for the 
Fox-West Coast Figueroa and Bel- 
mont include double bills twice 
weekly, three changes per weck, and 
30 cent top, instead of 50. They 
reopen Xmas after two weeks’ 
darkness. 

The Boulevard opens with Rube 
Wolf as m.c. at 50 cents nights. 
Uptown reopens after short close as 
a preview house. 





LUCAS COMES AND GOES 


Arthur Lucas, operating Publix 
houses in and around Macon, Ga., 
under a recent partnership deal, was 
in New York last week to confer 
with h.o. execs. 

In addition to coming up on film 
matters, policy under the partner- 
ship setup was fixed, Lucas has 





for Moss’ Broadway. 





F-WC Curtails 
Public Service, 
Helped Indies 


Los Angels, Dec. 21. 

Activities of Fox-West Coast’s 
public relations department will be 
curtailed by Oscar Oldknow to re- 
strict its service solely to communi- 
ties where there are F-WC theatres, 

Move is being made by Oldknow 
because independent houses have 
been indirectly benefitting from the 
service despite not sharing in its 
cost. Curtailment is also due to de- 
centralization of Fox houses in the 
east. General good -will built ub 
through women’s organization con- 
tacts by the public relations depart- 
ment helped all Fox houses. Under 
direction of RyM¥s Hemington, the 


department has been sending ma- 
terial on pictures to a mailing list 
of 5,000, every one a request. Ma- 
terial was used by the women, mostly 
club. leaders or chairmen of club 
film committees, in talks to their 
organizations. Info on handling 
children’s matinees was also sup- 


plied, the women helping the local 
exhibitor in putting over a kid pro- 
gram. 

The F-WC mailing list will be cut 
to 3,000 names, al! located in com- 
munities having F-WC houses. Many 
femmes who have been getting the 
free material are expected to go 
into a pout when their info suppiy 
is cut off. Saving to F-WC will 
amount to little, as only stamps and 
cost of paper are involved, but the 
fact that the service has helped 
non-FWC exhibs is the reason for 
the curtailment. 

It was suggested that the Hays 
office take over the service for those 
cut off by F-WC, but no action has 
been taken to date. 





Solo House Goes Indie 


Lynchburg, Dec. 21. 

Liberty Theatre in Bedford, near 
here, has gone back to indie class 
after being operated about a year 
by Warner Brothers. Possession 
was immediate. 

Liberty is only house in Bedford, 
town of 4,000 and site of Elks Na- 
tional Home. 


R. I. EXHIBS SUED 


Providence, Dec. 21. 

Suits in equity have been filed in 
Federal Court here by distribution 
firms against John W. Miller, Jr., 
and Kathryn White, both of Nar- 
ragansett, operators of a picture 
theatre in Wakefield. Plaintiffs al- 
lege that pictures have been shown 
in the theatre without license. In- 
junctions are sought to prevent the 
practice. 

One suit has been filed by United 
Artists, Art Cinema Corp. and Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, individually, and the 
other by Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer. 
Six pictures“are named in the com- 
plaint. 











Start the New Year Right 
by organizing a 


Mickey Mouse 
Club 


for your theatre 
Greatest box-office insurance you 
can possibly get for 1932 


For particulars write 


WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
2719 Hyperion Ave. 
HOLLYWOOD 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Greds of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 





Oakland at Chi’s Heels 


Oakland Theatre, Oakland, gets 
F. & M. specialty acts, with Lynn 
Cowan as m.c., while the Ideas, 
Sunkists and all, go into the new 
Paramount. This is eighth consec 
year in Oakland for the Ideas, and 
makes’ three Oakland theatres 
playing Fanchon and Marco shows. 
Only one other burg does better 
than this, Windytown, where four 
B. & K. deluxers flash the F. & M. 
ehows. 


The Big Parade 


Every Warné Brothers theatre 
in Newark suburbs promises to 
have automobiles in mile-long 
“Welcome, F. & M.!” parade, on 
opening of “Three Big Figures” at 
Branford, Newark, N. J. Sunkist 
orange people co-operating to put 
over the F. & M. Sunkist Beauties, 
who will get key of city from Mayor 
Congleton. The “Peppiness Twins,” 
Breger and Goldberg, arranging, 
under supervision of H. M. Kalmine, 
Varner division manager. 





New Idea’s Smoothness 


Leonidoff’s “In Dutch” Idea now 
ealled “German Echoes,” opening at 
Warner Stanley, Jersey City, Christ- 
mas Day, which will make all North 
Jersey German-Americans happy. 
Clark Robinson’s new “Roxy Thea- 
tre Idea” opened so smoothly at 
Fox, Philadelphia, that Managing 
Director Idzall cheered the show, 
saying it played like an Idea that 
had been on the road for months. 


Gets Time to Reflect 


That Japanese unit contemplated 
by Leonidoff in Hollywood has been 
taken over by Gae Foster, due to 
Leonidoff’s departure for New York. 
Latter had better luck than F. & M. 
Director Larry Ceballos, who was 
coming East on vacation and pulled 
off train to go back to studio for 
production of Ideas of new South- 
ern weeks. First of new Ceballos 
series named “Reflections.” 








Fast Work on Telephone 


Fanchon & Marco artists enter- 
tained University of Georgia foot- 
ball team when they came to Pasa- 
dena at Huntington Hotel banquet. 
Stunt was arranged by Lionel 
Keene, Loew Southeastern division 
manager, who got Marco on long 
distance phone and made all nec- 
essary preparations that way. Car- 
ter Barron got grand publicity on 
stunt in all Atlanta papyri. 





How D’ya Spell “Toga’’? 

Lamberti, accordionist, joined 
“Greetings” Idea in Chicago. Alice 
Goodwin, secretary to Fanchon, 
stopped off there to look over 
Windytown shows. Stated around 
Chicago that Lou Lipstone and Bill 
Pine, of B. & K., have aspirations 
for the bench since they officiated 
as judges at the B. & K.-F. & M. 
beauty contest promoted by the 
Chicago American. 


Who Said “Big Names’’? 


Phil Bloom booked Ruth Etting 
for eight weeks to follow present 
Roxy engagement of that star. 
After Ruth, De Marcos and Mills 
Brothers, Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
do eight weeks at Roxy, starting 
Jan. 1. Bing Crosby, F. & M. Coast 
musical find, still turning "em away 
at New York Paramount. 


F & M. Whistling Find 

Philadelphia critics hail Johnny 
Bryant, F. & M. whistling artist, 
as the best performer in that line 
to ever play Quakertown. Bryant 
is only 24, and up to 1929 had only 
whistled at church and lodge en- 
tertainments. Took so many bows 
at Philadelphia Fox Theatre that 
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NVA GUARANTEED FOR 5 YR 





Other Chains, Taking RKO as Model, 
May Go Extensively in Vaudeville 


Extensive use of stage shows by 
chains before the current season 
fis over is an almost certainty. Long 
holding back vaude and other forms 
ef living entertainment in their 
theatres, the chains are now ready 
to admit in off the record discus- 
gions that it’s apparent the time has 
come when vaudeville is to stage a 


yeturn. 
Two major chains suddenly re 
versing attitude is Publix and the 


Warner Bros. Both are unofficially 
looking to vaude or other forms of 
stage to bolster business at thea- 
tres after a stubborn attempt to 
make pictures pull through on their 
own. Product for the fall was ex- 
pected to enable the major chains 
to avoid vaude this season, but now 
it’s frankly admitted in inner chain 
councils that ‘something must be 
done to bring business back.’ That 
improved quality of pictures so far 
this season hasn’t done the trick is 
mo longer avoided as a fact. 

From indications at this time 
Warner. Bros. may become the 
heaviest user of stage shows before 
spring. On good authority, the 
brothers have decided strongly in 
favor of live talent and will use it 
in their theatres whereever the 
policy seems a possible solution. 

On top of houses that have been 
booking. attactions right along 
through Warners’ own booking of- 
fice, circuit makes it first splurge by 
placing presentation units in around 
20 B houses by the first of the year. 

Shows will be built in Pittsburgh 
by Johnny Harris and routed out 
from there to surrounding towns. 
Meanwhile expansion into combina- 
tion policies, with regular vaude 
used, is to come in New England. 
The Roger Sherman, New Haven, is 
the starter Christmas day (25), with 
others to be worked out later. 


Change of Front 


As late as a year ago the War- 
fMNers were known to be personally 
against the use of vaude. The 
game has long been true with Pub- 
lix, although some of its operating 
executives have from time to time 
Btumped for greater use of stage 
shows. 

There is no indication of how 
many spots either Publix or War- 
mer Bros. may be using vaude in 
before the winter is over, but in- 
side information is that there will 
be plenty. 

Publix is using vaude in the 
gouthwest, New England, in Penn- 
sylvania and other scattered spots 
over and above their route for Fan- 
chan & Marco Ideas. New Jersey 
comes in Christmas week with two 
towns and further additions sched- 
uled for that state as well as other 
sections, including New England. 

Considerable time has come to the 
RKO Boston office from Publix 
houses in New England during the 
past month, including Publix the- 
atres in partnerships up there. 

In addition to the failure of pic- 
tures._t¢o hold up as expected, the 
record of the RKO theatres de- 
Spite that they have not had the 
edge on film is believed to be awak- 
ening the other chains to action 
more than anything else. 





Kay Smythe Better 


Kay Smythe, injured in a fall 
While horseback riding recently, 
made a quick comeback from the 
hospital to open in a new act, ‘Four 
Golden Blondes.’ She received a 
fractured vertebrae, but outside of 
@ stiff? neck is now practically re- 
covered. 

Miss Smythe is the 21-year-old 
Gaughter of Marie Hartmann (Hib- 
bett and Hartman) by her first hus- 
band, Billy Smythe. 


Leavitt-Lockwood’s 2-Act 


Leavitt and Lockwood open a new 
act for RKO on Dec. 26, with a piano 
Player, 

It's the first small act for the 
team in some years, they having 
Previously gone for flashes. 








Couple of Don’ts 





Detroit, Dec. 21. 

On the list of don’ts for per- 
formers at the Hollywood is 
the following: 

‘Don’t mention salary cuts or 
empty houses. Cuts are bet- 
ter than layoffs, and we know 
business is tough without you 
calling the audience's attention 
to it.” 











GIRL’S MOTHER STOPS 
MARRIAGE TO COWBOY 


Altoona, Pa., Dec. 22. 

Intention of Arthur Burdette of 
Tulsa, Okla., of the Oklahoma Cow- 
boys troupe at the Olympic theatre 
last week, to marry a girl from a 
nearby town where the troupe had 
appeared the preceding week, 
wound up with the girl being ar- 
and turned over to her 





rested 
family. 
Burdette was joined here by the 
girl. During an attempt to secure 
a marriage license late at night he 
became separated from her and she 
was arrested in a local restaurant. 
The girl is but 17 and her mother 
refused consent for the marriage. 





150 XMAS DINNERS 


Hastily Arranged Benefit Show Sat- 
urday Provides for Them 








Around 150 actors will be given a 
Christmas dinner from the proceeds 
of an entertainment promoted by 
five people in RKO and given Sat- 
urday night (19) in the Washing- 
ton room of the 58th Street Thea- 
tre building. The hastily-arranged 
affair took in $100 in tickets and do- 
nations. 

Harry Robinson, reception clerk 
on executive row in RKO, who acted 
as chairman, and four others fig- 
ured to do the Santa Claus promo- 
tion. Others were James Howard, 
Al Spiwack, Helen Buchsbaum and 
Helen Doyle. 

To avoid embarrassing actors 
Robinson is figuring on getting 
cards printed which will entitle 
holders to the dinner. 

Margaret Padula, Harry Lilly 
and Frankie Finn, donating their 
services, headed the entertainment 
at the Saturday night affair. The 
tickets were 50c. 


Benny and Publix 


Chicago, Dee. 21. 

Before leaving with ‘Vanities’ for 
Milwaukee, Jack Benny, featured 
principal in the Carroll show, indi- 
cated he would ask for a release 
immediately. Prior to the show’s 
closing at the Erlanger, Carroll or- 
dered a general cut in the payroll, 
one reason for Btnny’s balk. 

Publix is negotiating with Benny 
for the Ambassador, St. Louis, now 
held by Wesley Eddy. If Benny 
epens in St. Louis it will be after 
Jan. 1 on a minimum run of four 
weeks with usual options. 











Fred La Reine in N. Y. 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Fred LaReine, actor-agent, left 
Milwaukee today (21) in a wheel 
chair aboard a train that will carry 
him to New York for the holidays 


with his family. Hope for his 
eventual recovery is now enter- 
tained as he has regained partial 


control of his legs as the result of 
his second operation. 

LaReine arrives in New York 
Tuesday (22), He has been on his 
back for three months following an 
automobile accident when driving 





from Chicago to Green Bay, Wis. 








MGRS, DEAL WITH 
NVA CLUB BOARD 


Ways and Means to Be De- 
cided Upon to Provide 
Funds for Maintenance— 
VMA Left Out of Consid- 
eration 


—_———— 


MONTHLY PAY OFF 


Having agreed to take over the 
NVA operation in all its phases for 
the next five years, the managers 
aro now up against the necessity of 
raising between $350,000 and $400,- 
000 yearly for its maintenance: 
This is the figure in Henry Ches- 
terfield’s estimate as received by the 
managers during the recent settle- 
ment meetings. 

NVA’s approximate running ex- 
penses per year are distributed: 
$130,000 for the Saranac, N. Y., san- 
atorium; $125,000 for the private 
charity list, distributed in New York 
at the rate of about $2,500 a week, 
and the balance for upkeep of a 
New York clubhouse, social activi- 
ties for members, staff salaries and 
other expenses. 

The matter having been settled 
out of court, releases on both sides 
will be exchanged this or next week. 
Under this plan the Chesterfield 
actor faction turns over all rights to 
the club and property to the man- 
agers, who in turn guarantee finan- 
cial support for five years. 

Chesterfield will be elected to the 
NVA Fund board of directors, join- 
ing Sam Katz, Harry Warner, 
Hiram Brown, Nicholas Schenck, 
Will Hays, Harley Clarke, Ed Schil- 
ler, Charles Moskowitz, Pat Casey 
and Major Leslie Thompson on that 
board. Through Chesterfield the 
NVA club under the directorship 
gains membership in the NVA Fund 
for the first time. 


VMA Alone 


The new operation leaves the 
managers’ own association, VMA, 
out of the NVA affairs practically 
altogether. Although Pat Casey is 
on the Fund board, he has declared 
an unwillingness to be involved in 
the NVA in the future in any active 
cayacity. Unless Casey, the’present 
NVA Fund treasurer, remains, an- 
other treasurer may be elected to 
disburse the NVA funds. 

Under the financing plan now be- 
ing worked out among the mana- 
gers, the NVA Club will receive its 
operating expenses in advance each 
month upon delivery of a statement 
for the previous month. 

The managers recommend re- 
moval of the clubhouse to smaller 
and less expensive quarters, but not 
until the present costly property on 
West 46th street, New York, is dis- 
posed of. They declare it’s best for 
the time being not to pay rent in 
two places. 

At a meeting shortly the NVA 
Fund board will discuss ways and 
means of raising funds for the com- 
ing year. The outside deadline for 
a decision is reported to be Feb. 1, 
with next year’s funds needed by 
March 1, next. That has been the 
regular date for the NVA drives in 
the past. 


No Hat Collection 


In any event hat and plate pass- 
ing in the theatres won't be the next 
collection system. This method is 
unanimously opposed by the NVA 
Fund board, it is said. 

The managers who regard the 
NVA as an inherited obligation are 
reported to have been concerned 
chiefly with the Saranac sanatorium 
in agreeing to keep the NVA ship 
afloat, despite the heavy expense. 
The social end was accepted by 
them as a secondary obligation. It 
was the latter that brought all of 
the recent trouble, starting last 
summer when the NVA Fund (man- 
agers) recommended the closing of 
the costly social clubhouse phase. 
In counsel fees and arbitrary ex- 
penses the matter has cost both 
sides between $6,000 and _ $7,000, 
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No Option on F&M 





A story lately appearing in 
the Detroit ‘Times’ said Earl 
Carroll holds options on every 
act appearing in Fanchon & 
Marco HKdeas. It was a burn- 
up for Mike Marco. 

It evidently was intended as 
local publicity to enhance the 
value of the F.&M. shows in 
Detroit, but Marce wants it 
known there is no foundation 
for the story. 


SAUCER LIP UBANGIS 
ROXY’S CIRCUS SHOW 


Troupe of 12 Ubangi, saucer-lip- 














ped, savages which Terry Turner 
and Lou DuFor are bringing over 
from Africa, will spot the Roxy 


Theatre stage week of Jan. 15, as 
part of a big Circus Show to be 
produced and built around them at 
that house in conjunction with 
Fanchon; & Marco’s 10th Anniver- 
sary. 

While this troupe also comes from 
the French Congo district in Africa, 
they are not the same imported 
around two years ago for the Ring- 
ling-Barnum Circus. 


HARRY CARROLL’S MESS 


People in His Revue Hold Out Cos- 
tumes, Demanding Salary Due 











Eileen Healy, dancer in Harry 
Carroll’s ‘Challenge Revue,’ went to 
a Brooklyn police station Friday 
night (18) before agreeing to re- 
linquish a costume she was holding 
in lieu of non-payment of salary. 
Other members of the act surren- 
dered the costumes previously when 
assured salaries would. be paid 
later. 

The Carroll act, in which Carroll 
himself does not appear, played the 
Albee, Brooklyn, last week. On the 
closing day the members refused to 
give up the costumes furnished by 
Carroll until paid off, The producer, 
accompanied by an RKO lawyer, 
Robert Broder, went to the Albee 
on the closing night to bring about 
a settlement. 

Miss Healy refused to join the 
others and held out her costume 
until the matter was straightened 
out at the station. 

‘Challenge Revue,’ after almost 
breaking up at the Albee, is contin- 
uing this week, with the players re- 
ported sticking in order to possibly 
collect back salary. It opened yes- 
terday (21) at the Academy, New 
York, with the cast intact. But Miss 
Syd Hayes, managing the act for 
Carroll, left after the Albee inci- 
dent. 

The Carroll act has been in trou- 
ble, mostly over salaries, almost 
since it opened. 


Sister Lobby Act 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 





Only sign of talent in person to} 


be visible around the new B. & K. 
Southtown, opening Dec. 25, will be 
the Navarro Sisters, harmony four, 
in the lobby. 

Girls, actually sisters, are daugh- 
ters of the Panamanian consul here. 
They're booked for the opening 


$20,000 Salary for Cantor-Jessel 
Vaude Bill for 1 Wk. in Cleveland 


Cieveland, Dec. 21, 
Eddie Cantor and George Jessel 
& supporting vaudeville bill 
selected by them will play the Civic 
Auditorium week of Jan. 4. They'll 
get a $20,000 guarantee against a 


with 


percentage arrangement that 
amounts to around 60% of the 
gross, plus transportation for all 
the acts. 

Show will play two-a-day ail 
week at a $1.50 matinee and $2? 


evening scale. Theatre, seating 
around 3,000, can gross $57,000 on 
the week, according to an advance 
estimate given to Cantor. The 
guarantee money is reported being 
posted in advance. 

The theatre is city-owned and ad- 
joins the town convention hall. 
Sponsors of the vaudeville idea are 
three local business men who se- 
cured the Auditorium from the city 
on a reported sharing basis. Wil- 
liam Morris office is handling the 
booking. 

Under an elastic policy ranging 
from concerts to meetings, the Au- 
ditorium has been dark most of the 
time. 

$27,500 for Musical 

For the following week (11) the 
same house under the same indie 
sponsorship has booked the new 
Vincent Youmans musical, ‘Smilin’ 
Through,’ through Lou Irwin, on a 
straight 27,500 guarantee. This 
show opens in Philadelphia Dec. 28 
for two weeks, with the Cleveland 
date following. 

The Cleveland group was said to 
have originally requested the cur- 
rent Palace, New York, Cantor-Jes- 
sel bill intact. Cantor has made 
overtures to the other acts, with 
result that all but the Benny Meroft 
band may play the Cleveland date. 
If that materializes another band 
will fill in to permit duplication of 
the current Palace show in ‘routine 
and material. 

Meroff’s RKO intact unit booking 
bars his inclusion. A Palace turn 
that had to ask permission to ge 
out for the week with Cantor 
and Jessel is Burns and Allen, 
also under RKO contract. RKO 
books two of its own vaudeville 
theatres in Cleveland, the Palace, 
downtown, and the neighborhood 
105th St. 

The Cantor-Jessel bill at the Pal- 
ace is costing $16,500 weekly, 





DORIS SEABURY’S OP 


For Pituatary Sist—Very Danger. 
ous~—Girl Is Recovering 





Doris Seabury, of Coughlin and 
Lyons, is at Mt. Sinai Hospital, New 
York, where she was operated on 
for a pituatary sist. Operation was 
the second of its kind on record of 
the hospital and is considered one 
of the most dangerous of operations. 

Miss Seabury is doing well and 
is expected to regain her sigtt 
within the week. 

Pituatary sist operations call for 





week only, but if clicking will hold | 


as @ permanent lobby feature. 








Cleaning Up Blackout 


After washed a little, one of the 
better sketches from Carroll's 
‘Sketch Book’ will be transported to 
vaude. It’s the 


‘All Wet’ bathroom 
bit from that show. 

Cc. B. Maddock, RKO producer 
will put it on for vaude, making the | 
necessary changes to conform with | 
circuit censorship standards 








never reached court. This must be | 





paid out of not very healthy current 


from accounts, although the matter! NVA Fund, 


cutting near the brain. Miss Sea- 
bury was attacked suddenly, losing 
her sight within several weeks, 








Best Xmas Present 


Subscription to 


LA a 
4 [Ag 


$6.00 for One Year 





ed 








ms 
seen spank rn agetetnaes 


ee ee 








a 


Spon tar tees 


a st i ee te he 


a ee 
Ete, a = 


ce 
¥ 
* r ss =} 4 


AL 





cee 


in Bieta aen ea BES 





26 


VARIETY 





VAUDEY 





IRE 


Tuesday, December 22, 1931 





Thurston Gives House 4 Shows Free 
To Prevent It Dropping Into Red 





Hartford, Dee. 21, ,had no authority to book additional 


Howard Thurston added a new|time, especially at Thurstons sal- 
trick to his repertoire when he|jary, and Thurston added he would 
played the Allyn as the feature of | play the additional day free. 


He played his full four shows, and 
the excess of the receipts were suf- 
ficiently above the take which might 
ordinarily be expected to remove the 
pink smudge from. the 
Nothing was known around town of 
Thurston’s gift shows. 

But the Allyn is off vaude. 


Not Freed’s Error 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
says it was not his 


the Publix effort to establish vaude- 
ville in that house. Instead of pull- 
ing a rabbit out of the hat, he 
pulled the theatre out of the red. 

A strong bill failed to draw 
enough. It looked pretty much as 
though the opening would be 
chalked down a loser. 

Thurston, laying over here for his 
next jump, dropped in to ask the 
manager how the record stood; he 
was greeted with the announce- 
ment the house had not made the 


records. 





Carl Freed 


grade fault he went to play a date in 
« ° ‘ - " : 
‘T’ve never left a house yet where Springfield, O., instead of Spring- 


field, Il. 


Says he 


I owed it money,’ he announced. ‘I 


do not have to leave town until day has a letter in which 








after tomorrow. Announce that I|Harry Rogers explicitly stated the 
am here for an extra day.’ date as Springfield, Ohio. 
The manager explained that he ~ ——— —_ 
Burns and Allen, who finish an 
JIMMY MYRTLE 





RKO contract on winding up at the 
Palace Jan. 1, may go into the next 
Eddie Cantor-Goldwyn picture, ‘Kid 
From Spain.’ 

Team has been with Cantor and 
Yeorge Jessel on the marathon Pal- 
ace bill in New York. 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 








——————————————— : en More Duncan Headaches 


The Duncan Sisters, Vivian and 


Rosetta, who filed a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy in Los Angeles 
“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


the other day, own a home assessed 
Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 














at $43,000 in White Plains, on which 
there is a first mortgage of $25,000, 
tax arrears of $1,460, and an unpaid 
water bill. Foreclosure proceed- 
ings have been started. 

















CONTAGIOUS RHYTHM 


As Offered You by 


NOBLE SISSLE 


AND HIS INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
in the FLORENTINE GRILL of the 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL 


55th Street and Seventh Avenue, New York 





NOBLE SISSLE and His Orchestra 
WILL PLAY NIGHTLY 


From 7:00 to 10:00 P. M., and 11:00 P. M. to 2:00 
Call WILLIAM, Circle 7-8000, for Reservations 





COME ON, LETS GET TOGETHER, 
DANCE THE BLUES AWAY 





Largest Single Rooms in New York 
$3.50 AND UP—SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES 


Radio Outlets, Electric Refrigeration, Swimming Pool, Period 
Salons, and Roof Patios for Private Functions 


NEW YEAR’S WK.’S REVUE 


Gotten Together for Majestic, Brook- 
lyn—M. S. Bentham Doing It 


A musical revue headed by Bea- 
trice Lillie, Bert Lahr, Robert Chis- 
holm, Chester Fredericks, Russ 
Brown, Chick and Andy, and a line 
of 16 girls, has been assembled py 
M. S. Bentham to open a week's en- 
gagement at the Majestic, Brookly 
Dec. 28. 


together. Chisholm will do the Whip 
scene from ‘Golden Dawn’ with the 
girls. 


HOLTZ OFF AT PALACE: 
4-NAME BILL INSTEAD 


Over a difference of $600 Lou 
Holtz is out as the headliner on a 
follow-up run bill at the Palace, 
New York. After quoting $7,500 as 
the salary he desires for a Palace 
return, Holtz last week 
$6,000 net. RKO offered $6,000, but 
not net. That figure minus com- 
mish would give Holtz $5,400. 

In Holtz’ place starting Jan. 16, 
after the Marx Bros.’ $10,000 a week 
two-week fill-in following the Can- 
tor-Jessel bill, will be Benny Rubin, 
with a $14,900 show booked around 
him. In salaries the bill will be 
better balanced than most of the 
recent Palace layouts. 

The tentative list of acts includes 
Sophie Tucker, Fifi Dorsay, Lester 
Allen and George Olsen’s band. An 
offer has been made to Jack Haley, 
who probably would replace Allen 
if accepting. 

A minstrel finale with all acts 
participating is under consideration. 
It may resemble the minstrel finish 
in LeMaire’s ‘Affairs’ of a few years 
ago. Miss Tucker and Allen were 
in that musical No Palace show 
or act has ever contained a minstrel 
scene, the present booking staff be- 
lieves. 

Holtz says that he prefers a trip 
to Havana for a few weeks to play- 
ing the Palace for $5,400. He’ll sail 
the first week in January and go to 
work on a legit musical of his own 
when returning, says Lou. 


RADIO NAME FELL DOWN 


‘Uncle Don’ Didn’t Draw Average 
Gross in Newark—Cancelled by Fox 





Because of his poor showing in 
his home town, Newark, Fox of- 
fice cancelled its booking of ‘Uncle 
Don’ (Don Carney), WOR singer, 
who was pencilled in for the Fox, 
Brooklyn, Christmas week. Carney 
was to receive $2,500, after asking 


$3,500. 
‘Uncle Don’ played the Newark, 
Newark, for Paramount week of 


- 


Dec. 5 for $1,000 and a percentage 
of over the average, $16,000. Dur- 
ing his week, the house fell $2,000 
below $16,000. A few days later, 
Fox called off its booking. 


Ruby-Kalmar’s Charity 


Herman Ruby and Bert Kalmer 
will play the Palace, New York, as 
a double act the week of Jan. 9 and 
contribute their $1,000 salary to 
charity. The songwriters’ date falls 
in the second week of the Marx 
Bros.’ two Palace weeks. 

Besides their own turn, Ruby and 
Kalmar are writing an afterpiece for 
the bill. 








Auto Wrecked, Why Pay 

Mary Foy, New Rochelle, daugh- 
ter of late Eddie Foy, sued for $665 
bal. due on auto. Three months 
after she bought car it was de- 
molished in collision and Miss Foy 
received severe hurts, including a 
broken leg. 


made it} 





| becoming a rarity, whether 
n, 


| single 


} 


Brown will m.c. through the show.| with plenty of specials carried. At 
Miss Lillie and Lahr will do skits|the present fewer new acts are be- 


| 
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New Acts Reach New Low in Vaude 
Houses All Over This Country 


Cluskey, Auburn, Me.; Petty Coots 
and Ponts, Lowell; Tucker, Smith 
and Sibley, Jefferson; Sargent ana 





Getting out a new act is rapidly 
li's a 


turn with no drops or a flash 


McGowen, Jefferson; Jerome and 
Marsh, Jefferson; Jay Brennan, 
Kenmore; Knight Troupe, Jeffer- 


ing turned out, and, in ratio to the son; Jack White Revue, Paterson; 


f z Bell, Waters and Stone, Jefferson: 
number submitted to the major} yoo Weston, Lowell; Lyons and 
circuits, fewer ziven showing dates| Snyder, Portland; Rhythm Revels, 
than at any time in the memory of Yonkers; Vera Cole, Yonkers; Kay 

Davison, Franklin; ‘Singing Sam,’ 
most vaude showmen. 


Chester; Frankie Finn, Hippodrome; 


Current week (12-19) Erner, Fisher and Byron, Franklin; 


with RKO 


theatres throughout the entire coun- | Rance and Gordon, Royal; ‘Back- 
try playing only a total of 22 new stage Revels,’ Franklin; Watson 


and Templeton, Franklin, and Dave 
Harris, Franklin. 

Some are standard vaudevillians, 
reappearing in new turns. 


turns, list is at the 
lowest ever, it is claimed. Sudden 
drop is attributed largely to general 
conditions which have made act- 
framing and staging, especially if 
any expenditure is involved, a 
particularly precarious experiment. 

Records show that majority of 


the showing 


Collins Goes Back 
Danny Collins has returned to the 
Harry Fitzgerald RKO agency after 


the acts are singles doubles or a brief period in the Charlie Mor- 
trios, most of them put together |rison office. 


without much expenditure. It was 
nothing in good years for RKO to 
have over 100 new acts on showing 
dates in a week. 








MATT BROOKS 


In a Fanchon & Marco Idea 
with 


BEN BARD 


Returns 


Throughout the past summer and 
this fall, the number of new acts 
showing for RKO have run all the 
way from 30 to 45, inclusive of 
many people, away from vaude, who 
have returned in acts they formerly 
did. That alone was a big drop. 

Most all showing of acts is now 
confined to the immediate east, in | 
or near New York. Current week | 
there is only one new act in all of 
the RKO midwest. 

The total of 21 others including | 


both halves this week are Jack Mc- 











BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 














Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 







































J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 











GEORGE PIANTADOS! 


Wishes to announce to his many friends that he is now connected with 








M. WITMARK & SONS, 1657 Broadway, New York 
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PLAYING RKO CIRCUIT 





DAVE GENARO. 


Direction: 


HEADLINING 


HARRY FITZGERALD BOOKED SOLID UNTIL FEB., 1932 

















BILLY GLASON 


HEADLINING 


and 


MASTER OF CEREMONIES 


Dec. 23, Oakland; Dec. 30, Los Angeles 


Direction: LARRY PUCK 
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Independents Trying Out Vande 


To Increased Extent; Start Soon 





During the past week a number 
of unaffiliated theatre owners have 
laid the groundwork for vaude, in 
some cases for houses where not 
used since the indie fleld began 
expiring. 

Walter Reade, who retained King- 
ston, N. Y., when making his deal 
with Publix, will place a five-act 
show on a split into his Broadway 
in that upstate town. 

Manhattan Playhouses, control- 
ing 22 houses in the Greater New 
York territory and for some time 
using vaude in only two, Mt. Morris 
and Harlem Opera House, starts ex- 
pansion. with six-act bills each half 
at the Clinton, starting Christmas 
day. A half dozen others are pos- 
sibilities. 

Two other independents, Stand- 
ard, Philadelphia, and the Royal, 
Baltimore, go into a trial with vaude 
this week. Each house will play 
a six-act layout for a full week. 

Two Circuits Upstate 


are to follow. They are not yet set 
and won't be until the Schines have 
an opportunity to rearrange picture 
bookings. 

These and the aforementioned 
Schine houses are distinct from the 
upstate so-called Fox-Schine group. 





DeBONDY INSPECTING 


Given Official Title by RKO’s Book- 
ing Dept. 

Carried along for odd jobs at the 
time RKO eliminated its inspection 
crew, which included four former 
bookers, and agents, Fred DeBondy 
is now RKO's official traveling in- 
spector. He works out of the New 
York booking office under orders of 
Charlie Freeman, ° 

In addition to catching new acts 
in various parts of the country, 
suggesting changes, cutting out un- 
savory material, etc., DeBondy is 





|}ailment while the act was playing 


Velma Connor’s Illness 
Kills Route for Twins 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 
Connor Twins, blues singers with 
the Gus Edwards ‘New Stars’ act 
at the RKO, left Wednesday (16), 


due to the illness of Velma Connor. 
Miss Connor suffered from a lung 





Cleveland. With her contract cail- 
ing for the entire RKO route, Ed 
wards was reluctant about permit- 
ting her to leave the act. While 
here the condition became aggegra- 
vated and Miss Connor notified | 
Charles Freeman in New York. 
Latter wired her to leave the bill 
and instructed Edwards to replace 
the sisters. 


Local Daily’s Follies’ 


Columbus, Dec. 21. 
Palace this week has the 
Follies,” backed by ‘The 
Dispatch,’ local daily, Heavy lineup 
of local pro talent as well as plenty | 





RKO 
‘Dispatch 





and Salvation Army getting the pay 
the act draws. 
Revue 


—_ 


WB Booking 24 Weeks of Vaude in 


East Commencing on Xmas Day 





Starting Christmas week the War- 


|ner New York office will be booking 


24 weeks of vaudeville, nearly three 
times what the oijice handled at the 
same time last year, when the War- 
ner office had 74% weeks. 


This total of 24 weeks will be 
j}reached by the two houses, which 
start eight Warner acts on a full 


week policy, beginning Christmas 
Day—Mosque, Newark, and Roger 
Sherman, New Haven. Mosque has 
been closed for the past half year. 
Roger Sherman has been pictures. 
Reopening of stages in Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh complete the group. 

Another Warner house which gets 
vaude Christmas Day is the Mont- 
clair, Montclair, N. J., It will play 
five acts on last halves only. 


The Warner time includes the 
Beacon, New York, now playing a 
band and quartet; also the band act 
time which will road show in the] 


smail Warner houses around Penn- 
sylvania. The time for these band 





representing RKO in legal and labor 
matters where cropping up for loca) 
attention. 


$1,500 for ‘Street Singer’ 
‘Street Singer’ (Arthur Tracey), 
CBS singer, has had both his vaude 
options renewed by RKO and now 
has eight more weeks of time to 
play. 
According to contract, his salary 


Meanwhile two upstate circuits, 
Schine Bros., including those houses 
which were not acquired by Fox 
from the Schines, and the Smalley 
Circuit, are ready to move into the 
vaude column, Schines have in- 
structed the Dow agency to furnish 
five acts to the following New York 
state towns: Ogdensburg (split), 
seneva (split), Lockport (split), 
Messina (last halves), Oswego (last 
halves) and Cortlandt (last halves). 





Excepting last mentioned, which |this week hops up to $1,250 from 
goes into the combo policy New the $1,000 he has been receiving. 


After the next two weeks he will 
receive $1,500 weekly until the ter- 
mination of his contract. 


Year’s day, the others incept vaude 
Dec. 24 (Xmas eve). 
Three other Schine towns in Ohio 





replaces one of regular 
four acts on the Palace bill. 
had tremendous publicity and ex- 
ploitation build-up. 





Burlesque on Gandhi 


At last an. American copy of Ma- 


hatma Gandhi is headed for New 
York vaude. Joe Fields, former 
burlesque comic, who probably 
weighs a pound or so more than 
the Mahat tried out a burlesk on 
the Gandhi last week which inter- 
ested several vaude agents. 

Fields is getting a monolog to fit 
the character, 


It has | 


acts, which go out Christmas Day, 
has been increased from the first 
layout of five to seven weeks. Stan- 
ley and Enright, Pittsburgh, two 
Warner houses not playing stage 
shows now because of union trouble, 
but which are expected to revert 
back to vaude during January, are 
not in the total. Both are full-week 
houses, 
Eight Band Acts 

Eight band acts will go out for 
Warner Dec. 25 instead of the five 
originally planned. They will be 
called ‘College Flirt,’ ‘School Daze,’ 
‘Circus Capers,’ ‘Blue Rhythm,’ 
‘Dancing Flappers,’ ‘Western Skies,’ 








‘Jazz-Mania Revue’ and ‘Puttin’-on<« 
the Dog.’ Each will carry between 
16 and 18 people, including band ang 
line girls. 

The completed list of towns which 
these band acts will play, numbering 
19 in all, are: Johnstown, New Kene 
sington, Butler, Donora, McKeesport, 
Tarentum, Altoona, Ambridge, Kene 
yon, Charleston, Parkersburg, 
Clarkesburg, Fairmont, Morgantown, 
Washington, Steubenville, Greense 
burg, Warren and Sharon. 


2-A-DAY MIXED VAUDE 


Yiddish and English Acts at Downs 
town Eastside Republic 








Another two-a-day New York 
vaudeville house will come into 
i being Xmas eve, when Jack Stern 


| puts Yiddish and English vaude into 


the big Public theatre, 2nd avenue 
at 4th street, at 40c top. 

The house was built for stock 
plays by a Yiddish company. It 
has had periods of decided pros- 
perity, but it is the feeling that 
vaudeville will appeal more strongly 
to the majority these days. 


Marxs for Palace 


Marx Bros. open at the Palace 
Jan. 2 for a stay of two weeks at 
$10,000 net. Total cost of the show 
will not be up to that of the current 





holding-over Cantor-Jessel bill, 
costing $16,500, 
RKO will not surround the 


Marxes with any names, depending 
on the Marx quartet to draw, 





Inside Stufi—Vaude 


Ben Blue is still looking for that $100, owed to him since last spring 
by RKO. On the western intact’ route, from which he just returned, 


the 37 managers, one for each house, completed 37 perfect lateral passes | 


of the buck, claims Blue. 

Blue declares*the $100 debt dates back to one of the unit’s break-in 
weeks at the 8ist Street, New York. The comedian says he was asked 
to take a $100 salary cut for that date by Sam Tishman, then booking 
the intact route. Booking office advised him, through Tishman, the dif- 
ference would be made up later in one of the following theatres. 

The first thing he did when arriving in each town, from Syracuse on, 
was to ask the manager if he had $100 for him, sez Blue. ‘No’ was the 
unanimous answer all along the line. 

Blue sags it isn’t the hundred so much, but the principle, and that 
the principle would look nicer if in Blue’s own bank at 4%%. 


Eart Mossman returned to-New York to prepare a new act for vaude. 
For nine years he had teamed with Ray Vance, whose lifeless body was 
found about six months ago in the Columbia river near Portland. While 
it was given out as suicide, there was a belief for a time that Vance 
had met with foul play. Mossman spent two months in Portland this 
year trying to help the police solve the mystery surrounding his part- 
ner’s death. 

Mossman and Vance separated about a year and a half ago, with 
Vance remaining west and Mossman coming east, playing vaude, first with 
a Miss Veronica as his partner and then later heading Mossman’s ‘Var- 
sity Co-Eds’ (femme band of 11). Then Mossman and Vance were re- 
united and were playing around Portland when Vance disappeared. 


Misunderstanding between Mills Brothers and the Roxy management 
nearly kept the colored quartet from showing at the Fox acer where 
they are booked to open Christmas Day. The team is getting $3,000 for 
their week’s stay at the Roxy. That’s their highest salary so far, It 
was in jeopardy when the boys took an extra week currently at the 
Brooklyn Paramount, prior to the Roxy. Roxy management, it seems 
had conditioned that the Mills Brothers stay out of the Brooklyn Par 
the current week so as not to bring the Roxy booking too close to that 
house, Mills Brothers figured, so it seems, the Roxy people meant the 
Paramount, Broadway. 


When the Skouras Bros. took over the operation of the Academy on 
14th street, New York, they made a change in the admission prices 
which is believed to have hurt biz more than anything else down that 
way. Former scale topped 50c on Saturdays and Sundays. Now it’s 65c. 

Full week policy under Skouras’ direction continues at the Audubon, 
uptown New York, with the fourth week off on the attendance. The last 
three weeks have about convinced the operators that the uptown nabe 
will not stand for a full week. Understood that a change in policy will 
restore the split week show. 


Three weeks on the radio has prompted Aunt Jemima (Tess Gardella) 
to change a stage name that has taken her 10 years to upbuild to pro- 
fessional prominence. 

While inside the show business Miss Gardella is known under her right 
name, besides as Big Tess and Aunt Jemima, to the public she’s been 
Aunt Jemima only. 

A fear that the radio audience might think she’s colored is said to 
have caused her to drop the Aunt Jemima billing. On the air now Tess 
is calling herself Tess Gardell, with the ‘a’ at the finish also discarded. 





The Arthur W. Jarrett, Jr., who's getting attention around the New 
York radio stations, was formerly in vaude, with his father, Arthur, Sr., 
in sketches authored by the latter. 

The senior Jarrett wrote a play two years ago which was produced 
on Broadway. He quit acting some time ago and devoting all his time 
to writing and plugging his son. 


vaude with 


Jack Younger, years ago in The Youngers, is now in 
N ‘a tgs . . 4 ic : oT ad 
‘ew York writing continuity for radio commercials. His son, Barney 
“rant is m.c. at the Village Barn. Grant is the anly rube m.c. in the 


east 

















The 26th 


nniversary N 


O 





Out Next Wee 


(December 29th) 


1 Se 


umber 


— 


























Tuesday, December 22, 1931 























ee 


epee sige ee ate tee eee 


i 


4 iets 











‘ 
i ae % SN ed _ ~ } 
neonnneent en soe la oer er el er — pl ! | - Seas rome rer =e hahaa, a tom —s 
. : ee pee eee SIS ee : ae oR <a ae ‘ = pe - A “——e . sap mci eet te sac ppt SY Di Se iat RS MER aa : wen , . a 
Seemann oo —— . a - ’ nab : snare e . ; LAP emerge aa ceerenenpae foe a a Ie elena — oe ‘ . 
Rar ree Cy csunetiieniaihanaietdaantieh <daptneel no ne “ - 7 “« - - 7 Fain i a — art oven — 
IAAL I ESO ne “ ~ ~ ‘ ioe : Pere ee -s 
COLLAR LPOG SOLE LOLOL LIED LENE, RS > nora tener nei ’ z - Yet ic ms z ; ee 
Ce ne ene RE aaa ep aN Oe OT May: bana rs ap ast . ras 
4 a at ‘ See mee 





VARIETY 


_— 
Cr) 
Nn 
-~ 
e 
ae 
- 
| 
& 
+ 
— 
~ 
=) 
i 
} 
& 


cay ene a aa aaa 





30 VARIETY 


VAUDE—BURLESQUE 


Tuesday, December 22, 1931 






































ALL BURLESQUE 
IN N. Y. GETS 
WARNING 


os 


Burlesque operators in Brooklyn, 


stock and wheel shows, appeared 
before Commissioner of Licenses 
Geraghty at his N. Y. 
10:45 


(Monday) in response to a 


James F., 


office at o'clock yesterday 


sum- 


mons served last week. 

Comm. Geraghty declared his of- 
fices had record of many com- 
plaints not only against the per- 
formances but the pamphlets sold in 
the houses. 

It was his belief that unless the 
theatre men themselves kept their 
houses and performances’ within 
propriety, drastic action would be 
inevitable and would be taken with- 
out further warning, 


The theatre men, one by one, 
promised to do what they could to 
offset the present avalanche of 
criticism. 


The Comm. told the Brooklyn men 
that the New York burlesque op- 
erators would also be called for 
similar warnings. He made them 
understand that there was no guess 
work about the literature being sold 
as he had examined samples. Also 
the shows had been under sur- 
veillance of police inspectors for 
weeks, 








MARCUS NOT IN SYRACUSE 


Musical Show Playing at. Flint, 


Mich., Indef 


Flint, Mich., Dec. 21. 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 173 
(Week Dee. 26), RKO Dayton, Ohie 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance”’ 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend cf Thousands, Annoyed by 


ean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 
Marty May 
Jean Carroll! and a supporting cast, 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 
(Direction of Chas, Morrison) 














The Marcus musical show is at 
the local Butterfield, playing indef. 
Marcus denies the report in last 
week’s ‘Variety’ he is to open at 
the Dewitt, Syracuse, Dec. 27. A 
fon of the Syracuse theatre saw the 
Marcus here and inquired 
|}about its bookings, but no arrange- 
ment was reached, Marcus says 


CUTTING STAGE SHOW 
WITH DRAW TALKER 


RKO’s New York vaudeville the- 
atres will cut their stage budgets 
25% when . playing Universal's 
‘Frankenstein’ next month. The 
talker opens simultaneously at the 
vaudfilm Hippodrome and straight 
film Cameo next week (26), follow- 
ing into the neighborhood houses 
Jan, 1. 

In the regular split week theatres 
the talker will play a full week, 
with the reduced vaude also holding 
over. In some instances the five- 
act houses will cut to four acts. 
Other reductions will involve stage 
salaries for the week. 


Palace, Balto, Reopens 
With 3-a-Day All Vaude 


show 











Strippers Cheap 





New York casters are not 
getting calls for the higher- 
priced strip women right now. 

Strippers are cheaper now 
than they have ever been. 











CO-OP DAYTON STOCK 


Stage Union People Form Corp. 
To Operate Stock Burlesque 
Dayton, Dec. 21. 
Lyric is opening with stock bur- 
lesque on the co-op plan Dec. 27. 
Musicians and stage hands, 
banded as the Serclub Amusements, 
Inc., have leased the theatre, Fred 
Hurley will put on a stock troupe. 
G. Claude Miller, oldest local the- 
atrical manager in point of service, 
will be manager. 
The leasing company comprises 
members of Relief Club Local No. 
66, Theatrical Stage Employes. 
Hurley played a stock troupe here 
for 14 weeks last spring on co-op 
basis. silly ‘Schultz’ Baud anda 
‘Tramp’ Ferguson will be comics 
and Helen Clayton will head the 
women, 


Two Wheel Stands Out 


Two Columbia houses drop wheel 
shows within two weeks and imme- 
diately go into stock. 

The Empress, Cincinnati, plays 
its last circuit show this week. The 








Baltimore, Dec. 21. 
Palace reopens with straight 
vaudeville on a full week Christmas 
Day. House will be indie-booked by 
Sam Kessler, playing eight acts 
three-a-day. 
Headlining the opening bill will 
be Richy Craig, Jr. 
Palace has been dark for a long 
while. Col. Rife and Lee Hecht, 
who built and own the theatre, are 
reopening it. 
Howard Beckhardt will be man- 
ager. 








F&M in Mobile 


Mobile, Ala., Dec. 21. 

For the first time in several years 
Mobile is to have a combination 
stage and screen show. 

Manager Ricardo Montiel of the 
Saenger, (Publix) says that’ start- 
ing Dec. 27, the Saenger will play 
Fanchon & Marco Ideas, along 
with talkers. 





Holiday Openings 


Current Publix units in New York 





and Brooklyn will go out Thurs- 








day after playing two shows in- 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week Dec. 26) RKO Columbus, Ohio 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 


THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 

















stead of Friday, as usual. This 
will enable the two houses to start 
off Christmas Eve (24) with a fresh 
show in each house. 

The same may 
Year’s, 


be done New 





Back in B’klyn 

Eddie Kaplan, long at Werba’s 
Brooklyn as principal comic, is back 
in Brooklyn but this time with the 
Oxford stock. 

While at Werba’s the comic was 
sued by Izzy Hurst of Philadelphia 
for alleged contract jumping. Kap- 
lan lost the case. 


Columbia Wheel 


— ——_« 


Weeks Dec. 21 and 28 
Bare Facts—Gayety, Brooklyn; 28, Troca- 
dero, Philadelphia. 
Big Fun Show—Garrick, St. Louis; 28, 
Star and Garter, Chicago. 
Big Rev—Central, New York; 28, Star, 
Brooklyn. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 175 
(Week Dee, 26), 105th St., Cleveland 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 
with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD --FINE--HOWARD 

2 “THE THREE LOST SOLES” 
itk 

l JACK WALSH 


__(Direction of Blondell & Mack) _ 
TILE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander”’ 


(Direction of Chas. H. Allen) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 

















Bohemians—Plaza, Worcester; 28, Howard, 
Boston, 

Facts and Figures—Apollo, New York; 28, 
Central, New York. 

Flapper Follies—Hudson, Union City; 28, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Footlight Flashes-L. 0.; 28, Hudson, 
Union City. 

Frivolities of 1932 — Gayety, Buffalo; 28, 
Plaza, Worcester. 

Giggles—Lyric, 28, Apollo, 
New York. 

Girls from the Follies—Empire, Newark: 
28, Orpheum, Paterson, 

Girls in Blue—Trocadero, Philadelphia; 28, 
Gayety, Baltimore. 
’ a Ho Everybody—L. O.; 28, Garrick, St. 
souls, 

Hollywood Honeys—Irving Place, 
Yor; 28, Route No. 1. 

London Gayety Girls—Route No. 1; 28, 
Empire, Newark. 

Kuddling Kuties—Gayety, Baltimore; 28, 
Gayety, Washington. 

Nite Life in Paris—Star, Brooklyn; 28, 
Irving Place, New York. 

Novelties of 1932—Academy, Pittsburgh; 
28. Cameo, Cleveland. 
omens Around—Empress, Cincitinat!; 28, 


Bridgeport; 


New 


Pleasure Seekers—Star and Garter, Ch! 
cago; 28, Gayety, Detroit. 

Rumba Giris—Howard, Boston; 28, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 

Silk Stocking Rev—Gayety, Washington; 
28, Acadumy. Pittsburgh. 


“ Lively Girls—Gayety, Detroit; 28, 











Sugar Babies—Cameo, Cleveland: 28. Gay- 
ety, Buffalo, 


new stock thére will be managed by 
Meyer Black. 

The Garrick, St. Louis, has its 
last wheel show week Jan. 4. Wil- 
liam Pickens will install his stock 
the following week. 

The circuit show which was to 
have been put together by Julius 
J. Leventhal has been called off 
with the new wheel eliminations. 





Minskys’ Union Turndown 


The Minskys have done every- 
thing possible to have the New York 
musicians’ local (802) concede a 
musical reduction for their New 
York burlesque houses. 

They sent Joe Weinstock up to 
the local heads in an effort to have 
the salary scale slashed. Weinstock 
was turned down. 





Dayton’s Co-op Stock 


Dayton, Dec. 21. 

Burlesque is going to try to stage 
a comeback here Dec. 27 when Fred 
Hurley brings the stock company 
he has been operating in Columbus, 
owning the Lyric, now dark. 

Will be on a co-op basis with 
sage hands and musicians, 





Burlesque Engagements 
June Kennedy opened Monday 


Billy Arlington and wife engaged 
through the New York Columbia 
office to play five weeks as added 
attractions with wheel § shows. 
Opened Sunday (20) at the Gayety, 
Buffalo. They go to Toronto Dec. 
28, and then to Cleveland, Wash- 
ington and Union City. 





Burlesque Changes 


Shorty McAllister and Johnny 
Weber passed up a western trip 
when they were engaged by the EIl- 
tinge for the holidays. 

The pair were at the Irving Place 
for some time, 





TALBOT’S UPSTATE STOCK 


Lew Talbot, former wheel pro- 
ducer, is putting stock into Sche- 
nectady starting Jan. 4. 

Among his principals will be Vic 
Plant and Viola Spaeth and Jimmy 
Walters, now with the Empire stock, 
Brooklyn. * 





Geo. Broadhurst at Woods 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Watson and Cohan left the Woods 
stock burlesque company here last 
Friday (18), handing in their notice 
early last week following a dispute 
over material, 

xeorge Broadhurst replaced as 
leading comiker. 





Cincy’s New Policy 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Empress, Cincinnati, slated to go 
stock burlesque on Dec. 27, 
Has been playing vaudfilm. House 
continues under the same manage- 
ment, 





(21) with Bijou stock, Philadelphia. 





TRYING VAUDE ONLY 


8 Acts on Split week at Colonial, 
Allentown, Pa. 





Easton, Pa., Dec. 21. 
Return of vaudeville to Wilmer & 


Vincent’s Colonial, Allentown, starts 


Dec. 24. Eight acts on a split week, 


with Walter J. Hurley continuing as 


mer, 

An orchestra is being recruited 
with the co-operation of the local 
musicians’ union. About 50 people, 
including musicians, stage hands, 
and ushers, will be given employ- 
ment. 





UNIONS KEEP SHOWS 


OUT OF SAN ANTONE 


Dallas, Dec. 21. 

Failure to agree with unions at 
San Antonio is confining Publix 
stage shows in Texas to Dallas and 
Fort Worth. Fanchon & Marco 
{deas will be routed from New Or- 
leans by way of Shreeveport to Fort 
Worth and Dallas, prior to a prob- 
able jump back to the coast. 

New arrangement gives RKO and 
Paramount-Publix two vaude spots 
each in Texas, with three towns 
benefiting and only one, Dallas, with 
competition. 


Mil’s 4-Cornered Stage 
Show Battle on Xmas 


Milwaukee, Dec. 21. 

Milwaukee’s battle of stage shows 
will start Christmas Day when the 
Warner and Majestic go into ac- 
tion with their new policies. 

The Warner will have presenta- 
tions with Heinz Roemheld leading 
an orchestra of 18 pieces. At the 
Majestic, Louis Kane announces 
vaudeville as an added lure. 

With the Wisconsin continuing its 
Fanchon-Marco units and the 
Riverside holding RKO vaudeville, 
for good measure the Davidson has 
Carroll’s road ‘Vanities’ the same 
week and ‘Chauve-Souris’ to fol- 
low. Pabst offers the Irish Players 
Dec. 28, and the Gayety has its 
stock burlesque. 

This leaves the Alhambra, Palace 
and Garden, of the loop’s first-run 
houses, on straight film programs. 


VAUDE BACK IN DETROIT 


In RKO Downtown—Chain Obliged 
to Close Temple 











Detroit, Dec. 21. 

After months of negotiations with 
the local stage hands union, RKO 
Downtown finally got together for 
vaude in that house. Opening is 
Xmas Day. Olsen and Johnson will 
head the bill. 

The union demands of two shifts 
for four shows daily were finally 
agreed to by Mort Singer who con- 
ducted the negotiations for RKO. 
Singer wanted one shift as the set- 
up. It is understood concession in 
scale was substituted by the union. 
The operators continue the same as 
with straight pictures with one shift 
a day. 

Return of vaude is after four 
years in downtown Detroit when 
Keith’s Temple theatre went into 
straight pictures. Temple closed 
last week indef. While this house 
might have made money in the lo- 
cation it has in the lease made a 
number of years ago when this 
house was in the center of Detroit 
activities, a clause forbidding any- 
thing but a Keith policy being used. 
An all-night grind is prohibited un- 
der the clause. 

The rental on the house is under- 
stood to be a large figure, with the 
lease having years to run, 





F-M’s Northwest Route 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 

Fox Northwest Presentation Units 
is the name of the new circuit 
launched here by Fanchon & Marco, 
Keighley & Roscoe, mgrs. Unit No. 
2 is now enroute. 

Towns in the circuft at this time 
are Wenatchee, Olympia, Belling- 
ham and Bremerton. 





MOSQUE’S 8 ACTS 


. Newark, Dec. 21. 

Opening of the Mosque has been 
pushed ‘ahead to Xmas Day wher 
Warner's big house will show ‘Un- 
der Eighteen’ (WB) and eight acts 
of vaudeyille. Prices will be 30-50. 
as at Loew's. New manager is Da- 
vid A. Béehler. 

No othér house here now shows 
more than five acts. 


PUBLIX STAGE DEPT. 
ORDERED DISBANDED 


The Publix stage production de. 
partment, with around 20 people af. 
fected, will be disbanded on a four. 
week notice tendered Saturday (19), 
All who do not hold contracts re. 


ceived the notice. 


Out are Harry Hollander, head of 





tthe Artists’ Booking Office: Joe 
Ziminich, in charge of the Music 
Novelties Department; Sam Shayne, 
assistant to Boros Morros: Dave 
Bines, ballet master; Charleg 


Schmertz, assistant to Jack Part. 
ington; Jack Morganstern assistant 
to Boris Petroff, stager and various 
supernumeraries. 

Some of the let-outs may be 
swung over to Fanchon and Marco, 
with Partington and Petroff, unit 
producers, already set for that 
transfer. Both hold contracts, 
Frank Cambria, another unit stager, 
may go back to Chicago to stage 
locally for Publix-B. & K., it is said. 

Boros Morros, who has 
Publix production and music, will 
remain with Publix in that capacits 


headed 





Opposish in New Haven 





At New Haven Xmas Day five 
acts will be restored at the Palace 
by Fanchon & Marco, The Warner 
house, Roger Williams, opens the 
same day with eight acts. 

The Palace has been playing the 
presentation shows from the Roxy, 
New York, with Tommy. Dowd in 
local charge. With the vaude 
change, Dowd returns to New York. 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 176 
(Week Dec. 26), RKO Rochester, New York 


VERNON RATHBURN 
“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE 

(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE DANCING ADAMS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 











DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE CIGAR ASHES 
SINCE 1889 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 177 
(Week Dec. 26}, RKO Syracuse, New York 


THE ORANTOS 
“Heads Up” 
World’s-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON 


The Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos, J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 78 
(Wk. Dec. 26), Madison & Chester, New York 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGLES—ROBLES 


in 
“After the Bank—Wet” 
(Direction of O. L, Oz—Morris & Oz) 


RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
and Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


The Colonel of American N 
(Tersonal Mgr., Jesse H. Martin) 
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ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


(GIRL CRAZY’) 
Chicago, Dec. 18. 


‘Girl Crazy,’ intact in personnel, 
put badly cut up in book and mu- 
gic, moved into the Oriental Friday 
bag and baggage, after almost 10 
weeks of a hectic cut rate run at 
the legit Garrick, that saw the orig- 
inal cast gradually replaced 90%. 
Never a hit show from the start, 


the revamped score in the hands 
of secondary talent, went for the 
count in the shadows of a screen, 


Trying to avoid any reference or 
connection to and with a tab, or 
even the term condensed version. 
the production went ga-ga, tuned 
into a hodge-podge that left no 
semblance of continuity. Primary 
intention of allowing the show to 
run complete and cutting time by 
eliminating intermission and stage 
wai's apparently was discarded 
with the afterthought that the in- 
termission should be utilized by 
way of turning it into an audience 
songfest and a plug for the Gersh- 
win numbers at the same time. A 
brave and benevolent gesture, but 
a mockery. The way it turned out 
the audience gave a better rendi- 
tion of the songs than the perform- 
ers, which should tickle George 
Gershwin. 

With the rest of the show busi- 
ness eyeing the Oriental experiment 
this week, Publix-B&K must be 
credited with the courage of at- 
tempting this test case. Before 
closing with the Gershwin musical 
B&K dickered for ‘Crazy Quilt’ on 
the same basis, but discovered the 
financial end prohibitive. Therein 
is the key to the problem. Billy 
Rose’s show, with at least plenty 
entertainment to offer in its three 
stars alone, Brice-Baker-Healy, set 
a $15,000 guarantee figure against 
percentage. How many picture 
houses in the country can go up 
against such a figure? ‘Girl Crazy’ 
was bought at exactly half that 
price. 

And where’s the percentage for 
the Oriental, outside of the dubious 
prestige of inaugurating the idea? 
Another moot question is how many 
musical shows will lend themselves 
to such adaptation, setting aside 
the matter of money? All things be- 
ing equal, willesa typical Earl Car- 
roll or Shubert orgy be acceptable 
to women and youngsters who com- 
prise a picture house majority? 

Even in this show, by compari- 
son a Sunday school, there were 
hells and damns floating around 
aplenty. Evidently the revamping 
process proved too much of a task 
Understood that Billy Rose lent a 
friendly hand in the job, but from 
results it would have been better to 
have left the whole thing alone. Es- 
sentially, time. saving was upper- 
most in the ininds of the execs, but 
where was the gain with the sec- 
ond performance clocking 90 min- 
utes? 

With the initial show tucked 
away, the rough edges should have 
been smoothed out thereafter, but 
such wasn’t the case. After the sec- 
ond show it still seemed a tossup 
what should stay in and what out. 
Freely chopped and _ sliced, the 
marks left on the production were 
obvious. From a point of perform- 
ance the principals appeared in a 
daze. Exits and entrances just hap- 
pened, from the way it looked out 
front. 

No question that the loss of Ben- 
ny Rubin, Blossom Seeley, Benny 
Fields and others of the original 
cast was keenly felt. Gregory Rat- 
off, promoter-producer-actor of the 
show, fits into the Rubin part like 
a glove on an antelope. Endowed 
neither by temperament, inclination, 
talent nor any other way to be a 
comedian of this type, Ratoff’s pres- 
ence in the lineup can only be ac- 
counted for by his executive inter- 
est in the show. Being in, the Rus- 
sian impresario was smart enough 
to stay out of more trouble than he 
naturally expected. For one thing, 
whether by his own or others’ de- 
cision, Ratoff refrained from insert- 
ing the totally alien Russian ditty, 
a la Emil Boreo, that was in the 
show at the Garrick and is a trade- 
mark with him. 

A gross negligence in the show 
was the hole left by Blossom Seeley 
that her successor, Vivian Janis, 
was unable to fill. Miss Janis was 
recently at the Oriental, strutting 
her stuff in front of a band, where 
she belongs. She neither has the 
Pipes nor the delivery for the See- 
ley part, while her blonde pertness 
belies the character. Miss Janis 
Supplied her own answer with a 
number like ‘Rhythm.’ She stood 
Still after the first chorus with 
Floria West picking up the second 
in her dance specialty and the quar- 
‘tet supporting the third and final 
chorus. When a number like 
Rhythm’ can’t stand up there's 
something to worry about. 

Rest of the rehashed cast simply 
walked thru lines. What few 
laughs there were came from actor- 
Proof material that couldn’t miss 
with a wooden Indian. Lew Parker, 
ee penny Fields’ job, at least 
ry iat but there the comparison 
gg vm Thompson, who early in 
era a fegit run replaced Allan 

Yarns in the love interest, was 
no match for Frances Upton, whose 
pong experience and stage presence 
ia oe the other. Through 

Screpancies in the cast, Miss 





Upton stood out much better than 
she did in the original lineup. New 
foursome stacks up short of the 
original quartet, not so much 
through harmony as appearance, 
makeup and muggery. 

Billing and newspaper ads bore 
out the minus value of the princi- 
pals, with the title copping the 
lion’s share of space and George 
Gershwin’s name topping every- 
thing. Business started with a 
flurry opening day, with the bar- 
gain hunters taking advantage of 
the 35c. tap until 1 p.m. and 50c. 
till 6 p.m. At no time during the 
day was attendance staggering. 
Considering the nightly at the 
Oriental, where’s the edge for cus- 
tomers when the price of the legit 
show on the cut rate plan amount- 
ed to nearly as little and with re- 
served seats? Unless there are suck- 
ers enough to go for the publicity 
blurb of a ‘$4.40 musical comedy,’ 
which it never was here. 

Screen portion this week natur- 
ally takes second money, with the 
feature flicker ‘West of Broadway’ 
(M-G) and a couple of newsreel 
clips that included a local plug for 
B.&K.’s new Southtown (opening 
Xmas) from Mayor Cermak. At 
the rate of four shows daily Man- 
ager Leo Salkin will have _ to 
sharpen plenty of pencils to keep 
the schedule in shape. Span. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Dec. 19. 


Another specialty show with a 
liberal supply of names, meaning 
the Paramount is again strong on 
the stage end. Presentation current 
is flattering support for the talker, 
"Heaven on Earth’ (U), a picture 
that calls for support everywhere. 

Bing Crosby, in his seventh week, 
must share the billing this time, 
for he has Lillian Roth, Lina Bas- 
quette and the Three Sailors for 
company. They’re all on for their 
specialties once only, except Miss 
Basquette, who opens the show and 
returns later to lead the David 
Bines 14-girl line in the finale. Oth- 
erwise it runs much in regulation 
vaudeville fashion, though the cold 
entrance of the vaudeville routine 
is eliminated by presence of spe- 
cial introductory scenery and some 
posing giris. 

Each of the specialty acts emerges 
from behind a spangled hanging 
flatpiece upon which his or her 
name is inscribed. Four girls are 
posed around this setting. Then 
the turn goes out on its own in ‘one. 
Though from that point on the tal- 
ent itself is the only thing of im- 
portance, making each specialty al- 
most entirely dependent on its 
merit, there is much in the scenic 
start that helps. 

Miss Basquette’s first. is a toe 
and twirl effort which follows her 
own entrance on a live white steed 
and an advance ballet by the Bines 
girls. She’s dressed in the conven- 
tional red and white riding cos- 
tume, plus toe boots. The unusual] 
absence of an s. a. attempt by a 
picture girl forces the dancing it- 
self to stand or fall on its own, 
That it lands purely as dancing at- 
tests to its merit. Miss Basquette 
is not so proficient in her non-toe 
aesthetic finale contribution, al- 
though a repeat of her whirling 
toward the finish finally gained the 
wanted results. 

Lillian Roth does four songs and 
a dance in what technically may 
be called the No. 2 spot. Her hair 
no longer has that titian shade, but 
there is no gainsaying that other- 
wise in her long skirted gown Miss 
Roth looked like a million. She got 
kinda naughty in the dance section, 
tossing in a couple of bumps and 
some more polite shaking for a 
chorts or so. Changed costume 
for a one-song returfi, using the 
dramatic number she’s carried as 
the act’s foundation for the last 
two years or so. Liked it all the 
way. 

Three Sailors did their full act 
before the drapes here. It’s a turn 
the boys should know by now, hav- 
ing refrained for years from chang- 
ing anything but their agent. That 
water spitting in several spots re- 
mains, Once upon a time the Sail- 
ors’ pantomime boosted them out 
of the dancing act class. Their 
dancing finish now seems tending 
more and more to save the panto- 
mime from muffing. Even though 
they don’t sock ’em as they used to, 
the Sailors are still pleasing their 
audience enough to ease by. 

Crosby this week plays a first 
part on the moving platform witn 
two piano accompanists’ before 
moving down to the apron. Two 
more tunes down there slide the 
show into its Gancing and _ scenic 
flash finale. The Bines girls here 
do some line work in ballet skiris 
that rustle for nice effect. At this 
point the only non-billed specialty 


suc, 


person, Janet Eltinge, inserts a 
beautifully executed control dance. 
This girl and her name will be 


heard from again with a better spot 
deserved next time. 

Jesse Crawford, without the mis- 
sus, plays a new Donaldson tun 
at the organ and the pit orchestra 
with a lot of ‘“gh’ by Conductor 
Rubinoff wvlasts through a medley 
called ‘Comic Cpera Gems.” Both 
for three-point landings. 

The traditional pre-Christmas biz 
was apparent lLere Saturday eve- 


ning. Bige. 


ROXY 


New York, Dec. 18. 

Two specialty names this week 
to back up a hit-or-miss stage lay- 
out and ‘Maker of Men’ (Col), an 
outside release slipped in for the 
dull pre-holiday week. Names are 
Ruth Etting and Borrah Minevitch 
and his harmonica mob. RKest of 
the proceedings are agreeably 
taken up with Roxyettes and, not so 
agreeably, by another of those fur 
fashion shows. 


If it does nothing else the last- 
named item brought in the New 
York retail fur trade in toto over 


the weekend, but it made pretty flat 
stage entertainment, being badly 
managed, with Fifth avenue man- 
nequins scared to death at the ex- 
panses of the Roxy stage, who did 
everything but trip over their own 
and each other’s feet. 

Miss Etting started the show, 
coming on in the rather cold spot 
right after the overture, a neat ar- 
rangement of Strauss waltzes and 
other items of Viennese music 
grouped under the title, ‘Vienna, 
1931.’ No parade or preparation laid 
a carpet to Miss Etting’s feet, and 
she entered on a darkened stage, 
but, the cold plunge over, she made 
her way handily, singing in order 
‘Harvest Moon,’ ‘I’m Sorry’ and ‘Ten 


Cents a Dance.’ Then for an en- 
core ‘I Can’t Live Without That 
Ma-ha-han.’ An engaging interlude 
with the single error that ‘Ten 
Cents a Dance’ should be the en- 


core. As arranged the last number 
was anti-climax. 

A better build-up for Minevitch, 
a dock scene and the Roxyettes 
dressed as futuristic urchins in 
rainbow hues of rags and patches in 
a precision routine as introduction 
to the harmonica band. Acid test 
of Minevitch’s comic pantomime is 
doing it on the huge Roxy stage, 
and here to top returns. Act re- 
mains well paced. Minevitch’s own 
mute clowning is delicately bal- 
anced, while the surrounding knock- 
about of his troupe, notably the 
midget, is just exactly rough 
enough and never labored or forced. 

Quick switch from the full stage 
to a nondescript arrangement for 
the male chorus, who appear in a 
jail-like setting dressed in overalis 
and wielding mops as incidental to 
a chant. It isn’t until you get out 
into the lighted foyer that you learn 
it was a scene in the Grand Central 
station and the mop wielders are 
porters. It’s entitled ‘Moperetta’ 
and otherwise it doesn’t mean a 
thing. 

Fur display got the best introduc- 
tory of all. Starts with a Roxyette 
number, the girls in impressionistic 
fop costume of feminized tuxedos, 
close-fitting hats and trouserlike 
nether garments of transparent 
black crepe. Suggestion perhaps is 
that they are Park avenue boule- 
varders, for the back drop is a fore- 
shortened picture of the new Wal- 
dorf-Astoria building. With the 
girls off, a line of limousines is 
drawn up at the far curb, and the 
fur models enter as though emerg- 
ing from these equippages, attended 
by gorgeously uniformed lackeys. 

Mannequin display itself is cold, 
though backed up with excellent 
staging. Scene switches to salon 
interior, with the dance ensemble in 
floating garments of pale blue doing 
toe routines, leading to Patricia 
Bowman’s solo number, also on her 
toes, and the whole climaxing with 
a second parade of fur evening 
wraps, this time in ermine, and an 
impressive spectacle of luxurious 
things, of great interest to bache- 
lors, women and the fur trade. 

At this point the stager seems to 
have felt that something was 
needed to break up the monotony of 
the furs, for besides a coloratura 
soprano and the DeMarcos they in- 
troduced a novelty semi-adagio trio, 
the De Roses, in a combination of 
contortion and those dance acro- 
batics that go into the aerial step- 
ping technique. 

Moral of the stage offering for 
the week seems to point to the in- 
creasing importance of straight 
specialty material for such shows, 
which suggests many problems for 
this particular house will find its 
field of availables rather narrow for 
a variety of reasons. Rush. 


WARFIELD 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 

Since 1925 Frisco has talked Paul 
Ash and more Paul Ash, mentioning 
him as probable m.c, whenever a 
new house opened or a _ policy 
changed. So the man with the red 
hair came back to the city where 
he got his start 11 years ago as 
originator of master-of-ceremonying. 
And while Ash is daddy of the m.c. 
business, he is also a living ex- 
ponent of what has happened to 
that biz, working here as he does 
at $1,000 a week, as compared to 
two years ago in Chicago, where 
various branches of the field grossed 
him $5,000 weekly. He’s in here for 
six weeks, with options. 

The m.c. didn’t get much support 
at the box office from film feature 
‘Expensive Women’ (WB), but 
opening matinee was capacity and 





| considerable over average intake 

| Talent budget included four spe- 
| cialties, Joseph Pope Jones, the 
|Three Cheers, Fred Zimbalist and 
| Florence Hedges. No dancing, 
| something new for this house whose 





||| NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


President Hoover’s worst per- 
formance for the newsreel is being 
projected on the Embassy 
Seemingly the president was caught 
unprepared when the 
National Republican Committee as- 
sured him he the 





screen. 


members of 


would remain in 


White House as their choice. The 
manuscript was missing. For ob- 


vious seconds in the film running 


time the president stared until his 
wife literally urged him in the direc- 
tion of the camera. He started a sen- 
tence, hesitated, and started again. 
Several in the Saturday afternoon 
audience were amused. 


Just before the Hoover incident 
was another dealing with his pres- 
entation of a cup to the comman- 
der of Floyd Bennett field. A few 
formal lines were read by the 
president and then he had to be 
| coached to make the presentation 
|of the cup. 

Senator Reed, who opposed the 
debt cancellation program, had a 
better camera presence. A _ spon- 
taneous and general round of ap- 
plause closed this subject. Senator 
Dill followed Reed and also was 
applauded for his anti-cancellation 
view, 

Rumanian royalty has enough 
footage in this program to turn out 
a short subject. Most of it is too 
light to be entertainment. Queen 
Marie’s daughter starts in by kiss- 
ing Munich deer. Then she works 
on a stutue of her mother. Son- 
in-law looks in, thereafter. The 
act closes with Queen Marie wish- 





ing the world a Happy New Year 
and advocating Coueism. 
Mayor Walker’s reception upon 


returning is an exclusive at the 
Embassy. The chairman’s voice 
records over - sentimentally and 


when she reaches that part dealing 
with ‘the anguished cry of mother- 
hood,’ Walker as well as the Em- 
bassy audience had difficulty keep- 
ing a straight face. 

Both houses have the Red parade 
in Moscow. The Embassy is using 
it to lead the program. Point that 
it is stressing is Russia’s armed 
preparedness, 

Gandhi, Winston Churchill, a 
Chinese executive, who has been 
seen in programs before, are others 
who say a few words of no especial 
pertinence. 

Santa Claus and church subjects 
are numerous, the Magic Carpet 
episode concentrating on different 
forms of worship. 

A bull fight in Japan is a laugh- 
getting novelty. The bulls, after 
getting a shot of hooch, are al- 
lowed to fight it out among them- 
selves. Western colleges similarly 
burlesque football with a contact 
man directed game in the snow. 

Two choruses sing. The N. Y. U. 
glee boys are better, even though 
the cameraman hints a hunt for 
laughs among expressions on the 
working faces. The Latvian ren- 
dition is montonous and could have 
been cut to a single phase. 

K. Mountain Landis and the 
baseball moguls talking about next 
year; amateur fighters; the Ran- 
gers-Americans’ hocky game; Aus- 
tralian race; Colorado _ skiiing; 
Olympic skaters practicing in Bos- 
ton—are featured in the sports end. 

Waly. 


TRANSLUX 


Luxer steps ahead of the Embas- 
sy this week on news showmanship. 
While there is nothing spectacular 
in the way events are covered, this 
program, nevertheless, is able to 
term the Diamond death ‘good rid- 
dance,’ exhibit scenes of the Leav- 
enworth prison outbreak, and touch 
in a vivid way on the speeding up of 
silver refining during the world gold 
crisis. 

The Diamond clip is a flash, the 
purpose being to get in the editorial 
comment. Universal does the same 
with a Mukden subject, McNamee 
conversationally bringing matters 
up to date. Paramount, however, 
clearly identifies itself with a spe- 
cial job and not library stuff on 
Leavenworth since it includes some 
interviews with a teacher and pu- 
pils as well as a bird’s-eye view of 
the penitentiary and a close-up of 
the house in which the convicts 
fought it out. 

In the news line Pathe also hunts 
out the four-year-old child who was 
abandoned in the subway by his 


dad. Child exhibits remarkable 
precocity and provides the clip with 
human interest. 


One of the funniest subjects on 
aviation which gets a laugh, long 
and loud, is the exhibition of a ‘new’ 
type of plane which flaps its wings 
like a bird. Even if it was framed 
by the Rooster the idea gets over 
high. The plane just goes through 
the motions without getting off the 
ground. 

A news scoop also is chalked up 
for Paramount in first views ex- 
hibited in either newsreel houses of 
what the cyclone did to Camden, 
Ark, Countryish talking reporter, 
however, would tinge tragedy with 
comedy by his bromidic remarks. 

First scenes shown in the news- 
reel houses, as far as can be re- 


ing baseball in Tokio may be cred- 
ited to Paramount. All-Japanese 
fans record just as loudly as the 
regular customers at the Polo 
grounds. 

Par. likewise cops an unusual sub- 
ject in a demonstration of the haz- 
ards of coal dust in the mines, 
showing it to be as inflammable and 
explosive as gasoline, 

Luxer and Embassy both use the 
clip of Ogden Mills which attempts 
to explain the government’s position 
financially. This leaves average fan 
just as hazy as before, 

Instead gf Dill and Reed, the 
Luxer shows Hebert favoring the 
Hoover stand and Rankin not only 
opposing it but laying it to a ‘bank- 
er plot.’ 

Paramount scoops on the Nau- 
tilus commander reciting a vale- 
dictory while the ill fated subma- 
rine is scuttled in the North Sea. 

Other subjects include: Grant- 
land Rice introducing the _ All- 
American grid team of 1931; Flor- 
ida life guards using a blimp to lo- 
cate winded swimmers’; Osage dam; 
another episode in Captain Bart- 
lett’s trip; Christmas subjects; Babe 
Ruth on duck hunting; shark fish- 
ing; the new game of codeball; 
Kentucky tobacco growers. 

Both houses have the twin contest 
staged in San Diego. Luxer edits 
out Hoover’s faltering in cup pres- 
entation and does not have the 
other clip dealing with National 
Republican Committee proclama- 
tion. Waly. 





customers can do ‘Off to Buffalo’ in 
their sleep. 

Show, running 50 minutes, in- 
cluding Ash's opening ‘lump in my 
throat’ speech and another ‘thanks’ 
at the finish, had three band num- 
bers, all medleys of older pop tunes, 
smartly arranged and played. Fi- 
nale this opening show got a bit 
tangled up with Jones chanting and 
not sure where to hit the notes. 

Next to Ash individual high spot 
of the presentation was Jones, 
young negro, who displayed a prom- 
ising voice in ‘Mandalay,’ ‘Chlo-e,’ 
and ‘That’s Why Darkies Were 
3orn,’ the latter with novel slants. 
Jones holds over. 

Three Cheers, Los Angeles radio 
trio, scored with several novelty 
numbers. Fred Zimbalist, harmoni- 
caist, did coupla tunes, clicking 
neatly. Florence Hedges started out 
like a comedienne and wound up 
sopranoing ‘Indian Love Call’ in 
nice voice but affected style. All 
talent had the ‘Paul Ash protege’ 
stamp placed on it by Ash. 

Supporting the stage show and 
‘Expensive Women’ were two Co- 
lumbia shorts, Krazy Kat cartoon 
and an Eddie Buzzell comedy. Me- 
trotone news. Bock. 


New York, Dec. 18. 


Mostly a matter of girls this 
week, with 36 decorating the stage 
for a spider web-adagio finale. 


Choristers are being used to intro- 
duce and build up Miles and Kover. 
adagioists, and Flo Mayo, who work 

on a traveling trapeze. Production- 
ally it makes a nice looking 





cos- | 


tume flash and is well lighted. Cur- 
rent week’s picture is ‘Private Lives’ 
(M-G), which will remain until 
Dec. 31, when the new Garbo- 
Novarro film arrives. 


The 41-minute unit is featured by 
Mandel brothers, who had no easy 
time of it here Friday afternoon and 
had their finish ruined by a late 
curtain. Boys may do better before 
a night throng, but were decidedly 
weak for laughs in front of a sparse 
matinee gathering who indicated 
they were quite familiar with Wil- 
liam and Joe. 

Miss Mayo works spectacularly 
enough and has the added novelty 
of the cross-bar moving back and 
forth across stage, but she really 
shouldn't talk. It’s a lull when she 
does and only serves to slow every- 
thing. Lucky Seven Trio are out in 
‘one’ for a rhythm demonstration, 
the colored boys later going to 2% 
challenge routine. The dancers 
have given the stair bit a good twist 
by cutting it down to individual 
dice cubes upon which they prance. 
Marshall and Lonsdale were mixed 
up in the ballet, but dominated with 
excellent toe work. 

Friday’s opening show was some- 
what ragged, starting with the 
newsreel for which the screen bor- 
ders refused to work on the finish- 
ing clip. Booth operators made the 
changeover to the wide-angle lens, 
and Russia was spread all over the 


| stage. The machine lad tried to 
|mask in as best he could, but it 
wasn't enough. 


(‘irls were outstanding during the 
interlude for Miss Mayo, during 
which 12 of them worked in unison 
on a giant trapeze. Novel, effective, 
(Continued on page 33) 
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JACKIE MERKEL LESTER ALLEN (3) 
Mentalist with Frank Wheeler, Peggy 
10 Mins.; One _ Hoover — 
Downtown, L. A. Singing, Dancing, Comedy 

If someone grabs this kid and 18 Mins.; One 
builds an act around him he should | 86th St. - oa 
be an ace b. o. attraction. As is, eas ye Fagg er pe pre- 

¢ Merke st in a haphazard | sented and sold. Lester Allen re- 

FOES BERS son 8 ee tains some cz the routine that he 


routine of answering simple ques- 
tions that take the bite out of his 


work. 
Though claimed only four years 
old, Merkel flashes the correct 


answers back to his father, who 
works in the audience, at a speed 
that would make some of the stand- 
ard mental acts run for cover. He 
whips out the answers as fast as 
the old man asks the questions. 

What system they use can’t be 
@etected in their work, though if 
the father can’t pronounce a word 
neither can the child. Father speaks 
with a German dialect though the 
kid uses perfect English. 

Youngster gives the serial num- 
bers of watches, names both given 
and family, auto numbers and 
makes, in fact anything that the 
audience wants to know the kid 
will tell them, Father’s audience 
work has him asking the boy the 
game type of questions over and 
over. 

Kid seems absolutely lacking in 
discipline. Between questions he 
gits in a chair and blows raspberries 
at the audience or talks to the or- 
chestra leader, which might be a 
frame. When caught, before his 
exit he told the leader not to start 
the exit music until he had finished 
his bows. 

With proper handling the young- 
ster should be a great attraction. 
The old man has had him at all 
the studios trying to make an ac- 
tor out of him. If he’d get a line 
on stage presentation and routining 
his son would be a great meal ticket 
for the family, child labor laws ner- 


pitting. Call. 


FRANK HARCOURT (4) 
Comedy 

16 Mins.; Full 

G. O. H. 

Looks very much like Harcourt 
is a burlesque comedian who de- 
cided to get laughs for his material 
instead of filling in between strips. 
He gets them. It’s a fast turn of 
low comedy, and although not for 
A houses, ought to be good for 
naborhooders. 

Harcourt is a dead pan worker 
and has with him two good looking 
straights and a girl. Both lads 
warble and the girl handles her 
taps neatly. All three are good at 
building up to Harcourt’s clowning. 

Starts with Harcourt’s two lads 
dressed as marine and army re- 
cruiter, respectively, with the comic 
the bait. Both want him to join 
up and he finally does. Not too 
much new in the gags, but they’re 
up-to-date and well enough handled. 

Kauf. 





TUCKER, SMITH and SIBLEY 
Comedy, Singing 

10 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Up to now this was Tucker and 
Smith in a comedy piano-violin 
turn. With Miss Sibley, an eyeful, 
added to make it a trio, the laugh 
value of the act has been built up 
and the routine diversified with 
s0ngs. In penultimate at this grind 
operation and held the assignment 
completely. 

Miss Sibley interrupts the two men 
in their clowning musical number. 
‘Between piano biz of Smith and the 
girl, coming on as a vamp, laughs 
from Al Tucker's inability to get 
into his violin solo are doubled. 

Miss Sibley has a good voice and 
delivery, but poor diction. She 
brings the turn to its finish with a 
pop favorite of one of the radio 


crooners. Char. 
EVA CLARK 
Singing 
9 Mins.; One 
There's an Eva Ciark, singer, 


mentioned in the files who came out 
of the Ziegfeld Follies and worked 
with a band. This can't be the 
same girl, or not likely. 

Present Eva Clark has a soprano 
that’s just a little too sugary and 
has very little stage poise. Start- 
ing with a semi-classical piece, she 
Wanders into pop tunes, all with 
‘pe same high pitch and none with 

uch enthusiasm or personality. 
Looks more than anything like a 
newcomer needing advice on choice 


of songs. 
Miss Clark’s looks are in her 
favor and with modifications she 
Kauf. 


might make the grade. 


FLYING BLUE STREAKS 
Roller Skating 

7 Mins.; Full Stage 
Jefferson 

Three men, one doing the fancy 
roller stuff. All three in on thrill 
spins with one of the boys ina head 
whirl that’s a corker, 

Circusy in general aspect, but all 
the spins and holds executed cleanly 
and without upsets. Closed the Jeff 
show and proved strong enough to 


Bold ‘em. Mark. | 


carried when with Nellie Breen, but 
in his present attraction it is 
blended into 18 minutes of enter- 
tainment that can’t miss anywhere. 
There are three people, but some- 
times it appears a third isn’t in the 
setup, with only Allen and Miss 
Hoover bowing off at the finish and 
Frank Wheeler doing stuff that’s 
typically Lester. At no time are 
the two men on the stage together. 
Wheeler opens with Miss Hoover 
in a song bit, Allen quickly follow- 
ing with the girl in the kid plaid 
dress-ribbon bit he has previously 
done. 

Another number carried over by 
Allen is the comic full dress-over- 
sized shoes number. It's excep- 
tionally well sold, gathering quite 
a few laughs along the way. 

Miss Hoover, an eyeful, has a 
number about the middle, well exe- 
cuted and another toward the end. 
Spotted third on a four-act show 
with Kate Smith headlining. 
Char. 


SARGENT AND McGOWAN 
Comedy, Singing 

14 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Mixed double that easily with- 
stands the demands of No. 2 spot in 
houses of this type and a little bet- 
ter. Some cutting in the routine is 
advisable, with room for that in the 
last stanza of the act, done down 
here as an encore that wasn’t pre- 
cipitated by applause. 

Miss McGowan early in the rou- 
tine displays a fine voice, but could 
leave out the coloratura bit toward 
the last, with team confining them- 
selves to the jazz double that takes 
them into the bows. ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ special and a couple pops are 
oke. 

Considerable talk is sandwiched 
between vocal numbers and a guitar 
solo by Sargent. Ali of it clears 
nicely, with team exhibiting ability 
in the selling. 

Over fair. Would stand better 
chances of a hand if trimming down 
on the vocal matter toward the end. 

Char. 


JEROME and MARSH 
Dancing, Acrobatics 

7 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 

Acrobatic in essence, this act in- 
cludes enough dancing and novelty 
to keep it away from that label. Re- 
ceived strongly down here on open- 
ing show Friday night, it’s an o. k. 
buy for the average neighborhood- 
ers. 

Man opens with a soft shoe acro- 
batic number, girl topping with 
what starts out to be a violin solo 
displaying little mastery of that in- 
strument, but turns into a mongrel 
dance number, including high kick- 
ing, splits, ete., with the violin still 
at work. 

In an acrobatic way the male 
member shoulders most of the work 
but keeps sufficiently away from the 
conventional to attract special no- 
tice. Impression of reading a pa- 
per in the subway, somersaults to 
head and back to feet, and on close 
going through a hoop on a flip-flop. 
makes plenty different. 





Girl's a glim getter. Char. 
PABLO 
io” 
7 Mins.; One 
RKO, L. A. 
Mexican youngster with good 


looks who has been playing clubs 
and smallies around here for some 
time gets his break on the locally 
booked four acts. Confines himself 
to two tricks, the disappearing ciga- 
rets and producing countless packs 
of cards. In the former trick, he 
tips it by lack of control of the 
lighted cigaret, but opening day 
nervousness might have caused this. 

Pablo has a great pair of hands 
for handling a pack of cards and 
manipulates them in good style, 
sometimes producing as many as 
three decks at the same time. Needs 
a little more experience. Call. 


ROAMERS QUARTET 
Songs 

6 Mins.; One 

RKO, L. A. 

On the air for the past year, this 
singing combo needs a few playing 
dates to get into vaude atmosphere. 
Should land somewhere. 

Pleasing of voice and with pip 
arrangements, they handle both pop 
and corcert numbers in great style. 
No attempt at comedy, just straight 
singing, but of the type that calls 
for plenty of applause. Their three 
numbers, with special arrangements 


were ‘Lady in Spain,’ ‘Ol’ Man 
River’ and “Way Down South,’ 
latter with an arrangement that 


brought out everything the quartet 





had. Call 


STATE 


Very few changes at the State ex- 
cepting the weekly show since the 
house opened nearly 15 years ago. 
It’s standard at all times on policy, 
a feature of Loew operation that 
sets that chain quite apart from 
others, and probably has much to 
do with the steadiness of business. 


It’s perhaps routine, but a good 
routine, 

People who patronize Loew thea- 
tres, either the State or neighbor- 
hoods, can only seldom expect 


changes in policy. They know what 
to expect week in week out, with 
little fluctuation, even in the show. 

Loew's as an operator is the least 
experimental of all chains. Going 
along practically year in and year 
out, the State and many other Loew 
operations, either combination or 
straight pictures, have stuck to a 
fairly straight course. Innovations 
in theatre operation, sometimes dis- 
turbing to regular patronage and 
confusing to the general public, are 
usually left to the others. Loew’s 
is always content to let its competi- 
tors juggle policies around, some- 
times changing so often the fans 
cannot keep up. Even in times of 
depression its contentment on oper- 
ation seems practical. 

The State currently has six acts, 
but sometimes chisels down to five 
when playing a big name or having 
a heavy picture on the spools. 

Pictures in this Broadway combi- 
nation do not often pull surprises 
for its followers. Always it’s 
either a Metro, Paramount or UA 
picture, programs which the chain 
has been using right along without 
switching around on product. Same 
is true of other Loew houses and 
film booking. 

This week there’s ‘Rich Man's 
Folly (Par), with George Bancroft 
on the white square. It probably 
is doing some drawing among Loew 
fans. Stage show has nothing es- 
pecial to attract. 

Yet Saturday afternoon in face of 
Christmas shopping, spring weather 
and other drawbacks, house was 
near capacity. It’s probably more 
because going to Loew theatres and 
knowing just about what to expect 
than because the current show is 
dragging money from all direc- 
tions. It’s strictly a habit, but a 
good one for the chain operator. 
And Loew’s is not trying to change 
any tastes overnight. A,new bar- 
gain matinee is among one of the 
latest moves on policy. From 10 
a.m. to noon (excepting Sundays) 
the tariff is a quarter, while on Sat- 
urdays 35c. 

Vaudeville bill offers considerable 
variety, more than will be found on 
most shows. Bert Gordon occupies 
the top spot, next to closing, and 
wasn't in best fettle Saturday after- 
noon. Routine is slightly switched 
around. Gordon, whose mugg and 
Yid accent have always been his 
biggest assets, has both in evidence, 
but on the accent he is laying less 
stress than before. It’s a mistake. 

Noble Sissle is on the end with 
his hot band of 11 pieces. Sissle’s 
numbers and solos by band mem- 
bers make up for the absence of 
specialty people who aren’t missed. 
The colored entertainer, who made 
his biggest name in ‘Shuffle Along,’ 
is still using that ‘Dream of the Big 
Parade,’ with a dramatic interlude 
that’s effective, but much too long. 

Fourth proved just the spot for 
the bill’s flash, a fast dancing pro- 
duction, Betty Jane Cooper and the 
Lathrop Bros., while just ahead was 
the proper fit for A. Robins, com- 
edy-novelty act. Robins is billed as 
the walking music store. Grocery 
and hardware stores could be added. 

Both third and fourth spotters did 
nicely. Three Ryans, No. 2, came 
out stronger at the matinee, reaping 
a swell hand after bringing on an 





PETTET and DOUGLAS 
Songs, Dances, Chatter 
10 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome 

Small-time material and a deucer. 
Same spot here on fast bill. How- 
ever, the novelty if there is some 
in the fact that one of the pair is 
midget of miniature proportions may 
lift it for the better class neighbs 
Stuff used is nardly new and re- 
action depends mostly from the 
midget end. Has no punch outside 
the novelty tinge. 

Opens with the taller of the two 
lugging a sea bag to the front centre 
and for yodel. When he opens the 
bag out jumps the midge. Then 
some cross-fire, as both clad in 
sailor suits with the noticeable angle 
that each has his pants pressed dif- 
ferently. Midget also sings solo and 
duets a tap with the big boy after 
a solo dance by himself. Shan. 


DAWN SISTERS 
Songs and Dances 
10 Mins.; One and Full 
Jefferson 

Dawn Sisters run along familiar 
‘sister act’ turns of this type, with 
dancing the background. On the 
singing end the sisters are so-so, 
and when topping off their songs 
with dancing gave evidence of la- 
borious breathing. 

The Dawns got their best results 
at the Jeff on a travestied bullet 
dance in which they bump each 








other around. Mark. 


announced younger brother (looking 
like a midget) for an Irish favorite. 
The Ryans, with their neat har- 
mony work and style, remind of the 
Biltmore Trio, Rhythm Boys and 
similar crooning combinations. 

Opener, Ed and Jennie Rooney, 
long around, to start showing off. 
State folks took to their slick tra- 
peze routine with fervor. 

With Christmas around the cor- 
ner Loew houses are presenting 
Conrad Nagel, making a stage tour 
for the circuit, in a trailer wishing 
Loew patrons a merry Xmas, Nagel 
leads up to it with a nicely-dis- 
guised plug of Loew theatres, Metro 
pictures, etc. 


H-M news. Char. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Current show at the Thursday 
evening performance displayed a 
muchly stage-struck Herman Tim- 
berg. With his four stooges he 
consumed 40 minutes of the run- 


ning time of the show. When told 
that few picture agents see the 
RKO shows he probably cut to 20 
minutes. That's what he’s been 
doing along the route. 

Locally booked for acts are Rich- 
ard Walley, juggler; Alphonse Berg, 
gown creator; Pablo, magician, and 
the Roamers, male quartet. East- 
ern unit is made up of Swan and 
Lucille, dancers; Lassiter’ Bros., 
hoke comedians; Harrington Sis- 
ters, harmony singers, and Timberg. 

Wally opens with a fast line of 
billiard ball juggling. Does all his 
catching in small bags attached to 
his back and sides. Makes some 
hot three-ball catches. Nice opener. 

Alphonse Berg next with his 
familiar figure-draping. Berg’s act 
has not changed in 10 years. Pablo 
(New Acts) followed. His work 
consists of card manipulating and 
the disappearing cigaret trick. 
Manages to sell them both. 

Roamers (New Acts) next. In 
four numbers they displayed about 
the best blended voices heard here 
in many moons. Stopped the pro- 
ceedings and encored. 

Swan and Lucille, first of the 
eastern acts, failed to make an im- 
pression in the six minutes allotted. 
Act would fall totally flat were it 
not for an unbilled tap dancer, who 
takes up more than half of the 
time with some great hoofing. Swan 
and Lucille are content with two 
short adagio bits that were neither 
class nor sensational. 

Lassiter Brothers with their 
clowning were welcomed in this 
spot on a bill that so far was minus 


laughs. Hoke dancing of the pair 
caught on from the start. Working 
easily, they gathered in plenty of 


laughs and closed strong. 

Harrington Sisters next in kid 
dresses; sang three numbers in 
close harmony. Girls sold what 
they had and were content to let 
it go at that, though they could 
have encored. 

Herman Timberg closed and for 
& while it looked as though he were 
on for the night. First part of his 
act was drawn out to the limit. Not 
until he picked up his fiddle to 
accompany the girl blues singer did 
he make an impression. By that 
time he had been on for 20 minutes. 
Three male stooges feed him. Then 
there's the girl, who has plenty of 
torrid looks and a voice. 

‘Man in Her Life’ (Columbia), 
the feature, with Pathe News Clips 
also in. Business better than usual 
on Thursday, opening day. Call. 


JEFFERSON 


Vaude of the old type where com- 
edy acts predominate and had them 
laughing instead of gawking is on 
tap at the Jefferson. Four shows as 


usual .Saturday forced the first 
vaude bill on pretty early, but be- 
fore it was over the house was 
holding downstairs. 

Feature, ‘His Woman’ (Par), 
didn’t look like a 14th street draw. 
The vaude section was a laugh-get- 
ter on paper and proved even more 
so in the running. Layout included 
Al Trahan, Gloom Chasers (Col. 
Snoopnagle and Buda), Bobby Barry 
and Danny Duncan. 

Dawn Sisters (New Acts) opened 
the show. Not much away from the 
old path, with closing bit a lifesaver. 
Mildred Mickey Feeley in a song 
cycie followed. She was well re- 
ceived, though closing number is 
heavy for the 14th streeters. 

Bobby Barry started the first of 
the laugh brigade with his familiar 
stylez and closed strong with a char- 
acteristic Barry dance. Danny Dun- 
can found big favor with his old 
turn, which is of broad farcical con- 
struction but well handled. Duncan 
works hard all the way and gets a 
lot out of his funny walks. ‘Red 
Hot Man’ hit the 14th streeters hard. 

The Gloom Chasers from CBS 
(radio) went even better here than 
in other RKO houses. Everything 
the two men did got laughs and ap- 





plause. An unqualified hit all 
around, 
Trahan bowled them over from 


the start, 


and once he got into the 
burlesque 


wrestling bit with Miss 





Cameron, the house wouldn’t let 
him go. 

_Closing were the roller skaters. 
Flying Biue Streaks (New Acts). 
Okay, Mark. 


= 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
This is a better yaude line-up than 


the Palace has visioned in some 
weeks and appears capable of re- 
taining the equilibrium of the box 
office despite the expected pre-holi- 
day lethargy. Word-of-mouth com. 
ment likely to do the trick. 

Once more the women gather the 
big places in the billing and on the 
stage. There was nothing bigger, 
for instance, than the Watson Sis. 
ters, nothing bigger even in laughs 
and results. Showing next to the 
finale, the gals put their heads to- 
gether and came through with the 
audience's risibilities securely under 
control. They haven’t changed 
their fundamental routine much, 
There were some new gags and a 
number of old ones, but garnished 
with the Watson sauce they served 
their purpose well. Gave ’em a 
chance to come back to wish the 
house a happy holiday. 

Miss Lee Morse, as she is listed, 
was the other lady. of the afternoon, 
Local RKO office made much effort 
to plant this appearance in the 
minds of the Chicago citizens as a 
‘personal’ viewing, figuring on cap- 
turing the radio stay-at-homes. 

Miss. Morse tonsiled her way 
through a string of pleasantly pop- 
ular tunes, and left ’em happy. She 
opened with her radio signature 
ditty, and from the answering echo 
from the auditorium this crowd rec- 
ognized it from the off-beat. Miss 
Morse can do tricks with that low 
contralto voice of her; and she 
wrapped it around the ears of the 
first show mob to capture a winning 
session. 

One other girl had a comfortable 
time of it. That was Nayan Pearce, 
who, with Jay Velie, tossed her way 
through a cleverly staged modern- 
istic dance turn. Several of the ideas 
awaken memories of other and for- 
mer dance notions lamped in this 
house, but the recollections of simi- 
larity doesn’t injure the effective- 
ness of the current rhythms. There 
is the speak-easy sequence, for in- 
stance, and that underseas bit con- 
cerning the mermaiden, the webbing 
and the villainous octupus. They all 
hit familiar crevices in the con- 
sciousness, but Miss Pearce makes up 
for it. Lady here has several] new 
ideas herself in dancing, using her 
body more than her pins. She man- 
ages to become particularly heated 
in a series of dance moods, wherein 
she’s perched up on a platform un- 
der an overhead spot, while Velie 
accompanies her with piano and 
pipes. Throughout Velie is more of 
a singing than a dancing partner, 
using his vocal calisthenics to lead 
into Miss Pearce’s rhythmic gyra- 
tions. One unbilled dancer fills in a 
wait cleanly on his short song and 
straight hoofing bit. All assembled, 
they managed an able closing se- 
quence to the line-up. 

Harry Savoy, deuce, unnecessari- 
ly vexed himself with the impression 
that he wasn’t getting over so well, 
and was surprised at the finish to 
find the audience appreciative. The 
early crowd here didn’t double up 
over the gags, mainly because many 
of them were repeats and because 
Savoy doesn’t know where to draw 
the off-color line. Large moment of 
the turn is Savoy's closing number, 
which was entirely out of his com- 
edy character. It’s his impression 
of John Barrymore in one of the 
‘Richard III’ soliloquies. Delivered 
straight, and the house liked it bet- 
ter than the gags. 

Liazeed Arabs are too much like 
other Arabian tumbling and pyra- 
miding arrangements to get an au- 
dience excited. Their main claim to 
distinction is having a new high of 
12 performers nose-diving and som- 
ersaulting at once. 

‘Surrender’ (Fox) feature. Busi- 
ness coming along steadily at close 
of first show. 


Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, Dec. 6. 

December bill again confirms the 
repute of the Wintergarten. No 
weak point—most varied program— 
applause. 

Wally Marcelly and Mario de 
Costa start the evening. These con- 
tortionists seem to enjoy the most 
uneasy postures. A Russian troupe, 
the Bolgaroffs, in whirlwind dances 
with Bolgaroff, jr., doing 50 turns 
in 20 seconds. 

Pleasant number is the boy jug- 


gler Paolo. Harmonious in his 
movements, quiet, he juggles chiefly 
with balls. Sam Barton has to 
fight with misfortune and his 
bike. 

Everything prevents him from 


coming to the point. These involun- 


tary difficulties make the public 
roar with laughter. There is his 
success. His bike finally falls to 


pieces—laughter. 

Luisita Leers, trapeze, does thrill- 
ing performance. More than 100 
muscle grinders, without interrup- 
tion. Bedini Tafani Family, acro- 
bats, has Paolo, the boy juggler. 
With his two smaller brothers he 
assists his parents in the Icdarian 
games. A disciplined family, first- 
class acrobats. 

Russian ballet does a Fashion 
Show through centuries on toe tips 
Dancers are charming and dancé 
very well. Sati and Russo, duo, with 
Italian and Spanish songs, and the 
Barracetas, musical clowns, enter- 
tain. 

Applause and laughter showed the 





satisfaction of the public. Magnus. 
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AUDUBON 


KF, & M,. Idea, ‘Tomorrow's Star,’ 
is the sole stage entertainment here 
this week—and it’s all that’s neces- 
sary. This Idea is fast and peppy, 
full of youthful performers who de- 
liver it with zest. It’s an outstand- 
ing unit despite the fact that the 
only near name is Cy Landry, be- 
side Ed Lowry, m. c. here. 

Lowry, after one month at this 
house, is still going strong, if not 
stronger than ever. This boy’s per- 
sonality and fetching grin will last 
a long time. 

Unit runs about 41 minutes and 
entertains always. It is nicely 
mounted and simply but p-casingly 
costumed. Idea is simple. First drop 
shows some caricatures of current 
stars. Lowry then steps out and 
explains he will bring out the stars 
of tomorrow. 

Specialists are sitting around ta- 
bles in front of a circular platform, 
which supports the band. Each of 
the performers is called on in order. 

Zelma Bushner is first with a 
fast tap on toes. Dorothy Welch 
steps out next for a song. Herbert’s 
‘Italian Street Song.’ Girl has a 
nice soprano but this type song 
comes too early on the bill. 

Cy Landry troupes on for a bit 
of comedy crossfire with Lowry and 
follows with a comedy solo Apache 
dance. A few minutes later Landry 
reappears for his familiar eccentric. 

A pretty Japanese girl, Chiyo 
Kadomatsu, was brought front by 
Lowry for a _ supposedly native 
dance. Girl was exotically costumed. 
Dance wasn’t intricate or unusual, 
but the appearance of this girl and 
her manner put it over. A lithesome 
blonde girl, Wanda Allen, next. 
fhe’s a charming and graceful bal- 
let dancer. 

Helen Ireland follows with a sax- 
ophone solo. Just one number, 
which showed her familiarity with 
that instrument, Girl is young and 
pretty and her appearance helped. 

Fern Dale, good looking flaxen 
haired girl, steps out for a short 
imitation of Greta Garbo in ‘Susan 
Lenox.’ Well done. An imitation of 
Will Rogers as the latter might de- 
liver a song is the second bit by 
Miss Dale. After that into a few 
moments of hoke with Lowry be- 
fore she resumes her seat.. 

A young blond boy with a foreign 
appearance, Rudy Kaye, surprised 
with a rendition of the operatic aria 


‘Pagliacci’ in Italian. Has a swell 
tenor and good delivery. Buddy 


and Gretel, announced as brother 
and sister, are a smooth dance team. 
Show some novel steps in their fast 
exhibition. Mary Miles, youthful 
looking girl, performs an acrobatic 
dance with the air and poise of a 
veteran. 

Lowry then took the solo spot 
and warbled a hot pop tune, Guitar 
player from the band accompanied 
and intermittently chimed in for a 
duet. Anderson and Allen are the 
next to closing specialty. Two boys 
in a strong man act. Both slim and 


young and their body lifts and 
routines surprise. 
Entire unit is 100% youth. And 


youth with talent makes this a 
smart and fast moving Idea. 

‘Men in Her Life’ (Col.) feature 
Fair house for the first show Satur- 
day. 


LOOP-END, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Policy here has been _ shifted 
again. For the current week the 
bill clipped from eight to six acts, 
with no big money attraction among 
them. Perhaps Johnny Jones fig- 
ured that in Mercedes and the 
latter’s kindred psychic spirit, Mme. 
Stantone, the boxoffice would have 
a magnet strong enough to make up 
for the reduction. Then again, he 
may have been influenced by the 
anticipated pre-holiday slump and 
decided that it didn’t make any dif- 
ference anyway. Next week the 
house abandons straight vaude al- 
together and chooses to try its luck 
with a girlie presentation, locally 
Produced and labelling itself ‘The 
New Year's Revue.’ 

Although the current bill went 
over nicely, it could have been more 
effectively laid out. Major mistake 
Was the assigning of the quiet little 
Les Klicks’ illuminated puppet fan- 
tasy to the closing spot when Vit- 
toria and Lorenze, who open, could 
have injected a far better finis 
punch, Though unwinding slug- 
Eishly, the show has enough sub- 
Stantial and sprightly entertainment 
to send then. away satisfied. 

Vittoria and Lorenze__ started 
slowly but once they swing into the 
nub of their act, which is off-the- 
sround handbalancing, they scatter 
excitement and chuckles aplenty. 
Lorenze’, six-cigarbox handstand 
failed to get the full amount of ap- 
Plause it deserved, but the custom- 
ers made up for the neglect and 
more on the touchoff of his three- 
table and chair stunt. 

_Deuce spot uncovered Lillian 
roodner, a buxom maid with a style 
or torch warbling reminiscent of the 
o’d-time coon shouters. Girl didn’t 
Stay long, limiting herself to three 
short numbers. For the finish she 
undertook ‘I've Got Rhythm,’ sub- 
sututing some none too. sightly 
wobbling and shimmying for a lyri- 
“ai interpretation of the number, a 
Sr nt for which she obviously was 
‘“tecking. Sendoff mild. 

Frankenbergs, a mixed foursome 


( 


of talented youngsters, took the next 
spot and did nicely.Act is well-known 
in midwest and gets over strongly 
with family element. 

Mercedes had little difficulty 
keeping them intrigued and raptly 
attentive during his musical tele- 
pathic exchange with Mme. Stan- 
tone. As smart and quick-minded a 
showman as ever, Mercedes always 
retained a card or two up his sleeve 
to shoot the moment that interest 
began to lag from repetition. Mer- 
c_des big values to the boxoffice are 
his outside exploitation contacts. In 
recent years he’s been using a radio 
telepathic stunt. If he’s able to in- 
veigle one of the better local sta- 





tions into a hookup his booking may 
mean something to the house. 


mentalist act. 

Next-to-closing turned 
cinch for Fuzzy Knight. Not much 
change to the act, but Fuzzy’s nut 
antics and numbers kept them in 
the usual rippling merriment from 
his entry to his noisy dashoff. 

Les Klicks’ illuminated puppet 
fantasy provides a diverting novelty 
but an ill-chosen closing act. Be- 
sides the feature, ‘Sob Sister’ (Fox), 
the screen fare this week offers a 
newsreel. End of the first stage 
performance disclosed less than half 
a main floor and a sprinkling up- 
stairs. 


out a 


HIPPODROME 


Hipp may do better than expected 
despite the pre-Chrisitmas period 
because it has a good vaude show 
and it’s new m. ec. policy, with 
Johnny Perkins, starts like a suc- 
cess. Perkins’ own ponderous way 
of comedy weaved the seven acts 
together in a likeable and 
taining way that tickled the full 
house Sunday night (20). Besides 
which Perkins, himself, does a 
strong finish as a finale with the 
Neal Sisters, harmony trio, a 
brunette yodeler and a colored tenor 
that counts heavily. Feature, ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (R-Pathe). 

Perkins, himself, isn’t new, his 
stuff isn’t new and maybe two of 
the people he uses for support are 
new, bt that kind of bulk as an m. 
ec. would be new and is new any- 
where. That’s why Perkins has an 
edge and which may grow as he 
moves around. 

It’s a funny spot, the Hipp. Per- 
kins got it without much time. He 
asked them to whistle or sing with 
him. That gallery did. Only a short 
time previously the same source 
that so handsomely supported Perk- 
ins, quite naturally unto themselves, 
emitted a FPronx cheer for certain 
yodelers, and not deserved. 

Other turns that stand out are 
the Lee Gail Ensemble, Paul and 
Nino Ghezzi and Gallerina and Sis- 
ter. Crowd took to the swatting 
comickery between the Gails in the 
apache number. One of the few 
such apache duets, that carry sound 
or speech. 

The two Ghezzi’s Paul and Nino 
however are the heroes on this bill. 
They stopped the show till Perkins 
finaled for the last 23 minutes. For 
nine minutes this pair of acrobats 
do as original hand balancing and 
body twisting endurance holds as 
can be seen. Sensational. For fin- 
ish do a black bottom on their 
palms and upside down. 

Gallerina and Sister start with 
accordion and wind up with a one- 
man band playing several instru- 


ments. Okay and over big when 
caught. 
Archie and Gertie Falls open. 


Pette and Douglas, (New Acts) one 
a midget, song and dance pair who 
follow went off nicely to pave for 
Perkins’ entrance. Perky introed the 
yallerinas after a couple of gag 
yarns and then Charles Prelle and 
his dog, Moxie, showed for ventril 
work. The seven acts take 100 min- 
utes, plenty long. 

From the sizeup, customers are 
getting their money’s worth and 
plenty at the Hipp currently. That 
means it’s a selling show. Perkins 
helps sell it. Shan. 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Dec. 6. 

Xmas songs, the _ introductory 
number of the new show, remind us 
how near Xmas is already, though it 
strikes to hear the songs already 
now. Hard to say which perform- 
ance of the Scala was best, all were 
of a high standard, really first class. 

Conferencier (m.c.) Helmuth 
Krueger, kidded the actual poor 
moments and by his witty advice to 
forget he brought about a lively 
spirit. Spanish dancer, Lolita Ben- 
avente,, in three dances fine. She 
is like a wild little animal. Applause 
well earned. 

Very good the American rope 
dancers, Manning and Class. Man- 
ning swings a lasso. Parisian dance 


trio, le Blan, du Charme and Ray. 
danced with perfection. Good and 
comic at the same time two acro- 
bats, the Pierrotys. 

Noni, musical clown, liked as 
usual. Aerial artist, Knuth, per- 
formed, high up onthe ceiling, 
breath taking. Lucille Hayes, Amer- 
ican toe dancer, gave somewhat 
complicated acrobatic dances, Ap- 
plause again for Non, who again} 
appeared, this time as jazz band 


conductor, with girls, dancers, and 
as master of a prodigious horse. If 
the number were cut a bit, this 
would not harm probably. 
A most pleasant evening 





: Magnus. 





enter-- 


RKO UNIT 


(Chester, New York) 

Doctor Rockwell has the third 
and fourth spots on this four-act 
intact and the build-up isn’t bad, 
yet something seems missing. The 
chief lack may be people, for dur- 
ing this entire hour of show but 10 
appear, including a couple of piano 
accompanists, In appearance it’s a 
skimpy affair, though always flop 
proof through Rockwell's presence 

Rockwell is a name in vaudeville 
and as such he draws a name act’s 
salary. A Rockwell on an_ intact 
means the money is all in one spot. 
Other Rockwells are now planned 
for other intacts. Like this one, un- 


] i | less a correction is made, they’ll all 
Otherwise, it will mean just another | 


cry out loud for a the 
budget. 

Considering what the booker had 
to use for money for the two spots 
up ahead, the results are passable. 
The Vernon Rathburn saxophone 
quartet (New Acts) opens satisfac- 
torily and Edith Bow, No. 2, sing- 
ing single with a man pianist, sings 
and recites her way well enough 
through the cool deuce position. 

Miss Bow, a brunet, who wears 
her wardrobe well and makes a nice 
all around appearance, is doing the 
type of turn that most of the sing- 
ing single women of the vaudeville 
past liked so well. Now there aren’t 


jump in 


jany of.that school] left. A probable 
|edge for Miss Bow is that she isn’t 
folowing many replicas over this 


route. As Miss Bow or anyone else 
would discover by attending the in- 
tact shows regularly, most new 
faces among the women nowadays 
aren't faces, but legs. They hop the 
buck chiefly. 

Rockwell is doing his quack rou- 
tine to the usual heavy returns, first 
in the arm chair and then stand- 
ing alongside his laboratory speci- 
men of a human skeleton. It’s a 
suit of clothes and a pair of sneak- 
ers hanging on a hatrack. The pic- 
colo bit is the blowoff for the three- 
a-day doc’s solo section and leads 
him into the dress cutting biz with 
his hefty prima donna. 

In place of The Merediths as the 
dancing foils tor Rockwell's side 
comments are The Dancing Adams, 

(Continued on page 54) 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 31) 


and liked. Climax tableau held the 
familiar web effect for which the 
femme member of the adagio team 
climbed to the perch for a back- 
ward twisting fall to her partner. 
Arthur Knorr is credited with hav- 
ing staged the unit. 
Overture was press 





actual rendition. 


its stars, followed the newsreel. 
Sid 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Dec. 19. 

Abe Lyman’s Band, Tess Gardell 
(Aunt Jemima) plus F, & M.’s ‘Va- 
cation Days’ unit, and an organlog 
make for lots of stage shows cur- 
rently and okay if customers don’t 
find it too long. There’s 63 minutes 
of it or more depending upon slight 
waits between numbers. ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox) may need that kind of 
long support. Biz looks to be un- 
aided by the increased talent, it be- 
ing the week before Christmas. 
Looks like a so-so week. 

Considering that last angle, this 
doubling of names as Tess Gardell 
and Lyman, etc., looks like a heavy 
load on the b.o. There’s the period 
of the year too to figure when any- 
thing can dub. Miss Gardel, how- 
ever, rates individually and here 
closing with the F. & M. line in 
‘mammy’ outfits like hers, she walks 
off with a halo of applause. 

Prior to this she does two num- 


bers with a piano accompanist 
against a ‘two’ background and 
okay. 


Besides which Miss Gardell isn’t 
billed right. As Aunt Jemima she 
stands to draw. But as Tess Gar- 
dell that’s a question. 

A noticeable thing about Miss 
yardell’s entertainment was the co- 
operation given her by Lyman’s 
crew in the pit. Without being fancy 
it’s the kind any trooper dreams of. 

This is Lyman’s crowning week 
of his 10-week stay and his final 
one. He wowed them when caught 
and it looks like somebody errs 
when this band is permitted to exit 
after having developed a following. 
Willye Stahl follows. Looks like a 
tough assignment. 

Lyman currently specializes in 
‘blues. His boys work with fervor 
and their individual and group work 
had the house with them all the 
time. One thing Lyman accom- 
plished here was to keep the b.o. 
steady and that’s a feat. 

Next to the two names came the 








unit which is one of the better F. & 
M. shows and carries five acts be- 
sides a line, has some individual 
dancing, an adagio quartet, a mimic, 


and a comedy pair besides an acro 
dancer. 

The list includes Wilmot and 
| Peters, Zelda Santley, Three Jacks 
and Queen, Kathleen Kay and 
Kirk and Lawrence, the last named 
all to the good with their cowboy 
}and cowgirl novelty piece. 


The Kirk boy has developed origi- 


sheeted as 
‘Popular Melodies,’ but switched to 
a medley of Italian street songs in 
Metro’s Christmas 
Party, one-reeler, including many of 


nal quirks in low comedy and his 
poses of Buffalo Bill and others had 
them giggling. Zelda Santley with 
a pianist accompanying appears be- 
fore the finale and makes the finale 
mean nothing. This girl mimic 
should have preceded the Kirk and 
Lawrence act or somewhere earlier. 
Her returns, however, in this house 
were big. 

‘Three Jacks and a Queen’ pull a 
clever idea and may be original in 
that they work on a darkened stage 
with white costumes. This permits 
one of the trio of men to wear black 
| and stay unnoticed as he works. It 
| makes the girl's filghts through the 
air or when caught by the black- 
ened figure all the more striking. 

The title has no bearing on the 
unit which can satisfy anywhere as 
a straight vaude show. Opening 
shows Wilmot and Peters with the 
line arriving on a camp site by auto. 





| Tents are here and there and the 
two boys gyrate comically and 
dance. 


By way of suggestion, however, 
Tess Gardell if shoved in as part of 
that unit during her stay at the Fox 
Brooklyn and closing instead of Zel- 
da Santley would help. One of the 
Magic Carpet series (Fox) shorts on 
the program’ besides Movietone 
News’) and _e trailers. Altogether 

| tabbed for around 157 minutes when 
| caught and okay with some rear- 
| 
| 





rangement of turns. Shan. 





LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 16. 

One hundred and fifty Meglin 
Kiddies, doing about everything ex- 
nected of stage youngsters, is the 
State’s pre-Christmas stage offer- 
ing. Youngsters are pupils of the 
Meglin dance schools, subsidiary of 
Fanchon & Marco. They are on 
exhibition twice yearly for the 
edification of the public in general 
and their parents in particular. 

Each performance sees at least 
one relation of each kid in the audi- 
ence. At regular prices, it’s not 
had business for the house, as wit- 
ness the gag’s repetition in cities 
throughout the country year after 
year. 

Merit of the youngsters is some- 
what one-sided as anything they do 
is roundly applauded. Usually, ap- 
pearance of the kids is augmented 
hy a regular Fanchon & Marco unit. 
This year the unit is missing. 

Kids take up 50 minutes of the 
show’s time with tap, adagio, toe, 
acrobatic and military dances, both 
in solo and ensemble. Routines get 
upset plenty, but where the per- 
formers are all 12-year-olds, the 
muffing adds to the entertainment. 

‘West of Broadway’ (Metro) is 
the feature. As an added attraction 
Laurel and Hardy’s ‘Beau Hunks’ 
gets equal billing with the feature. 
Metrotone news reel rounds out the 
bill. 

Orchestra, with Sam Jack Kauf- 
man conducting, plods through a 
medley of Christmas numbers, with 
Kaufman dressed as Santa Claus. 

Bill, with exception of the fea- 
ture, is aimed at the kids. Before 
noon, Wednesday, opening day, 530 
kid tickets were out. Call. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Show this week is ‘Brooke Johns 
Brevities.’ It could be called almost 
anything with the week before 
Xmas and quiet all over the house. 
If Eddie Wiesfeldt cheated this 
week, who can blame him? And the 
management can really enjoy hav- 
ing the nut cut. 

Using some hashed over sets and 
nothing very big as to talent, the 
show is not bad at all. The open- 
ing number is very entertaining, 
with the latter part of the show 
failing to sustain. 

The show with orchestra in pit is 
more like a revue. The opening has 
the tenor and soprano singing cho- 
ruses of a song with the line doing 
a routine and the bringing out a 
miniature house from which Jeannie 
Lang steps out to work with Johns. 
This girl, who is in for a stay, 
shows up to advantage against the 
massiveness of Johns and gets 
across her cute personality. Being 
quite small and dressed to accentu- 
ate size and acting the same, she 
looks almost too tiny, but it is all 
effective. 

With nine-year-old Johnnie Tram- 
berger on for a routine with the line 
to close, it looked, as announced, 
like a miniature musical comedy, 
though without laughs. 





Chris Chartan and the Jack 
Burnoff Trio were the other acts, 
and both pleased whatever custom- 


ers were there, 

House makes one mistake. They 
run trailers advertising the comings 
show to the point of exasperation. 
Evidently feeling that the mentality 
of the attendance was very low they 
believe in repetition, repeating until 
the trailer is practically memorized. 
Not only running the stock trailer 
furnished by the film company on 
the picture, but also their own lo- 
cally made one. In fact it might 
easily be that the trailers antago- 
nize the people instead of making 
them eager to see what's coming. 

Eduard Werner directed the over- 
ture made up of popular songs, with 





| Electa Leonard doing the vocaliz- 
ling of one. Overture okay but a 
| little long. Six minutes long enough 
for any overture. This one runs! 
j Bene. Arthur Gutow at the organ. 
Lee. 


——s 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
For nine days preceding Christ- 
mas, the Paramount is casting its 
lot with ‘Sooky’ (Paramount), buck- 
ing a stageful of Meglin dance 
pupils at Loew’s State and making 
the downtown sector a swell spot 
for a guy who wants to see Santa 
Claus and catch a show. The Para- 
mount also has its collection of 
dancing kids from a local academy, 
including a military tap trio, girl 
wire walker, accordionist and a 16- 


kid ensemble for formation drill 
and acrobatic dance free-for-all 
finish. Inexpensive production ef- 


fects round out a modest pre-holi- 
day juve stage attraction. 

The two kid ensembles are ‘A 
Toy Shop’ and ‘Wedding of the 
Painted Dolls,’ fast becoming as 
standard as Christmas itself. 

Carli Elinor and his 40-piece 
band are on stage accompanying, 
forcing the kids to a platform above 
them, and playing what is billed as 
a ‘Blossom Time’ medley. Convic- 
tion grows that a 40-piece band can 
do little for the gross in Los An- 
geles. 

An on-and-off soloist is Tanzi, 
who sings only a few bars introduc- 
ing a juve number. She has played 


leads in musicals out here. Henri 
Monnet’s organ solo, ‘Baby's Feet,’ 
had a little girl perched on the 
organ and Max Lerner, tenor, 
handling the lyric. Simple and 
neat. 

Having withdrawn from the 
Hughes-Franklin circut, Harold B, 
Franklin is now devoted only to 


operation of the Paramount and 
United Artists. A bright ray in his 
future is that the run of Paramount 
feature product which greeted his 
entrance as operator of this house 
and balked his efforts to make the 
theatre a standout has just about 
worked itself out, with what in the 
west coast’s opinion is a stretch of 
sure-fire stuff now coming up. 
‘Sooky,’ current, drew nicely 
opening day. Bang. 
DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 17. 


‘Song Favorites of Yesterday’ 
featured the overture by Freé 
Schmitt and orchestra. The num-~ 
bers included ‘Memories,’ ‘Moon- 
light and Roses,’ ete., with sound 
effects. Harry Wilson sang ‘My 


Blue Heaven.’ This orchestra draws 
a lot of folks week after week. 
Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Tintypes’ 


idea on the stage, and put on an 
entertaining show. First scene 
shows rear of a huge portrait 
camera, with the acts appearing 
upside down on the ground glass. 
The acts come to life sitting back 
of a piece of studio scenery, and 
do their acts, some good, others 
SOo-SsO. 


Initial line dressed in loud plaid 
costumes, do a croquet routine, with 
their mallets. Half the line wear 
men’s masks and trousers. 

The Aaron Sisters get over nicely 
chanting old-time songs in Dixie 
accent, dressed in hilly-billy over- 
alls. Pressler and Klaiss on, man 
with old fashioned handlebar mus- 
tache, and the girl in long skirts, 
balloon sleeves and a huge bustie, 
for a couple more old songs. Later 
they perform on the piano and cut 
u 


Second scene shows old fashioned 
parlor, with entire group sitting 
stiffly around, later going through 
quadrille. Marie Remington does 
gymnastics on a pedestal and thrills 
with her roller skating. Harry 
Moore is here again with his paper 
tearing, doing the old tricks. A 
general describes a Civil war battle, 
with action pictures on the screen, 
Only thing that saved this was 
close with American flag and Abe 
Lincoln. This got a hand, 

Final flash shows line on roller 
skates and stilts, and although the 
action was necessarily slow, it was 
a good fadeout, 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Dec. 7. 

Despite slump, Paramount doing 
very good business. This is largely 
due to the policy of the theatre to 
give consistently good shows at a 
time when people are trying to get 
value for their money. This results 
in their favoring the house to avoid 
taking chances. 





l etay 
Stake 





Show opens with a few short 
news clips, followed by the musical 
overture of the ‘Roi d'Ys,’ conte 
ducted by Pierre Millot, with violin 
solo by M. Navarra. Paramount's 
orchestra has now quite a following, 
similar to the best Paris concerts, 


Followed by Irancis A. Mangan's 
presentation, “Allo - Allo.” 


Timely, due to the much discussed S 


increase in phone tolls. First part 
is a phone exchange with the 24 
Tillerettes as operators. Other set 
shows a singer phoning a love 
message. Another set shows the 





girls receiving, lying on a huge 
divan which fills the stage. A tap 
dance is done by Tony, Bebe and 
Renee, standing on huge telephone 
directories, 

Between sets an enormous tele- 
phone fills the stage. Telephone 
idea is new here and likely to be 
copied in loeal revues. 

Then the feature, “Mam’'Zelle 
Nitouche,” Braunberger - Richebe 
production. Film stars Raimu, un- 
der contract to Braunberger, who 
{lent him to Paramount to film 
' “Marius.” Mazi. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (DEC. 26) 
THIS WEEK (DEC. 19) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


























RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (8th week) 
Gerge Flash 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
Janet Reade 
Burns & Allen 
George Jessel 
Eddie Cantor 
Meroff Bd 
Chester 
ist half (26-29) 
Goyal’s Dogs 





Bill Teelack 
Lyons & Snyder 
Dave Apollon 

2d half (23-25) 


3 Little Words 
Hilt & Hoffman 
Spence Dorn & C 
Roscoe Ails 
Rhythm Revels 
Bob Hope Co 
Bob Hope Antics 











SERVES 





JACK POWELL 


SUPERLATIVE 
SYNCOPATION 


Via 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Dew'lt | M’tc’lft & F 
Hanley Co 
B Lindsey Rev 
Willie Solar 
Morton Orch 

2a half (30-1) 
Chappelle & Cariton 
Krugel & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Harrison & Elmo 
6 Elgins 
Mel Klee 

2a half (23-25) 
B Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 

Coliseum 

Ist half (26-29) 
Bylvia & Clements 
Sid Marion 
Deyito & Denny 

Samuels 

2a half (30-1) 
(To fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Karoli Bros 
Nell Kelly 
6am Morton Co 
Street Singer 


86th St. 
1st half (26-29) 
Ben Blue 


(Three to fill) 
2a half (30-1) 


Roy al 
ist half: (26-29) 
Al Johnson Co 
Delivery Boys 
Bisland Wilson Co 
Clifford & Marion 
Ballyhoodiums 
2d half (30-1) 
Bob Bob & Bobble 
Joe Wong Co 
J & K Spangler 
Sid Marion 
Donatella Bros 
24 half (23-25) 
Jack Hedley 3 
Moss & Frve 
Lewis Mack Co 
Pat Rooney & Son 
Edison & Louise 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (26) 
Lee 2 
Ww & G Ahern 
June Carr 
Street Singer 
Bob Hope 
(19) 
4 Ortons 
Sid Page Co 
Nan Halperin 
Trini Co 
Fiushing 
Ist half (26-29) 
Gloom Chasers 
Al Trahan 
(Two to fill) 





6id Page 


2a half (30-1) 








————— 


ROBINSON & DeWITT 
BOOKED SOLID RKO 
Week of Dec. 13, VANCOUVER, B. C. 








Fifi Dorsay 
(Two to fiil) 

2a half (23-25) 
Johnny Dove Co 
Healy & Cross 
Barry & Whitledge 
Blue Moon Girls 

Fordham 

ist half (26-29) 
Bid Page 
Fifl Dorsay 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
Sylvia & Clements 
Gloom Chasers 
Ben Biue 
(One to filly 

2d half (23-25) 
W'ts'n & Templet’n 
Foster & Van 
Manny King Co 
Al Trahan 

Franklyn 

ist haif (26-29) 
Agemos 
Brown & Caron Sis 
Lyons & Snyder 
All Weit 
Irving Edwards 
80th Century Rev 

2a half (30-1) 
Pixon & Corneil 
Sidwalks 
Neil Sis 
Les Ghezzis 
Johnny Perkins 


Joe Besser 
Barto & Mann 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Dennis White Co 
Goss & Barrows 
Wm Edmonds Co 
Singin Sam 
Kenmore 
Ist half (26-29) 
6 Avaions 
Hal Neuman 
Barry & Whitledge 
Donatella Bros Co 
2d half (30-1) 
Bernice Stone Co 
Y’gst’rs of Y'st’rd'y 
2d half (23-25) 
Jack Randall Co 
Dave Malien 
Ruth Royse 


Al K Hall Co 
Madison 

ist half (26-29) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Krugel & Robels 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Harrison & Elmo 
5 Elgins 

2d half (30-1) 
Loyai’s Dogs 
D‘wolf M’tcalf & F 
Hanley Co 
Lindsey Rev 
Willie Solar 











=— 
EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 








2a haif (23-25) 


Eddie Davis 
Ben Alley 
Foley & LaTour 
Sequel of Rhythm 
Hippodrome (26) 
Wileys 
Jerome & Marsh 
Paul Mall 

Wirth 

y Barry Co 
Blue Moon Girls 
Nell Kelly 
4 Ortons 

(19) 

A&G Falis 
Jack Petit & B 
Galli-Rini & Sis 
Chas Prelle 
Lee Gail Ens 
Neil Sis 
Les Ghezzis 
Johnny Perkins 


Jefferson 
Ist half (26-29) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Neil Sis 
Carter Bros 
Les Ghezzis 
Nan Halperin 
Johnny Perkins 
2a haif (30-1) 


Gwynne Co 
: gwey Calvert 
Wee 


; ol 


Morton Orch * 
2d half (23-25) 
Juliana 
Johnny Hyman 
Chas Foy Co 
Fifi D’Orsay 
AKRON 
Palace 
Ist half (26-29) 
6 Danvills 
Lubin Lowry 
Boyd Senter 
York & King 
2d half (20-1) 
Deteregoes 
Murray & Allen 
Joe Herbert Co 
Rose's Midgets 
2d half (23-25) 
4 Sullys 
Senator Murphy 
R Roce Co 
Morris & Campbell 
ALBANY 
Palace 
ist haif (26-29) 
B Robinson Co 
2d half (30-1) 
Russian Revels 
Clifford & Marion 
Chas King 
Clyde Cook 
Milt Douglas 
Karoli Bros 
2d haif (23-26) 
Homer Romaine 


& A 





Majer Sharp & M 


Dave Apolion 
ATLANTA 
Kelth’s (26) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 
Ross & Bennett 
Runaway 4 
(19) 
Southern Gaiettes 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (26) 
Southern Galeties 
Leon Navarra 
Henry Bergman 
Hal Sherman 
(19) 
Duponts 
Morton & Chandler 
Arnaut Bros 
Frank Richardson 
BOSTON 


Keith's (26) 
June Purlans 
Condos Bros 
Ann Seymour Co 
Benny Ross 
Trini 
(19) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Sonia & Vernon 
J & K Lee 
Wally Vernon 
Carroll's Co 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (26) 
Russian Art Circus 
Wilton Sis 
Hugh Skelly 
James Hali 
Puck & White 
(19) 
James Evans 
Roger Williams 
Lew Pollock Co 





Daphne Pollard 


Murdock (Ca 
Charles Melson 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
DES MOINES 
Keith's 
ist half (26-29) 
Enos Frazere 
Gifford & Pearl 
Karren Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
2d half (30-1) 
Togo & Blossom 
Bayes & Speck 
Sandy Derson Co 
Jean Bedini Co 
2d half (23-25) 
Deazo Retter 
Maidie & Ray 
Thomas 6 
DETROIT 
Hollywood 
ist half (26-29) 
Swanee & Daiy 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
(Three to fill) 
FORT WAYNE 
Keith's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Gilbert Bros 
Seiler & Wills 
Talent & Merit 
(One to fill) 
2d half (31-1) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Ashiey Paige 
Marion Sunshine 
3 Swifts 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith's 
ist half (26-29) 
Joe Peanuts 
May Joyce 
Joe Thomas Sax't’'t 
Webb & Lane 
Dorothy Co 
2a half 
Summers 


(31-1) 
& Hunt 








Dir.: Wm. Diamond, 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 


James Plunkett Office 








CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Deszo Retter 
Maidie & Ray 
Kane & Eliis 
Thomas 6 
2d halt (30-1) 
Enos Frazere 
Gifford & Pearl 
Bdith Karren Boys 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
2d half (23-25 
Rich Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (26) 
Yonk Kam Tr 
Gracie Barry 
Jay Mills & R 
Heidt Bd 


(19) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Harry Savoy 
Lee Morse 
Watson Sis 
Nayon Pearce & V 

CINCINNATI 

Albee (26) 
Bernice & Emily 
Sandborne Co 
Helen Kane 
Eddie Stanley 
Pepito 

(19) 


Golden's Rev 
Jay Mills & R 
Heidt Ba 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 
Liazeed Arabs 


Swanee & Daly 

(Three to fill) 

INDIANAPOLIS 
Keith’s (26) 

Pipifax 

Reynolds & White 

Scooter Lowry 


Murry Rev 
Wan Wan San Tr 
(19) 


Dorothy Co 
Murry & Allen 
Marion Sunshine 
Hunter & Percival 
Sandy Lang Co 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (26) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Traver & Grey 
Roxy’s Gang 
Lewis & Ameg 
(19) 
Ann Pritchard 
Art Henry 
C & J Preisser 
Toto 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (26) 
Kluting’s Ent'n'rs 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
(Four to fill) 
(19> 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Herman Timberg 
Richard Wally 





Alphonse Berg Co 








r., WM. 


IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS | 


— SOLID FOR RKO 


DIAMOND 


JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 








Harry Savoy 

Lee Morse 

Watson Sis 

Nayon Pearce & V 
(19) 

Deteregoes 

Lubin Lowry & A 

York & King 

James Hall 

105th St. (26) 

Mangeah Girls 

Fred Keating 

Adelaide Hall 

Howard Fine & H 


(19) 
F’rt'n'llo & Crillino 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Friedland Co 

COLUMBUS 
Keith’s (26) 
Bob Stickney 
Maker & Redford 
Singer's eee 
1 


(19) 
Bernice & Emily 
Mae Usher 
Sandborne Co 
Koran 

DALLAS 
Keith’s (26) 
Christensens 
Ray Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joe Laurie Co 

(19) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Anatole’s Affairs 
DAVENPORT, IA, 

Keith's 
ist half (26-29) 
Rich Co 
2d half (30-1) 
Deszo Retter 
Kane & Ellis 
Thomas 6 
2d haif (23-25) 
Thalero’s Circus 
4 Sailors 
Wylie & Young 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Clyde Cook 
AYTON 
Kelth’s (26) 
F’t'nello & Cirillino 
Hope Vernoa 
Marty May 
Friedland Ce 





(19) 
4 Casting Stars 


Pablo 
Roamers 4 


LOUISVILLE 
Keith's (26) 
Downey & Claridge 
Mack Harold & B 

Kerr & Ensign 
Peter Higgina 
(Two to fill) 

1 


Pipifax 

Reynolds & White 
Frances Kennedy 

Colby Murry Rev 

Summers & Hunt 

Wan Wan San Tr 


MADISON, WIS. 
Keith's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Madeline Patrice 
Paul Remos 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Gilbert Bros 
Count Bernivici Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d haif (23-25) 
Blackstone 
MILWAUKEE 
Keith’s (26) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 


E Nelsen 
Royal Uyenos 
D's Kiddie Rev 


(19) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farreil Co 
Edgar Bergen 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charies Ahearn 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith's (26) 
Van Celio & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
(19) 

Atlas Lamarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
NASHVILLE 
Keith's (26) 

Wilbert Co 
Morgan & Stone 
Lander Bros 
Enrico Th'd're & N 
(19) 
Downey & Claridge 
Mack Harold & B 





Kerr & Ensign 
Peter Higgins 


Harlemania 
Lester Allen 
Stewart & Lash Rv 
(19) 
Ebony Follies 
Emers'n & B'ldwin 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Ray & Harrison 
Donatella Bros Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Kelth’s 26) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns 
(19) 
Stanley 2 
Eddie White 


Ross & tennett 





Runaway 4 


Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Austin 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith's (26) 
Monroe Bros 
Jerome Mann 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Affairs of 1931 
(19) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Birnes & Kaye 
Karyl Norman 
Harry Burns 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (26) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
Bender & Knapp 
White G'tew'd & W 





OFFICIAL 


DENTIST TO THE 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Wm. Demarest; Wm. LaCurte 


N. V. A. 





OAKLA AND 
Keith's (26) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
Whirling 2 
Niles Marsh 





B & w y onl 
Light & Stev 
(19) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 
Whirling 2 





myeeiee te Al ter Foam 
Christensen Bros. and Co. 





Roy Cummings 
Snyder Bros 
(19) 
Kluting’s Ent’t’rs 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 
Ww'st'ri’'d & N’k’rs’n 
Jack Lee 
4 Covans 
Richard Kean 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (26) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Th’dore 
(19) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Traver & Grey 
Roxy's Co 
Lewis & Ames 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Keith's 
ist hatf (26-29) 
Homer Romaine 
Major Sharp & M 
Shy Co 
Dave Apollon 
2d half (30-1) 
Agemos 
Boyle & Della 
Barry & Whitledge 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rey 
2d half (23-25) 
Renofft & Renova 
Lyons & Snyder 





Niles Marsh 
Roy Cummings 
Snyder Bros 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Karoli Bros 
Milt Douglas 
Healy & Cross 
Manny King Co 
2d half (30-4) 
Hunter & Percival 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Cass Mack & Owon 
2a half (23-25) 
Loyal’'s Dogs 
Senna & Dean 
Porcelain Ronrance 
Oscar Lorraine 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (26) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M 
Ledova 
(19) 
Robinson & Dewitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
T & C Blossom 
Derson Co 
Bayes & Speck 
Jean Bedini Co 
2d half (30-1) 














SEASON’S GREETINGS 
TO ALL 


ERRY sian enains 


REMAIN 
THE ONLY ATTRACTION 
OF ITS KIND IN THE 
WORLD 


GERALDINE VALLIERE 
J. HAROLD KENNEDY 
609 W. 5ist St., New York 




















NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (18) 

‘Stepping High’ 

W & J Mandell 

Flo Mayo 

Lucky 7 3 

Miles & Kover 

‘Private Lives’ 

Paramount (18) 

‘Rhapsody in Stars’ 

Lilllan Roth 

Lina Basquette 

Bing Crosby 


Sallors 
Heaven on Barth’ 
Roxy (18) 


Ruth Etting 
Minevitch Co 
Fur Show 
‘Maker of Men’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (18) 
‘Romantic Rhythm’ 
Russ Columbo 
Mills Bros 
iuck & Bubbles 
Eleanor Powell 
‘Heaven on Earth’ 
CHICAGO 
Loop End (19) 
Victoria Lorenz 
Lillian Goodner 
rankenberg Rev 
Mercedes 
Fuzzy Knight 
Les Klicks 
‘Sob Sister’ 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (18) 
‘Modern Minstrels’ 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
H Van Fossen 
Mark Ne!son 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
Ilippodrome (18) 
Daphne Pollard 
Lew Polack Co 
Roger Williams 
James Evans 
CLEVELAND 
State (18) 
Davis Co 





‘His Woman’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (18) 

Bob Nolan 

Raymond Baird 

6 Gelanos 

Talent & Merit 

H Skelly Rev 

‘Secret Service’ 

Fox (18) 

‘Stars of Y'st’rday’ 

Eva Tanguay 

Hank Brown 

Hi Tom Ward 

Rice & Cady 

Sylvia & Joyce 

Cho Cho 

Harrison Co 

Al’x'nder & Evelyn 

Corinne 

Michigan (18) 

Brooke Johns 

Chuis Carlton 

Burnoff 3 

Jeannie Lang 

Crooning Nealy 

Little Johnny 

‘The Deceiver’ 

PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (18) 

‘Rhythm in Blue’ 

Emmet Welch Co 

Pease Nelson Co 

Harry Hines 

Tlartley & Alvers 

Ring & Emmett 

Endell & Dunigan 

Arley Tr 

C Sharoe & M 
Grand (18) 

Jack Pepper 

Alan Reno 

Muriel Kaye 

PROVIDENCE 
Fay'’s (18) 

Bernice Stone 

Les Amb’a'd’r Co 

McDonald 3 

Peters & La Buff 

Nelson & Nelson 

Schreck & Armst’g 

Marionette Co 

Randow Co 

Carlos Co 

‘Working Girls’ 








“HEC 


TOR” 


AND PALS 


A DOGG 


¥ IDEA 


“Let That Airedale Out" 











Loew | 





Boulevard 
ist haif (26-29) 
Whitey Roberts 


Radiolites 
Roscoe Ails Co 
Nagle Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Ford & Whitey 
R'deliffe & Rogers 
W’'ms & Rogers Rv 
(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist half (26-29) 
Lee & Sherr Bros 
4 Monitors 
Sully & Thomas 
Sylvia Clark Co 
Yacopis 
2nd half (30-1) 
Dixie Hamilton 
La Salle Co 
(Three to fill) 
Paradise (26) 
Bradna’s Circus 
State (26) 
Vox & Walters 
Georgie Price 
6 Galenos 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
lst half (26-29) 
Marcel D’Obert 
Jones & Hull 





Murphy & Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Whitey Roberts 
Joe-May & Dotty 
Olsen & B’gham Co 
(Two to fill) 


46th St. 
Ist half (26-29) 
2 Rascals 
Johnny Hyman 


O’Connor Fam 
Olsen & Bingham 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Hal-Hazel, Cassell 
Frohman Co 
K & Q of Rhythm 
(Two to fill) 

Gates Ave. 

ist half (26-29) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Joe-May & Dotty 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
N Arnaut & Bros 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
Will Morris 
Lee & Sherr 
Murphy Co 
(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (26) 
Rialto Bros Co 
Eve'n Wilson Co 
A Robbins 














Ali Wet 

Paul Mall 

Balcolm Orch 

PORTLAND, ORE. 
Keith’s (26) 

3 Allison Sis 

Dick Henderson 

Kramer & Boyle 

Rimac’s Orch 

(19) 

Wallace Sis 

Bob Nelson 

Owen McGivney 

Anger & Fair 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (26) 

Kitymas 

J & B Brown 

Rathburn Co 

Edith Bow 

Dr Rockwell Co 

(19) 
Daro & Costa Rev 
Maker & Redford 





(Four to fill) 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
Edler & Reed Bros 

Ashley Paige 
Marion Sunshine 
3 Swifts 
(One to fill) 
2a half (30-1) 
Dorothy Co 
May Joyce 
Thomas Saxotette 
LaBelle Pola 
(One to fill) 
SPRINGFL’D, ILL. 
Keith's 
ist half (26-29) 
La Bélle Pola 
Jack Major 
Meyers Lubow & R 
2d half (31-1) 
Bob Dupont 
Maidie & Ray 








Featured in F. 
M 


JACK SIDNEY 


& M. “Manhattan 
ERRY CHRISTMAS 








Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 
Mangenn Girls 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith's 

Ist half (26-29) 
Blackstone 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (30-1) 
Joe Peanuts 
Frank Salerno 
Talent & Merit 
Seiler & Wills 





Gerber Co 

-LOUIS 

Keith’s (25) 

Harris 2 & Loretta 
Slim Timblin Co 
Irene Rich Co 
Jerome & Grey 
Olivette Co 

(18) 


Pepito 

Gracie Barry 

M & A Skeily 
Eddie Stanley 
Rose’s Midgets 





Wishes every one a Very Merry Christmas. 
Week Dec. 24—RKO Majestic, San Antonio, Tex. 
Dir. BERNARD BURKE, Jack Curtis Office. 











Webb & Lane 
2d half (23-25) 
Paul Remos 
Madeline Patrice 
(Three to fill) 
SACRAMENTO 
Plaza (26) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 


(19) 
Lita Wales 
Deimar's Rev 
SALT LAKE CITY 





Plaza (26) 
Aussie & Crech 
Fle Lewis 





ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (26) 
Atlas Lamarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 


(19) 
Yokt Japs 
Honey Boys 
Willis & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
SYRACUSE 
Kelth’s (26) 
3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
Gordon Co 
Cole Bros 
(19) 








“THE INTERNATIONAL JESTERS” 


CLIFFORD and MARION 


Week Dee. 23-25: Loew's Bay Ridge, B’klyn 














The Kitvamas 

J & B Brown 
Vernon Rathburn 
Edith Bow 

Dr Rockwell Co 


TACOMA 
Keith’s (26) 
Robinson DeWitt 
Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(19) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac’s Orch 


TOLEDO 
Rivoli (26) 
4 Casting Stars 
Mae Usher 
Charles Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Loy & Lee 


(19) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 


TORONTO 
Hippodrome (26) 
James Evans 
Roger Williams 
Daphne Pollard 
Pollock Co 
Morris & Campbell 

(19) 
Case Bros & Marie 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Ruby Norton 
Mel Klee 
Harry Kahne 


ist half (26-29) 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
Senna & Dean 
Oscar Lorraine 
Porcelain Romance 

2d half (30-1) 
Keroli Bros 
Milt Douglas 
Healy & Cross 
Manny King Co 

2a half (28-25) 
Rogan & Trigger 
Heller & Reilly 
Count Bernivici 

VANCOUVER 

Keith's (26) 
Charles Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 





Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLallen 
(19) 
3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems Fitz & M 
Ledova 
WASHINGTON 
Kelth’s (26) 
Whiteside A & B 
Ward & Van 
Violet Carlson 
Harry Langdon 
Mangean Intert'ls 
(1, only) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
M & A Skelly 
George Beatty 
WINNIPEG 
Capitol (26) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcelila’s Dancers 
19 


( 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
Emil Boreo 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
Great Johnson 
Gloria Foy Co 
Bill Teelack Co 
Sidewalks 
2d half (30-1) 
Kay Hamilton 
Gus Shy Co 
Colleano Fam 
2d half (23-25) 
Agemos 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
Addie Hanley 
YOUNGSTOWN, 0O. 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-29) 
Deteregoes 
Murray & Allen 
Joe Herbert Co 
Rose's Midgets 
2a half (30-1) 
6 Danvills 
Lubin Lowry & A 
Boyd Senter 
York & King 
2d half (23-25) 
Russian Art Circus 
Wilton Sis 
Bert Walton 
Carl Freed Co 


Dixie Hamilton 
Lewis & Moore Co 
Welch & Hills 
(Two to filly 
2nd half (30-1) 
W Sharples Co 
Joe Browning 
Fields-Smith & F's 
(Two io fill) 
Valencia (26) 
Gordon-Reed & K’'g 
J Blank Co 
B Lightner Co 
ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 
ist half (26-29) 
Williams & D’aney 
Frohman Co 
Roy & Romero Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
J Cook & Co 
Hartley & Alvarez 
Jones & Hull 
S Morton Co 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (26) 
Ted Claire 
J & M Mason 
Jerry & Grands 
Phelps Twins 
Burns & Kissen 
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NEWARK Eddie Garr Jim ‘Toney Co JERSEY CIty 
_ Keith's (76) Edward's A oat ° ; ai s * Hale's Co bea ‘e (26) 
Fane ataste Don Vaieri> Picture Theatres $ Ist half (26-29) C'lton & Ballew 


Charlotte Ayers 
Kerns Sis = 
Don Howard 
MONTREAT, 
Loew's (26) 
6 De Cardos 
56 Hot Shots 
Rini & Sis 
F Melino Co 
C’gham & C'm’s ce 
NEWARK 
State (26) 
Harrison's Circus 
Block & Sully 
Allan Reno Orch 
(Two to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (26) 
Davis Gang 
SYRACUSE 
State (26) 
Iral Yates 
Larry Adler 
3 Rio Bros 
Maddox & Mack 
WASH’GTON, D. c, 
Loew's (36) 
Conrad Nagel 
Eleano King 





Billy House 











10 KIKUTAS JAPS 
LES GHEZZIS 


Open 
For Fanchon & Marco 
Shortly 
Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 











‘BOSTON 
Orpheum (26) 
La Salle & Mack 
3 McCann Sis 
Tom & R Romaine 
G Withers Co 
Jean-Lynton Rev 
CLEVELAND 
State (26) 
Tinty Town Rev 
Donahue & Pal 
3 Brown Buddies 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (26) 
Gt Nicola 


-. 





3 Jacks 
Lea Penman 
Terry Green 
Thos Coppe 
YONKERS 
Loew's 
ist half (26-29) 


Joe Browning 
Morton Co 
(Three to 

2nd haif 
4 Monitors 
Faye & Mack 


fill) 
(30-1) 





Lillian Morton 
Jones Co 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Audubor (25) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 

Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & a Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (25) 
‘Circus Days’ I 


Estelita 
Brancel & Pals 
Spanish Ens 
Uptown (25) 
‘Co-eds’ I 
Sussey & Case 
Hubert Dyer 
Grif'th & Weston 
Doyle 56 
Jack Frost 
Lois & Tudy 





Accordian 6 








CARNEY and JEAN 
GLOOM CHASERS 


Care of LEDDY & SMITH 








Bee Starr 

St Leon Co 

Hooper & Gatchett 

Nelson's Elephants 

Sayton Co 
ATLANTA 
Fox (25) 

‘Roxy Theatre’ I 

Betty Froos 





Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (25) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washingtos 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlohic 








HARRY 


SAVOY 


BATTLIN’ THE BLUES 
For LEDDY & SMITH 








Johnny Bryant 
Anthony & Rogers 
Crawford & Caskey 
BOSTON 
Ee (25) 
‘All at Sea’ 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 
June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox (25) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louis Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 








Margaret A Head 
Sunkist Ens 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (25) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Jim McDonald 
Armanda Chirot 
Vincent Yerro 
Noree " 
Sunkist Ens 
3 Samuels Bros 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Indiana (25) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’s W'd'ttes 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 








Hace 


Bure. 


TOILETRIES 





Are Avaliable at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46th St.. New York 
Try My Lip Rouge Sticks (All Shades), $.75 








BUFFALO 
Buffalo (25) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & 8S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (25) 
‘Happy Days’ 
Art Frank 
‘Delicious’ 


Oriental (25) 
‘Parasols 1 
Sheldon & Sherry 
Capt W Mauss 
Mignone 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 


Paradise (25) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Joe Jackson 
Dolores Ed-Doug’s 
David Robel 
James LaMarr 
B de Valery Girls 

Tivoli (25) 
‘Ia Plaza’ I 
Les Gellis 
Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 
Chiquita 





Eduardo Delgado 
Agustin Palafax 





JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (25) 
‘German Echoes’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
4 Entertainers 


MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (25) 
‘Tintypes’ I 
Pressiar & Kiaiss 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (25) 
‘Stage Door’ l 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 


MOBILE 

Saenger (25) 
‘Art Gallery’ I 
Felovis 
Eddie Cole 
Bob Andy & Todd 
Josephine 
Gathalots 
Olga & Lester 
Herculean 3 
LaMarr Bros 
Mavis & Ted 


(Continued on page 54) 
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More Erlanger Office Employes 
Testify Against Charlotte Fixel 





The case of Charlotte Fixel, 
tempting to establish the right to 
contest the will of A. L. Er 
drawing 


at- 


langer, 


deceased, is to a close, or 


this phase of it. Lust week wit- 


nesses Who were of the Erlanger 


menage, cffice or home, paraded in- 


timate details, it being the second 


vreek of the defense. 
It developed that the present 
rien is 


the 


before Surrogate O'B 
not the actual of 
Should it be decided that Miss Fixel 
was Erlanger’s common law wife, 
the will contest would follow. Either 
way on appeal the matter may drag 


hearing 


contest will. 


along indefinitely with the estate 
tied up. 

George W. Lederer, close to the 
late showman, testified he intro- 
duced Miss Fixel, professionally 
known as Lesley, to Erlanger in 
1902. She was placed in a show 
called ‘Bluebeard,’ at the Casino. 
She and Erlanger were much in 
each other’s company thereafter. 


Lederer said he was once in Er- 
langer’s office when Miss Lesley 
called and that the showman sent 


$20 out to her by the office boy. It 
appears it was a weekly visit. Er- 
langer told him, Lederer said, that 
‘I am paying $18,000 a year alimony 
to my former wife and never intend 
to marry again.’ Erlanger’s wife 
went to Paris to reside after the 
divorce. 
Aaron’s Testimony 

Alfred E. Aarons, former general 
n.anager for Klaw & Erlanger, tes- 
tified that Madeline Donnelly (Mrs. 
John J. Dillon) had not always re- 
garded Miss Fixel with the same ad- 
miration she indicated in her testi- 
mony. He said she told him that 
nothing Miss Fixel did would sur- 
prise her and ‘the whole thing is a 
nasty mess and I resent being in 
this atmosphere.’ Miss Dennelly 
had once alluded to Erlanger as a 
‘cold blooded murderer,’ having 
compelled her to work up to the 
time her child was born in still 
birth. 

Steuer on cross - examination 
wanted to know if it was not true 
that Aarons had been discharged by 
Erlanger. The witness replied that 
he had been framed, adding that for 
two years prior to his dismissal, Er- 
langer was in no condition to talk to 
employees and seemed to be under 
the influence of drugs. Aarons re- 
called a department store calling up 
for an approval of a charge account 
in the name of Mrs. Erlanger and 
that Erlanger answered there was 
no Mrs. Erlanger. 

James Mahoney, Erlanger’s valet 
for several months in 1929, caused 
a mild sensation saying Miss Fixel 
had expressed the wish that Er- 
langer would die and that she gave 
him powerful pills during the last 
illness. The witness said he took 
one and slept for 12 hours. Al- 
though he did not believe the con- 
testant contributed to Erlanger’s 
death, ‘she hated him, she had no 
respect for him.’ 

The valet said that 
fore Erlanger died, Miss Fixel said 
she would take him and the cook 
to Europe when she came into the 
property. She didn’t think he would 
live three months, a fortune-teller 
had told her so. Mahoney also said 
Miss Fixel frequently came to him 
to aid in getting dressed and occa- 
sionlly she was attired in a slip or 
bloomers. He also said he thought 
the contestant and the Dillions were 
plotting against his employer. 

Anderson Indefinite 

F. Richard Anderson, present 
general manager of the Erlanger 
office, said he never heard Erlanger 
refer to Miss Fixel as his wife, but 
recalled one time when he called her 
‘the Queen of Holland.’ On cross- 
examination he admitted he had 
sent flowers to ‘Mrs. Erlanger’ and 
she had been introduced in his (An- 
derson’s) home as such. Asked how 
he construed the relationship he re- 


shortly be- 


plied: ‘I didn’t know, it was none of 
my business.’ 

_Milando Pratt, Jr., auditor of the 
Erlanger office, testified he made 


out Erlanger’s personal income tax 
returns and the showman always 
described himself as single. He said 
he gave checks to the contestant 
at various times, made out to Char- 
Jotte Fixel or Charlotte Lesley. Also 
that he paid bills made out in the 
name of Mrs. A. Ll. Erianger. 
During the te stimony John / 
one cf Pratt's office assistants, 
detected signaling to the witness 
and Was ousted from court. Pratt 
— he had not noticed the sig- 
la S. 
: John Emerson, 
estified that for 10 years prior to 
lMrlanger’s death he regarded the 
man as unmarried and had never 
heard him refer to a wife. 
“ Murray Lachman, an assistant in 
pl Dillingham office, and not Mare 
ichman, the press agent, testified 
to some spicy details earlier in the 


golla, 
was 


the playwright 





Long Engagement 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 


One Curry Misrepresents Himself 
as Reporter on ‘Variety’ 

One, Curry, representing himselt | 
as of the ‘Variety’ staff, 
asking stage and screen 
interviews. 

Identity of this Curry remains in 
the dark. 

The impostor sought an interview 
with Claire Luce, presently rehears- 
ing in a new legit show. He de- 
clared he was on ‘Variety anc 
stated he was preparing 


has been} 


stars tor | 


biog r 





Harry grand found the 
world’s champion kibitzer. 

He’s kibitzing the five-year 
construction job on Boulde1 


Dam, 


JENNIE DOLLY GIVING 














Paris, Dec. 8. 

A few years back Jennie Dolly 
;opened a ritzy dressmaking estab- 
} 
| lishment on the Champs Elysees 
‘and ran an orphanage with its 
| profits. It has been busted by the 
current slump. 
At a time when the best houses 
'are selling models under $40, Jenny 
is in the red and prefers closing, 


especially since the help she hired 
for her charitable work have taken 
advantage of her for the most part. 

The Dolly house closes before 
Christmas. A few of the employes 
will obtain employment in another 
of Jennie’s ventures. 

Jennie’s kind-heartedness is al- 
ways getting her into trouble, as 
instanced by what she experienced 
lfrom the French Government when 
she wanted to adopt two French 
kiddies, finally resulting in her 
adopting two Hungarian children. 
Jennie and her sister, Rosie, just 
divorced, are currently in Paris, 
where they have just been joined 
by their father, Julius Dolly. 


Belle Is Back in Reno, as 
‘Too Many Sheriffs in Tex’ 





Reno, Dee. 21. 
Trying to find a place to light, 
3elle Livingston returned to Reno 


around for a 
little 


a few days ago to look 
“cozy spot to set up a homey 
night club.” 

‘Too many sheriffs down in Tex- 
as,’ she declared. ‘Have to brush off 
the chairs to keep from sitting on 
‘em. Reno is a nice place and I 
want to camp right here. Did not 
do so well in my first venture, but 
I'll get by.’ 

Belle’s original night club with 
its cowshed atmosphere is dark and 
a lot of fine equipment. .is going to 
waste, But the creditors of the re- 
sort know as much about running a 
night club as Belle does about the 
Chinese war, so they are waiting for 
some angel to come along and take 
the place off their hands. 

In connection with her prospec- 
tive new club La Belle says she’s 
going to open an information bu- 
reau for bewildered divorce as- 
pirants of New York who don’t 
know what Reno is all about. 

‘Just write to Belle’ will be the 
bureau’s calling card. Then any 
malcontent who wants ‘a Reno lib- 
erty bond can get in ‘touch with 

3elle, she says, and get all the in- 
side stuff on divorces. 


Young Bill Morris Weds 


Bill Morris, Jr., celebrated his 
parents 35th wedding anniversary, 
Dec. 18, by getting married. 

Ceremony was performed by 
Mayor Walker at the City Hall, 
after which an impromptu wedding 
dinner was attended by both 
families, along with the Lastfogels, 
Sam Swartzman and Borrah Minne- 
vitch., 

The bride is Rose J. Freed, non- 
pro. The couple left the next day 
for a two weeks’ cruise on the ‘Re- 
liance.’ 











week. He traveled with the pair to 
Europe in 1928, as secretary and he 
said Erlanger referred to the con- 
testant as a ‘dangerous woman. 
Lachman also said the deceased had 
| told him he had given Miss Fixel 
| jewelry and real estate and that ‘if 
anything happens to me, is well 
| provided for, 
Lancy Johnson, a 
long in Erlanger’s employ, said 
Fixel was always referred to 


she 
colored frroom 
Miss 
undei 


ithat name, but admitted tradespeo- 
| ple were accustomed to addressing 
‘her as Mrs. Erlanger. 


of personalities. Calling up ‘Va- 
| tiety’ in the thought of arranging 
| the interview, Miss Luce le 
| the misrepresentation. 
Curry sought interviews’ with 
others, including Francine Larri- 
|} more. The latter, taking no chances, 
|cant’ be approached without an of- 
ficial reporter’s police card, which | 
j all persons in doubt as to identity | 
| should inquire for. 
| All ‘Variety’ reporters 
identification. 


4% 
SITS ARE 
REDEPOSITED 


8,000 
trade 


arned of 


earry this 


Despite the campaign of 


Christmas clubs to stimulate 
by urging the wise expenditure of 
the $600,000,000 that has a 
lated among 12,000,000 


42% of the entire amount has been 


cumu- 
members, 


re-deposited in permanent accounts 
for 
shopping this December. 


rather than used Christmas 


This marks an increase of more 


than 4% of the Christmas savings 





re-deposited in other years. 


In spite of conditions, the total 
savings of the Christmas clubs is 
only slightly smaller than that of 
last year, but the $252,000,000 being 
re-distributed in permanent ac- 
counts indicates the present uncer- 
tainty of public opinion, 

Not even Christmas hysteria, with 
its customary trade inflation, can 
distract the mass mind from the in- 
stability of present employment and 
general business conditions. The 
man with $100 saved for a Christ- 
mas blow-out prefers to keep $42 of 
that amount against the necessities 


FRAUDULENT INTERVIEWER ¢ 


aphies } 


| 
| 
| 


MAS CLUB 





| means,’ 


People Have 


—3 


Said Perfectly Lousy 


Things About Me, Says Jean Harlow 





+ 
e ° 
Calif. Kickback 
Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 
Day the mercury hit its low- 
est level here since the Spanish 
failed to take up their option 
the Better Business Bureau 
was crowded with eastern 
visitors 
They wanted to register 
complaints of fraudulent ad- 
rtising against tl All Year 
Club of Southern California. 














‘PENNY CADGERS GROSS | 





ambition of Jean Harlow’s 
to be known as a good 


The 
life is 
woman, 


Her platinum head resting 
against the rich damask of a May- 
fair House chair, her smiling face 
meticulously groomed until each 
mascaraed eye-lash stood apart 
from the other, the screen girl be- 


moaned the roles she has been play- 
ing. 


‘There are two distinct people: 
the Jean Harlow that’s Me, and the 
Jean Harlow I see on the screen, 


I'm tired of being 
Laebags ularly 


that girl. Fans, 
feminine picture-goers, 


BETTER THAN HI- HATS | hate her. I'm beginning to hate her 
myself,’ declared Miss Harlow, idly 
Se | flicking the ash from her cigarette. 
‘ | ‘I wore a low-cut gown, and over- 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
j night, I became a hussy. People 
The ‘buddy, could you let me have’ | ins ave said perfectly lousy things 
crowd has given itself a cut. In- | about me,’ complained the disgrun- 
stead of a nickel or a dime for aj tled Hollywoodite. ‘And I don’t 
ip of coffee, it’s just two cents blame them. 
some want and no reasons ad- ‘I’ve portrayed a series of aban- 
vanced. doned wretches whose wickedness 
| Downtown touches have been for|'S never explained, never condoned, 
| pennies for some time, usually with | never accounted for. How can I 
| the gag they're needed to make up expect audience sympathy when I 
|& seven-cent carfare. It's a new /have none for the parts I have been 
low for Hollywood, though. forced to play? 





| 


From the professional angle the r W a merge was preparing 
gross is as good or better at the “oo or oor 3 bor re my next re- 
Ss , 
modest scale. Response percentage | cae ‘ p> sa e€ * Nige  a! 
. oO 
is higher, and if the prospect digs; peerage 4 per “gg he all, ; drank 
and finds no pennies he usualiy | ®* 2 oe, ee 1a 
: en |I’m hoping will break the jinx that 
parts with a nickel. 
|} has typed me as an unpleasant 
| menace.’ 
; cil The Women Pay 
of another potentially ‘cold and ’ : 
frosty morning.’ Miss Harlow, when she's not busy 
gay . -uffli , raves - 
Rather than accept whole-heart- Sane at the waves of oe lustrous | 
edly the C. F. C.’s slogan—pub- | eaten acum pe a ana -_ her 
licized by merchants, newspapers areer omen are the back- 


and banks—to ‘spend wisely, but not 
extravagently, 
those who had the fore- 
thought to save for Xmas are hold- 
ing on to almost half the amount 
deposited for holiday expenditure. 
The Seamen’s Bank for Savings 
has 6,000 Christmas club accounts, 
the greatest number of any bank in 
New York City, while the Bowery 
Savings Bank, inclusive of iis three 
branches, has 1,300 accounts, esti- 
mated at an average of $100 a de- 
positor. 
The 
funds 


of Christmas 
accumulated 


amount 
have 


total 
which 


City is estimated at $80,000,000, 








N. Y.'s Biggest Carnival in Macy's Toy 
Dept., with Barkers on Commission 





The biggest, noisiest, most crowd- 
ed carnival that ever hit New York 
is now in its third capacity week 
at Macy’s toy department. Without 
benefit of tents or summer skies, 
this flourishing midway will play to 
250,000 children alone before it ends 
its four-week season Dec. 24. 


Ushered in by a huge parade 
complete with clowns, bands and 
throw - aways on Thanksgiving 


Day, Macy’s fifth floor carnival has 
been drawing an average of 6,000 
children a day, with attendance in- 
creasing consistently as it nears the 
end of its run. Figures are available 
on children only, checked by the 
number of free gift packages that 
the carnival’s Santa Clauses dis- 
tribute daily to the little ones. Each 
child is accompanied by approxi- 
mately one parent and one well 
wisher; add adults on their own, 
and grand total will explain the 
wisdom of arranging for a running 
interference on the part of timid or 
physically delicate customers who 
are serious about getting near 
enough to the 
sive them their money. 
Fair grounds occupy the 
fifth floor of Macy’s Seventh avenue 
building, and are beginning, because 
of the overflow, to usurp floor 
in the adjacent Broadway building. 


entire 





space 





Santa Claus, Eugene Todd, the only 
living Santa Claus who grows his 
own beard, and whose bona fide 
whiskers have been photographed 
by newsreels for Xmas spirit clips, 
nands out 800 boxes an’hour until 
he collapses. His assistant, Jay 
Regan, a veteran legitimate actor, 
then ascends his throne and carries 
on, 

All the appurtenances of a county 
fair save 2 shell game flourish on 
Macy’s midway, but the gambling 
instinct is not wholly neglected. A 
fish pond, where for 47 cents a try, 
the customers are promised a sealed 
surprise package containg easily 95 
cents worth of toys, has all the 
youngsters tugging at their mothers’ 
skirts; the loudly ballyhooed sug- 
gestion of more than your money's 


worth is just as alluring to mama. 
Their Own Barkers 

Each kind of toy has its own 

| booth and is hawked by its own 

barker. Under the guise of dem- 

onstrating toys, a Hindu magician 


concessionaires to | 


} 


| Wild 
| little 


lical a 


| 
Ecalators, stairways and special ex- 
| press elevators take up the throngs 
who assemble outside the doors 
leven before the store opens. Get- 
| ting out again is a problem that 
}each individual must solve for him- 
elf. 
| The Come-On 
Free cift boxes for the children 
ine the come-on. Maey's © chiel 


magic, a man 
steadily on a 
pogo stick, another bounds and 
off a huge ball. There is a 
West Trading Post to shelter 
boys’ and Indian suits; | 
music beckons the 
the musical toys 
airplanes and 
the ceiling. Mechan- 
ancing dolls supply the Fatima 
pop gun department 
gallery The wiid 
stuffed, but 
are realistically 


feats of 
and down 


performs 
jumps up 
on 


rubber 


cowboy. 
custom- 

section. 
dirigible 


strange 
ers to 
Captive 
whirr along 
element The 
is the shooting 
only 
roars 
Min 


vonders leave the 


animals 
mechanical 
t 


are 


rocious, iature replicas of 


scientific 


; | bone of box-office popularity, Why 


according to present | 


within a 40-mile radius of New York | 


}and Mother are with me in 


should I deliberately alienate them 
by enacting creatures that all wom- 
'en loathe? It is foolhardy to invite 
| their criticism and contempt. A 
|sordid heroine can be sympathetic 
only when she is clearly a victim 
|of circumstances. I like that sort 
| of part. It’s meaty and affords op- 
portunity of characterization. I've 
| just finished a picture for MGM in 
lwhich I play a bad girl who, in- 
| stead of being atmospheric menace, 
{motivates the sympathy of the en- 
tire film. I enjoyed working, and 
I think I. did a good job—much bet- 
ter than the wooden, indifferent 
at es I’ve played in the past.’ 








At this moment, a handsome, 
middle-aged gentleman rapped on 
the door of the Harlow suite. 
‘Let me present my father, 
3ello,’ said Miss Harlow. 


Mr. 
‘Father 
New 
York. I'm up at nine for press ap- 


_— 


|/pointments and rehearsals of the 


numbers I’m doing on my personal 
appearance tour, starting in Phila- 
delphia. And another thing,’ she 
amplified, massing powers of indig- 
nation, ‘tell all who are interested 
that I’m a reali platinum blonde and 
can prove it by family snapshots 
taken in Kansas City when I was 
seven years old. 

‘I don’t know a soul in New York. 
In fact, I think I'll advertise for 
some eligible young man to take me 
dinner dancing. Ill convince the 
public that I'm a nice girl if I have 
to go out and buy some long under- 
wear, spectacles and a black wig.’ 








| 
| 


| manufacturer of 
| demonstrating, or 
! (who in 


| sional 
| ers, currently on the up and up be- 


their | 


yvokels r 


open-mouthed at their minutely 
scaled wizardry. Each booth is 
filled with fascination, as the 


grown-ups gape longingly at toys 
that only children are supposed to 


| enyoy. 


hired either by the 
the toy they are 
by Macy's direct 
turn is reimbursed by the 
manufacturer for the demonstra- 
according to one of the 
put such eloquence 
into their spiels~ 
because they earn commissions 
Many of them are profes- 
street and carnival bark- 


The hawkers, 


tor’s salary. 
demonstrators, 


and enthusiasm 


too, 


cause of Macy’s stringent regula- 


tions. 

This department store midway 
|'demands blue suits and starched 
{collars on its spielers, and frowns 


upon references to ‘better than gold’. 


One of the old-time  ballyhooers, 
now respectable in the toy engine 
fleld, spends his lunch hour leaning 
against a building at the intersec- 
tion of 34th street and Sixth avé- 
nue, because he says wistfully. It@ : 


so quiet and peaceful there.’ 
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Hollywood Sports Take Flashy Way; 
No Exertion and Much Publicity 





Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
of sports, but few 
is a shoe that fits Holly- 


Thousands 
sportsmen, 
wood rather well. Plenty of flash in 
the sport line to attract attention 
and aid in personal ballyhoo, but 
seldom can a man be found who is 
engaged in his favorite sport due 
to his love for it. 

In Hollywood a hundred picture 
names can be found who own 
yachts. Of that number only one 
or two operate sailboats. The rest 
are content to brave the sea be- 
tween here and Catalina, 25 miles, 
in cabin cruisers. They prefer the 
comforts of a show case to the 
sport of sailing. 


Few Trout Fishermen 


Numberless are the men who en- 
joy fishing, but in their ranks less 





than a dozen will take to the moun- 
tains in search of trout. They pre- 
fer to do their fishing in the back 
of a motor boat in search of the 
big sea fish that inhabit the South- 
ern California coast waters. When 
a Dig one comes along there is the 
professional fisherman to land him 
and a photographer to record the 
‘fisherman’s’ prowess. 

Noah Beery has a trout farm in 
the mountains where some of the 
picture mob enjoy going after trout. 
But it’s strictly a farm where the 
trout are bred and the fishing is 
done from comfortable stances on 
the side of artificial pools. 

Prize dogs and horses are owned 
by plenty of picture people. Still 
none of them are ever seen show- 
ing thetr prizes. Instead they em- 
ploy professional exhibitors to put 
their pets through their paces. 
Again the photographer is handy 
to expose plates on the names and 
their prize winning stock. 

Prefer Golf 

Spirit of sport among Holly- 
wood's great is confined to golf ana 
tennis. In both these sports minor 
picture people excel, the names 
falling by the wayside in competi- 
tion. 

Hunting, where physical prowess 
and ability are essential, is prac- 
tically out among the picture mob. 
Mountain country here is plenti- 
fully stocked with big game, and 
now and then a few picture people 
set out for a deer. When they do, 
it looks like an African hunting ex- 
pedition. They travel with every- 


usually come back with a jackrab- 
bit. Last faH a number of picture 
execs did a bit of hunting in Utah 
but never got their bag back to 
Hollywood. They were after deer 
and managed to get a few, but they 
were does and protected. Execs had 
their equipment confiscated and 
paid heavy fines. That about ended 
the hunting ambitions of Holly- 
wood. 


Anything tougher than 18 holes 
of golf, four sets of tennis, three 
hours of bridge or a crap game is 
counted as a major sport by the 
local big wigs. 


Recently a number of picture peo- 
ple have been going for polo. It’s 
snappy, denotes wealth and permits 
them to be described as sportsmen 
in the public prints. But teams 
manned by picture names, with the 
exception of one, have at least one 


ace polo player, not in pictures, to 
carry the ball and spot it for a} 
goal. Rest of the boys manage to 
get in their opponents’ way. Which 


is one way of winning any game. 


WIVES OF BEAUTY SHOP 
OWNER BATTLE FOR HIM 


Two women battled in a beauty 
shop at 15 West 45th street over 
which one is the wife of Henry 
Pasquier, hair dresser and joint op- 
erator of the beauty shop. 

Charlotte Pasquier, 35, buxom, 200 
Deal road, Island Park, L. I., claims 
that she is the separated wife of 
Henry and that the latter owes her 
alimony of $3,000. 

Marguerite, younger than Char- 
lotte, claims Henry. “Henry is my 
husband,” Marquerite told Magis- 
trate Gotlieb. 

Henry was not in court. 

Charlotte came to the well filled 
beauty shop to collect some alimony. 
Henry was shaving. Marguerite 
asked Charlotte her mission. Hot 
words. Charlotte is alleged to have 
vigorously wielded an umbrella. 
Henry fled. And Marguerite gave 
a good account of herself. 

Patrolman John Clark arrested 
Charlotte on the complaint of Mar- 





guerite. The charge was disorder- 
ly conduct. 
Magistrate Gotlieb suspended 


sentence on Charlotte and advised 





thing except a private bath and 





her to remain away from the beauty 
shop. She promised she would. 
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GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


THE GOOD FAIRY 


“Is one of the few triple-starred, im- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILLER’S Thea., 124 W. 43d St. 
Eves. 8:50, 





FRED & ADELE 


FRANK 
ASTAIRE ' MORGAN 


The BAND WAGON 


HE of eatecr REVUE 


New Amsterdam ©. . 42 St. Evs.8:30. Mts. Wed.-Sat. 





MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
Be ae gi ae pw heard lovelier 
music in its life.”’—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B'way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Bale. Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Matinees Wednesday and Saturday, 2:30. 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


PLAYHOUSE 4th, E. of Bway 


Evenin Ss 8:45 
Evs. Best Seats $3. Mats. Wed. iat. 2:30 


SPECIAL MATS. | ITTLE WOMEN 


THIS WEEK 
Thurs., 2:30; Sat. at 11 A.M. 


Pa Norma SHEARER 


ROBERT MONTGOMERY in 


“PRIVATE LIVES” 


A Metre-Goidwyn-Mayer Picture 


ane Iw s Xmas Party 
Stage Revue, Yasha Bunchuk 


APITOL *v4 4 











Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40. 


BRODERICK LOSCH| 
iN 





Broadway an 
47th Strect . 
and Last Record. Breaking 
















Third 


FRANKENSTEIN 
COLIN CLIVE 
AE CLARKE | 


JOHN BOLES 


Broadway and 

47th Street 
EDDIE GEORGE 
CANTOR A JESSEL 


BENNY MEROFF & BAND 
JANET READE 
BURNS & ALLEN 


Matinee Daily 2:20 Last Weeks! 


1. ST. suze | 


pF Shews 
Wednesday to Friday, Dec. 23 to 25 


CONAN DOYLE’s 
“SPECKLED 
BAND” 










a and 3d Ave. 
86:1). ST. 


Continueus Shows 


Wednesday te Friday, Dec. 23 te 25 
CONAN DOYLE’S 
“SPECKLED BAND” 


BARRY & WHITLEGE 
and ether KAO Acts 


O pa Y SEVENTH AVENUE 
“MAKER OF MEN” 


AT 60th STREET 
with JACK HOLT 


RUTH ETTING and huge Stage Show 
I ’ h M 
and the De Marcos— Famous. Sytphons ~—— 




















Gist St. 





Beginning Friday, Janet GAYNOR and 
Charles FARRELL in “Deticious” = | 


TOM COULDN'T TAKE IT 
FROM KING LEVINSKY 


By JACK PULASKI 
A heavyweight mug with the 
ridiculous name of King Levinsky 
who Joe Humphries said ‘emigrated 
from the Bronx’ to Chicago, where 
he made a ring rep, socked the 
famed Tommy Loughran around SO] 





he earned the distinction of beating | 
the master boxer of his day. 
ran was as high as four te one 
the betting. ‘That 
night for the gamblers. 


in| 


name. Not so long ago he 


from a knock-down. So Loughran 
knew what he was up against. Looks 
like Tommy was a bit over-con- 
fident and his defeat indicates he 
is on the way out. 


The same Levinsky met the hulk 
called Carnera and the Loop boys 
thought he won that bout too. 
the records it was a win from 
Primo. Only fighter who toppled 
Loughran before around these parts 
except Jack Sharkey, was Leo Lom- 
ski, who was knocked so cold 


of since. 
that Levinsky is nobody's setup. 
King is in for some big money. 
A bad house saw a good show, but 
that was because the fans figured a 
left hand exhibition by Loughran 
would be the fare. One egg after 
the exciting final remarked that 
Levinsky’s win was a Christmas 
present for Jimmy Johnston, the | 
Garden’s new matchmaker. 
the King’s sister is his manager,/| 
she having bought his contract from | 


some skeptical fight manager of | 
Chicago. 
Loughran got the first hard wallop 


one. Tommy was not dropped un- 
one knee. He was knocked over 
late in the fourth and kept the on- 
coming Levinsky away with 
lefts until late in the ninth. 

With about 20 seconds to go sud- 
den lightning struck Loughran and| 
down he went again for the third| 
time. 
and turned him around, hanging on. 
Tommy was so groggy that when)! 
the bell slanged he sat down—but| 
it was Levinsky’s comer and a roar 
came from the crowd. Tom managed 
to stay the limit (10 rounds) but 
that was about all. 


Eats Meat 


Levinsky swung plenty wild and 
once almost knocked the referee 
out of the ring. Before a less clever 
man he may not make so many 
misses, During rest periods one 
handler applied an ice bag to his 
neck, whether he needed it or not. 
They say the King ran a fish shop, 
but he sure is a meat-eater. Also 
he is clownish. Once when Tommy 
was down, the King was perched on 
the top rope in a neutral corner. 

Semi-final started mildly but the 
last five rounds were something. 
Two coast guys, Benny Miller and 
Chick Devlin mixed it up with the 
latter getting the win. Devlin con- 
nected with some hard rights but 
there was no damage and it proved 
Benny can take it. 

In another 10, Stanley Poreda 
stopped Hans Schonrath of Ger- 
many. The visitor was a gory mess 
and s0 out-classed the referee 
stepped in during the fourth round. 


Zittenfield’s Jail Term 


On his plea of guilty to grand 
larceny, Julius Zittenfield, father of 
the 17-year-old swimming Zitten- 
field twins, was sentenced to a term 
of from one year and three months 
to 2% years in General Sessions. 


long | 








of stealing monies from discount 
companies, the total thefts amount- 
ing to nearly $50,000. The specific 
charge on which Zittenfield pleaded 


the Silver Discount Co. by forging 
paper he put up as collateral. 





Blaufox Injured 


Jay Blaufox, formerly press agent 
for the Fox theatre, Brooklyn, and 
recently at B. S. Moss’ Broadway, | 
New York, was injured in an auto- 
mobile accident near Montreal, Can- 
ada, last night (20) 

Blaufox’ car skidded on an icy 





embankment into a four-foot ditch. | 
Both of his-legs were badly hurt. 


The defendant was arrested sev-| 
eral months ago on three charges} 


hard Friday (18) at the Garden th at | 6 rs 
Lough- |}, 


made it a tough! 


Harry Krakow is the socker’s real|the surprise of Mrs 
met | 
Loughran in Chi and although the|/ named What-Ho, 
decision went to the Philadelphian, | thriving 
it was only after Tommy recovered|east and refuses to give the other 
| brothers a chance by 








by |™make a public 
the King that he hasn't been heard | 
Hence it is easy te figure| With unpaid bills. 














Inaccurate Biographies | 


| eur Mark:Bros. | 
By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Few know that the Marx Broth- 



































have been since absorbed by 


Dic< 
tures, others have 





returned to 

are interchangeable, like a/|Mayor Walker's staff and the rest 

nightgown. If Groucho has lum-jare back on the road for What-Ho, 

bagco and can't lift a cigar, the The Marxes will shortly start 

other Marxes change places until|their fourth picture for Paramount 

Zeppo is missing. Then a total|and What-He is calling in his roag 
stranger becomes Zeppo, much to | men. 


s. Zeppo. The more you Know this What-Ho 





There is a fifth Marx brother |the more you get to like him. He 
who has built ajand Zeppo still speak. 
clothing business in the sae sea 


taking them 
on as salesmen. But he does help 
them out by relaying a few gags ‘he 
picks up from out-of-town buyers. 

The Marx boys were born more or 
less somewhere, growing up with 


CHARLESTON MUST PAY 
HIS GRIMACING WIFE 


| Al Smith and naturally adopting Los Angeles, Dec. 21, 
On|many of his mannerisms. As soon Milton B. Charleston, ex-stooge 
las they were housebroken their|for Ken Murray, is in litigation 
mother took them into vaudeville as | with Alberta May Charleston over 
lthe Six Musical Mascots. Even at| whether he should support her or 
l that early age What-Ho refused to|not. He married her in San Fran- 


spectacle of himself 
and remained home to play solitaire 


cisco May 11. ‘The couple signed 
a quits agreement mutually waiving 
property or monetary claims and he 
left her May 12. 

Wife's suit calls his leaving de- 
sertion, says Charleston is earning 
$500 a week and she needs $500 a 
month to live on. She estimates 
husband's necessary expenses as 
probably $375. Husband's answer 
gays he has to have $600 a month 


The Stagger Act 
Later the four brothers decided 
te troupe without skirts and the act 
became the Four Nightingales. 
Harpo played the harp and women, 
Groucho picked the guitar, Chico 
attacked the piano and Zeppo hung 





And | Light Cavalry,’ 


from the King at the end of round | 


til the third, taking the count on | 


| 


He arose, grabbed the King | 


| 


around. The quartet opened with 
‘Poet and Peasant’ and closed with 
then staggered to 
| their dressing room as usual. 

One evening Zeppo swallowed 
land the audience laughed. Where- 
lupon Zeppo demanded more salary. 
Then Harpo bit Chico and the au- 
dience laughed again. This left 
|Zeppo again at scratch. 


for his own expenses, but he had 
only been making $50 a week (last 
September). 

Charleston, now doing a vaude 
single, in cross-complaint says his 
wife has harassed him to start 
supporting her, among other things 
sitting down front when he is on 
the stage and grimacing at his per- 
formance. 





Blated over the success of their Divorce commissioner ordered 
|hoke the brothers gave Zeppo a|Charieston te pay $50 a month 
light dose of chloroform and re- | pending trial. Mrs. Charleston says 
peated their clowning at the next} she is a dancer, last working at 
|performance. ‘Then they wired their Warner’s Hollywood theatre in Au- 
agent for a $25 advance and changed | gust, 1930. 
| their billing to the Four Marx Bros. 

Fooling Broadway C hi ’ D th Date 

Within a few years, which is: no m S 
time at all to a Marx brother, the einai 
|boys were on Broadway fooling Harry Cashin, 24, who was con- 


| going to the Bronx division of New York's unemployment fund. I 
guilty was for stealing $1,137 from'| 


managers. Groucho wore a huge 
moustache but could gst nowhere 
socially, so he shaved it off and 
painted one on. Harpo looked so 
much like Chico he started wearing 
a wig, which almost threw the act 
back Into vaudeville. Zeppo was the 
funniest of the brothers but the 
others induced him to do straight. 
Engaged for pictures by Para- 
mount, the four brothers made 
‘Cocoanuts’ and ‘Animal Crackers’ | 
from scripts of their shows. For 
their third picture, ‘Monkey Busi- 
ness, they had no show script but 
brought 16 gag men to Hollywood 
with them. Some of the gag men 


victed by a jury before Judge Morris 
Koenig in General Sessions last 
week of the murder of Detective 
Christopher Scheuing in a speak- 
easy and night club at 49 Lexing- 
ton avenue on Feb. 19, is due to be 
sentenced to the electric chair to- 
morrow. Cashin was convicted prin- 
cipally on the testimony of Gladys 
Clayton, entertainer, who identified 
him as one of the men who were 
holding up the place when the de- 
tectives entered. 

Although she did not see Cashin 
actually shoot Scheuing, Miss Clay- 
ton testified she saw him fire a shot 
from one of two revolvers he held. 
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A Year Ahead 
Chicago World's Fair, due in 1933, is starting to receive its billing in 
New York. Jack Cohen is handling the tieups. 


After the holidays an ad splurge will be made in Manhattan 


and 
vicinity. 


Big Profit Declined 
Architects for Radio City are reported to have offered William Fex 
three times the price they estimate his property is worth at the corner 
of Sixth avenue and 49th street. Fox refuses to sell and also refuses, it 
is said, to set a price on his small holding right at the edge of the pro- 
posed Radio City. 

The architects are reported to have gone as far as they were author- 
ized in various offers to Fox to buy the plot. 
$7,500 Donation From Wrestling 

The wrestling show at Madison Square Garden last week when Jim 
Londos successfully defended his title again was a benefit affair, proceeds 
t was 
one of the most successful events of its kind. 

Jack Curley, who promoted the card, turned over to the fund a check 
for $7,500. 


1 Up and 1 Down for Basil Gerson 
I, Jay Faggen has closed up his soda fount and sandwich shop adjacen' 
the Lux theatre on Broadway. Overhead too high to offset the s and § 





sale. Seemed as though everybody is on a diet during de depresh. 

Faggen, fermer showman, tried for stage and screen celeb trade. H<« 
| printed their names daily on his menu cards. 

When Poker Face Basil Gerson hears of this he will take credit for 
putting another of his Broadway competitors out of biz. Only recent! 
the St. Regis restaurant, next to the Palace, closed. Just when Bas!! 
was figuring on a new bank balance along comes the Whelan Drug Ce 


(Continued on page 55) 
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After Acting and Directing Days, 


Novarro Going on Concert Tour 








Ramon Novarro, one of the few 
gtars to survive the passing of silent 
films, is on the threshold of a new 
eareer. Within a year, he will have 
tried his wings as a fledgling direc- 
tor and be ready to embark on a 
world concert tour, a life ambition, 
hitherto prevented by the terms of 
his contract with Metro. 

The courtly star will not be lulled 
into false security by present-day 
success. liis vision sees beyond a 
three-year contract which he re- 
cently rejected in favor of a one- 
year agreement that broadens the 
scope of film employment. 

‘The days of a picture star are 
numbered,’ summarized the heart- 
throb of a million housewives. ‘At 
the end of three—five—ten—years, 
MGM might look at me and say, 
‘Ramon, you're getting old. Your 
waistline isn’t what it used to be. 
We've enjoyed having you on our 
lot. Goodbye.’ 

‘That is the prospect every actor 
must face. When it comes to me, I 
shall be prepared, The work of a 
director is limited only by his death 
and ability to project ideas, I want 
the chance to employ all that I have 
learned, all that directors and su- 
pervisors have taught me—and 
learn a great deal more. 

Splitting Credits 

‘At the expiration of my contract 
my concert program will be com- 
plete. I have been assembling ma- 
terial in the small theatre of my 
home in Beverley and I want to do 
a world tour. Picture work is un- 
satisfactory. I look at a film, and 
think, ‘How much of that is the di- 
rector responsible for—how much 
did the author contribute—to what 
extent does its success depend upon 
expert cutting and synchronization?’ 
I want to stand or fall by my work 
alone.’ 

Extracting the barest outline from 
Novarro’s enthusiastic description 
of proposed concertizing, the en- 
tertainment will be comprised of 
dramatic vocal episodes, ‘song-pic- 
tures,’ that combine many phases of 
entertainment, They will be cos- 
tumed, planned and lighted by the 
actor’s own design. 

When Director Novarro wields the 
megaphone over his initial produc- 
tion, he will be guided by technique 
that embraces succinct, unrepeti- 
tious dialog and sincere, simple 
pantomime. In his opinion, the most 
eloquent film sequences are incom- 
plete and do not underestimate the 
response of the audience. The sobs 
of a hero, overcome with his own 
grief, never break the hearts of film 
fans; the sincere actor who econo- 
mizes his sorrow and fights against 
his tears, releases the flood-gates of 
audience sympathy. 

‘The wise actor does not under- 
gcore; he merely indicates the trend 
of emotion. He guides his audience 
to it, then lets them work along 
with him,’ explained Novarro. ‘He 
stirs imagination instead of present- 
ing a pre-digested opinion of what 
audience reaction should be. That 
is the chief fault of the present de- 
velopment of talking films. They do 
all the work for the audience, com- 
pletely ignoring the subtlety 
achieved by the best of the silent 
films.’ 


Craps Charge Dismissed 


Jack Stern, 31, alleged performer, 
of 160 East 46th street, and Farry 
Welton, real estate agent of 93 East 
116th street, were acquitted in Spe- 
cial Sessions of maintaining a room 
for gambling. 

Both were arrested Nov. 8 follow- 
ing a raid by police on an apartment 
at 1560 7th avenue. The cops 
claimed about 25 men were playing 
crap in the place and that the two 
defendants appeared to be in charge. 

The justices decided the evidence 
was insufficient. 


That Monkey Business 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Sorry, but that Joe Mendi II 
monkey case is still not yet under- 
Sround. Last week Lou Backen- 
Stoe, former owner of the simian, 
Went to court in order to collect $2,- 
<00 in claimed back wages against 
ed Healy, who has used the mon- 
key in his act in ‘Crazy Quilt’ at the 


Apollo. Coin is for six week’s work 
at $350 per. 








Court took the case under advise- 


me; -" ‘ 
nt and postponed decicon for a 
Weel. 





BROKER BEATEN UP 


H. J. Schmidt, Stewed and Friendly, 
Picks Wrong Companion 








Harry J. Schmidt, stock broker, 16 
Ms. oe 
appeared against Leo J. Major, 21, 
of 147 Euclid street, Washington. 


Fernwood road, Larchmont, 


Schmidt was promenading Broad- 
Major took 
compassion on the broker. The lat- 
ter was hardly able to navigate. 


Big hearted maje took Schmidt to 
the Hotel Hudson, 102 West 44th 
street. 

As soon as Schmidt landed in 
his room, Major began to beat him. 
Schmidt was rendered _ senseless 
from the blows, Major then re- 
lieved the broker of his money and 
jewelry and left him unconscious 
in the room, Schmidt stated. 

Major walked to Broadway where 
detectives Tom Brady and Clarence 


way in the late hours. 


(Buck) Farley saw him, Major's 
shirt was blood _ stained, The 
sleuths questioned Major who 


evaded replies. They took him to 
the West 47th street detective bu- 
reau and there a search disclosed 
the broker’s costly gold watch and 
other personal property. 

The prisoner was unable to ac- 
count for them. Major in quitting 
the hotel took the broker’s trousers 
and left his tattered pair for the 
broker. The latter revived and 
went home. 

Brady and Farley communicated 
with Schmidt’s wife and learned he 
was ill in bed as a result of the 
beating. When he recovered he ap- 
peared in West Side Court. Magis- 
trate Erwin held Major—who has a 
record—for the grand jury on the 
charge of robbery. 


Chinese Singer Beats 
Agent’s Suit to Hold 
Him to Jewish Songs 


Boston, Dec. 21. 


A theatrical contract, under which 
Peter Chang, Chinaman, agreed to 
sing nothing but Jewish songs in 
Jewish to Jewish audiences, was 
voided by Judge Burns in the Su- 
perior Court. 

Chang is a college graduate who 
has built up quite a local rep as a 
cabaret entertainer, taking bookings 
under his own name or Chan and 
Takwah Chan, 

Harry Levitan, local booker, signed 
a contract with Chang whereby the 
Chinaman was to memorize Jewish 
songs and obtain bookings as a 
novelty. Chang learned his Jewish, 
but Levitan had trouble finding 
bookings. When Chang accepted a 
floor job at the Mah Jong restau- 
rant, independent of Levitan, court 
action started. 

Judge Burns ruied that ‘financial 
irresponsibility of th% ®plaintiff, as 
shown by the master’s report, war- 
ranted the defendant in refusing to 
go on with the contract.’ 


Santa on Installments 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
A ghost wearing Santa Claus’ 
beard walked in Hollywood Friday 
morning (18) when depositors in the 
defunct Bank of Hollywood received 
a 15% instalment on their thrift ac- 
counts and 10% on commercials. 
This is the second dividend pay- 
ments now totalling 35% on savings 
and 25% on checking. 


MARRIAGES 


" Lambert Carroll, librettist of 














‘Everybody's Welcome,’ to Herta 
Ullman, German actress, London, 


Dec. 18. 


Arlene Andre, dancer, to Richard | 


Tucker, film player, Los Angeles, 


Dec, 15. 
Lucille Morrison, actress, to Rob- 


ert Trasker, cartoonist, at Holly- 
wood, Dec. 16. 

Norma Frey, actress, to Herbert 
M. Worcester, non-pro, in Yuma, 
Ariz., recently. 

William Morris, Jr., to Rose J 
Freed, non-pro, in New York, 


Dec. 18, 


Louis Freund Found Dead 


Seized with a heart attack in his 
room at the Park Central Hotel, 
Louis Freund, 60, Times Square 
jeweler died before the arrival of 
medical aid. Dr. Patrick Coughlin 
of the Park Central pronounced the 
jeweler dead. 

Freund had a large establishment 
at 20 West 47th street. He lived 
alone at the hotel. A maid making 
her rounds discovered Freund lying 
on the floor of the bathroom of his 
suite. 


Reno's Hot Spots with | 
Patrons Uncovered n 
Death of a Sweetheart | 


Reno, Dec. 21. 

Two murder trials in quick suc- 
cession lifted the lid on Reno’s night 
life and paraded a lot of notables 
through a flock of night clubs, dude 
ranch orgies and apartment houses. 
Dashing young dentist from West 
Virginia, here to get divorce, is 
charged with the murder of his 22- 
year-old sweetheart who followed 
him. Both defense and prosecution 
are unrolling a lot of night life dirt 
to prove their case. 











Dr. Carl P. Andre is the den- 
tist; Mrs. Martha Hutchinson was 
the sweetheart. She either fell, 


jumped or was pushed out of the 
dentist’s speeding car on the night 
of Sept. 13 a few minutes after the 
couple had had a violent quarrel at 
the Lazy Me dude ranch, conducted 
by Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr. Dr. An- 
dre asserts he went to the ranch to 
get his car, finding his sweetheart 
in the ranch house and plastered. 
Ranch attendants assert she was 
not drunk. Her skull was fractured 
in the spill. 

Prosecution is trying to show 
that young dentist threw the girl 
over for Mrs. Claire Stott, stenog- 
rapher employed by Harlan Hew- 
ard, defense attorney for Andre. 
On the witness stand Mrs. Stott 
disclaimed any love for Andre, but 
admitted she was often in his com- 
pany and that Mrs, Hutchinson was 


resort. The boy is clever. He acted 
ilike a grand opera prima donna in 
a temperamental mood. 

While handcuffed to one of his 





not pleased with the situation. 

As a state witness she was a boom- 
erang as she told of wild parties by 
the score in which Mrs. Hutchinson, 
university girls and boys and others 
took part. She described lively 
scenes at the Belle § Living- 
stone cowshed, the Willows, the Sil- 
ver Slipper, the Vanderbilt dude 
ranch and other hot spots in Reno’s 
night light parading most of the 
state’s witness through the drunken 
parties, 

Another Murder 

Vanderbilt disclaims any owner- 
ship in ranch which he advertised 
so widely. He is now in Los An- 
geles. His partner, Craig Kearshow, 
also found it convenient to be some 
place else when the trial started, 
and Maxwell McMillan, another at- 
tache of the ranch, is reported in 
Omaha, although under orders to be 
here to testify. 

The first week of December was 
devoted to the trial of William Con- 
radt, who shot and killed his wife 
and her boy friend, Fern Morley, in 
the Conradt home in October. Con- 
radt’s attorney pictured a man try- 
ing to save his home from being 
wrecked by an unprincipled boot- 
legger. It took the jury just 40 min- 
utes to set Conradt free. The un- 
written law prevailed, 

Stories of drinking parties in 
which numerous local talent took 
part were freely unfolded by wit- 
nesses, 


1,200 Guests at Speakeasy’s Free 
Party—No Limit to Beer and Meat 








RALPH CAPONE EVENT | A butcher kept his store open all 





Arrival of Al’s Brother in Tacoma 
Bound for Island Prison 





Tacoma, Dec. 21. 
Ralph Capone, younger brother of 
today upon 
Leavenworth 


1, “2 
nere 


the 


Al, did his act 


his arrival from 


guards, Ralph displayed in- 
dignation by trying to hide behind 
a newspaper as the flashlight boys 
aimed their cameras at him. Be- 
fore taken aboard the boat bound 
for McNeill’'s Island Federal Amer- 
ican style free hotel, he posed, but 
refused to talk, 

Ralph is in for three years. 
Should he try to shorten the term 
attempting escape, he will have a 
long swim in Puget Sound in water 
so cold as an Eskimo’s bath. 

The underworld’s big shot was 
welcomed at the prison by hundreds 
of others who have tried to stagger 
the public. It was said a commit- 
tee forthwith called on him to aid 
in the Hoosegow Community Chest 
by a contribution, this money to be 
used in decorating and buying 
presents for the coming Christmas 
tree. 

Yokels here ate up the Capone 
appearance, the local chamber of 
commerce boys even remarking they 
hoped the news of Ralph’s arrival 
would be broadcast to prove to the 
world what an important main 
street town Tacoma is. 


17 Arrests in 20 Years 
And Now Chessman Goes 


hire 
Lhree 


night and lugged beef as three chefs 
required it. 
Several huge Germans stood at 


attention and rolled in kegs as 
others were emptied. 

A vegetable man disposed of two 
wagons full of celery and olives and 
was sent back for a third. 

Six extra waiters filled plates as 
they were cleaned, and never let a 
glass of beer get below its head. 
No spot on Broadway has ever 
thrown the party which a new one 
in an old place on a side street did 
last Wednesday night (16). 

Had the employed as well as the 
unemployed heard about the festiy- 
ities, the police would have, reluct- 
antly perhaps, found it necessary to 
call upon the reserves. 

Real beefsteak, celery, olives, 
bread, lamb chops—most of all, big 
steins of froth—were there for any 
one. As much as the visitor could 
eat and drink, 

Not a Drunk in 1,200 


Not a drunk among the 1,200 
clocked as attending in a period of 
eight hours. 

Not only was the affair strictly 
on the house, but waiters were no- 
ticed to dash away when tips were 
offered, 

The place, one of the best dec- 
orated on the stem, was celebrating 
its second week’s birthday. Oil 
paintings and furnishings, including 
a long bar, place the yalue of the 
eye accessories, alone, at $10,000. 

During the party was a pre-war 
jollity in the atmosphere which 
made customers actually believe, 
after getting the keg line down a 





Away for 10 More Years 


Frank Chessman, 45, of 55 West 
105th street, confidence man, pick- 
pocket and forger, who said his real 
occupation was that of circus con- 
cessionaire, was sentenced to 10 
years in Sing Sing by Judge George 
L. Donnelilan in General Sessions, 
following his conviction of forgery 
and grand larceny, 





17th in 20 years. He has served 
eight prison terms. According to 
the police his specialty was to 
mingle with the crowds in hotel lob- 
bies or on steamship piers at sailing 
time and pick pockets. In many 
instances he would obtain travelers’ 
checks which he ~would cash after 
forging the endorsements, 

« He was arrested May 13 after 
passing a forged traveler’s check in 
a drug store. The police learned 
that the check was one of several 
amounting to $600 stolen from the 
pocket of Ethelbert Stewart, U. 8S. 
Commissioner of Labor Statistics, of 
Washington, as the latter was about 
to sail for Europe May 6. 


BIRTHS 


Dr. and Mrs. Herman Myer, son, 
Dec. 15 in Benedict Hespital, Holly- 
wood, Father is in charge of Agfa 
film branch there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Doyle, Jan. 18, 
at the California Lutheran hospital, 
Los Angeles, daughter. Father is 
manager of the Hollywood Legion 








Stadium. 








* | shares the room. 
* | 
e | Kitty announced. 
00 r; or e door and temptress Kitty started to 





| 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. | 
| Social strata in Hollywood, which | 
| is scaled on salaries received, has an 
off-shoot scale composed of the | 
household employes of the names. 
Regular Cabot and Lowell rating | 
exists among butlers, housemaids 
and chauffeurs, with the employes 
never forgetting that to work for 
the top names is an especial dis- 
tinction. 





Chauffeurs Aces 
Chauffeurs rate highest in the} 
scale, even above butlers. Reason! 
| is that the car drivers come in closer 


| contact with their name employers 


To be a chauffeur to a Dietrich 
Shearer or Bennett gives these boys 


| jobs, especially among the non-pic- 


the standoffishness of a Bulgarian | 


prince. 

Household help fights for a pic- 
ture celeb job and often is willing 
to take them on a cut, for to have} 


| worked in the home of a picture 


Chessman’s latest arrest was the 





few feet, that the locale was one of 
a hefty old-fashion German beer 
garden. 

The 50 or more speaks in the 
neighborhood were all green-eyed 
the next day. Customers that had 
been theirs for years were found at 
the bar in the new spot the next 
night. The place was crowded and 
the owners promise to give the 
biggest glass of beer for two-bits 
and the best hard stuff for 50 cents 
that money can buy—right through 
the new year. 


CROOKS FOLLOW GIRL 
TO ROB TWO JAPS 


Using a courtesan as a decoy, 
crooks are crashing apartments and 
robbing the occupants. This be- 
came known in the holding for the 
Grand Jury, Kitty Stein, 19, taxi 
dancer, address refused; Charles 
Miller, 26, laborer, address refused; 
Cipriano Serrano, 19, chauffeur, 19 
Concord street, Brooklyn, and John 
Zangara, 25, wire-lather, 241 East 
109th street. 

The quartet was arrested by Pa- 
trolmen John Casey, Herbert John- 
son and James Messick, of the West 
68th street station, after they over- 
took them in a cab, The cops cov- 
ered the prisoners and ‘found a 
loaded revolver on the floor of the 
taxi, 

The prisoners were charged with 
robbery. Miller was also charged 
with violating the Sullivan law. He 
pointed the gun at the victims, the 








™ 9 e o cops asserted. 
Kitty Stein rapped on the door of 
in ames omes CS | Isema Suga, Jap valet, 18 West 75th 


street. Ted Hara, another Jap, 
‘Charley sent me,’ 
Hara opened the 
enter when her three boy friends 
assumed charge. 
| The Japs were beaten and robbed. 
Kitty stood by and giggled. The 
| Japs were bound while the thugs 
stole their valuables. 
When the robbery and gagging 
was finished the four fled. Oc- 
eupants of the apartment building 


name is an open sesame to future | Summoned the bluecoats, who pur- 


ture crowd. 


Latter set will go for a previous | 


picture home butler or chauffeur in 
preference to help from other 
wealthy homes, expecting to get the 
dirt and the lowdown. 


Some of the wildest stories of the! 


these 
who have 
pulled Munchausens believing it was 
helping them hold their jobs. 


been traced to 


servants, 


colony hav 


former pictur 


|}sued the bandits. 


Kitty lost the 
heels of her shoes in the flight. 
| When she was arrested the shoes 
| she wore were minus heels, 

The Japs identified the four. The 
money and jewelry stolen were 
found on the four, police averred. 

Harold Frankel, Assist. Dist. At- 
|; torney, urged Magistrate Erwin to 
ifix no bail as he pointed out come 
| plaints of this nature have come to 
}the police with regularity lately. 
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Miami 
By Frank D. Richardson 


Ann Harding is at the Pancoast. 


June Winchell and children ar- 
rive. 

Fairfax theatre re-christened 
Paramount. 


Dorothy La Gwyn heads new bill 
at Club Bagdad, 

The Pier on the beach now play- 
ing eight acts of vaude. 

Union. picketer at Capitol theatre 
arrested charged with libel. 

Vanderpool, the unbeaten racer of 
the Tennessee Stable, arrived at 
Hialeah. 

Jai Alai fronton opens Saturday 
night. Seventeen players here. Mu- 
tuel betting. 

Seth Parker 
two capacity 
Beach Garden. 

Great interest in Culbertson- 
Lentz match. Many bets with Cul- 
bertson slight favorite. 

Russian Imperial Balalaika, or- 
chestra of seven pieces from Hol- 
lywood, Cal., -opened at Alcazai 
roof. 

Biscayne Kennel club opens to big 
crowd. Mostly paper, betting light. 
The take is 15% under the new 
pari mutuel law. ; 

Zacing dates re-arranged to give 
Hialeah Park extra days. Hialeah 
opens Jan. 14, 4 


played to 
Miami 


and 
houses at 


co. 


closes February 27. 
under new arrangement. 

Gov. Carlton has appointed a 
committee to study picture ‘locations’ 
and will endeavor to get some of 
the larger companies to locate stu- 
dios. 

Winter visitors on the beach are 
conspicuous by their absence, only 
the regulars being here. Rentals are 
way behind last year, in spite of 
the fact that homes and apartments 
can be had at prices ranging from 
30 to 50% under a year ago. 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





L. E. Kennedy on a Salt Lake 
jaunt. 

George Glosser, 
booker, out. 

Henry Starr, 
married again. 

Talk of Seth Parker playing a re- 
turn date here. 

Alice Gentle back on RPO after 
several months’ illness. 

Bill Heineman, U sales chief, in 


Fox exchange 


recently divorced, 


radio eds and columnists his first 
nite back at Pirate Hall. 

Freddy McKay in town for sec- 
ond time within month, this time 
ahead of ‘Animal Kingdom.’ 
Walter Maloney finally getting a 


break with ‘Small Town Girl, a 
song he wrote six years ago 
Johnny Harris leaves for the 


coast Jan. 13, with his marriage of 
Lucille Williams 10 days later. 


Karl Krug stole a march on 
burg’s other cricks by publishing 
his ‘10 Best Pictures’ two weeks 


ahead of time. 


Omaha 


By Archie J. Baley 


Chermot, new semi-class dance 
hall, off to fair start. 

Joseph Stahler opens RKO 
department branch here. 
Harry Fisher's band 
Rice hotel at Houston, Tex. 

Shows at re-opened Brandeis 
legit shop few and far between. 
Augie Herman owns first portable 
talkie equipment in these parts. 
Art Randall at Fontenelle hotel 
replaced by Paul Christensen band. 
Victoria gives up foreign films 
as Lyrie (naborhood) goes German. 
Orpheum has record ‘kid’ show— 
4,000 admitted bringing potatoes for 
poor. 

Jake Rachman’s column in ‘Bee- 
News’ only show business gossip 
hereabout. 

tumored Columbia dickering for 
WAAW station here. Both KOIL, 
ex-CBS, and WOW playing NBC. 
3en Kalmenson, of Albany, suc- 
ceeds George Tait, transferred to 
Kansas City, as Warner branch 
manager. 

Community Playhouse show start- 
ing with Sue Garrett as guest ar- 
tist gives two performances above 
scheduled ten. 

Oo. B. Henson comes from Den- 
ver to succeed Irvin Waterstreet, 
stepping up from Paramount-Pub- 
lix p.a. to higher post. 

Leo Blank leaves Educational and 
Tiffany managership to head War- 
ner office in Minneapolis. Jacob 
Schlank, this office, succeeding. 


club 


moves to 








hospital for an operation. 

NBC has a receiving set in its lo- 
cal studios that can’t pick up NBC. 

Fred O’Brien, author of ‘White 
Shadows of South Seas,’ seriously 
ill. 

Powell street newsie hawks his 
sheets while dressed in a huge llama 
pala coat. 

Duncan Sisters back home at the 
Aleaar (legit) with ’31 edition of 
‘Topsy and Eva.’ 

‘Tiger’ Thompson, ‘Examiner’ the- 
atre ed., on air in series of inter- 
views over KYA, 

LaSalle Culb, newest and swanki- 
est of membership night spots yet, 
opened. Glenn Putnam (Putnam & 
Hurley) in on it. 

Billy Glason spending Christmas 
out here alone on RKO while wife is 
in a Chi hospital. Same situation 
occurred last Xmas. 

Newspaper photogs burned at new 
ruling prohibiting them from work- 
ing on the football fields in ’32 Pa- 
cific Coast conference games. 

Milton Charleston and R. M. 
Brower among week’s divorced hub- 
bies. Charleston claimed the frau 
used to razz his vaude act with Ken 
Murray. Brower is Philco p.a. 

Gov't wouldn’t allow Ruth Noble, 
claiming to be the unwed mother of 
Bessue Hayakawa’s child, to follow 
the actor when he sailed for Japan. 
Hearst's ‘Call-Bulletin’ bought the 
girl's love story while she was here. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Oscar Levant in London. 

Stanley back to Friday opening. 

Cy Hungerford back from Mexico. 

Dick Leiberts vacationing at 
Daytona Beach, 

Jackie Heller of the Benny Davis 
act set to go with CBS. 

N:ixon cafe has gone to a no-cover 
charge no minimum check. 

Nite spots asking 15 bucks a 
couple for New Year's eve. 

It’s a girl at the Vin Sweeneys. 
Daddy’s on the ‘Press’ staff. 

Bill White of the ‘Press’ has a 
yarn in Jan. ‘The Detective’ mag. 

Bob MacGunigle here said that 
contract with Bee Lillie hasn’t been 
signed yet. 

Charlie Danver says 34 is his age, 
but everybody guesses 10 years 
under that. 

WJAS has had 100 applicants for 
Francis Owen’s job but it hasn't 
been filled yet. 

Owls Club, downtown spot with 
a big play from newspaper crowd, 
raided by Feds. 

George Seibel turned the tables 
on Luke Barnett the other night at 
the Amen Corner. 

George Jaffee had his chorus 
from the Academy selling news- 
papers for charity. 

Channing Pollock told the boys 
here he had finished second act of 
‘Wake Up America.’ 


Washington 


By Jokn Daly 





Roland Robbins about to hop back 
in show business, 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner 
White House guests for luncheon. 

Andy Kelley refuses to pass on a 
chain letter for beer and light wines. 

Vaudeville to be major attraction 
at Keith’s again, beginning Christ- 
mas day. 

George O’Connor staging the en- 
tertainment for the Alfalfa Club’s 
annual dinner. 

Mary Wigman hangs up the dance 
recital box-office record of the sea- 
son, a National. 

Former Senator Tom Heflin in 
town visiting old haunts and friends 
and an occasional movie. 

Sinclair Lewis’ film, ‘Arrowsmith? 
to have first road show break in 
Washington, at the National. 

Lawrence Tibbett, after a success- 
ful concert here, gathered with the 
press to show his new radio con- 
tract. 

Earle Sande, the jockey, makes 
debut as a singer at the Fox, under 
tutelage of Estelle Wentworth, and 
does well. 

Hardie Meakin the first theatre 
manager to entertain the new 
Speaker of the House, Jack Garner, 
at RKO-Keith’s. 

Balieff, here with his ‘Chauve- 
Souris,’ finds he has a double—Matt 
Horn, the minstrel man, entertainer 
of the Presidents. 

Helen Hayes, whose daddy, Frank 
V. A. Brown, is a big mogul ih the 
Elks, donates a Christmas tree out- 
fit to the Washington Tuberculosis 
hospital. 


Trenton 


By George Rosen 


Things looking rosy for Xmas 
season. 
Squirrels around State House 


eating out of senators’ hands. 

Sunday pictures attracting 
crowds, particularly from Philadel- 
phia. 

Charlie Leigh, veteran police re- 
porter, has just seen his 101st elec- 
trocution. 

George Anthiel has put finishing 
touches to score of new operetta, 
‘Helen Retires.’ 

Broad Street Palace to reopen 
next week as RKO house after sev- 
eral years dark. Pictures. 

Hudson Fausett, Trenton boy and 
stock player, seen about town in 
smart roadster after five years’ ab- 
sence. 

Trenton 


College Club awarded 


RKO Cup for best performance in 
second annual Little Theatre 
Tourney. 


Three beauty parlors here bombed 
in as many weeks in cut price war. 
Winter bus excursions to shore 





Don Bestor threw a party for 


points flopping. 


Boston 


By Len Libbey 


Publix giving away Chevrolets. 
Joan Lowell doing tabloid feature 
disguised as a woiking goil. 

Gigli draws 11,000 people at $1 to 


the Boston Garden at charity con- 
cert, 

Fire in the Lydia Pinkham 
patent medicine factory attributed 


to an explosion of medicinal alcohol. 


Roy (Rev.) Harlow of WNAC 
broke every local record for early 
mailing of Christmas cards at the 


Boston post office. 

Leo Reisman is making Boston 
every Wednesday ard Thursday as 
part of the Hotel Brunswick cam- 
paign for night life business. 
Henry Taylor turned over two 
truckloads of toys to a local news- 
paper as the result of an admission 


by toy only performance at the 
Metropolitan. 
Emile Coulon, Jr., of the West- 


minster being press-agented as the 


youngest metropolitan hotel man- 
ager in America, having recently 
celebrated his 22d birthday. 

Sam Izen, featured crooning 
drummer for Ruby Newman, has 
bought the Lincoln theatre in 
Quincy and expects to eat much 


less for the next few months. 

Taxi rates have dropped lower 
than in New York, there being no 
traffic time charge included in the 
15-and-5 scale. The low-price cabs 
are making money on volume. 

Ring Lardner’s son has a pet 
peeve against his old man for hav- 
ing mentioned in a broadcast that 
he was a student there. It was a 


tough break for a modest young 
freshman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Hf. Levine 


celebrate their 25th anniversary by 
a trip te South America. Mrs. Le- 
vine is Etta Bramson professionally 
and her husband operates a chain 
of picture houses. 

Victor Morris, Joseph Brennan, 
Joseph DiPesa and Henry Wolper 
presented Mayor Curley with $1,000 
in cash as contribution to unem- 
ployment fund raised by the local 
M-G-M staff in one day. 

Manager Enig had the _ police 
scratching ivory all this week when 
he put a coffin in the lobby of the 
Keith Memorial as part of the bally- 
hoo for ‘Frankenstein,’ as there was 
no law against the stunt. 





Baltimore 





The Easton Players from over the 
‘sho’ played the Guild theatre. 

Ivan Servais, Paris Conservatoire 
grad, succeeds late George Castelle 
as director of B & O Glee club. 

University Players clicked at the 
Maryland in ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
day’; prospects for extended stay 
bright. 

Palace, former burlesque house, 
opens Xmas day as straight vaude. 
First such house in Balto. since 
Keith days. 

Gladys Haase, local girl, student 
at Bucknell, wins honorable mention 
in campus play contest with ‘Half- 
way to Hell.’ 

Lawyer Cookman Boyd continues 
opposish to the RKO plan. Protests 
the validity of those proxies. RKO 
has until Jan. 4 to show the well- 
known cause. 

Frederick R. Huber, managing di- 
rector of the Lyric, denies he has 
any idea of Met. Opera plan to elim- 
inate spring season in Balto. Nego- 
tiations for Met Baltimore season 
come after the holidays. 


: Hartford : 


By M. H. Hammer 





Jim Weist back after illness. 

Miss Garrity new secretary to 
Henry Needles. 

Jerry Callahan, manager Regal, 
now at Princess. 

After dark Princess opens with 
‘Mystery of Life.’ 

Allyn Publix to have vaudeville 
on New Year's Eve. 

Regal theatre sponsors basketbal] 
team in local league. 

Police contemplate action against 
‘Hooey’ if next issue is not toned 
down. 

Local newspapers devote plenty of 
lineage to Culbertson and Lenz 
bridge battle. 

Morteson and Shubutt, Capitol and 
Palace assistants, vie for smartness 
in new tuxedos. 

Jack Herschaft creates 
marionettes for Roxy, New 
stage presentatimn. 

City government reduces the ap- 
propriation for outdoor entertain- 
ment from $300,000 to $200,000. 

Battalino, localite and champion 
fighter, witnesses his picture in bat- 
tle against Singer at Hartford thea- 
tres, going the rounds frequently. 

Clarence Darrow and Professor 
Paisley, both lecturers in ‘Mystery 
of Life,’ make personal appearances 
at Princess theatre, where picture 
is being shown. 


giant 
York, 





Mayor William B. Rankin falls in 


CHATTER 


| 








line with William Lloyd’s idea of 
having a big party at the Allyn the- 
atre on Christmas eve for all city 
orphans in the institutions. 


Fred Stone announces to local 


newspaper that he is near the end 


lof his stage career, intending to rest 








after present show closes, professing 
bumps and bruises are getting the 
better of him. 

Hartford's new bridge, which is to 
be started soon and which will cost 
$4,000,000, will bring considerable 
business to theatres from out of 
town. The bridge over the Connec- 
ticut river will save many miles of 
travel for autoists. 

Influx of outside stage actors 
without jobs starts a new idea. Dra- 
matic clubs galore springing up and 
are coached by these out-of-job men 
and women, some with lots of expe- 
rience, other with little. They are 
receiving enough to get by with for 
the time being. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 


George EPlackwell father of a baby 
girl. 

Of all 
spats. 

Floor show for winter opened last 
week at Tutwiler. 

Pat Rooney, Jr., autographed a 
photo for Benny Fell. 

Harry Clark answering reporters’ 
telephones for ‘Age-Herald.’ 

Carroll Gardner is too good-look- 
ing to be hid in a private office. 

Dave Alper back, but with a trick 
foot. Had to get back for Xmas. 

George Blackwell’s three weeks’ 
old girl has the whooping cough. 

Walling Keith, the after midnight 
boy, on a visit arrived after mid- 
night. 

Melbourne Huff is at the Y.M.C.A. 
daily chasing a handball around on 
his feet. 

George Steele is 
pression haircut, 
kenstein.’ 

Hearst has 
‘Banner’ up 
Tennessee. 

After looking all of those lizzies 
ove: Vernon Reaver has a longing 
to ditch the old wagon. 

WAPI has one of those maps of 
U. S. with pins stuck all over it, 
indicating fan letters. Every sta- 
tion’s got them. 


people, Bill Thacker in 


rid of that de- 
thanks to ‘Fran- 


Nashville 
newsreel for 


the 
his 


tied 
with 


Canton, 0. 


By Rex McConnell 





Rent chiseling big nofse here. 

Ace Brigode back after.a year. 

WHBC, Canton, cutting commer- 
cial rates when biz slows up. 

Floor show in now at Gray Wolf, 
Ed Knowles’ night club, near here. 

Land O’ Dance, dark for year, 
reopened by H. W. Perry. Travel- 
ing bands doing the trick. 

J. C. Callihan through as manag- 
ing director of WHBC, Canton. Do- 
ing promotions now for WADC, Ak- 
ron, 

Basketball gets away to good 
Start. Six highly rated clubs in 
league competition at three games 
every Wednesday night for 15c. 

Commonwealth dramatic stock, 
backed by stage hands and mu- 
Siclans at Grand, now in eighth 
week, with biz slightly off account 
the holidays. 

Theatre biz picks up as Billy 
Sunday leaves town, after five 
weeks’ evangelistic campaign at 
city auditorium, taking with him 
$3,000 as his share of the ‘free will 
offering’ the final week. Spoke 
three times the last day to better 
than 15,000 people. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 





Ted Connors New Emboyd band 
leader. 


Town divided on the Culbertson- 
Lenz tourney. 

Paramount reopens 
weeks’ darkness, 

Efforts being made to close all 
dance places at midnight. 

Banks report larger Christmas 
savings than ever before. 

Montgomery Ward closes its 
branch here with big sale. 

William Fried in town for a short 
time assisting with the vaudeville 
comeback. 

John J. Raskob, Jrs., of Dayton, 
O., are frequent visitors here over 
week-ends. 

Local papers give Chicago attrac- 
tions a break and use weekly sur- 
veys of the theatre fare. 

Robert Feustel now heads entire 
Midland Utilities; also interested in 
the Patterson McNutt shows, 

Horace Smith Moses really does 
not always read all those books— 
just the first and last chapters! 

Morris Olds, Mandarin Inn band 
leader, used Bill Tilden’s car for 
a date while the matches were on. 


after three 








ee 


Easton, Pa. 


By A. M. Powell 


Wilbor, Easton, 
dark almost a year. 

Frank 8S. Mickley is in charge of 
Park, formerly Southern, at Allen- 
town. Pictures. 

Lafayette College’s Centennial 
pageant to take place May 17-19, 
Prexy Lewis announced. About 1,000 
to take part. 


reopened after 


Over $10,000 for charity taken 
in at Allentown-Bethlehem High 
School football game. Amount 
equally divided. 

Charity balls great racket these 


days, with many held. They are be- 
coming so numerous that authori- 
ties are beginning to have doubts 
and ordered all permits for such 
affairs to be closely scrutinized. 
Basketball beginning to interfere 
with theatre business. About 100 
teams, including three college, num- 
ber of high schools and clubs, play- 


ing during the week and as many 
as a dozen games on single night. 
Loop 

Moe Lee is going to Detroit. 

Bee Palmer breezed in town look- 
ing nifty. 

Leo Salkin recuperating from a 
stiff attack of flu. 

Henry Herbel walks around the 


block for daily exercise. 

Will Harris has decided to com- 
pletely ignore his stomach. 

Reeves Espy comes in from 
Looie almost every week now. 

It looks like carols and wedding 
gongs for Jack Waldron and Miss 
Harriett. 

Jack Benny made frequent trips 
to Lake Forrest to see his folks 
while here. 

Chaz Chase never without a heat- 


St. 


er and a raft of match boxes and 
his old man. 
Martha McKay announces she’s 


from Texas; yeah, and what are you 
going to do about it? 

Jack Thoma has given up the 
hotel room for an apartment soc he'll 
have more room for loose typewriter 
ribbons and paper. 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 





Tony Thenee home from hospital. 


First snow of season didn’t last 
long. 

Fred L. Jeske now on staff of 
WGN. 


Xmas shopping shows no depres- 
sion here. 

John Erskine soloist with Phil- 
harmonic, and a hit. 

Wm. Clarke has succeeded John 
Matis as ass’t. at the Fox Garfield. 

WTMJ won its fight against in- 


terference of Florida stations, 
WFLA-WSUN. 
Joseph Sand, former chef for 


Kaiser Bill, now living here. Says 
monarch’s favorite was shark fins. 

Ralph A. Wettstein, picture dis- 
tributor, painfully burned about 
hands when film caught fire from a 
cigarette. 

Old Allis-Chalmers plant, now 
abandoned, offered to city for union 
railway terminal site for $1,000,000. 
City real estate agent says it’s 
worth $350,000. 


Portland, Ore. 


Walter Siegfried will reopen the 





dark Dufwin with new — stock 
Christmas, Siegfried was stage 
manager for McCurdy. Gladys 


George lead. 

Louis B. Christ with Walter Seig- 
fried will open a new stock com- 
pany at the Dufwin Dec. 25. May- 
be it’s a go this time. Last stock 
venture here turned out to be a 
Passion Piay for creditors. 

Ted (RKO) Gamble pulled a tele- 
phone campaign to sell ‘Franken- 
stein.’ Girls called numbers, saying 
‘Frankenstein is coming.’ Then 
hung up. One woman thought it 
was a tip-off of a police raid and 
dumped all her husband's beer. 

‘Tusko,’ the burg’s elephant, got 
over his hangover after gulping two 
gallons of moonshine to improve his 
temper. ‘Tusko’ was stranded here 
by Al Painter who bought him from 
Barnes circus. Beast is now a dime 
show in a dock warehouse. Local 
glue firm figured he was worth $12 
for boiling down. 


Bronx 





Wolfe 


Irving can now speak 
Spanish. 
Fanny Braunstein now sec to 


Jack Steinman. 

Harry, Joe and Max Greenberg 
called ‘The Three Musketeers.’ 

Chris Egan still active locally, 
though without a theatre to manage. 

Hi Gainsboro as much surprised 
over the Central's business as any- 
one else. 

Solly Shaw grows wistful every 
time the Dows’ business enterpris« 
is mentioned. 

Mike Edelstein will try any re- 
ducing formula that doesn’t neces- 
sitate his cutting down on food. 

Advertising man introduced to 
Dave Bell told him his name had 2 
familiar ring. Dave didn’t get i 
at all. 
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Broadwa 


Kussells lost the pet dog. 
Pat Casey's back for about three 


weeks. 
Bill Adler states he’s remaining 


single. 
Dave Blum is now owner of a 


Jersey farm. 
Lou Frankel has gone with Day- 


ton Stoddard. : 

Louis Bernstein, 
up with grippe. 

Lester Laning of the Chas. Hop- 
kins office ailing. 

Morty Downey 
gino in the Park. 

George Akerson at Atlantic City 
over the weekend. 

Harry Nelmes and Charlie Gray 
back at the Vanderbilt b.o. 

Film exchanges are getting to be 
the deadest spots in town. 

There actually is some Tulane 
money around—at 3 or 4 tol. 

Naughty Christmas cards being 
sold openly in stores on Bway. 

With the cool breezes around 
Milt Feld has dug out his spats. 

Lucille Norton is just about leav- 
ing the hospital after a slight op. 

Irving Mills ill at his home with 
rheumatism and inflamed tonsils. 

Overtures for Laurel and Hardy 
for RKO vaude have been in vain. 

Long Tack Sam is home in Shang- 
hai, with but one farewell trip left. 

On a window of Brooks’ costume 
place is a sign saying: ‘Let’s Forget 
1931.’ 

Mae West will do no more legiting 
at present. She has started another 
novel. 





publisher, laid 


back to the Ca- 


Ken (Radio) Hallam telling how 
to sell pictures in these tough 
times. 


Charlie Beahan sold another novel 
to Harrison Smith. Keeping the title 
secret. 

Ward Morehouse has finished 
that play, despite what the crackers 


thought. 

Rita Weiman planning a party 
for her dad on New Year's, his 
birthday. 

Jack Meredith and Tracy Bar- 


ham, couple Publixites, dining heavy 
at Child’s. 

Gertrude Windborne, playing the 
lead in a New School of Social Re- 
search play. 

Bobby Connally will stage the 
dances for Ziegfeld’s Brown-Hen- 
derson musical. 

Roxy had just finished broadcast- 
ing last week when notified that 
he’d lost his father. 

Leon Errol is having a _ route 
booked through RKO. He reaches 
New York about Jan. 15. 

Smith Ballew’s orchestra engaged 
for the season at the Palm Island 
Club, Miami. Band opens Jan, 15. 

How the night-time boys miss 
Eddie McAvoy since Radio-Pathe 
made him western district man- 
ager. 

Hey Broun and Ruth Hale didn’t 
make that trip to the West Indies 
after all. Last-minute change of 
plans. 

William Morris, Sr., has received 
his annual Christmas present from 
Sir Harry Lauder; a box of Scotch 
biscuits. 

Television radio sets around giv- 
ing free music, but require five cents 
for a look. Price was a dime two 
weeks ago. 

Eddie Pardo says if something 
doesn't turn up mighty quick he 
will be the best dressed man in the 
bread line. 

Having fevered his way to bed, 
Charlie Morrison again around with 
hand to forehead estimating the 
temperature. 

Marc Lachman, the Dillingham 
Press agent, no relation to Murray 
Lachman, who testified in the Erlan- 
ger will case. 

Lou Goldberg’s wife, in the hos- 
Pital six weeks, couldn't come home 
Sunday (20) as expected; celebra- 
tion went cold. 

A $200 platinum watch for Jules 
Murry, the Shubert booker, From 
agents and managers, it is claimed. 
A triple surprise! 

Al Woods is sending out the old 
German million-mark notes for 
Xmas cards. Says they used to be 
g00d, like show biz. 

Spyros Skouras has the most po- 
lite manners in town among the- 
atre operators, even thanking peo- 
ple who pester him. 

Formerly in the RKO publicity 
department, Bob Sylvester is han- 
dling personal publicity for several 
mame acts in vaude. 

Inez Courtney was given the 
script of ‘Red Headed Woman’ to 
read by Metro, but never showed 
up for further negotiations. 

Jean Harlow opens her eastern 
vaude dates in the Fox, Philadel- 
phia, Jan. 1. She’s penciled in for 
the N. Y. Palace on this trip. 

The inadvertent inclusion in the 

same party of the third member of 
®& Hollywood triangle and the hus- 
band took place at the Mayfair. 
: Billy Pierce gave an evening of 
or own Friday (18) at the Subway 
Hide-Away in Harlem. Menu held 
Possum, chicken, chitterlings and 
Pigs’ feet. 

Fashion models mostly in demand 
draw $10 an hour. These girls, 
their pictures common in the 
} one magazines, have an income 

‘om their eee : Hy tot pes - 
weekly. ir work of around $500 

That Culbertson-Lenz bridge 
Bame is supposed to show the value 
of science in cards. Mrs. Culbert- 








son showed up at one game with 
two rabbit’s feet, a wishbone and a 
four-leaf clover, 


Fally Markus, once the foremost 
vaude booker of the indies in New 
York, will devote his time to the 
operation of the Photographic Re- 
production Corp., in association 
with Douglas Tausig. 


Program for the Army-Navy 
game, the most elaborate °football 
souvenir New York knows, and 


heavily supported by advertisers, 
held nary a legit or picture house 
announcement this fall. 

Hy Daab’s taxi Saturday morning 
started for the entrance to a flor- 
ists’s store. Between a wild cab 
and a florist, Hy did the correct 
thing; he rolled out of the side door 
and to safety with a ruined over- 
coat the damage. 





Moscow 


American press comment on So- 


viet films is carefully followed here 


and always quoted—provided it is | 
favorable. 
Central Asia is setting for film 


‘Blood of the ‘Earth’ just released 
here, directed by Auerbach from 
scenario by Toymachev. 

Several theatres announced com- 
petitions for best plays, commemo- 
rating 15th anniversary of Bolshe- 
vik revolution, Nov., 1932. 

Kamerny theatre, headed by Tai- 
rov, has the manuscript of J. P. 
McEvoy’s ‘Are You Listening?’ Just 
one of the results of J. P.’s recent 
visit. 

‘Toys’ is title of new film soon to 
be released by Meshrapom-film, 
dealing with Soviet toys for Soviet 
children and propagandizing against 
the old-fashioned capitalist toys. 

Medical profession and how it has 
been affected by the revolution is 
theme of new play at Korsh theatre, 
scheduled for early opening, ‘Doctor 
Igor Kuznetzov,’ by V. Shkvarkin. 

Boris Lavrenyov, Soviet writer, 
whose ‘Forty-first Man’ (published 
in Cosmopolitan) is being consid- 
ered for Hollywood production, 
plans to visit the United States next 
spring. 

Composers here neck deep in a 
fight between the so-called prole- 
tarion musicians and conservative 
ones. The latter have the better 
musicians; the former have the bet- 
ter political wirepuiiers. 


Havana 


By Rene Canizares 


Circus on tour of the island. 

Jose Mojica in town and reigning 
pash of flaps. 

‘Discovering Havana,’ Amer. mag 
for tourists appeared on stands. 

Joe Massaguer, sports ed ‘Mundo,’ 
arrived, welcomed with brass band. 

Kaelker Brothers getting ready 
for profitable year with the nags 
and Casino. 

Hotel Nacional Silver Room 
looses its ritzy atmosphere when 
those excursion crowds get in. 

Jose Bohr and Eva Liminana in 
Campoamor for a week, returning 
to Hollywood for pixs engagements, 

Mauretania in again. Hotel Na- 
cional had complete show at din- 
ner. No better than first one. 

Racing begins 19, 

Marion E. Ferrera, manager of 
the Par-Publix houses here, sailed 
back to New Orleans to assume 
charge of a Publix house there, 

Some language heard back stage 
of Encanto when Montmartre 
chorus girls acted as models in 
fashion show staged by Bernabeu. 
Quick changes peeved girls, 

Circus used publicity stunt prom- 
ising fight between a bull and a lion 
and had the Protection to Animals 
Asso., police and everybody on their 


necks. It was a boomerang. They 
folded. 
Chicago holdups and _ bankrob- 


beries frequent here. 

Board censors viewed in one week 
1,774 film posters and 5,100 stills 
and banned 7 and 22, respectively. 

Death of Lya de Putti inspired 
Amsterdam and Luxor Cinema to 
arrange special memorial perform- 
ance with ‘Variete.,’ 

Novelty from Germany is a por- 
table soundfilm set combined with 
projection, sound on film, Klangfilm 
patent, manufactured by Siemens & 





Halske, 

Notwithstanding protest of artist 
unions here against foreign influx, 
foreigners strong this week with 
Titta Ruffo as the big noise, John 
Bledsoe, Yvette Guilbert, German 
Comedian Harmonists: Elly Ney, 
Hans Hoepfel, the sixth pianist 
here in one week; the pianists Stee} 
Anderson (U.S.A.) and Silvio Sconti 
(Italian) and Jack Hyiton in nex 
week. 


= ——— 





Berlin 


By Max Magnus 


Ike Blumenthal here, 
Erich Engel off to Paris. 
Carl Zuckmayer in Vienna. 


, 
Paul Ludwig Stein and wife at 


Edenbar 

Ernst Wolff 
Universal, 

Theatre des Westens 
turning stage. 

Olga Fschechowa recuperating in 
Checho-Slovakia, 


made a short fo1 


Brothers Scotoni intend to pro- 
duce three Terra pictures. 
Rumors here that Charell will 


found a film production in Paris, 
Bruno Walter in Vienna for con- 
ducting the Franz Schall memorial. 
Gerhart Hauptmann intends to 
go to U. S. A.-in February. 
Speeches. 
Max Pallenberg will play in De- 
cember here in a mockery of pres- 


ent times. 

Max Schmeling had a motorcar 
accident, riding with his brother 
Not serious. 

Daniel Prenn, German tennis 


champion, married the photograph- 
er, Lottie Schmidt. 

Eugen Mutzbauer, owner of 
artist’s restaurant at Marburger- 
strasse, died at 69. 

Charlotte Schomburg, 
Africa explorer, back from 
to escape yellow fever. 

Willy Fritsch, after recuperation, 
to work in January in Babelsberg. 

Willy Rosen’s auto stolen. 

Ernst Verebes will perform to- 
gether with Richard Tauber in the 
new Metropol theatre operetta. 

Gottfried Reinhardt, youngest son 
of Max Reinhardt, will stage a chil- 
dren’s comedy by Erich Kaestner at 
‘Deutsches Theatre’, 


wife of 
Africa 





Reno 


Plenty of snow and zero. 

Jack Dempsey due back for holi- 
days. 

Kenneth Harlan gets divorce and 
back to Hollywood. 

Belle Livingstone back 
to hibernate for winter. 

Eddie Moore, Brooklyn baseball 
player, here for freedom. 

Richard Forhan, toothpaste maker, 
seeks Reno divorce in suit filed last 
week. 

Alpine, popular Reno resort, 
tapped by dry agents using sledge 
hammers. 

Frederick Preston Search, ’cellist, 
gives concert here under Century 
Club auspices, 

Tahoe Tavern, swanky resort at 
Lake Tahoe, sold to bondholders for 
$226,000, Defaulted on bond in- 
terest. 

Majestic theatre, undergoing en- 
tensive repairs, closed for several 
weeks while interior is being re- 
vamped. 

Edwin Carewe spent a couple of 
hours at Boulder dam looking over 
big project. He owns property in 
Las Vegas, 

Mrs. Dorothy Blont Winship, of 
Macon, Ga., widow of navy com- 
mander who shot self last summer, 
married here to Lamar Washington, 
dude ranch owner, formerly of New 
York. 

Don Rose, Reno boy, who made 
good as a dancer away from home, 
back for Christmas. He’s doing his 
stuff for local women’s clubs. His 
dancing partner, Marion Stadler, is 


here also, 
Hollywood 


Perry Morgan moved from Fox- 
West Coast to Fanchon & Marco 
pub. dept. 

Hollywood's superlative, for use 
at story conferences and previews: 
‘Col-lousy.’ 

With bum checks bouncing in all 
directions, they’re becoming known 
as round robins, 

Mabel Strickland, cowgirl champ, 
is bronco-busting for ‘Montana 
Rides,’ Pathe western. 

A Wall Street plunger thinks that 
most heads and stocks have finaily 
gotten down to hat sizes. 

Genealogist traced George Roes- 
ner’s family tree and now he wants 
to be known as Baron Roesner. 

‘One-Eye’ Connelly delivering his 
Christmas cards in person, dead- 
heading the post office, which is 
sumpin. 

Recouping from the RKO proxie 


in town 








hunt, Cliff Work is being besieged 
by both sides of Transamerica for 
his proxy. 


Kitty Kelly, from legit, began her 
second vear at Radio. She had an 


| option picked up and was placed in 


Girl Crazy.’ 
studio now insuring al) 
ees against airplane 
dents with policies paying $20,0' 
in ease of death. 

Papier mache Santa Claus does 
his stuff up and down the bivd. at 


Radio 


employs ace}l- 


| plained about the slugs dropped in 


i 
j 
| 


installed a | 


} 
} 
} 


| 


Third time Bobbe Arnst has come 
| back to the marital fold, and 
each time the Johnny Weismullers 
| (swimming champ now in pics) 
take a new apt. in the same apt. 
house. They have their third dif- 
ferent apartment. 

Eastern visitor at the studios 
claims he has the secret of why 
pictures cost so much. He's trying 
to sell a dandruff cure to all the 
studios, alleging that dandruff is 
the basic cause of the extrava- 
gance. Says that directors stop to 





| By Eric H. Gorrick 


7 sharp nightly with phoney snow- 
flakes for atmosphere, 
To a theatre manager who com- 
the candy slot-machine in his lobby 
a Visiting exec replied: ‘Don’t you 
ever stop talking show business?’ 


scratch their heads for 20 minutes 
three or four times a day, thus run- 
ning expenses way up. 





: Aadridia 





Kullers buying more theatres. 
| Charlie Munro, g. m., Hoyt’s, in 
hospital. 

W. T. will do panto at Christmas 
First time for many years. 


Kimbley and Page click strongly 
with Connors-Paul revue unit. 

Work proceeding apace on two 
more Australian talkers as yet un- 
named. 

Government 
professional 
casting. 

Solid business fer Hoyt’s with ‘The 
Magnificent Lie’ and ‘Honeymoon 
Lane’ on week's grind. 

Reported that Stuart F. Doyle 
may quit the directorship of Greater 


assembling 
for broad- 


intends 
musicians 


Union Theatres shortly. 

Metro quit using the radio to 
boost its talkers to air audiences. 
Organization will concentrate more 
on newspaper advertising. 

Ernie Rolls getting by with his 
revue, ‘Bright Side Up.’ Two 


other burlesque-revue troupes play- 
ing Melbourne to good trade, 

U. T. now producing its own 
weekly newsreel. The reel is silent 
with an announcer wisecracking on 
lines similar to Graham McNamee. 

‘So This Is Love’ opened nicely 
for Musgrove-Marlow and may stay 
four weeks. Top of 75c assistance. 
Rene Riano and Clem Dawe fea- 
tured. 

In quick succession 
lesque shows died; two in Sydney 
and one in Brisbane. All shows 
were trying for business at a top 
of 25c. 

Quite like the old days to see the 
b. o. returns the legit is turning in. 
Gilbert and Sullivan revivals com- 
plete sell-out. ‘As Husbands Go’ 
clicking well. Both under W. T. 

Actor appearing in a musical was 
arrested by police after a perform- 
ance and taken to jail on order of 
actor’s wife because of failure to 
pay $1,000 alimony. Actor had only 
opened week previously after being 
out of a job for a year. 

With government removing buses 
from road, capital, Sydney, feeling 
pinch because bus station situated 
right at theatre. Tough luck just 
as theatre was coming back again. 
Bill, besides two features, includes 
organ, stage band and vaude act, 
all for 60c top. 


Montreal 


Salvation Army pots out. 

First blizzard Monday (14). 3 

F. Apfelbaum p.a.-ing three main 
stems. 

Jack Denny on 
stations. 

Cecil Duffy down with ptomaine 
poisoning. 

Baz O'Meara scores Brouillard- 
Ganz fight. 

Tom Cleary takes prize for best 
lobby show. 

George MacBeth seeing specialist 
at Kitchener. 

‘La Patrie” 
editorial staff. 

Eddie English hangs out ‘no ties’ 
sign for Christmas. 

‘Lady Cholmondeley’ 
flop) folded here 19. 

Leo Dandurand touted to 
over Royals for 1932. 

Montreal Symphony 
slated to fold end of year 

George Rotsky toying with idea ol 
Christmas tree lobby display. 

B. M. Garfield putting in midnite 
New Year show first time ever, 

Hector Dutrisac says British com- 
panies will save legit in Canada. 

Talk of Joe Lightstone bringing 
Columbia burlesque back to Gayety. 

Railways running fare and quar- 
ter week-end trips to boost ski-ing. 


three bur- 


both local radio 


reorganizing whole 
(pronounced 
take 


orchestra 








Local radio silent half-hour on 
break-down during Stopowski re- 
; cital. 


Lord Duncannon, son of Governor 


starred in Little theatre 


| General, 
| show. 

i 
| newspaper, decorated 

Academy. 

| Governor General patronized prize 
fight Forum Tuesday (15). Com- 
| plete failure. 


by 


‘La Presse,’ local French language | 
French | 


} 
| 


London 


Claude Allister glad to be back, 


Peter Burnup to Paris on vacae 
tion. 

Comyns Carr back in the city 
again. 

Lupino Lane directing serious 
dramas. 

Major Ejilis in London meeting 
Will Evans. 

Ewart Hodgson disguised as a 
film magnate. 

Henry Kendall in smoked glasses 
to keep fog out, 

Norman Hillson joined the Northe 
cliffe newspapers 

Dora Maughan meeting the 
‘Olympic’ boat train. 

Herschel Henlere around Parae 
mount circuit again, 


John Dumaury getting popular at 
Warners, Thames-side. 

Monty Banks 
car to Walter 

Most of the advertising fraternity 
now golf at Brent Valley. 

Rumors of three more restaurants 
closing in the West End. 

Harry Rowson still thinking of 
merging with the Co-Ops. 

Most popular doctors here recom- 
mend golf lesson every day. 

Ripley discovered Shakeshpeare 
used the expression “fall for it.” 

Janet Gaynor photographed on 
arrival and due to Scotland. 
British International contemplate 
a return of ‘Bulldog Drummond.’ 
Jeffery Bernard lunching everye 
body at the Kit Cat exclusively. 
‘Daily Express’ becoming more of 
an American tabloid every day. 
New American books of system- 
bidding at contract selling fast here. 
Moss Empire staff panicky over 
probable dismissals around Christ- 
mas, 


trying to sell his 


Morosco. 


see 


Roy Fox still on the sick list, 
but signed with Decca for another 
year. 

New revue talked about, with 
Edith Day and Ethel Levey as the 
stars. 

Adolph Menjou reckons there's 
as much hustle here as in Holly- 
wood. 

Clive Brook coming over from 


Hollywood to play for Paramount- 
British. 

James Drawbell, ‘Sunday Chron- 
icle’ editor, has written an original 
for Elstree. 

Will Evans says no man is worth 
more than $30 per week, but does 
not disclose his own salary. 

Took Charlie Tucker two years 
to figure Veter Bernard as propo- 
sition for Trocadero cabaret. 

Ludwig Satz introducing Maurice 
Moscovitch to Jewish Pavilian au- 
diences as his teacher and Mosco- 
vitch receiving ovation. 

J. B. (Good Companions’) Priest- 
ley now reviewing other people’s 
books for the ‘Evening Standard.’ 
Arnold Bennett formerly did it. 

This autumn’s ocean crossings 
have been the worst in years. 

Jack Webb, for many years man- 
ager Victoria Palace, threatens to 
become an agent. 





Toronto 


Book biz improves. 

92,000 bridge players now. 

Big league basketball catches on, 

Christmas booze business awful, 

Writers Club stage an art show. 
No raid. 

Ruth Roland at Imperial at $1,000 
for six days. 

Pete McRitchie chief cauliflower 
writer, ‘Star.’ 

Wrestling shows 
‘exhibitions’ now. 

Don Labourdais press agenting a 
‘birth control’ clinic. 

Dailies raved but 
couldn't do business. 


all staged as 


‘Private Lives’ 


No guarantees at Royal Alex- 
andria (Shubert) now. 

Star reporters put on a radio 
benefit and collect $3,600. 

zordon Sinclair sells Ladies 
Home Journai, a travel yarn. 

Al Plunkett has his all-male 


revue, ‘Dumbells,’ going again. 
Cameron Matthews’ English play- 
ers fold at the Empire Saturday. 
seorge Keppie and Vaughan Glaser 
back in stock at the Victoria soon. 
Austin Campbell, in Kingston 
penitentiary, has his first novel 
published. 





teens 


Roly Young says he used to sing 


at Little Church Around Corner, 
New York. 

Irene Rich being partied. Says 
that big square cut emerald is 


worth one buck cash. 

American dough at premium 25 
per cent. Acts being paid here in 
Canadian cash burning up. 

Chancellor Boylen, chief censor, 
had to call for the smelling salts 
when he saw ‘Frankenstein.’ 

Edward Johnson, Metropolitan 
opera tenor, says whole Metropoli- 
tan crowd lost their shirts in the 
market, 

A. D. 
novel between 
the new baby. 
bring it out. 

Obit has 


(Cowboy) Kean writes a 
periods of nursing 
MacMillans will 


been set up for Irving 
Robertson, editor-in-chief of To- 
ronto ‘Telegram,’ who is sinking. 
Paper to be sold on his death by 
Sick Children's hospital, owner 





under will of Irving's father. 
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East 


Margale Gilmore, out of ‘Wimpole 
Street,’ due to tonsilitis, returned 
last week. 





Ina Claire back from Hollywood, 
to try stage again. 


Eastman Kodak nicked by Chas. 
B. Gray, Philadelphia, for $153,553. 
Federal court awarded him that 
part of his $500,000 suit, based on 
the use of his push button device 
for shutter release. 


Musicians and stage crew at Met. 
Op., refuse to follow the singers in 
taking a cut. Holding out for the 
moral effect on other orchs, 





Raytheon Co., m'fg's of rectifying 
tubes, has entered suit in the Fed- 
eral court in Boston for $15,000,000, 
alleging violation of the anti-trust 
laws through conspiracy. At the 
same time it filed a suit in the State 
Supreme Court asking that RCA be 
restrained from voiding the license 
granted Raytheon to manufacture 
under royalty. Also asking for re- 
turn of $167,778 royalties which it 
alleges have illegally been collected 
under that agreement. 


Mrs. Wm. C. Hammer announces 
that she will take over the Phila. 
Op. Co., which was the project of 
her late husband, who died Nov. 30. 
Second woman to skipper op. sing- 
ers; the first, of course, being Mary 
Garden. 


Wm. McCuen has bought the 
southern rights to ‘Everybody’s 
Welcome,’ and will tour one and 


two day stands, starting in Rich- 
mond New Year's Eve. 


Police magistrate dismisses the 24 
men and women raided in a nudist’s 
gym, but suggested that they might 
at least wear trunks. 


Rose Ferron, known as the Prin- 
cess Rajah in vaude, was arrested 
Monday (14) by a policewoman for 
telling fortunes with tea leaves. She 
was fined $100 last month for the 
same offense. Florence de Quatto, 
her asst, also held. 





Gilbert Miller quits making the 
speech in ‘Good Fairy’ and hands 
the job over to Ernest Lawford. 
Stuck longer than expected. 


No one beats the final curtain at 
the Sing Sing minstrels. All have 
to remain seated until after the 
show, when the convicts are counted 
and sent to their cells. Only after 
that may the visitors leave the audi- 
torium. Designed to prevent escapes 
in the crowd. It happened once, 





Toto’s Club, 150 W. 56th street, 
raided early Tuesday a. m, by four 
Feds. Chas. Smith, m.c., charged 
with maintaining a nuisance, and 
Michael Delix with selling drinks. 
Three male employees and 16 wo- 
men entertainers also took the ride. 





Jos. Jackson and Doris Anderson, 
authors of ‘Cold in Sables,’ 
way from the Coast to attend open- 
ing of their play. 





Mickey Walker back in court, gets 
a retrial in the suit of first Mrs. 
Walker for support between the 
split and the divorce. Papers sent 
to jury room were not offered in 
evidence. 


Threatened suit of Wilda Albini, 
actress, against Wm. H. Beers for 
$52,000 damages for his alleged fail- 
ure to angel her play, takes concrete 
form with papers filed in Supreme 
Court Sat. (19). 





Donald Ogden Stewart, Morris 
Green and Joe Cook have been sit- 
ting in conference about a new 
show for Cook, Not to be presented 
until next fall, so no hurry. 


Channing Pollock heading for 
Calif. to give 61 speeches in 63 days. 

Failing to dig out a new play, 
Grace George may go to California 
to appear in ‘The First Mrs. 
Frazer,’ stage. 

Senator Dill, author of the Radio 
Act, now proposes an act for the 
radio. Wants the senate debates 
broadcast, tests having shown the 
practicability of the plan. May 
open political careers to the 
crooners. 





Thos. J. Sheppard, member of 
Crossett & Dunlap, pubs. of re- 
prints of pop novels, blames Nathan 
Sanders, Brooklyn orch leader, for 
his domestic troubles which ended 
Friday (18) with the granting of a 
separation to Mrs. Sheppard, with 
30 a week alimony. According to 


on their 


Sheppard, he objected to the inti- 
macy which existed between his 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Ruth Fahy, 
widow, and the baton brandisher. 
Last August he ousted Sanders 
from his home in Sayville, L. L, and 
the rest of the family went along. 
But Mrs. Sheppard tells it some- 
what differently, adding that he 
threw them all out, and blaming it 
all on booze. 


Creditors suing to recover the- 
atrical property it is alleged Arthur 
Hammerstein transferred before he 
went into bankruptcy. Defendants 
named are Mrs. Dorothy Hammer- 
stein, his wife, and the Rose Marie 
Co., Inc., and the latter company 
and Hugh A. Grady. Suit is brought 
by Cecelia S. Bruer, to whom Harry 
Zalkin transferred all claims against 
Hammerstein as trustee for the 
creditors. Sum claimed is_ split 
$50,000 against Mrs. Hammerstein 
and Rose Marie, and $100,000 
against the latter company and 
Grady. Court authorized serving of 
Grady by leaving the papers at his 
residence. 


Harry Leblang, nephew of the 
late ticket broker, doing the lyrics 
for ‘The Enchanted Prince,’ N. Y. 
juvenile theatre’s production. 
‘Louder, Please’ played Sing Sing 
prison Sunday (20). First show to 
go to the jail in about five years, 





Movement on in the Bronx to per- 
mit Parent-Teachers Ass'n to cen- 
sor films to be shown children. Ap- 
plies to shows given by schools as 
benefits for ‘general organization’ 
funds, 


Boston all agog over discovery 
that the Park theatre there had a 
revolving stage years ago. Told in 
‘Variety's’ ‘50 Years’ .about' six 
weeks ago, but Boston is just find- 
ing out. On ‘U. P.’ wire. 


Portland, Me., declares Dec. 27 a 


holiday. Local Elks are giving a 
dinner to Rudy Vallee, 

Charles: Dillingham will give 
Chevalier a four-week whirl on 
concert tour between pictures. 
Starts Jan. 20 in St. Louis. Jacques 


Fray and Mario Brigiotto assist. 





Peaches Browning lost her di- 
vorce suit against ‘Daddy.’ Thrown 
out of court on grounds of insuffi- 
cient evidence on the initiative of 
the judge, who felt his time was 
being wasted. On testimony of a 
chauffeur that Browning’ took 
Marion and Evelyn Jenis for rides, 
during which they sat on his: lap, 
and the testimony of a private de- 


and saw one of the girls rearrang- 
ing her clothing, the former Mrs. 


alimony. Edgar Allen, Peaches’ 
former agent, testified for Brown- 
ing. 


in the news as 
killed. She was with Diamond 
when he was shot in a New York 
hotel, and has been in 
the papers since then, 


Walter Damrosch heads a com- 
mittee of musicians who will seek 
to raise $300,00 for the 3,000 unem- 
ployed musicians in N. Y. 





to be known as the WMCA. Pres- 
ent home of that radio station, 
WMCA, which now uses two floors, 
will take a third for television 
broadcasting. Building now under 
the control of Manufacturers’ Trust 
Co., which foreclosed. 

Steamship company advertising a 
New Year’s Eve trip beyond the 
12-mile limit. Starts 31 and returns 
Jan. 1. ° 





W. A. Brady defended the critics 
before the Theatre Assembly at the 
Astor Friday (18). Holds play 
should be judged from audience 
rather than a critical viewpoint. 

Gus Edwards will be the guest of 
honor at the open meeting of the 
Jewish Theatrical Guild this eve- 
ning (22). Eddie Cantor and 
George Jessel, both v. p.’s will at- 
tend. Morosco theatre, 11:15. 





M.P.T.O.A. selects Washington as 
convention city for 1932. Dates are 
March 14-16, Julian Brylawski and 
Sidney Lust will function on the 
local end. 

Plagiarism suit brought by Mrs. 
Carol McMillan Reid against The- 
atre Guild and Sidney Howard 
withdrawn on eve of hearing. She 
charged ‘The Silver Cord’ was lifted 





from her play. Suit was due in 
Jan., 1930, but withdrawn then, as 
now, as trial neared. This time 


tective that he peeped into the car 


Browning asked for a divorce and 


Marion Roberts, show girl, again 
Legs Diamond is 


and out of 


Hammerstein theatre building is 


Mrs. Reid ‘must stay put, judge 
making that a condition of signing 
the withdrawal order. No settle- 
ment was made. 





Chorus Equity bewailing chorus 
must now be useful as well as orna- 
mental. Economically minded man- 
agers no longer hire gals who are 


merely artistic crnaments. It’s the 
depression, 

Lyric, recently opened picture 
theatre at Oyster Bay, L. I, de- 


stroyed by fire Thursday (17). Loss 
about $100,000, not covered by in- 
surance, Owned by E. K, Hutchin- 
son, 


Fred Hosli, the master stage 
mechanic at the Met, was injured 
in an auto smash at Red Bank, N. 
J.. Tuesday (15), sustaining four 
fractured ribs, lacerations and other 
injuries. He was taken to the Red 
Bank hospital, but it is announced 
that he will be back on the job 
in a couple of weeks. Hosli was 
speeding to catch a special train 
carrying the company to Phila. 
when the car ran into a telegraph 
pole. 


‘Love’s Out of Fashion,’ which 
sprinted over the subway circuit 
earlier in the season, has been re- 
named ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ 
and will be brought into the Long- 
acre Dec. 30, breaking in at Hart- 
ford. Henry Potter is staging. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner will move 
over to the Lyceum, Dec. 28. 


Broadway buzzing that Reri, 
Polynesian star of ‘Tabu’ film, and 
now at Hollywood Gardens, has 
eloped with Jack Hamilton. Brought 
here for. the ‘Follies,’ but flopped. 


Harry Langdon gets a divorce ac- 
tion for a Xmas present. Helen 
Mullins Langdon asking for $1,000 
weekly alimony and $10,000 counsel 
fees. Case goes to trial in White 
Plains, Dec. 23. 


Dagmar Petroff, pianist, suing 
Ted Ritchie, m. c., at the Jockey 
Club, for $3,500 cash and $15,000 in 
gifts. As Dagmar explains, she 
loaned him the money and gave him 
a car, 20 suits of clothes, five over- 
coats and a wrist watch, but stipu- 
lated all a loan, not a gift. To en- 
able him to put up a front. The 
front got him the job with the 
nitery and he was billed as ‘Broad- 
way’s most famous gigolo.’ Miss 
Petroff’s friends gave her the laugh. 
When Ritchie refused to change 
the billing, she entered suit. 





Edward P. (Mickey) Walker was 
remarried to Clare F. Helmers at 
Shrewsbury, N. J., Dec. 5. They 
were married last spring, but there 
was some question as to whether or 
not the divorce which melted him 
from his first wife had then become 
effective, so he took an encore to 
settle all doubts, 


Laurence Schwab, with Mrs. 
Schwab, Walter O’Keefe and Bobby 
Dolan off for an extended southern 
tour by auto, 





Nathan (Nigger Nate) Raymond 
mad two ways. His former wife, 
Claire Omlet Ray Carnevale, for- 
mer screen actress, not only mar- 
ried Charles E. Carnevale without 
divorcing Raymond, but her action 
led him to believe that she had, so 
he went and got married, too. All 
of which will be told the court in 
Carnevale’s action for annulment, 





Police after raiding the Delmoni- 
co, strolled into the Sherry-Nether- 
land and arrested seven men in the 
apartment occupied by Frank J. 
Blake, supposed to be a fictitious 
name. Five were dismissed, but 
Lon Mason and Henry Curtis were 
held on a charge of running a gam- 
bling establishment. Police found 
the roulette wheel and faro outfit 
after a three-day search. 


Minstrel show at Sing Sing prison 
took in about $5,000, pretty good 
b. o. for the week before Xmas. 
Goes to the Welfare fund. 


New bill would end Radio Com- 
mission, transferring its powers to 
the Dept. of Commerce, with a Di- 
rector of Radio and an appeals 
board of five. 


Monta Bell to marry Betty Law- 
ford tomorrow (23). They are at 
the Paramount's Astoria studio. 





N. Y. State picture censors re- 
port a profit of $150,000 for fiscal 
year ending last June. Viewed 1,698 
miles of film, killed 14, and made 
about 3,000 corrections. Made $1,- 
200,000 in 10 years. 





Mrs. Conrad Nagel and 
daughter, Ruth Margaret, ea&t 
spend the holidays with the actor. 


her 
to 


Santa Biondo, Met. op. singer, 
who disappeared leaving a suicide 


note, back again. Explained she 
had been looking for a man who 
owed her $70,000. Blames him for 


her Wall St. losses, 


Josephine Sabino, coloratura sop.., 
who was discovered in Maine by 
Gigli, has been tentatively selecied 








for the opera ‘Marina,’ by Mrs. Lara 
Anderson and Mrs. Moses L. Gule- 
sian, to be presented at Tremont 
theatre, Boston, Jan. 11. If success- 
ful, it will be brought to N. Y. 


Theo. Dreiser and Horace Live- 
right took their troubles to the 
Am. Arbitration = assn. Dreiser 
claims the publisher failed to live 
up to his contractual promises re- 
garding the stage version of ‘Ameri- 
can Tragedy’ by not arranging for 
75 stock performances a season, and 
claims the play reverts to himself. 


Liveright claims that Dreiser is 
wrong on the date when the play 
was released for stock showing. 


Dreiser lost the decision. 


. 





Paul D. Cravath, expected to 
shunt the Met. op. to Radio City 
when he replaced Otto Kahn, states 
that there will be no removal from 
the present site until all of the di- 
rectors are in agreement as to the 
new location, which will not be 
Radio City, 





of 
on 


NBC announces. broadcast 
‘Hansel and Gretel’ from Met. 
Xmas day. ‘Norma’ will be aired 
on the following day with other 
Sat. mats to follow. Contract calls 
for weekly Sat. broadcasts during 
season. 

Bertram Harrison injured in a 
car crash near Balto last week, will 
have to remain in hospital for sev- 
eral weeks. 


James Light has taken over the 
staging of ‘Trespass’ for Burton 
Hartford. Mildred Harris continues 
as assistant. 





Heywood Broun to stage a revue 
on the ‘Mauretania’ cruise to south- 
ern waters. His second water ef- 
fort. Unable to head the troupe 
himself, as he planned. 


Marjorie White was in a _ taxi 
crash in Philadelphia Thursday (17) 
when it collided with another car. 
Playing a date at a local theatre, 
she was on her way to a broad- 
casting studio, accompanied by Ed- 
ward Tierney. She suffered three 
broken ribs and body bruises. Tier- 
ney escaped with minor cuts. 





Cast of ‘Cynara’ presented Pat- 
rick Shrie, stage doorman of the 
Morosco, with a platinum watch, 
Wednesday (16), to mark the 60th 
anniversary of his connection with 
the theatre. He began in 1871 as 
call boy at the historic Boston Mu- 
seum, later going into vaudeville. 
He also has appeared with Lester 
Wallack, Richard Mansfield and in 
the original ‘Hearts of Maryland’ 
co. Doorman at the Morosco for 
about ten years. 


Coast 


Fifi Dorsay broke her engagement 
to Terrence Ray, actor, before leav- 
ing for a 10-week vaude tour. 











Woman walked into the home of 
Paul Lukas and refused to leave. 
Police booked her as ‘Jane Doe,’ 
drunk, 





Effecting a property settlement 
outside court, suit for temporary 
alimony pending trial of her divorce 
action was dropped by Mrs. Hazel 
Maye Borden, wife of Eddie Borden. 





Nita Cavalier, screen actress, had 
her marriage to Andrew BE. Warm- 
ington annulled, stating all her good 
luck turned to bad the minute the 
marriage ceremony was over. 


Ben Sherwood, architect. has filed 
suit against Charles Mack (Moran 
and Mack) for $25,000. Sherwood 
alleges Mack made statements af- 
fecting the former's business stand- 
ing. 





Driving his car into a parked ma- 
chine, Fred Newmeyer, film director, 
was booked for drunk driving. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wally Beery will 
raise the three children of a re- 
cently deceased relative. Children 
range from 15 months to nine years. 
The oo will adopt the youngest, 
a girl. 





Cited in court to pay a $54 judg- 
ment against him and his former 
wife, Eleanor Hunt, Rex Lease de- 
clared himself broke and jobless, 





Vivian and Rosetta Duncan listed 


their liabilities at approximately 
$50,000 and no assets in a court 
hearing following a  bankruptey 
petition. 





Attempted increase of $38,928 to 
the state inheritance tax on the es- 
tate of the late Mrs. Charlotte Smith 
was ruled out in Supreme Court 
when Mary Pickford objected that 
the levy was on a fund created en- 


tirely from Miss Pickford’s earn- 
ings. She stated she advanced 
$260,000 to her mother’s estate to 


enable it to comply with trust funds 
of $200,000 each to Lottie Pickford 
Gillard, Jack Pickford and Gwynne 
Pickford. Estate was valued at 
$1,196,884 when Mrs. Pickford died 
three years ago. 

Lillian Roth played the stock 
market while under age, therefore 





— 





a suit for $1,642 brought against her 
for margin balance by Anderson & 
Fox, brokers, was dismissed in L. a, 
last week. 





Fritzi Ridgeway is being sued in 
L. A. by Edna Peters for $200 which 
Miss Peters claims the actress bor. 
rowed in Feb., 1930, and refuses to 
repay. 





Barbara Weeks was involved in 
an auto accident last week in J,. A, 
with both cars nearly demolished, 


Neither she nor the other driver 
were injured, 

Fox Strand theatre, San Pedro, 
Cal., suffered a $5,000 loss by fire 


last week when a stage hand acci- 
dentally ignited a can of cleaning 
fluid and was badly burned. 

Terrence Ray, actor, was treated 
in a L. A. hospital last week for 
bruises and cuts, asserting he was 
injured in a fight with eight bandits 
who robbed him of $150. 

Joel Horwitz is suing Ralph Graves 
and his wife in L. A. for $331, al- 
leging he was employed by the de- 
fendants to arrange for importation 
of furniture from Italy and wasn't 
paid. 

Fletcher Norton received a broken 
jaw when bandits slugged him 
cause he only had 15 cents in 
pockets, 


be- 
his 


L. A. Superior Court found judg- 
ment in favor of Gunther Lessing, 
attorney, for $16,000 against Dolores 
Del Rio, for attorneys’ fees. Lessing 
had sued for $31,000. 

Forty-One Club, Los Angeles nite 
spot, was raided last week by fed- 
erals who booked six men and four 


women, all employees, on liquor 
charges. Nuisance charge will be 
placed against the club and an 


abatement will be asked. This is the 
same spot that housed the Los An- 
geles Press Club for many months; 
$10,000 worth of liquor was confis- 
cated. 

For robbing the Arlington theatre, 
Santa Barbara, Cal., of $395 two 
men were given seven-years-to-life 
sentences last week. 





warrants out for her, 

surrendered in L. A. 
last week. Following pleas of not 
guilty, Miss Nolan was ordered to 
face the wage ctaims of her numer- 


ous gown shop employees, Jan. 5. 


With 15 
Mary Nolan 


Rumored to wed Lawrence Tib- 
bett, Mrs. Jennie Frances Burgard 
of San Francisco vigorously denied. 
She just received a divorce in Reno. 

Eddie Brandstatter, proprietor of 
the Montmartre and Embassy clubs 
in Hollywood, was cleared last week 
of charges involving an alleged 
drinking party Oct. 1 in the club 
rooms, Brandstatter testified he 
turned the establishment over to the 
Yellow Dogs, a supposedly reputable 
private film social club, for that 
night. Police commission had con- 
sidered revoking his permit. 


Mid-West 


Mrs. Sen Kaney, wife of the radio 
announcer, was slugged and robbed 











by two bandits in her Chicago 
apartment. Jewels taken were only 
paste. 

Minneapolis is staging a little 


world series in a bridge contest be- 
tween F. E. Bruelhide, exponent of 
the Culbertson system, and Coord 
Roosen, playing his own. Match 
will continue until Dec. 30. 


John Pane-Gasser, former Chi- 
cago film operator, debuted at the 
Studebaker in a song recital. He's 
with the Detroit Civic Opera. 


Harry Melville, outdoor showman 
who died in Charlotte, N. C., was 
buried in Chicago on the Showmen’s 
League rest at Woodlawn cemetery. 


Irene Pavloska, opera diva, adopt- 
ed a baby girl a few months old, 
while her husband, Dr. Maurice Me- 
sirow of Chicago, failed to meet 


alimony arrears to his first wife, 
it was argued in court. Pavloska 


claims the kid is her own responsi- 


bility. 


Carmen Ferraro, head of an op- 
eratic coaching school in Chicago, 
was indicted by the federal grand 
jury on charges of using the mails 
to defraud. Ferraro, it is alleged, 
advertised he could get aliens into 
this country as non-quota citizens 
by representing them as students 
of the opera, 

Tito Schipa, opera ace, may have 
to fork over $2,650 to the govern- 
ment as duty on a $4,000 bracelet 
brought into this country by his 
wife in 1926. Federal agents 
grabbed the trinket for appraisal. 


Rosa Raisa will appear with the 


Chi Opera after an absence of 4 
year. Starts Dec. 22 in ‘The Jew- 
ess. It's Raisa’s 18th year with 


the company. 





City of St. Louis is interested in 
buying the Arena, 54-acre site fac- 
ing Forest Park, for conventions, 

(Continued c. page 41) 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





“The Swanson-Chanel Tumult 

If the price of prima donnaship is 
never to draw an unstudied breath, 
then Gloria Swanson in ‘Tonight or 
Never’ pays through the nose. De- 
jiberation is detected even in her 
gpontaneity. ; 

Surrounded by a production that 
matches the star in its determina- 
tion to be correc t to the last detail, 
Miss Swanson exhibits a small but 
choice wardrobe designed for her 
by Chanel. Now that all the tumult 
has dwindled over Hollywood's cap- 
ture of the publicized French de- 
signer, and her first efforts are on 
view, aided no little by Miss Swan- 
gon’s own @air for clothes. Swan- 
gon addicts may wonder what was 
all the shouting for. Save for one 
miraculously fitted nightgown that 
achieves all the allure inherent in 
this particular type of garment and 
yet paradoxically is fashioned of 
sturdy, opaque bound with 
satin, Chanel has done nothing cap- 
able of turning the better Holly- 
wood costume designers catty with 
jealousy. Her clothes fit well, 
are sleek in the usual Swanson man- 
ner, they’re for the most part re- 
strained, they’re good, but not ex- 
traordinarily so. They are rich 
with current chic, but they aren't 
proyhetic of new styles just around 
the corner. 

Settings and atmospheric touches 
sensitively bespeak Budapest ana 
the charming house of a sophisti- 
cated lady. . Miss Swanson listens 
to the music of a cembalon, she 
sleeps between exquisitely embroid- 
ered Madeira linen sheets, she sniffs 
the fragrance of attractively ar- 
ranged flowers that are smart 
enough not to be roses. True to her 
-radition, Gloria puts on a good 
show. 


crepe 


Sublimated Entrances 

At last Paramount has come to 
believe itself in its stage show title. 
It dubs its unit ‘Rhapsody in Stars’ 
and then really treats the princi- 
pals like stars. No Ziegfeld prima 
donna has ever been accorded a 
grander entrance than the group of 
performers this stage show presents 
with such magnificence, 

Each one’s name is emblazoned 
on the center of a three part screen, 
dressed on either side by statuesque 
maidens in refulgent trappings. As 
soon as the audience has had time 
to read the name and listen to the 
orchestra play the tune associated 
with the performer, the screen sep- 
arates. The middle is wafted heav- 
enward, the side pieces, with the 
maidens affixed, are pulled toward 
the wings, and with dramatic sus- 
pense, the promised star stands 
revealed. Now all the star has to 
do is prove herself worthy of her 
entrance. 

This they do. Lina Basquette 
is discovered sitting side saddle in 
hunting clothes on a milk white 
steed. Unfortunately the glory of 
her appearance is dimmed by the 
activities of the David Bines Bal- 
let, who trip on in bell hops’ uni- 
forms and dance while Miss Bas- 
quette is compelled to remain 
seated meanwhile and provide back- 
ground. Not until they finish does 
she dismount frem her precarious 
perch and by her expert toe dance, 
remind the audience that it is she 
who is Lina Basquette. 

Lillian Roth suffers no such dis- 
tractions. Looking slim, young and 
Willowy in simply molded metallic 
brocade, she sings several numbers 
and the house wishes she would 
SINS many more. 


Norma Shearer in High 

When ‘Private Lives’ was an- 
nounced for Norma Shearer, there 
were those who felt MGM’s favored 
Star had bitten off more than she 
could chew. This was a piece all 
brittle, a fragile thing dependent on 
the expert manner of its playing, 
and Miss Shearer, when previously 
face to face with the light touch. 
had been seen to struggle uncer- 
tainly. eS 

Now the picture has been released, 
and it turns out that Miss Shearer 
has developed poise, assurance, the 
charm of naturalness. Gone are all 


0 defensive mannerisms except 
€ habit of unnecessarily smooth- 
ing her fine-fitting 


"olla clothes. She 
‘OWS now how to be blithe with- 
Cut being irritating, that ease is not 
ere scension. The neatly clipped 
“’nciation that she has always 
had is invaluable for the swift 
Speeches of this talker. 
Merkel, also engaged in 
that pictures need fear high 


Una 


Proving 


they | 





comedy no longer, is sympathetic- 
ally appealing and most fetching in 
her smartly severe black moire 
dress, 


Ladies of the State 
of feminine 
notably 


The charm 


high this 


State is 
Even the 
credit to the fair sex. 
Rooney does not permit the exigen- 
cies of training for her profession 
to destroy her womanly contours. 


ait the 


week. 


She is young and pretty, supple and |! 


well-rounded. 


Two of the Three Ryans 





lady acrobat is a} 
. | 
Jennie 


! 


j 


have a| 


little sister who with her unspoiled | 


freshness and merry smile gives the 
act one of its chief distinctions. 
Since her brothers are dressed in 
black and white, and this is a har- 
monious family, Miss Ryan wears 
black and white, too, a checked 
blouse vest and a wide striped satin 
skirt. 

Betty Jane 
who realizes the importance 
carriage. 


Cooper is a dancer 


She holds herself smartly, 


of good | 


shoulders high, back arched, and as} 


a consequence all her stepping takes 


on great style. Even her white 
chiffon costume, hung with bright 
blue velvet flowers, borrows chic 
from her bearing. 

Vera Kingston, putting up gra- 
ciously with Bert Gordon’s mad- 


ness, makes his outbursts effective 
by the contrast of her own dignity, 
encased in a regal gown of black 
velvet with an upstanding collar of 
metal lace. 


Shatter-proof Types 

Una Merkel, who has always been 
such a scatter-brain in pictures, 
stands quietly by in ‘The Secret Wit- 
ness’ and thinks. Using nothing 
but her bare hands and her woman’s 
intuition she sclves the mystery, 
tricks the murderer into confessing 
before a telephone whose receiver 
she has craftily lifted, frees the 
wrongfully suspected hero, and pro- 
vokes audience laughs to boot with 
her amusingly direct way of read- 
ing lines. She’s cast in quite a 
hodge-podge this time, but she at 
least doesn’t crack up. She main- 
tains her screen individuality any- 
way because her personality hap- 
pens to be so genuinely rich. 

Zazu Pitts too sticks to the style 
that has made fans so fond of her. 
It seems always her lot to serve. 
Though she is not a ‘hired giri’ 
this time, she’s a telephone opera- 
tor, and is just as subject to or- 
ders, and just as ineffectually re- 
sentful. Rita La Roy and Greta 
Granstedt do their atmospheric bits 
nicely. 


Capitol uirls Exercise Mad 


The Capitol stage show takes for 
its text this week the benefits to be 
derived from physical fitness. ‘Step- 
ping ~High,’ its title, refers to the 
rhythmic flex of well trained biceps, 
not, as one might think, to toes 
pointed skyward. The whole cast is 
gone calesthenics mad. The princi- 
pals employ trampolines, flying 
trapeze, and the floor for their ath- 
letics and the Chester Hale girls 
disport themselves on ladders, a 
trapeze line-up, and a rope spider 
web besides. 

Flo Mayo, whose breath-taking 
tricks on a high swinging trapeze 
arouse’ the imitative in the Chester 
Hale girls, offers along with her 
expert stunts a running comment 
of jokes that the girls, proving their 
ability to separate the wheat from 
the chaff, disdain. She is attrac- 
tively clad in tailored white panne 


velvet trousers and white satin 
blouse, The Chester Hale girls, 
when they too take to trapezes, 


wear little pale blue sailor suits and 
tams. 
Depressing Realism 

‘Heaven on Earth’ (Paramount) is 
set along the backwash of the Mis- 
sissippi. Its gilded palaces are 
squalid shanty boats, its angels 
inbred white trash all slightly 
touched. Anita Louise is ‘Tow- 
head,’ the heroine angel; her blonde 
head gives off the radiance of a 
halo, but her garments are tatters 
and her jewels a necklace of safety 
pins. 

Elizabeth Patterson plays’ the 
kindly old good fairy. Her name is 
Vergie and she spends her days 
sewing up mosquito netting hoods 
to keep out the evil spirits. Every- 
one save Miss Louise is very ugly, 
very unpleasant to look at, very sin- 
cere in making clear the simple 
minded squalor of their lives. De- 





Did You Know That— 





Eddie Buzzell's 
joining him in California for 
the winter....Barbara New- 
berry had to rush back from 
Chicago, before receiving her 
final decree, to start rehears- 
ing with the ‘Little Racketeer’ 
for the Shuberts....the Duke 
and Duchess of Manchester 
were entertained at the May- 
fair Saturday night by Sophie 
Tucker and Odette Myrtill.... 


parents are 


they’re wondering if Lois 
Moran and George Gershwin 
are really serious....Ada Mae 
has recovered from that at- 
tack of pneumonia....Jenie 
Jacobs and Pauline Cook are 


presenting each other a trip to 
Bermuda for Xmas....appar- 
ently some holdup on Buddy 
Rogers’ contract with Ziegfeld, 
and Jack Whiting may go into 


this Brown-Henderson affair 
....-Dorothy Hall is consider- 
ing a play....Mrs. Charles 


Einfeld took herself and small 
daughter home from the 
pital the other @ay....John 
Hundley is spending Xmas at 
home, in Ohio....Ken Nichols 
is now with Jed Dooley.... 
Inez Courtney may return to 
the Coast after the holidays. 


hos- 














Deaf Mute’s Plea 


(Continued from page 7) 
movies (silents) the 100% deaf peo- 
ple would spend money without 
grudging, as it was the only thea- 
tre form of entertainment possible 
for them. 

















- Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 











Models, Stage and Salon 

By not being allowed to officiate | 
at the Roxy Fur and Fashion Show, | 
! 


the American Show Girl gets a 
break. The Roxy’s employment of 
professional mannequins from the 
|Fifth Avenue Studios throws a more 


ledy 


| audience. 


| 
| 





l|grow into the suggestion of a bolero. 


Q. Were you a consistent picture | 


goer in silent days? 

A. Scarcely a day passed with- 
out my going to a movie. 

Q. Which pictures have you re- 
cently seen that you could under- 
stand and enjoy? 

On ‘Cimarron’ 

A. I never go to any of which I 
know nothing beforehand. I saw 
‘Dracula’ because I read the book, 
and the same with ‘Cimarron.’ 

Q. Do you consider that the elim- 
ination of silents took away from 
the deaf their greatest amusement? 

A. Deaf people were heartbroken 
when talkers came in. But, if to- 
day they knew that there are some 
pictures containing 75% or more 
action they would flock to see them. 
for instance, ‘Cimarron’ was 80% 
action, yet few deaf people learned 
of that fact. Had it been known, at 
least 1,000,000 more persons would 
have paid to see it. Best, cheapest 
and most effective way to get deaf 
people into the theatres would be to 
let them know that such and such 
a picture is mostly action; give out 
short synopses at theatres for the 
deaf in which some of the dialog is 
quoted. 

Social Clubs 


Further, Ballin stated that the 
deaf and hard of hearing meet in 
clubs and organizations all over the 
country. There are 110 clubs of the 
completely deaf with memberships 
averaging 200 each, while there are 
100 leagues of the hard-of-hearing 
averaging 500 members each. To 
give an idea of the number of those 
100% afflicted in the large cities, 
Ballin stated that in Los Angeles 
there are 1,500 with three clubs, two 
fraternities and five churches. He 
said that the comparative figures 
hold for other key cities and show 
tremendous increases where the 
population is greater. 

Ballin maintains that the chief 
amusements at the clubs is show- 
ing silent pictures, although they 
have by now about exhausted the 
supply. Asked why the theatre in 
Chicago which showed _ silents, 
mainly for the deaf, was not a suc- 
cess, Ballin answered that it was 
because the pictures shown were 
old. Deaf people as a class are in- 
veterate picture goers and therefore 
had seen almost all the pictures. 

He also pointed out that asa class 
the deaf were not affected by radio, 
therefore not kept away from the- 
atres to listen to broadcasts as 
might be true of persons not so 
afflicted. 





spite its good intent in presenting 
an uncompromising picture of des- 
titue shanty-boaters, the ladies 
would prefer realism and more gilt 
It’s all right with 


wants to begin in poverty, in order 


te contrast the heroine's’ early 
background with the magnificence 
she attains at the end, but to stay | 


in rags all the way through the 


ladies find unpardonable. 


the gals if a film} 


mates the ease of her theatrical 
sisters. Their mincing steps and 
apologetic. manners are unofficial 
itributes to revue-ites who know 
lhow to walk slowly and gracefully, 
| long limbs swinging from the hips 
in unbroken rhythm. 

| If they’d come down from their 
|dressing rooms a little earlier and 


istand in the wings, 


| 
a 


come. 


favorable light on the posers of the 
Holding a 
a flight of carrying a 
are instinctive rites to musical com- 
ladies. It is when these 
duties performed by un- 
work that they ap- 
pear insurmountably difficult. 
Buried in ermine, mink and sable, 
Fifth avenue mannequins shrink in- 
to insignificance on the Roxy plat- 
form, They dare not look at the 
Only one of their mem- 
bers ventures a smile and approxi- 


stage. pose, descending 


stairs, gown 
only 


are girls 


stage 


trained for 


the mannequins 
could pick up a few hints on stage 
deportment from Ruth Etting. Miss 
Etting knows the value of a warm 
smile that makes audiences wel- 
Zeautifully poised, her 
movements are slow and graceful, 
emphasizing the allure of a black 
velvet whose sequined straps 
broaden over the shoulders and 


Satisfied with the criticism of her 
dressing room mirror, Miss Etting, 
untroubled by self-conscious anxi- 
ety, takes the pains to enunciate 
carefully, and charms the audience 
with her warm, unaffected singing. 

Tony de Marco’s partner advo- 
cates a simple white crepe for a 
waltz and twinkling one-step. Its 
plain bodice is relieved by tracery 
of dark beads on shoulder straps 
and decolletage and its clinging 
skirt introduces fullness at a gently 
molded hip-line. 


All Kinds of Mamas 
If ‘Skippy’ doesn’t grow up into a 
regular guy, it won’t be the fault 


of his screen mother. She’s a 
sweet person, gentle and under- 
standing. A modern parent, she 


never opposes her son's wildest, 
most incomprehensible schemes. 
Withholding judgment until she’s 
heard Skippy’s side of the story, 
she treats him like a sturdy little 
man instead of a baby to be 
fondled and condescended to, Por- 
trayed: by charming Enid Bennett, 
she’s a mother of whom any little 
chap would be awfully proud. Her 
good taste is reflected in a cosy, 
well-run home and the simple house 
frocks and dinner gowns in which 
Miss Bennett. screens with quiet 
beauty. 

Mrs. Wayne, just as nice as Mrs. 
Skinner, is one of the few advan- 
tages given poor little ragamuffin 
Sooky. Not as protected as Skip- 
py’s ma, she shares her troubles 
with a frenziedly earnest child 
whose little head puzzles over pov- 
erty and fainting spells. But she’s 
trained her son to be resourceful. 
Running out to play, he urges her 
to call when threatened by another 
fainting spell—‘two long hollers, and 
one short’ will bring him to her 
side. 

Nasty little Sidney, who lords his 
ice cream cones and uniform over 
all the other neighborhood boys, 
has the kind of mother he deserves, 
a harsh-voiced suburbanite whose 
brusque commands take all the fun 
out of mowing the lawn and run- 
ning down to the grocery store. 

Soiled Dove Heroine 

There never was a more 
boiled heroine than the who 
motivates the sordid melodrama, 
‘Safe in Hell.” She’s a poor aban- 
doned gal, a shady lady with a 
vitriolic temper and a_ staunchly 
disillusioned viewpoint. When death 
is her only means of defeating the 
enemy, slouches off to a self- 
contrived hanging, head high, cig- 
arette clamped defiantly between 
her lips. Fanettes, who attend mov- 
ies largely for the realization of 
dreams that come true, find her 





hard- 


lass 


she 





sombre, relentless fate a gripping 
but morbid substitute for a gay eve- 
ning in the theatre, 

Dorothy Mackaill makes no com- 


| tive 


taste of her wardrobe with careless 
posture and a loose shambling walk. 
Her slippers are soiled and down at 
the heel, her clothes shoddy and 
disordered. Not content with ex- 
ternals, she digs deeply into her 
part to project the sloven, vindic- 
groping after happiness of 2 
girl who knows she'll never get a 
break. 

A neatly introduced allows 
Nina Mae McKinney's musical 
speech to moan into full-throated 
melody, her performance a mixture 
of childish simplicity and utmost 
sophistication. 


song 


A Stooge Heroine 

‘Maker of Men’ might have saved 
one salary if it had decided right off 
to eliminate its heroine. The ward- 
robe department would then have 
spared itself the expense of several 
cute sports costumes, and the plot 
could have gone merrily on with- 
out making false pretenses of inter- 
est in Joan Marsh. 

Miss Marsh makes approximate- 
ly four brief appearances on the 
screen—and appearances is all she 
makes. What chance has a poor 
girl whom the scenarist keeps as 
far away as possible from the men 
of the title? In shot No. 1, she 
registers at college, yeuthfuliy 
jaunty in knit blouse, scarf and 
matching turban, Shot No. 2, finds 
her enthusistically cheering the 
home team. Shot No. 3 gives her a 
chic tweed coat and a haughty look 
for scorning the lad whose fumble 
cost the game. Her final appear- 
ance, screened long before the fade- 
out takes her back to the bleachers 
and leaves her there to wait for 
next year’s game if she’s a mind to, 

Natalie Moorehead doesn’t care 
about football players, though she 
hopes the victory of Western U 
will induce her alumnus husband to 
buy her an ermine coat. She con- 
tributes her usual characterization 
of a mercenary lady, well groomed 
in silver foxes and those old-fash- 
ioned Eugenie hats that will be re- 
membered as the quaint fad of Sep- 
tember, 1931, 


Films’ Charity Polo 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Fair turnout of picture people, 
considering what was cold Califor- 
nia weather, were at the charity 
polo game and equestriene show 
last week at the Hollywood Polo 
and Hunt Club. Money was given 
to the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 
Taking part in the show as riders 
were Tom Moore, Mitzi Green. 
Jackie Searle and others. James 
Gleason umpired the polo game, 
while other officials were Robert 
Armstrong, Lew Cody, and Russell 
Gleason. Girls presenting trophies 
were Mary Brian, Priscilla Dean 
and Claudia Dell. 
Several hundred dollars were 
turned over to the relief fund. 








News From the Dailies 


(Continued from page 40) 


exhibitions and other events. So 
far no price has been mentioned or 
method of financing, although own- 
ers of the property are said to be 
willing to take $2,000,000. 





Mysterious bomb was dropped in 
the entrance of the Uptown, Daven- 
port, Ia., in the middle of the night. 
Wrecked the building front and 
broke about 300 windows in the 
neighborhood. Damage estimated 
around $5,000. 


Ben Ehriich, Chi theatrical at- 
torney, being sued for $25,000 dam- 
ages over an auto accident. hap- 
pening a couple of years ago, 


Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibi- 





tors Ass'n. elected E. C. Flanigon 
its new president, Other officers 
are Paul Gusdanovic, vice; E. W. 


Erdmann, secretary; 
sky, treasurer. 


John Urban- 


Joy P. Miller, Ashland (Neb.) 
jeweler and optometrist, was freed 
of charges of operating a radio sta- 
tion without a license. Federal dis- 
trict court jury agreed on the ver- 
aict, 





New midget talking machine, de- 
veloped by the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories, is being turned out 
by Western Electric at its Haw- 
thorne plant near Chicago. 





promises with her characterization. | 


| She submits to a frowsy, ill-kempt| 
| 
j coiffure 


and increases the cheap | 


Portable outfit is small enough te 
pack in a suitcase but designed prie 
m«rily for use in schools, churches, 
clubs and commercial organizations. 
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Merry Christmas, 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper.) 








Federal agents asking the incomes 
of big acts making no income tax 
returns. 





Eddie Cantor was suing Dane 
Claudius for $2,000 damages for as- 
sault. Both in Ziegfeld’s ‘Frolics’ 
and Claudius no like a parody Can- 
tor did of their old time songs. Told 
not to do it again and when he did— 
biff! 





discontinued its strike 
Not enough strike news. 


‘Variety’ 
bulletins, 





Legit theatres in such demand in 
New York houses were requiring 
guarantees. Guarantees ran from 
$2,000 to $3,500 weekly. 





Artcraft was announcing George 
M. Cohan in ‘Broadway Jones’ to be 
a Feb. release, but it wasn’t. 





Remick was touting ‘God Save Us 
All’ as the great peace song. Chorus 
started: 

‘When England, France and Ger- 
many, 

‘Will all advance in peace and har- 
mony.’ 





Drama managers giving Xmas 
presents up to one week’s salary. 





Bonfils and Tammen took over the 
Sells-Floto circus on which they 
held a $100,000 mortgage. Show 
went for $87,500. 





Chicago legit managers were 
planning to follow N. Y. by boost- 
ing from $2 to $2.50 top. 





S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) resigned as 
mgr, of the Rialto to assume man- 
agement of Rivoli when built by G. 
M. Hecksher. Corner site had been 
abandoned because of existence cf 
a two-inch strip, running from 
B’way to 7th avenue, to which no 
one held title. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








‘Clipper’ described jewelry worn 
by Chas. L. Davis, who played ‘Alvin 
Joslin,’ and later figured impor- 
tantly in theatre world in Pitts- 
burgh. His ring was a $30,000 dia- 
mond and a solitaire in his necktie 
was valued at $20,000. His watch, 
studded with diamonds, cost $7,150. 
Smaller stones gave him a total 
value of about $60,000. 





Party of four in a New Orleans 
theatre stopped the show by making 
insulting remarks to the actors, who 
refused to proceed until they were 
ejected. Show was ‘Hazel Kirke.’ 





Gabrielle Du Sault, leading wo- 
man in a Philadelphia stock com- 
pany, was suing for a season's sal- 
ary, though she quit because handed 
roles not in her line. Salary, $40 a 
week, 





J. H. Haverly took the back page 
to tell of his 16 enterprises, includ- 
ing six theatres, seven touring com- 
panies and three mining concerns. 





As an aftermath of the fatal thea- 
tre fire in Vienna, that city forbade 
the giving of two performances in 
any theatre on the same day. 





A couple advertising for engage- 
ment added that no letters from 
managers would be considered un- 
less accompanied by references as 
to character and financial responsi- 
bility. 





One of the regular advertisers 
was a dealer in marked cards, 
crooked faro boxes, sleeve and vest 
machines, shiners and bugs. 


Showmen, Only, Can Run Show Business 





Showmen only can run the show business. Bankers, eff- 
ciency men, ex-floorwalkers or merchants and bookkeepers 
have proven themselves failures at it. 





Bankers are the money source for some companies and pos- 
sibly necessary to those concerns; efficiency men in the show 
business are like the bookkeepers, and they should stick to their 
job without trying to run or ruin the works, while the ex-floor- 
walkers or merchants, of course, are merely helpless trouble- 
makers around a show firm. 





None of these superfluous people in the show business know 
show business; they never can learn it and their ideas neither 
bring people to the box office nor make good pictures, In 
troublesome times, when the show business is crying to the 
four winds for assistance, all of the outsiders who have pushed 
their way in are useless—only showmen can help the show 
business. 





The showman is needed whether on the east or west coast. 
A showman is one who understands the boxoffice. That is re- 
quired knowledge whether in the operation of a theatre or the 
production of a picture. Both call for a sense of knowing how 
to appeal to the public at large. It’s the most difficult and deli- 
cate sense in any industry, the theatre’s appeal to the masses. 
It must be intuitive in part. It is not so much a matter of edu- 
cation in the show grade as it is experience, that experience 
which comes only to those who engage in the show business in 
their youth. An untainted experience in a single line that leads 
to an idea of what the public may like, to a salesmanship 
through the theatre, from the picture’s maker to its distributor, 
to its exploitation, to its exhibitor, and all showmen and all 
salesmen. 





Nothing foreign to the showmen should interfere in this 
process. The showman, if he is to aid the show business, re- 
store it to normalcy amongst its past and present millions of 
patrons, must do so unhampered. The banker or the efficiency 
man or any of the others must not interpose in the operation 
of the show business part of the show business; they must not 
be allowed to interject themselves and their ignorance into 
their selfish personal pursuit for something higher up, even 
though they wreck the company they represent in doing so. 





Heads of companies and bankers in control of show compa- 
nies had best issue orders to let the showmen alone in their 
showmanly operation, lest this economy and efficiency as thus 
far practiced continue to destroy the remaining low morale of 
the company’s forces—all of them. A showman cannot operate 
to his full worth without freedom of movement; he is never 
at his best when harassed, and particularly through notions or 
actions or efficiency movements placed in motion by the ignor- 
ant in semi-command. 





The show business has been hit the ieast by these bad times. 
What hit the show business the hardest blow was the panic 
within it. When there has been a drawing picture or show it 
has drawn. Perhaps not what was drawn in other years, but 
even so, a series of poor pictures, not bad times, brought about 
the film condition. Bad shows kept people away from the box- 
office; not bad conditions. 





The showman in his place, undisturbed or annoyed, must 
stand or fall by himself. He then has no alibi. That is as true 
of the producing showmen of the west as of the theatre operat- 





ing showmen of the east. Neither can go very far under the 
wraps of discontent created by an_ interfering personnel, 
Whether it is called ‘politics’ or just plain interference, the 
effect upon the operating showman is the same, and that com- 
pany is less likely to show results through its inside condition. 





A common mistake believed to have enveloped the whole 
show business has been the clipping of advertising down the 
entire line. Yet in New York City, where the department 
stores are now doing a heavy Christmas trade, somewhat un- 
expected, according to the accounts, that record has been 
brought about through advertising. It’s right under the noses 
of the film companies. Other examples of advertising are in 
the cigaret companies. All sell popular price commodities 
through their advertisements, and pictures is a pop price parcel 
of the show business. 





Lack of publicity has removed spirit from sales forces in pic- 
tures. Distribution departments have been carrying on handi- 
capped in their most vital selling angle. And the same with 
theatres. With the very apparent result of the distributor fail- 
ing to receive all of the possible gross because the theatre 
muffed a lot of its possible boxoffice sales. That brought about 
a double loss. Showmen openly declare that this handcufi- 
ing of the showman has brought about the lowered grosses for 
even what are known as good money pictures, While the 
merely average picture, which might have been built up under 
right conditions, simply washes away in a flood of red. 





It is taking somewhat of a chance to talk of advertising in a 
show trade paper. But the skimping of national and trade pub- 
licity for pictures has been so markedly noticeable, comment 
on it is repeatedly heard. The most often quoted remark is 
how the picture business expects to sell a secret, referring to 
its poorly advertised pictures with the exploitation departments 
instructed to hold down the budget. And the show business 
can only live on publicity! 





There are without question showmen in high positions in the 
picture business who recognize the outstanding faults. They 
probably feel they should go ahead regardless, doing what they 
know is the right thing to do to promote their pictures or 
theatres. 





Perhaps, though, there again enter the ‘politics’ or influence 
or interference. Whatever it is, it should be cast out and the 
showman left alone. To bankers worrying over show business 
investments, that is the most certain way to determine if they 
are to receive a return through showmanly operation and not 
by banker advice or appointment. 





Until the show business is returned to its showmen, the show 
business will not know where it stands. What theories others 
may Own or express; what opinions by the near-showmen may 
be advanced, along with all of the misinformation the aps 
prentice-showmen now in the show organizations appear to 
hold, none means a thing to the welfare of the show companies. 


Showmen had better be given a free rein once more. And 
the better showmen advanced as their present superiors in po 
sition fail to achieve the proper results. But company heads 
and bankers can do nothing so beneficial for their companies 
and investments as to leave the operating showmen severely 
alone in their operations. 








For only showmen can help the show business! 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Coupons for two reserved seats are being spread over New York 
for the Paul Gilmore Cherry Lane theatre. Pass is good for either 
$2 or $3 seats, at all time, including Saturday and Sunday, it reads. 
A small side line mentions there will be a charge of 25c on the $2 seats 
and 50c. on the $3 seats given under the pass. 

Nothing new to the gag excepting the ‘$2 and $3 reserve seats.’ 

It‘s like the Shuberts when they hugged that Shubert Benefit Fund 
scheme to extract 10% of the face of the deadhead tickets from pass 
bearers. The Benefit Fund still seems in existence according to the 
Shubert-signed checks drawn upon it, 

Anyone asking the Shuberts for a pass got a routine unless requesting 
a hit show, when they were switched over to a bad boy. The routine 
was that the Shuberts thought the applicants should have a box and 
enjoy the show. If the applicant said there would be but two people 
and a box was not wanted, it was usually forced anyway, on the good 
will spiel. 

At the theatre when the deadhead presented his pass he received 
a box calling for six seats at $6.60 each, with the Benefit Fund 10% 
tax amounting to $3.90. Two $3.50 tickets would have brought but 70c 
in tux to the Shubert maw. 








Constance Binney’s decision to revive ‘A Kiss for Cinderella’ with 
herself starring, is against the desires of James Barrie, the author. 
Barrie doesn’t think the time is here for a revival and so informed Miss 
Binney, also adding that any revival of it coming into New York would 
have to be okayed as to cast, etc., by him. She got an okay from him for a 
road tour in the piece, pending his approval of the cast. She opens in 
Newark, N. J., Dec. 28. Proposal is to stick to the road after that until 
the English playwright is convinced the company is good enough for 
New York. 

In the cast besides Miss Binney are John Williams, Ernest Harford, 
Leonard Boyne, Roland Hogue, Langdon Bruce and Eleanor Stuart. 
Harold Winston is staging. 





Talk around that Chester Erskin is playing angel to Ben Stein's pro- 
duction of ‘The Fiend,’ a mystery play. Not so, with the talk having 
started through Erskin guaranteeing Stein’s Equity bond on his own 





letter-head. Stein was g. m. for Erskin’s last production, ‘I Love an 





Actress,’ friendship from that resulting in Erskin'’s wanting to help Stein 
get started as a producer. 

What makes it a little funny is that Erskin, the guy who's supposed 
to be angeling somebody else, is holding up production on a play of his 
own, ‘Manhattan Medley,’ because he hasn't located cash enough to get 
started, 

Sidney Salkow, casting for Chester Erskin, generally claims to have 
seen all plays actors mention when looking for a part. Idea is to keep 
them from exaggerating value of their roles in past plays. Only slip 
came last week when an actress told him she had been in ‘The Venetian’ 
and he said, ‘Oh, yes, I remember you in that.’ 

‘That's impossible,’ she said, ‘I was only an understudy.’ 





One show appears to have been enough, at least for a while, for Carol 
Sax, who recently closed ‘Guest Room’ after nine weeks at the Biltmore. 
Producer has turned back the key to his office with insiders avering he 
is through, temporarily anyhow. 

Sax ran a theatre group in Paris recently. 





Topmost salary in a rehearsing revival to play matinees only inside 
said to be $100 and the rest scaled lower. Meaning that for the three or 
four weeks rehearsals the bounty, if figured, would probably come tv 
pennies per hour. 

Star on a guarantee against percentage, 





Accident to Adoiph Phillips’ leg said to be the reason Paul Trebitsch 
has held up his proposed German troupe. First intended for the holiday 
stretch, but off now until later in Jan., if then. 

Phillips said to have tripped, severely spraining the ankle. 





The new Irving Berlin-Moss Hart musical will have a scene showins 
a pushcart peddler bellowing: ‘Actors for Sale! Actors for Sale!’, which 
wil. be the title of a song number. 

It’s a mild rib on an agent. 





An independent manager sought booking in the Shubert office and was 





surprised to learn from Jules Murry that a script of the play would 
have to be submitted first. Supporsed to be an order from Charles 
Fisk, co-receiver representing the Irving Trust. 

Leo Bulgakov's production in the muny auditorium in White Plains, 
N. Y, of ‘Cherry Orchard’, quit after a week. It was said to be «! 


attempt at starting a legit group in Westchester County. 
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for Shubert in the interim. F ; Chicago, Dec. 21. around town. legit year, last August to date, ra 
: The status of the Snunert receiv- Local legit men are more than —w noe'y _ ye i tring rt 
in a ership with Equity was somewhat 9 perturbed about the switching of ck ae i aga 2 Pega 2 saollveoot to 
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ers salaries of its manager-members. Erlanger Clause ment was arrived at. BPOG.) p60 6dsccocncee ssees $40,009 
Just what disposition will be made ’ ‘ ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Max Gordon Another manager in the same] ‘Left Bank’ (Universal) Soh O48 $40,000 
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es Equity says that because of the p 0 oy es contract with the Erlanger theatre; | tion was handling a show for a As fi ‘al ventures in legit, thé 
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? the few done being of pre-receiver- | not forgotten in two months, and a > uae transpired to date is taat Ge 
For Maude Adams Show ship vintage. besides, that by consistent plugging, Equity All-Star Radio spite the acute lack of material for 
— It is declared the Shuberts can | trailerizing and ‘watch for’ ads, that films, the picture people have found 
tein buy no plays unless okayed by the | the show can be retained in the Sh f F ds Lost little of wg 8 quality in legit 
Reading, Pa., Dec. 21. receivers. From conversation it ap- | public’s consciousness for the 60- ow for run this season. Material just as good 
—_ Maude Adams played one night to | pears this will not be done, day protection period. B N Ball Thi Y me rg poy : Rage ee 1. by the 
his eapacity at the Orpheum, 1,300 At the same time the league has Another angle, however, not yet y 0 is lear ees 4 eure . 
get seats, $3 top. Company was on way |Started to get a number of unpaid | apparent here, is the possible rebel- F - ra n ~ scrip Br ues un- 
from Rochester to Philadelphia. royalty claims. So far it has about | lion by the shows at this protection oo pic ~ sina an 08 est mentee ae 
ive Even with the prospect of a sell |15 or 20, although there are more | clause. Several legit managers Fl : Chicago, Dec. 21. va pine AA cn be yoy as 
eep ‘out, the date was cancelled unti)] |°xpected. have already exclaimed that they Equity is p otting to go on the : rg ~ reduc e mare 
slip Manager William ©. Heckman of | Present situation brings back a | will not accept such protection dic-|air next month, in one gala broad- pone Pe nig yo egit * ucers and 
‘an’ the Orpheum went to New York |eclaration of Lee Shubert printed | tates from legit theatres locally, — sa el the place of ber can- rear or Be enneniates Prt won ~ - 
and guaranteed ao capacity house. in a daily that the firm had about | They take the attitude that a the- {celled Equity ball. Idea originated “a i ph received by egits 
All Heckman got out of it was |$16,000 out in advance royalties. atre cannot say when and where a |locally. AVE -DESH HACRY quibelens te sever 
an accident. He slipped in a bath- “show shall play in future bookings; Scheme is to get an advertiser to stage production expenses. By this 
tub in a New York hotel and se- that once a show has left a theatre, | whom an array of legit names will | @ large number of shoe stringers 
wong verely injured his side, nearly DARKNESS THE ALIBI that particular house no longer has | be offered. It is expected the per- and others looking for picture 
anh ‘breaking several ribs. , F any jurisdiction over the property. |formers will donate their services | money now fear that legit produce 
he Criticism of B. & K. on the score | for the air session. ing with legit financial chances less 
FOR HOLIDAY STOCKS of misrepresentation was heard Equity’s local chief, Frank Dare, aa , ah fails to increase the 
Claire Luce’s Show throughout the trade and loop on/and the association’s attorney, | Scripts’ values enough to justify the 
that ad slogan about playing aj|Harry P. Munns, are now conferring investment. 
ide ‘Society Girl, with Claire Luce, Most of the stocks closing during | $4.40 musical. This ad, of course, | with the two networks, trying to es- In the past seasons many legit 
or s0es into the Booth, ‘New York, |the holidays with expectation of re- | heightened the contrast between the | tablish how much such a broadcast | producers have put on likely, ooking 
i Monday (28), opening, will not get started. bargain offer and the legit scale. peor command. All proceeds of the | Scripts as picture balt with in- 
Play produced by William Brandt, Biz, particularly in the east, has | But it was not true. First of all} program will beturned over to the | creased film Vagats in mind, rather 
former Brooklyn film exhibitor, and | been away off. Holidays give an | ‘Girl Crazy’ played the Garrick at! various theatrical charities, the Ac- | than let the manuscripts go for $2,000 
legit subway house operator fr a | alibi for staying dark. '$3 top, but was in cut rates/tors’ Fund to draw the largest por- | or $8,060 on paper form. Some have 
' while. The Riviera, New York, is not | throughout, or actually £1.50 a seat | tion. j found through experience this seas 
seh = closing, as reported. for the orchestra floor. — } son that that sort of quick sale ig 
jay iy - = — With cut rates already saddled on | more profitable than a transaction 
. r i the town, this further cut-rating for | Pl Ne i Ba ' for a produced piece, since on the 
Souvaine’s Big Revue ithe flicker stand is reasonably in- | ay e $ a rrymore Macescog the legit production investe- 
_ George White is letting go of that | erp “eted pare 4 ory ete , | ed. not returned by picture 
od Best Xmas Present suite of offices in the Selwyn build- re : aie Ces mick, a ae ¥is caeae Wiliam A. Brady has released vis 
. me Whh te Uunderstancing that foe ‘Betanesé and Min is ane soe eae e manana aceite “a 
* es Henry Souvaine will follow i 3 aga . ae oeeneey foo his option taken last summer after ’ 
Subscription to in, Me with ted ‘aaa os or cane which ordinarily | 4 tryout at Provincetown, Mass., he O Hara’s Flown Angel 
is working on a revue for Febru- | -OUS© Musicals. would forfeit if not producing the Chicago, Dec. 21. 
a neal ary to 7 titled ‘Jazz City,’ mostly — 4 pias 1, rigens er he rs ke | Attempt of Fiske O’Hara, legit, to 
ila written by Souvaine. It’s what was | . or the release by Sam arsnaw-)| go producer of his own show at th 
ies "ARI T: once almost produced under the | Dorothy Stone with Dad? | sky, its epshngy picture press agent. Playhouse here folded suddenly lent 
title of ‘The Panic Is On’, Dorothy Stone may enter ‘Smil- | Play may be done by Lee Shu-| week when the angel changed hi€ 
. $6.00 f 0 Talk is that there will be a very |ing Faces’ with her father and, pert, \ who has Ethel Barrymore in| mind overnight. Cast, play an@ 
. P ° or One Year heavy cast for the revue. Among | sister Paula, the latter probably ; mind for the leading part. Brady) opening date had ali been set whee 
- i names mentioned are Elizabeth | taking over Doris Patson’s part. attempted to get Miss Barrymore at/ the chill arrived. 
i, Hines, Rod LaRoque and Jack! The Stone show opens in Boston the time she was in New York in Show was to have been a revival 
gi Haley. No signatures yet. i Xmas, | ‘School for Scandal.’ j of ‘Jerry for Short.’ 
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Demand for Road Shows Coming 
From Small Stands to N. Y. Offices 





There is a growing interest in 
the road for legit shows and it is 
coming from the road. That is more 
than indicated by the queries reach- 
ing the major booking offices. Small 
stand theatres are asking what the 
possibilities are of touring attrac- 
tions coming their way. The situa- 
tion arrives at a time when produc- 
tion is at low ebb. 

Houses which changed policy 
years ago appear to be show hun- 
gry. Some managers are known to 
have one nighter plans for next sea- 
son, with special hook-ups that do 
not require big grosses. But the 
demand is for this season and the 
bookers are trying to work out a 
way to fill the orders. 

Several name attractions were re- 


cently announced for the smaller 
stands, which take in some full 
week spots. Support of the few 


legit shows on tour this season has 
encouraged showmen. There is 
hardly a problem of securing play- 
ers to go to the road this season, 
when engagements are so scarce. 


Big Musicals South 


Publix is known to be seeking 
musicals of major rating for South- 
‘ern bookings. Idea is to present a 
big show at moderate admissions, 
Publix house capacities making that 
feasible. A change of theatre fare 
is also considered, whereas in the 
past few seasons Publix would not 
consider regular legit bookings in 
its Southern houses. 

The picture people want to know 
what they are getting. The tur- 
keys which invaded the small 
stands for years left a very bad im- 
pression. 

Plan to present big musicals in 
the big picture theatres cropped 
up recently, with New York and 
Chicago houses mentioned. A mod- 
ification of the idea is the showing 
of ‘Girl Crazy’ in a Chicago picture 
house (Oriental), but in condensed 
form and in combination with a pic- 
ture. A report on that experiment 
appears elsewhere in this issue. 


NO LEGIT IN DETROIT 
FOR HOLIDAY TIMES 


Detroit, Dee. 21. 

Local Erlanger house is running 
behind last season in the number of 
legit shows. Hardest blow was Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies’ moved from Xmas to 
New Year's to Jan. 11. 

This action leaves that house 
without a show for New Year's. 


Woodward’s K.C. Stock 


Kansas City, Dec. 21. 











Orpheum will open with a stock 
company Dec. 26 under the direction 
of O. D. Woodward. He is a veteran 


stock manager. 
Scale will be 75c top. 


Hazel Whitmore is leading woman, 
leading man, 
Alice Baker, Duane Thompson, Guy 
’ Usher, Frank Jacquet, Helen Tobin, 
Jack Marvin, G. Rogers and Frank 


with Neal Buckley 


Beecroft. 





St. Louis, Dec. 21. 


O. D. Woodward has declared a 
two-week vacation for his stock at 


the Midtown-Empress while he goes 
to Kansas City to inaugurate a sim- 
ilar venture there. He has taken 
Hazel Whitmore, leading woman, 
and Alice Ann Baker, character 
actress, with him. 

When he reopens here it will be 
under a suest star system, Wood- 
ward states, 





Lubin’s $750 Settlement 


Arthur Lubin’s $20,000 suit 
against Paramount has been settled 
out of court, with Lubin taking 
750 in cash. 

Lubin, legit producer, sued for a 
year's salary plus percentage on ex- 
pected profits, as a result of being 
dropped by Ray-Minor, Par. legit 
subsidiary. He had been working 
there a couple of months. 

Company produced no plays and 
made no profit. 





Reopen 8th Street, Chi 

Chicago, Dec. 

Revival of ‘Beggar's Opera’ comes 

into the 8th St. theatre Dec. 28. 

Being brought in by R. J. Maclad- 
den for one week. 


91 
wie 





the 


CRITIC AND ‘ELEKTRA’ 
John Martin as Stager Differs With 
Blanche Yurka, and Walks 
John Martin, dance critic of the 
New York ‘Times,’ slated to stage 
incoming revival of ‘Elektra’ 
walked last week. Understood to 
be over differences between the 
crick and Blanche Yurka, star of 
the revival. Likewise and from the 
same cause, Martha Graham is not 
expected to appear as first an- 
nounced. 
Revival will go into the Selwyn, 
New York, for special matinees. 
Present production means that 
there will be two versions of the 
‘Elektra’ theme current on Broad- 
way. 


TRYOUT SHOWS MUST 
GO FURTHER AWAY 


Shortage of tryout spots 
Broadway is forcing producers to 
either go further away from this 
neck of the woods or come in cold. 
The number of unbroken in pre- 
mieres bears witness to the condi- 
tion, even counting the skimpy 
backed ‘shows presently in the 
throes, that must do that. 

Closing of the subway circuit took 
three away near by New York. 
Most of the tryouts now listed are 
showing openings for further away 
cities, including Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, Boston and Wilmington. 
This adds considerable to the cost 
of productions. 

An offered example of tryout 
grosses is the $700 said to have 
been taken in recently as the total 
for one week by a show in a com- 
paratively southern city. Play was 
yanked after a fortnight. Shows 
that have already or will open fur- 
ther away are ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
‘Adam Had Two Sons,’ ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery,’ ‘Mr. Whistler.’ 





near 





Quirino at Rome 


Rome, Dec. 8. 


Quirino seems to be the fashion- 
able theatre this season. Run by the 
Suvini-Zerboni group. 

It is housing a number of foreign 
shows, including the revues of the 
Austrian-Hungarian company, 


Maybe ‘Dilly Dally’ 

Another attempt with the vaude- 
legit revue Percy Oakes showed for 
a week past summer is under way. 
Piece was ‘Glory Bound,’ now re- 
titled ‘Dilly Dally,’ and dated for the 
end of Jan. 

Mentioned for the cast are Jed 
Dooley, Edwin George, Harland 
Dixon, William Sully, Madeline 
McMahon, 





Film People in Drama 


In Aaron’s and Freedley’s ‘Adam 
Had Two Sons,’ dramatic, are Rac- 
quel Torres, film actress, is the lead, 
for her first stage job, Raymond 
Hackett, David Makarenko and the 
play’s author, John McDermott, also 
from films, 

Melville Burke is staging. 

Also cast are Aristide de Leoni, 
and Paul Kelly. Opens Jan. 11 in 
Philly. 


7 Partners; 1 Play 


Arthur Edison, attorney, heads a 
new isgit firm. Its first play pro- 
duction wt be ‘Joe’s Past,’ by 
Samuel Craig. Tike is tentative. 

George Burton is Stwging, with 
casting under way. 

Edison is said to have seven part- 
ners in his venture. 








Stock at Cox, Cinsy 

Dec. 21. 
Cox, intimate theatre controlled 
by Shuberts, leased for balance of 
season by Arthur Casey, who will 
present dramatic stock. 

Opening sent for Christmas night | 
with Guy Bates Post as guest star in 
‘The Play’s the Thins.’ 


Cincinnati, 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Kiss for Cinderella’ (Lumen, 
Ine.) Longacre. 

‘Bride’ (Langner) Fulton. 

‘Adam’s Wife’ (Brady) Ritz. 

‘Fata Morgana’ (Coo per) 
Royale, 

‘Smilin’ Through’ (Youmans) 
Hammerstein. 

‘Berlin’ (Reed & Moore) Co- 
han. 

‘Cloudy With Showers’ 
(Mitchell) Chanin. 

‘Racketeer’ (Shuberts) Ma- 
jestic. 

‘Papavert’ (Zelli) Vanderbilt. 

‘Trespass’ (Huford) Geneva. 

‘Flame’ (Sparks) Hudson, 


USING FILM HOUSE 
STUNTS FOR ROAD REP 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 
By adopting the same sort of 
showmanship utilized for pictures, 
repertory companies, playing tank| 
towns at 50c top, are still getting | 
by in the Northwest. 

Here for the Christmas holidays, 
Christie Obrecht, who has run a rep 
in the territory for many years, 
says that, despite the depression 
and talkers, his business this sea- 
son has been better than a year ago. 

Among business bolstering stunts 
used by Obrecht have been ama- 
teur, ladies and family nights. On 
family nights an entire family of 
parents and children is admitted for 
a single admission, 


Worcester’s Film House 
For One-Night Legits 


Worcester, Mass. Dec. 21. 

Plymouth, playing double features 
ait a 25-cent top, will attempt one- 
night stand of legit shows to fill 
void left by closing of the old Wor- 
cester theatre, 

Plymouth is the newest down- 
town theatre, having 2,660 seats and 
a stage ample for any kind of stage 
show. Stage attractions will break 
into the film policy probably weekly 
for only one night, beginning Jan. 
6, with William Gillette in ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes.’ 

Clarence EB, Robbins, manager, 
said the innovation is experimental 
and continuation of the road shows 
would rest on the public reception 
to the first few. Arrangement re- 
sulted from desire of Erlanger of- 
fice to route into Worcester shows 
scheduled for New England. 


Dennis King Own Producer 


Dennis King may turn producer 
for a musical ‘Casanova,’ starring 
himself. It is to be put on early in 
1932. Music is by Rudolf Friml. 

Book for the piece was written by 
Bernard Bercovici, and was pre- 
viously known as ‘Don Juan.’ 



































ANOTHER ON HOLLYWOOD 


Relates Author’s Experiences East 
and West 








Another legit play on Hollywood 
is on the fire in ‘Go West, Young 
Man, Go West,’ now in rehearsal. 
Stanley Whitman is the author, 
likewise instrumental in producing. 

Harry McKee is staging, with 
Whitman and his wife, Gale Whit- 
man, as the leads. Also cast are 
Geraldine Kay, Ed MacDonald, Jack 
Reid. 

Story is understood to be some- 
what autobiographical, partly about 
the author’s experiences in dealing 
with a film home office over con- 
tracts for his wife and himself, io 
leave for the Coast. 


Forbes Sticks to South 


Continuing his apparent pash for 
southern locale plays, Henry Forbes 
has added Immodest Violet.’ It’s a 
comedy by David Cobb, drama critic 
of ‘Vogue? 

Forbes’ other is a heavy meller, 
‘Blood Stream,’ laid in an Alabama 
penal mine. 








Lawrence’s ‘Headlines’ 


Warren Lawrence is plotting | 
quick production of his own play | 
‘Headlines.’ 

It’s a newspaper play. 


Warren is Vincent Lawrence's 
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Theatre League Gathering Legit : 
Data; Hopes to Help on 
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Ticket Tax 





‘FIEND’ TAKES TIME OUT 


New People, Title and Rewriting— 
New Name, ‘Black Tower’ 





tehearsals of ‘The Fiend’ were 
called off Tuesday (15), by Ben 
Stein, producing. Resumption ex- 
pected tomorrow (23). Time was 
called for some rewrite and recast- 


| ing. 


Some of the new cast include J. 
Anthony Hughes and Ray Bramley. 
Pedro Cordoba is not expected to 
return. Mary Stewart still set. 
Title will probably be changed to 
‘Black Tower.’ 

Ralph Murphy, co-author of the 
play with Laura Murphy, is a stage- 
film director, currently in Holly- 
wood. Although Sidney Salkow is 
he still works as assist- 
ant to Chester Erskin. 


IN CAMPBELL’S SHOW 


Some trouble encountered when 
Equity heard that Louis Isquith, 
listed on Equity’s bad boy list, was 
connected with Walter Campbell's 
production ‘Angels Don’t Kiss’ was 
settled last week. It was declared 
Campbell is only using Isquith’s of- 
fice and that the latter had given up 
all interests in the production. Bond 





expected to come in okay. 


Until this agreement was reached 
there was fear the production might 
get an Equity delay. Play, by Barry 
Townely, began rehearsals Friday 
(18) under the tutelage of Kent 
Thurber, In addition to Townley, 
cast has Madeline Lane, Jane Nor- 
ris, Hai Clarendon, Miriam Battista 
and Henry Buckler. Only 14 days 
of rehearsals are figured on, to en- 
able a New Year’s Eve premiere. 
No house set. 

Short rehearsal period is partly 
accounted for since the show was 
tried out last summer by Johnny 
Walker, former film player. 

Campbell is a new producer, 


Purcell Behind Revival 


‘The Chocolate Soldier’ is being 
revived for the road with Charles 
Purcell and Vivienne Segal. Under- 
stood Purcell is backing the ven- 
ture, 

Show is due to open in Spring- 
field, Mass., on New Year's eve (31). 








‘Wall’ Play Turned Back 
To Authors by Arbiters 


With only two arbiters sitting 
instead of customary three, decision 
in favor of Mike Kallesser and 
Lawrence Wallis over the owner- 
ship of the play ‘Wall Between,’ 
which they authored and which 
Amos Paglia attempted to produce, 
was given against Paglia Friday 
(18). It settles this much of the 
‘Wall’ question caused when Equity 
stopped rehearsals. 

Remaining item is the suit threat- 
ened against Equity by the pro- 
ducer several weeks ago and which, 
so far, hasn't materialized. 

Paglia never paid an advance 
royalty to the authors, it was dis- 
closed at the hearing. Instead he 
gave an I.0.U. for $100, which, when 
demanded, wasn't paid, it was 
shown, Arbiters Edward Laska and 
Moses J. Moss, decided on the 
grounds no consideration had been 
given the playwrights. Nov. 17 
Paglia, as reported, withdrew from 
the arbitration, thus leaving only 
two decidors to settle things. Writ- 
ers were legally represented by 
Harry Rappaport. 

Paglia offered two arbiters at one 
time, either to serve him, but the 
Dramatists’ Guild rejected them on 
the claim they were interested 
parties, 


Cohan Shelves One 

George M. Cohan has shelved 
‘Perfect Marriage,’ by Arthur Good- 
rich for the season. 

He thought of bringing some 
Erglish actors over for it when. he 
went to London recently, but 
changed his mind. 











If the Theatre League's attempt 
at changing, in one way or another, 
the recently proposed admish tax on 
tickets above 10c does nothing else, 
it may present a complete Picture 
of the fall and decline of legit with. 
in the past four or five vears. The 
producers’ group is setting out to 
get as much info as can be had. 

At the same time the league ad. 
mits it has scant hope of removing 
in toto the proposed increased tax. 
ation, Best results, even with a good 
deal of optimism, are expected to 
be a possible shortening of the tax, 

League meets tomorrow (23) on 
this question. The problem is being 
used to fill another League hope, 
that of fuller representation of the 
legit field, by asking a claimed 125 
producers to sit in on the meeting 
and join in the attempt. So far 


one new young manager, Alex Me-« 
Kaig, has joined the league; a week 
ago, 

In the way of legit data, the 
league is trying to get dark house 
figures from booking offices as well 
as the decreasing productions. Oth« 
er info, in the way of increasing 


unemployment in the field, is, it is 
hoped, will come from. various 
unions, 


Getting Brady In 


With this tabuated, brief will be, 
as presently planned, introduced 
into the House Ways and Means 
Committee and the Senate Finance 
Committee. William A. Brady, once 
before in on the tax thing, will 
probably figure again. 

In writing producers, League, plus 
mentioning the federal proposal, 
stated there was additionally a pose« 
sibility of increased taxation from 
the State Legislature to go toward 
a possible state treasury deficit. 

League also, in a mild way, is 
keeping the Sunday question open, 
Bulletin was mailed to all members 
producers that are active last week, 
asking them to post it for their 
casts. Notice asked actors favore- 
ing a six-day week with Sundays 
as recently proposed, to please 
make their influence felt where it 
would help most. It was signed by 
another one of the league’s numer- 
ous committees. 

The admissions tax plan being 
considered by the law-makers, calls 
for invoking the same tax that ap- 
plied in 1924. As a counter move 
the show heads will suggest to 
Washington that the tax schedule 
as of 1919 be substituted. That 
would put that tax back on many 
commodities and luxuries which 
were cleared of the burden there- 
after. 

Showmen have always believed 
they have been unfairly treated in 
tax matters. When the present 
schedule was made Broadway ap- 
pears to have been singled out be- 
cause the tax only applies on tickets 
priced above $3. 

It is conceded that picture intere 
ests were responsible for the down- 
ward revision of the admissions tax 
schedule several years ago. Picture 
houses have not had the admissions 
tax burden since but with the pro- 
posal to put the tax back on all 
tickets down to 10 cents, the pic- 
ture people will join in the protest. 

The most heavily taxed amuses 
ment at present is professional box- 
ing. Tax is 10% over $3 but jumps 
to 25% on tickets priced at more 
than $5. That also applies mostly 
to New York, since fight clubs out- 
side rarely have as a high top price. 





Congressman Collabing 


Gustave Blum, school teacher and 
quondam legit producer, won an 4f- 
bitration over Bernard Grossman, 
lawyer and part backer of Blum’s 
production, ‘The Love Expert,’ last 
week. 

Presently Blum is collabing on 2 
play with Congressman William 
Sirovich for production soon. 

Grossman declared that 
used in ‘Expert’ were mishandled 
and that the cast chosen was inade- 
quate, his claim being for damaes 
therefor, from the producing corj'?* 
ration Lotorne, Ine. George En 
Roosevelt. the arbiter, decided 
favor of Blum, who was repres 
by Mackey and Marchisio. 
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Plays Abroad 





FANNY 


Paris, Dee. 14. 
acts and four tableaux by 
Produced by Leon Volterra 


Play in three 
Marcel Pagnol. 








at the Theatre de Paris, December 12. 
Fanny..... vedeboscdcedes Crane Demazis 
PANISSO® 6 .icscsssssecsess Charpin | 
BROMOTIMNGE. coc cccsccccccecsecs Mme. Chabert ;j 
COMBE s cdc ctceccccoccssee Harry Baur} 
Marius 6 eceawencee eeve5 . Berval | 
Bacartefigue....scccscsuccsaesss P. Dullac} 
BM. Brum....cccccccecccessccssecsess Vattier 
The Chauffeur... cccccccccccescaces Maupi 
A Client ncn eee ceenedbece cepees Richard 
Marius Tartarian.......esesees . Meret 
The Chimaman.....scseeerers Marc Derris 
The Postman . eb cecetec H Vilbert 
The Italian. .....scesess- aes bere 
Hippolite ......ssecssess oe errari 
CRmMAIMO occccccececccccoece Milly Mathis 
The Salesgirl......-+s-ee+-- Mile. Renouard 
Richard. .....cceeeccecceress M. H. Henriot 
The Doctor...eicscescccsvcccscesss Delmont 
A local hit, but local. It is the 
much awaited sequel to ‘Marius, 


done in America under the title of 
‘Marseilles. Being a sequel to 
‘Marius.’ it necessitates the first act, 
intended to put those who do not 
know ‘Marius’ au fait with the situ- 
ation, which slows up the produc- 
tion at the beginning. Also general 
tempo of the play is not as fast as 
might be, due to Pagnol expressing 
everything with too much detail. 
Apart from that, his dialog is ex- 
cellent, with about many high 
lights in the play. Pagnol’s humor 
has something of the Rabelais qual- 
ity. 

‘Marius’ was the story of the boy, 
who, after having seduced a girl, 
jilts her to satisfy his craving for 
the high seas. Fanny (name of the 
girl) opens with a first tableau in 
the set of the Marius cafe, intro- 
ducing the various characters and 
a second tableau which shows 
Fanny’s mother’s kitchen, when 
Fanny tells her mother that Marius’ 
going has left her in a dilemma. 
This concludes the first act, and the 
real play is ready to begin. This it 
does in a very fine second act which 
takes place in the shop of the mid- 
dle-aged ship's chandler who al- 
ways wanted to marry Fanny, and 
insists all the more on doing so 
when she tells him that her posi- 
tion precludes marriage. He longs 
to have a child anyhow and decides 
to marry her. 

Last act takes place in his house 
after the child has been born, and 
shows Marius, whose travels bring 
him in town for a night, attempting 
to win back the girl he has de- 
serted. The child has made her and 
her middle-aged husband lifemates 
and though she never has forgotten 
Marius, the tie of the child and the 
man who fostered him are stronger, 
and Marius has to leave. 

Staging and production are very 
simple, but quite sufficient. Acting 
by Orane Demazis as Fanny is mag- 
nificient. Her third act scene when 
she tells Marius that though he is 
te real father of the child, her hus- 
band is the one who she feels owns 
him, has the audience in tears. Male 
lead, the ship's chandler (Panisse), 
is exceedingly well done by Charpin, 
who acted the same in ‘Marius. 
The part of Marius is far less con- 
vincing as acted by Berval in 
‘Fanny’ than in ‘Marius’ by Pierre 
Fresnay, currently acting in ‘Ligne 
de Coeur’ at the Michel. As to 
Cesar, Marius’ father, his part in 
‘Fanny’ is nothing as compared to 





that in ‘Marius,’ and owing to the 
play having been shortened during 
rehearsals, and being still daily 
shortened to compress it, if pos- 
sible, into three hours, the part is 
now secondary. On account of this, 
Raimu, who starred in ‘Marius,’ re- 
jected the role, and Harry Baur, 
who accepted it, has had so many 
cuts in his part that he is dissatis- 
fied and is likely to leave soon, He 
is one of the best actors on the 
French stage, and his impersonation 
of what is left of the part is excel- 
lent. Fanny's mother, Mme. Cha- 
bert, who acted in ‘Marius,’ is ex- | 
cellent. 

Play doesn’t 
screen test, 


much of a 


Mazi. 


seem 


Hoffmann’s Erzaehlungen 
(‘Tales of Hoffman’) 





Berlin, Dec. 6. 
Fantastic opera by Jacques Offenbach. 
Staged and presented by Max Reinhardt. 


and management Leo | 
Blech. Architecture, Professor Dr Oscar 
Strnad. Costumes, Professor Paul Scheu- 
rich. Choreographic management, Bronislaw 
Nijinskaja and Anton Dolin. Technica 
management, Franz Dworsky. Cast in- 
cludes: Jarmila Novotna, Tatjana Menotti, 
Goeta Ljungberg, Friedel Schuster, Hans 
Fidesser, Georges Baklanoff, Raoul Lange, 
Paul Graetz, Hans Wassman, Wladimir 
Sokoloff, Klaus Pohl, Friedrich Kuehne, 
Hermann Thimig, Maria Solver Anton 
Dolin, Tamara Desni, Joseph Danegger 
Alexander Swaine and Herbert Paulmueller 
At Grosses Schauspielhaus, Berlin, 


Musical arrangement 





Exactly after 12 years to the day 


Max Reinhardt returned to this} 
giant theatre. Compulsory more} 
than following his own wishes. | 
His tenant, Charell, had given no-| 
tice on a contract which brought | 
Reinhardt yearly several hundred ; 
thousand dollars. | 

With unheard of pomp and rare | 
luxury of stage technic display, | 
Reinhardt tells us the fairy talej| 


of Jacques Offenbach’'s ‘Hoffmann’'s 
Erzaehlungen.’ It intoxicates. Ears 
and eyes are overwhelm by the 
masters Offenbach and Reinhardt. 
For three and a half hours one can 
hardly take it in any more, a gor- 
geous magnificence of musical and 
pictures’ sounds flood over thou- 
sands of spectators. It is the sensa- 
tion of this Berlin theatre season. 

One hardly knows where to he- 
gin. Which scene of this opera is 
to be given the preference? Perhaps 
the one on the Canale Grande in 
Venice is the most fascinating. 
Through masterful command of the 
revolving stage the gondolas pass 
before our eyes. 4 

Or also the Antonia act. Here the 
basic idea of the theatre itself im- 
presses, The decorations, the ma- 
chinery, the illusion and the erotic 
moments disappear more. Ensem- 
ble play, concentration on the actor, 
the co-understanding of the various 
artists and their mutual feeling are 
the experience for the audience. 

Jarmila Novotna, beautiful in 
voice, face and figures, impresses by 
the power of her voice and her ap- 
pearance. Egon Friedell and Hans 
Sassmann have cancelled some of the 
text of the opera and inserted some 
referring more to the revue size 
of this huge theatre. The more com- 
plete text, if abstracted the various 
trials of songs, will enable the un- 
derstanding of the very fragmen- 
tary plot to the broad masses. A 








compromise, therefore, which fa- 








Merry Christmas 


To All 
AND 


All Good Wishes for 
A More Prosperous 
New Year 


e 
JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 





natics of art will have to counte- 
} nance, 

An enormous display of singers, 
| actors and dancers are conducted 
| by the strongest theatre conductor 
; Of Berlin, Leo Blech, as if by a 
, sorcerer, What threatens to dissolve 
is brought back by his baton to its 
original mission. 

Dancers of whom above all are 
remarkable, Anton Dolin with his 
great efficiency as dancer and the 
charming Maria Solveg. The pretty 
Tamara Desni whirls her young 
body through the scenery, enchant- 
ingly welcomed by the audience. 
Hans Fidesser with his cultivated 
voice has dramatic power, youth 
and enthusiasm for his Hoffman. 
Paul Graetz, by up to date jokes, 
| brings humor, and Goeta Ljungberg 
| Plays and sings the Italian courte- 
, 8an, Guiletta. 

' 
} 





A theatrical event 


: unique in its 
fascinating beauty. 


Magnus. 
} 


UNE AFFAIRE 
(An Affair’) 
} Three-act play by Pierre Yarenne and 


| Raymond Silva Presented by Robert Gal- 
lois at the Caumartin, Paris. December 5. 


}100 miles 


Simply, but nicely staged at 
Jacques Baumer. 

First act shows the inside of the 
equivalent to a Cicero dive in the | 
French port of Havre, next two! 
acts taking place in the living room | 
of a farm house. | 

Main idea is to show that the! 
self righteous life of some uprignt | 
people is made up of a lot of little 
deceits and petty cheatings, whici | 
even some people, living a sup- 
posedly immoral life find go against 
their grain. 

The play shows a low 
dive, frequented by sailors and far- | 
mers, with one of the inmates of 
finer grain than her condition war- | 
rants. One of the habitues, a 
widowed farmer, induces the girl to 
leave the house and marry him, 
living with him on his farm about 
away. The man in his 
coarse way loves his wife, and she 
loves him, until she realizes that 
though he is superficially good, 
everything he does is really mean 
and designing. She gets disgusted 
with him and returns to her former 
ealling. 

Play goes big with the audience, 
lines being cleverly written, and 
show exceedingly well acted, espe- 
cially the farmer done by Jacques 
3aumer, and his wife, impersonated 
by Isabelle Kloucowsky, who is 
still better than in ‘Femme de 
Chambre.’ In a character part 
Gina Barbieri, as the farmer's sis- | 
ter, is excellent. Other parts mere 
support. 

Play should 


| 
seapor 





have a chance for 
international adaptation, possibly 
with toning down the prostitute 
role. Also looks, at least for Eu- 
rope, as possible film material. 
Mari. 


LA BANQUE NEMO 


(‘The Bank Nemo’) 
Paris, Dec. 7. 
Comedy in three acts and nine tableaux 


by Louis Verneuil. Theatre de la Micho- | 
diere, Paris, Dec. 6 
| 





Gustave Lebreche........e6. Victor Boucher 
Monsieur Meno ees 
DDN 44 cc eacne G. 
Larnols.... ‘ Bergeron 
WeROIOR . on cacteseséseee eSeevess H,. Bonvalilet 
Madame Nemo...... 9a.e0 evs Charlotte Ly=ses 
Charlotte. ....ccvec ecccceeccs Blanche Montel 
WENO okies kcbeas Seb be0cess Katie Varley 





A typical Louis Verneuil comedy, 
without much story, but holding 
together. Starring Victor Boucher 
and he is in eight tableaux out of 
nine, 

Play is nothing but a skit on the 
recent Bank Oustric bank scandal. 
It shows the rise of the hall porter 
to president of a big bank, and hold- 
ing such sway on each one of the 
ministers that they have to white- 
wash him for their own sakes when 
he is accused of defrauding in- 
vestors. 

The indictment is not so much 
on banking as on political institu- 
tions. Verneuil @ared not locale the | 
play in France, but in an imaginary 
kingdom, where the prosecuting at- 
torney is titled the king’s attorney. 
The obvious moral of the play is 
that one is a thief who steals a 
few dollars but one is a financial 
genius who steals many millions. 

Production nice, but simple, with 
a short blackout between each tab- 
leaux. Staging has been done by 
Boucher. Two scenes draw consid- 
erable laughter. One takes place 


(Continued on page 55) 





‘Whistler’ Quieted 


‘Mr. Whistler,’ tried out by Lau- 
rence Rivers, is off. 

Show came in last week and it 
was proposed to rehearse while the 
play was being rewritten. That was 
found to be impractical and the cast 
was paid a half week's salary after 
rehearsing three days. 





Youmans’ Show in Phila 


‘Smilin’ Through,’ the Vincent 
Youmans’ musical, opens in Philly 
Friday (25). Similarity of the title 
to that of the Stone show's ‘Smiling 
Faces‘ is marked. With the You- 
mans’ show also due on Broadway 
first, confusion over the titles will 
not figure should the Stone outfit 
remain on the road. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Harry Essex ahead and back, 
‘Jewel Robbery.’ 

Herman Bernstein, back, ‘Elektra’ 
(road), 








' 

{ Vincent Cretot...... -...-Jacques Baumer 
DS BAIR 006s ceeccces ..Isabelle Klioucowsky 
j Madame Charlotte........ Claudie de Sivry 
H ye 2. free Louis Scott 


An Old Peasant 
F RAMs 0.0 d4 0466 0660066064 Gina Barbueri 


A hit, and unquestionably one of 





| the most arresting plays of the year. 





eeeoccccccccsece Louis Tunc |} 


Arthur McHugh, p. a., ‘Coastwigse 
Annie,’ and ‘Half a Lie.’ 
| Dayton Stoddard, p.a., ‘Kiss for 
| Cinderella,’ revival. 


| 


| monic, 


Plays Out of Town 





BLUEBIRD REVUE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 16, 
Yasha Yushny’s ‘Bluebird Revue,’ 
not to be confused with Maurice 
Maeterlinck’s play of that name, is 


'a No. 2 ‘Chauve Souris’ with Yushny 


|doing the m.c. or conferencier a la 
Nikita Balieff. An inevitable ana- 
logy, the ‘Bluebird Revue’ has a 


| sizeable rep for a decade, originat- 


ing in Moscow, where Yushny and 
the government couldn't agree, and 
popularizing primarily thereafter at 
Der Blaue Vogel on the Kurfursten- 
damm in the west end of Berlin, 
from whence he derived the English 
‘Bluebird’ 

In 10 years the Yushynites have 
toured twice as many countries, do- 
ing a swell trade particularly in 
southeastern Europe where the Bal- 
kan countries, with their populous 
Russian patronage, have supported 
Yushny generously. 


On their 1931-32 American tour, 


| under the joint auspices of Solomon 
Hurok and the NBC Artists’ Service 


(George Engles), Yushny came to 
the coast via Quebec, Montreal, De- 
troit and then California, with stop- 
offs at Phoenix, San Diego and FE! 
Centro, Calif., where the many Rus- 
sian farm-hands at the last town 
made a one-night stand worth 
while. The revue heads east from 
Frisco, etc., to the Studebaker, Chi- 
cago, later New York, and home. 
At $2.50 top at the local Philhar- 
a poor house booking, the 
NBC booking is typical of the con- 


cert auspices. Four nights and a 
single matinee locally. In San 
Francisco, with 40,000 Russians 


alone to draw from, they are booked 
into a legit house and much better 
is anticipated. 

Balieff and the ‘Chauve Souris’ 
emanated from Paris, and Yushny 
and his ‘Bluebird Revue’ came to 
attention in Berlin. But the dis- 


| tinction doesn't end there, for, while 


Yushny is perhaps even more in- 
gratiating a personality than the 
rotund and jovial Balieff, what 
Yushny or any presentation of this 
sort needs is the auspices of a Mor- 
ris Gest. Gest made New York buy 
Balieffé at $5 for a solid season 
where, were it not for the hokum 
and the showmanship of the origi- 
nal ‘arty’ sponsorship, it would have 
laid an egg. 

As a show it might be answered 
best by stating that anything of the 
Balieff-Yushny school now seems 
outmoded. The scenes and numbers 
hold no sock. It may be that the 
$2.50 customers of a Philharmonic 
Auditorium don't know what they 
can get for 60c at Loew's State here; 
but many a Fanchon & Marco show 


at the State has held more real so: k 
than does Yushny’s Bluebirders, 
The Philharmonicars worked them- 
selves up over a Russian hock dance 


trick which F&M can produce by 
the gross. That gives an idea. 

It’s all in Russian—of course~ 
save Yushny's winning introduc- 
tories in broken English. It’s all 
studiously naive and elementary, 
but the bald-headed Yushny, im- 
maculate in a spiffy Bond street 


dress suit, sells it handsomely. 

In Berlin at his Blaue Vogel kab- 
aret he was some punkins:; a defi- 
nite personality in his own play- 
house with a personal following. 
This same continental family spirit 
can't possibly obtain on a tour such 
as this, even with the Russ colony 
turning out loyally from its social 
elite tO the masses. 

Fifteen numbers are programmed, 
nine in the first half and six in the 
second. They go in for the usual 
bizarre scenic and sartorial color 
schemes, but there isn’t much nov- 
elty. 

The talent is strong on choral 
work, but a male septet, even witha 
trick top tenor busting out every so 
often, can’t exite ’em at $2.50. They 
do the usual Russian hock with na- 
tionalistic variations such as Jugo- 
Slavian and other native dances— 
still no panic. 

Yushny’s personality really domi- 
nates the works and makes the pro- 


ceedings seem much more distin- 
guished than they deserve intrin- 
sically. He even manages to inject 
enough ‘class’ into it to overcome 
the patent proletarian tendencies in 
the revue, of which there are a 
number of manifestations. The 


frankness of the proletarianism in 
the presentation of the ‘Volga Boat- 
men’ recalled a demonstration in a 
class Paris nite club, La Maisonette 
des Comediens Russe, which almost 
became a riot when an unwitting 
cymbalom player essayed a snatch 
of the ‘Volga Boatmen.’ This so 
irked a bronken-down ex-Russian 
duchess who recalled her czaristic 
background that the band saved the 
evening by switching into the old 
imperial Russian anthem to appease 


the ancient aristocratic libido. But 
Yushny here is seemingly out to 
attract the assimilated Russian 


peasants and gives them the ‘Volga’ 
business in the raw, along with 
scenes of Caucasian washerwomen 
and everyday Swiss, Moscow and 
other folk. 

But with it all, if that $10,000-to- 
break figure, as claimed, is right, it 
looks tough. Yushny was here once 
before, in '22, and needed his conti- 
nental savings to get his battle- 
scarred troupers back. Abel. 





Engagements 


Osgood Perkins, Edith Van Cleve, 
Bruce McFarlane, ‘Wild Waves.’ 
Reynolds Denniston, John Mil- 
tern, Reginald Mason, Roberta 
Beatty, Betty Hanna, Wm. Postance, 
Burford Hampden, Chas. S. Brown, 
Donald Campbell, ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ 
Mary Scott Seaton, ‘Cynara.’ 
Carl Julius, Julie Hornaday, Jack 
Bennett, Abe Gillette, Elaine Har- 
vey, Margery Warfield, Ann Wil- 
liams, Jas. Kelso, ‘It Never Rains.’ 


Edw. Leiter, Lotta Linthicum, 
‘Papavert.’ 

Margaret Rawlings, ‘Wimpole 
Street,’ (Australia). 


Carl Randall, ‘Little Racketeer.’ 

George M. Price, Ann Thomas, 
Jules Garfield, Richard Ross, R. W. 
Chambers, Ruth Chorpenning, P. D. 


Xanto, Elisha Cook, jr.; Clyde 
Franklin, Joseph Eggerton; ‘Tres- 
pass.’ 

Katherine Wilson, ‘Berlin.’ 

Barry Townley, ‘Angels Don't 
Kiss.’ 

Alexander Carr, ‘Half a Lie.’ 
Robt. Ross, Clarence Chase, 
Ernest Pollock, Alonzo Thayer, 


‘Adam’s Wife.’ 
J. Harold Murray, Hugh O’Con- 
nell; Harris-Hart-Berlin musical. 


Cast Changes 


Edw. Leiter replaced Henry Hull 
in ‘Wilhelm Papavert’. 

Ian Emery succeeds Edward Pot- 
ter as Chas, Barrett in ‘Wimpole 
Street.’ 

Dorothy Mackaye replaces Betty 
Ross Clark in ‘Cold in Sables,’ 

Catherine Carrington subbed for 
Jeanne D’Aubert while the French 
girl remained out of ‘Laugh Parade’ 
last week. 











| George Ashby back with ‘The 


j 
' 





Chocolate Soldier,’ 
; 
| 


— 





Hote! Astor, New York 
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‘Electra’ for Russia 


Moscow, Dec. 19. 
Tairoy, director of the Kamery 
theatre here and an O'Neill en- 
thusiast, has a manuscript copy of 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ and is 
considering the problem o/ its pro- 


If he decides to do it, he is likely 
to have a ihree-evening perform- 
ance instead of crowding it all into 


‘one day as on Broadway. 


Future Plays 


— 


Hyman Adler has two plays, one 
a comedy in music which he hopes 
to place on Broadway by spring. 

Bernard Levey has ‘Good Pick- 
ings’ which he expects to have 
ready for Broadway in January. 

Paul Kelly will head the cast of 
‘Adam Had Two Sons,” in re- 
hearsal for Aarons and Freedley. 
Piece opens at the Garrick, Phila- 
delphia, Jan. 11, with New York 
two weeks later. Play is a comedy 
having to do with a brace of 
brothers that fall in love with the 
same gal. 

Jefferson de Angelis will be fea- 
tured by Earle Booth in a produc- 
tion of ‘Meet the Enemy.’ Frank 


J. Collins authored. Booth will di- 
rect the piece himself, 

‘Decent People’ hy Alfred White 
and August L. Stern, to be produced 
by Robert Sterling. 

‘Free Women’ by Carl Gluck. to 
be produced by George Staten. 


Schwartz’ 3d Play 


Third play for Maurice Schwartz 
in his uptown repertoire try, will be 
‘Wolves’ by Romain Rolland. Piece 
has been done into English by Bar- 
rett H. Clark. 

Current play for Schwartz’, 
‘Bloody Laughter,’ is not doing too 
well at the b.o., with ‘Wolves’ prob- 
ably going into rehearsal right 
away. 


NEW S. L. STOCK 
Hollywood, Dec. 21 
New stock in Salt Lake is sendin 
here for some players. Huron L 
Blyden is backer and intends open- 
ing Dec. 26 with ‘As Husbands Ge.’ 
Kathryn Kelly agency here h2s 


sent Lorene Lane, leading woman 
Howard McNear, juvenile, and Mary 








Gray, ingenue. 
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London Show World 





London, Dec, 14. 


Certain critics have been sore at 
the material recently put over in 
the Palladium programs, some even 
suggesting the stuff should never 
have been licensed, 
~ On the other hand, despite the 
smuttiness of some of the material, 
Jast week’s show there, headed by 
Nervo and Knox, came in for a 
record boosting by the critics, who, 
leaving aside the dirt, can see noth- 
jng wrong in the whole program. 

Most of them gave it the rave on 
the grounds of being nearly all- 
British. 

That, if you know the English 
music hall, where most of the busi- 
ness is American pinched from other 
acts, is funny. 

There is more gag stealing on the 
English vaude stage than anywhere 
else. 


The Co-op Society 

Chief topic in film circles is still 
the Film Industries Co-operative 
Society,, the booking scheme by 
means of which certain people hope 
to save indie film theatres the 
troubie of passing out. 

After certain local branches of 
the Exhibitors’ Association have 
passed the scheme as commendable, 
subject to pictures being available, 
there is still a strong feeling among 
the leaders of the trade that the 
stunt hasn’t a dog's chance. 

Meanwhile Will Evans is taking 
a trip to the States, but whether, 
as he says, to go over the London 
office heads and get contracts from 
the States, or simply to make an- 
other play for the Fox holdings in 
Gaumont British, is nobody’s busi- 
ness. 

Kit Cat Reopened 

Kit Cat Restaurant, owned by 
Gaumont British and under the con- 
tro] Jeqery Bernard, reopened 
Dec. 7. 





Par’s Salary 

Example of the enterprise of the 
Paramount theatre circuit here 
comes from Manchester, where Jack 
Payne and his radio band are per- 
forming three times daily at a big- 
ger salary than ever previously 
given for a combination in Man- 
chester. . 

They take the air 12 times a week 
as usual. Radio efforts are put over 
by land line from Manchester. 





Critical 
There is no doubt but that at the 
present i1.oment indie film theatres 
are in a critical way. As the Christ- 
mas slump, always considerable, 
draws nearer, the grosses, ruined 
by extra taxation, impending in- 
come tax and general industrial de- 
pression, are going from bad to 
worse. The Midlands, in particular, 

@re in a critical way. 


Samples of Bad Times 
All entertainment industries are 
in a bad way. Witness the football 
game, traditional sport of the coun- 
try, weekly drawing millions every 


Saturday afternoon to the big bal) 
games. 

Only the first-class sides are 
coming through the financial ordeal 
successfully. Already one of the 
lowly football league clubs, in the 
third league, northern section, has 
dropped out in the middle of the 
season, an unheard of thing for this 
country. 

Next week one of the newer Lon- 
don clubs is expected to bid good- 
bye to the big game and hand in 
its resignation. Idea of two of the 
88 leading professional sides going 
under is undreamt of here, 


Ballyhooing 

This town is badly getting the 
Barnum complex. Showmanship is 
in evidence everywhere. Even the- 
atres are at it now. The Garrick 
is polluting the air of lower Char- 
ing Cross Road with wedding bells 
relayed by very loudspeaker. 

The leading stores, doing their 
regular Xmas sales drive, are blast- 
ing out their stuff as fast as pos- 
sible. 

Even Jeffery Bernard can’t teach 
Selfridge anything. 
of Albert 
comedian, 


Chevalier, 
left 


The widow 
the famous English 
$36,000. 





Off French 

Three of the most popular Pari- 
sian plays of recent seasons were 
‘Topaze,’ ‘Marius’ and ‘La Petite 
Catherine.’ All failed in London. 

Not so long ago a considerable 
number of West End plays were 
French adaptations. Now the town 
seems to have gone cold on them. 





Equity Meet 

British Actors’ Equity held a 
meeting at the Irish Club last week 
and at the last minute had to go 
into a larger room owing to the big 
attendance. 

Principal business was the initia- 
tion of 120 new members for the 
last month, and the consideration 
of the new standard contracts be- 
tween managers and players. 

Equity is trying to get friendly 
with the real agents and to cut out 
the undesirables. 


Long Speech 

Highly morbid play is ‘Fear,’ by 
the late Lord Latham, presented at 
the Little last week and unlikely of 
success. 

Dennis Neilson-Terry is brilliant 
as a man who breaks up through 
spending a night in a haunted 
house. A monolog he delivers, hold- 
ing the stage for 15 minutes, con- 
tains 3,000 words and is something 
of a record in stage speeches. 


Xmas Revival 

Bannister Howard is reviving 
‘Tons of Money’ for Xmas, with the 
Savoy slated for production. Cast 
will include Stephanie Stephens, 
Alice O’Day, William Daunt, Arthur 
Klein, Jack Hodges, Lorna Hubbard, 
Charles Garry. Hastings Lynn, 
Ralph Lynn’s brother, will produce. 





3 OPENINGS SET FOR 
ONE NITE IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 21. 

‘Hold My Hand’ at the Gaiety, 
“Bow Bells’ at the Hippodrome and 
‘Gay Adventure’ at the Whitehall 
are scheduled to open Wednesday 
(23). It’s called a most unusual 
confliction on this side of the three 
shows to pick the same day. 

Walter Hackett, author of the 
Whitehall play, is said not to have 
finished writing his last act yet this 
morning (21), two days before the 
opening. Those attending the re- 
hearsals of John Murray Anderson's 
revue claim he needs beaucoup more 
rehearsal time. 

So it’s a pretty fair bet the Gaiety 
may get the day for itself. 


Singer Disobeyed Doctor, 


Dies from Tonsilitis 


Berlin, Dec. 21. 

Leo Schuetzendorf, 45, one of the 
better known German opera singers, 
died suddenly here as a result of 
tonsilitis, 

Doctors had warned him not to 
sing for some time, but he failed 
to follow orders, appearing in 
‘Hoffman Tales’ just before stricken. 

Schuetzendorf sang at the Metro- 





Politan, New York, for some time. 
Paris, Dec. 21. 
Nice weather over the week-end 


Packed all the shows, 

Pre-holiday feeling. Christmas 

thopping is Way off, however. 

_ Most of the restaurants have cut 

— for the holiday festivities 
‘tn mighty few reservatians 

Ported thus far. 


despite that 


re- 


Fanchon Likes Knight 


London, Dec. 21. 


Fanchon, of Fanchon and Marco, 
is interested in Esmond Knight for 
America. He plays the Robert Hal- 
liday role in ‘Waltzes from Vienna’ 
for matinee performances. 

Henry Sherek is negotiating a 
deal. 





Paris,.-Dec. 21. 

Fanchon is off to Berfin on the 
last lap of her European trip. She 
came here for a few days after a 
stop-off in London. 

Sailing date back to America is 
Dec. 29 on the ‘Europa.’ She'll 
board the ship in Bremen. 


Cut Talk in Paris 


Paris, Dec. 21. 


Slump is beginning to slip in here 
with considerable. talk of cutting 
salaries, in legit as well as pictures. 

All principals of the Casino de 
Paris revue got a 25% cut, includ- 
ing Mistinguette, the star. Missy's 
salary gets chopped $200 a day, with 
the chorus girls in the show losing 
$4 a week each. 

Zanel, costumer, 
salaries, has decided to do 
with overtime bonuses. 

Adolphe Osso is propagandizing 
for the film producers to cut all 
salaries above $10 a week by 15%. 


instead of cutting 
away 


Natan, on the other hand, 
all cuts. He thinks that it’s okay 
to cut salaries of those getting $199 


a week or more, if the necessity ar- 





rives, but not under that figure. 

It’s reported that when fPara- 
mount reopens the Joinville studios 
| the salary scales will be readjusted 


! down the line. 


e . ' 

T. Natan, generalissimo of Pathe- 
says no to! 
' 


Stanislavsky Supreme 
As Soviet Leans to 
Art Vs. Propaganda 





Moscow, Dec. 9. 
Stanislavsky'’s Moscow Art the- 
atre will soon be put under the 
wing of the highest governmental 
the Central Executive 
of the Soviet 
theatres 


Com- 
Nor- 
by 


body, 
mittee Union. 


mally are looked after 





ithus marked off from the 


Commisariat, 

Only one other theatre has been 
common 
run, namely the Bolshoi 
where operas and ballets are staged. 

The transfer of political super- 
vision in the case of the Moscow 
Art is attributed to common but 
unconfirmed report directly to the 
‘big boss’ of the country himself, 
Joseph Stalin. The whole story, 
about half of which is true though 
your correspondent isn’t sure which 





half, is as follows 
Constantine Stanislavsky was 
away from active work in the the- 


atre of which he is the 
founder. For several years his 
health permitted him only the most 
cursory contact with the Moscow 
Art. More recently, however, he 
felt well enough to take a strong 
hand again. 

But he discovered that in the 
meantime other powers had arisen. 
The Red director and the collective 
committee had almost forgotten his 
existence and told him firmly that 
they didn’t intend to be interfered 
with. Old man Stanislaysky is 
strong on art but weak on politics 
of the new-fangled kind. Other the- 


and collective management but Mos- 
cow Art, he roared, is still his. 
Phones Dread Stalin 

In a rage he telephoned Stalin. 
There are probably only two or 
three people in all of Russia—aside 
from Communist leaders—who can 
pick up a receiver and get Stalin 
at the other end. Stanislavsky hap- 
pens to be one of them. He poured 
out the tale of woe. Obviously 
Stalin sided with the grand old 
man of Russian theatre for: 

First—The offending Red director 
was fired forthwith. 

Second—Everybody was given to 
understand that Stanislavsky is still 
the big chief in the Moscow Art. 

Third—The theatre will be put 
under the wing of the Central Exec- 
utive Committee, 

The last measure in effect re- 
moves Moscow Art Theatre from 
the control of the ordinary official 


censors and places it where it is 
likely to have an easier time. 
The story runs, further, that 


Stalin agreed with Stanislavsky 
that some of the over-patriotic 
plays which have been forced down 
the conservative throat of Moscow 
Art are not so good. The theatre 
is likely to revert to the classic 
type of production that made it fa- 
mous. 

In general] Stalin has been found 
on the side of good art as against 
mere propaganda when it came to a 
showdown. His influence is in large 
part responsible for the continuance 
of such plays as ‘Peter the Great,’ 
against which there was considerable 
agitation. His influence is also one 
of the reasons why the classic ballet 
has survived despite heavy attacks 
from some Communist quarters. 

As reported in previous dis- 
patches, the censorship is letting up 
a good deal and a fiock of more 
human and less propagandist plays 
may be expected in the near future. 
, The Moscow Art, Maly theatre and 
|other of the _  pre-revolutionary 
generation will be leaning heavy- 
ily on the classics under this com- 
parative freedom. 


2 ENGLISH GIRL FAVS 
IN 2 NEW SHOWS 








London, Dec. 21. 

New shows past week brought in 
Gracie Fields and Gertrude Law- 
rence, both big local favorites. 

Miss Fields is starred in ‘Walk 
This Way,’ an elaborated provin- 
cial revue at the Winter Garden. 
Piece was cordially received and 
should do business for a limited 
run, especially in the lower price 
seat section. 

‘Can the Leopard?’ Miss Law- 
irence’s comedy, is mildly amusing, 
but doesn’t look likely for an ex- 
tended run. Insufficient motiva- 
tion for a full evening's perform- 
ance is the trouble here. 





theatre, | 


the Art Division of the Education | 
| Holland. 


Alien Talent Restrictions Cause 
Confusion and Trouble in Europe 





RUFFO DRAWING PAPER 


Not Enough of Holland’s Cash to 
Piease Ginger-si eevee Country 
The Hague, Dec. 21. 

Titta Ruffo failed to show up for 

a concert here and unexpectedly left 

Manager's reason was 

caused 


'that family circumstances 
} RES Te, 
cancellation of the tour. 
Inside is that Ruffo was burning; 


principal | 


atres may have their Red directors } 





i she 


| der, 
| demned to death by a jury. 


e 


he was making one of those artistic 
successes, with not enough cash 
sales. Full houses but more paper 
than payees. 


SEEK SUCCESSORS FOR 
LONDON’S TWO SMASHES 


London, Dec. 11. 
Sir Oswald 


to run ‘White 


Looks like 
original intention 
Horse Inn’ at the Coliseum right 
through next year is not going to 
materialize; nor is ‘Waltzes From 
Vienna,’ current at the Alhambra, 
in for a much longer run. 

‘Waltzes’. opened to a smash, which 
lasted for several months. It has 
now been doing around £3,000 a 
week, which is_ profitable, but 
worrying. Stoll’s recent trip to 
America to look over Max Gordon's 
‘Band Wagon’ resulted in turn- 
down, with explanation show is ex- 
cellent but material not suited for 
London. However, new report is 
he has changed his mind, and nego- 
tiations are on again, figuring that 
any show with the Astaires would 
be an attraction fer London, and 
the book difficulty could be over- 


come by Anglicising. 
As regards the Coliseum, it is 
definite ‘Casanova’ will follow 


but much earlier 
It is known from 


‘White Horse,’ 
than anticipated. 


the inside that a Miss 30dom, 
Scandinavian star, had been in 
England studying the language at 


a well-known college, scheduled for 
the cast, but, so far she has been 
turned down by the Ministry of 
Labor, and has returned to Oslo. 
But Stoll will no doubt be in a posi- 
tion to prove she is not replaceable 
and will eventually get the permit. 


Tennant Quits Moss’ 


London, Dec. 21. 
Tennant, chief production 
booker for Moss Empires for 15 
years, has resigned. He will be- 
come the booker for Howard and 
Wyndham, provincial theatre own- 
ers who have a working arrange- 
ment with Associated Theatres for 
their London productions. 

Associated was formerly owned 
by the Shuberts. It has been aug- 
mented since taken over by Sir 
Harold Wernher. George McLellan 
is its director. 


Henry 


Langer Play Stirs 


Prague, Dec. 8. 

Franticek Langer, Czech author 
of the plays: ‘A Camel Through 
the Needle’s Eye,’ ‘Peripherie,’ has 
written a new play, ‘Angels Among 
Us,’ in the form of a legend, pre- 
sented as a premiere at the Vino- 
hrady city theatre. Langer, who is 
a physician, presents the problem 
whether a doctor has the right to 
hasten the death of a patient when 
the case is hopeless. The chief 
character in ‘Angels Among Us’ is 
a Dr. Daniel Mise, who treats a 
child, Paula, and when he finds that 
will not live, hastens her end. 
As result he is accused of mur- 
in the second act is con- 
Inter- 
are presented 
manufacturer with 


esting characters 
such as a shoe 


Stoll’s | 


| talent 


|} sulted in a fine 


Paris, Dec. 21. 
more foreign talent 
trouble here, with some curious rul- 
ings and many headaches. Nation- 
alisitc restrictinons against foreign 
are going in in almost every 
European country. 

Five French musicians scheduled 
to participate in the Newcastle 
open air music festivals were pre- 
vented from landing In England and 


More and 


had to return. At about the same 
time in Paris a mob of 200 French 
musicians ousted a foreign band 


playing at the Champs-Elysees 
Cafe, 
Next day the musicians mobbed 


‘another Boulevard restaurant, phys- 


ically ousting a Russian band. 
During the week French labor de- 


partment ordered three English 
show girls out of the Paramount, 
with the result that the theatre 


dropped the rest of the line of girls, 
mostly French. 

Another French official order re- 
being imposed on a 
group of Tiller girls who are in 
Paris substituting for the usual Til- 
lerette line, which is currently in 
Germany. If Germany fines the Til- 


lerettes, as is likely with present 
conditions, the cycle will be com- 
plete, 


PRE-XMAS BAD AS 
USUAL IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 21. 
Pre-Christmas slump is now ram- 
pant here, with nothing and nobody 
doing business worth talking about. 
Only exceptions in the legit field 


are ‘Cavalcade’ and ‘Wimpole 
Street.’ Latter piece jumped up 
after the management had an- 


nounced the final weeks and is now 
practically selling out. Despite 
that, run will not be extended, as 
a revival of ‘Farmer’s Wife’ is in 
rehearsal and will follow in. 


LEGIT AND FILM BIZ 
GO UP IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Nov. 20. 

Legit and pictures are now doing 
business in high, after a long pe- 
riod. 

While the grosses are not reach- 
ing the peaks of previous years, 
they are better than anything the 
legit and films have seen for over 
18 months. 


Authors as Best Draws 


Paris, Dec. 21. 

Two very inauspicious openings 
here. 

‘Asie’ at the Antoine is by Len- 
ormand, has three acts and i0 
scenes, ‘Masked King’ at the Pigalle, 
by Jules Romains, has three acts 
and eight scenes. 

Names of the two authors, both 
big on this side, will help draw 
somewhat. 


Closing State Houses 


Berlin, Dec. 21. 
Due to the emergency finance de- 
cree government has decided to 
close some of the State Theatres, 
Schiller Theatre in Berlin is one of 
the houses affected. 
Other State houses will be 
in Cassel and Wiesbaden. 


closed 


Guitry Slams ‘Common 
Picture-Going Public’ 


Paris, Dec. 10, 
Sacha Guitry is deliberately slam- 
ming picture audiences in his cur- 
rent show, where, between acts, he 





| 





| offered high 


j has 


| strange economic theories; a young 
|cabaret girl, who turns out to be 
'a good samaritan. 
| Mise in prison is visited both by 
lhis exec utioner and by a priest. In | 
| tl epiligue the prison is shown 
» here Dr. Mise is about to die 
| Before the prison are assembied po- 
jlicemen, and some of Mise’s best 
friends. All assert that in the exe- 
cution of Dr. Mise a benefactor of 
| mankind is being killed. One of the 
policemen who stands in the middle 
| of the stage, first saluting begins to 
| sing. First he sings alone and 
' eradually all the other angels fol- 
low singing a psalm, ‘The Day Thou 
Gavest, Oh, Lord, Is Ended,’ as Mise 
; goes to his death. 


appears in front of the curtain and 
makes a short speech, which he con- 
cludes by complimenting his audi- 
ence, saying that ‘they constitute 
the nicest part of the public; that 
which goes to legit theatres as dis- 
tinguished from the common mob 
which goes anywhere—pictures, for 
instance, 

Guitry is well known as a picture 


hater. He puts every possible ob- 
stacle in the way to prevent any 
actor working for him from werk- 


and though himself 
figures to make filma, 
always refused to work for the 
screen. 
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Panic in Rare Books “ 
Panic that has hit the rare-book 
market has most of the dealers un- 
loading, forcing prices of choice 
books to new lows. First editions, 


out-of-prints, presentations and 
autograph books, many of them 
hitherto unattainable, can be had at 
all sorts of low prices. 


Rare-book panic had its incep- 
tion when one of the larger hook 
shops decided to auction off its 


choicer book items. Low prices bid 
were appalling and puta scare into 
the trade which immediately caused 
them to unload. So many choice 
items thrown on the market sent 
prices even lower, and currently 
classics in good bindings and other- 
wise desirable may be had for pretty 
near regulation book prices. 

So far leading dealers in the rare- 
book biz, like Gabriel Wells and Dr. 
Rosenbach, have stepped aside of 
the rare-book panic and are stand- 
ing pat. 

The Jerome Kern collection, going 
for more than $250,000 at the time 
of its sale, would not fetch a quarter 
of that sum, it is said. 





Advertised Phoney Cure 
Howard B. of New 
York, who, up to sold a 


Drolligger 
recently, 
contraption called the ‘New Model 


Ion-I-Zer, supposed to cure women 
of all ailments, was convicted in 
Special Sessions of practicing medi- 
cine without a license, and repre- 
senting himself as a physician. He 
was remanded for sentence. 

According to Jacob Lichter, pro- 
bation officer, Drollinger advertised 
extensively in magazines, newspa- 
pers and ove. the radio the bene- 
fits of ‘Ion-I-Zer.’ Recently the 
Health Commissioner found Droll- 
inger did not live up to his adver- 
tised promises and the radio com- 
panies refused to sell him more 
time, Attorney General's investigat- 
ors caused his arrest. 

The ‘Ion-I-Zer’ is a leather cov- 
ered horse collar affair. It is sup- 
posed to be worn around the neck 
or waist or to be sat upon, accord- 
ing to the complaint of the patients. 
Drollinger received lucrative prices 
for his product. 


Cop to Wake Runyon 


Damon Runyon, columnist and 


ace-reporter, was rudely awakened 
from a heavy sleep in his pent house 


at the Forest Hotel. 

When his editor heard that Jack 
‘Legs’ Diamond was knocked off, he 
sought his star man. Damon’s 
standing order with the hotel is 
to leave him alone. The frantic edi- 
tor begged the manager to awaken 
Runyon, ‘Not me,’ said the man- 
ager, 

The ingenious boss then phoned 
the lieutenant of the West 47th 
street station and explained his 
trouble. Lieut. Dick Holt sent Pa- 
trolman Eddie Welsh to the hotel. 
Welsh hastened to Runyon’s room 

Damon lavghed and soon was on 
his way. 





More ‘Bally’ Replicas 

Threatened avalanche of ‘Bally- 
hoo’ imitators is materializing, the 
newsstands being cluttered up with 
take-offs on the Norman Anthony 
inspiration. The newest imitator, 
out this week, is called ‘Aw, Nertz!’ 
and similar to the original except 
as to wit. 

Publisher of ‘Aw Nertz!’ is George 
H. Guy, who's the editor, too. Even 
his own contributor, for the most 


part. Publishing office is a desk in 
the shop where the mag was 
printed. 


Date-line on the first issue is 
February, which gives the pub- 
lisher plenty of time to push sales 
to get enough for a second issue. 
Burlesquing of ads precludes pos- 
sibility of getting advertisements. 

One reason why the imitators can 
sell is that while ‘Ballyhoo’ gets 
funnier, the imitators are dirtier. 


Mass Production 

Record for number of screen 
stories produced probably goes to 
Arthur Hoerl, now in New York 
seeking a new affiliation. Hoerl has 
had more than 200 stories filmed, 
said to be even a greater number 
than that turned out by C. Gardner 
Sullivan, 

Most of the Hoerl tales have been 
“quickies,” he also contributing 
adaptations and dialog. 


Williams’ Confession 
Al Williams, who was brought 
from New York to Hollywood by 
Fox as a writer, but found himself 
playing comedy in ‘Dance Team.’ 
then found himself out, has com- 


pleted a manuscript. titled ‘Autobi- 
ography of a Nitwit.’ 

It's in the hands of Simon & 
Schuster. - 


Curley on Wrestling 


Jack Curley, who was a Chicago 
newspaperman before he turned to 
promoting wrestling, has written a 
booklet on the mat sport. Holds 
which even some of the working 
press do not understand are pictor- 
ially demonstrated. Curley also re- 
cently crashed the ‘Police Gazette’ 
with a wrestling article in which he 
says that all wrestling champs are 
the best of their time and that if 
they all grappled each other the 
betting would be even all around. 


Rolls His Own 


Unable to sell his fiction to the 
mags, Robert Whitcomb, former 
New York newspaperman, has 
turned publisher of his own stuff. 
Whitcomb has had one of his short 
stories, called ‘Time for. Laughter,’ 
published in a small book in a first 
edition of 1,000 copies. Sells for 
a quarter a copy, and Whitcomb has 
persuaded Brentano’s, New School 
for Social tesearch, Washington 
Square Book Shop and other simi- 
lar book places in town to put it on 
display. 

It's Whitcomb’s idea that if a 
novel can sell for $2, there’s no 
reason why a published short story 
shouldn't fetch a quarter or so. 
Anyhow, that’s how he feels about 
his own stuff. 

If he can sell enough copies of 
‘Time for Laughter,’ Whitcomb will 
put into print another of his tales 
of similar size, called “The Hunters’. 


Writers’ Urban Urge 


Although quiet and peaceful sur- 
roundings deemed conducive to cre- 
ation of literature, a survey of 
scribbler’s habitats reveals that a 
majority are urban dwellers. Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, for instance, pre- 
fers to write out of a skyscraper 
office, and Edna Ferber, Fannie 
Hurst, et al., find the sight of Cen- 
tral Park more inspirational than a 
woodland ridge. 

Surprising how many scribblers 
there are in Gotham. “stimated 
that there isn’t an apartment house 
on Central Park West that hasn't 
one or more. Riverside Drive also 
has a large number, and Columbia 
Heights, in Brooklyn, has more per- 
sons working the typewriter and 
pen than Greenwich Village ever 
had. 

Next to New York, Los Angeles 
and environs has the greatest num- 
ber of scribblers. Carmel, not far 
from the film capital, is a regular 
writers’ colony. Chicago has its 
quota, too. 





Page One Ads 
For the first time in St. Paul his- 
tory, a daily is carrying advertising 
on page cne. Paper is the Pioneer 


Press-Dispatch which has_ sold 
lowe" half of column. one ‘in 
ite 13 editions to as many 
different advertisers on yearly 
contract. Copy is not the quiet 
type o- reader, but as blatant 


as that elsewhere in the morning 
and evening sheets. Charge on the 
annual basis is $70 per insertion of 
136 lines. 

Only amusement to sign is the 
Hotel Lowry which will boost its 
cafe and bands on the front page 
Monday nights for a year. RKO 
was willing but couldn’t get the 
desired Friday night space. 





Confer on Sales Only 


Lincoln Schuster wants to correct 
the report that the editorial, sales 
and advertising departments are in 
on the selections of the Simon & 
Schuster books. Insists that the 
actual selections of the firm’s books 
has always rested with the heads 


of the organization and will re- 
main so. 
Entire staff is, however, sitting 


in on promotion conferences, : 
many instances including the au- 
thors, too. A number of such pro- 
motion conferences held recently on 
particular books, but these only 
after the books had been selected 
for publication. 


I. N. S. on Pictures 
Pacific Coast headquarters of 
I. N. S., heretofore operating from 
San Francisco, has been moved to 
Los Angeles where Ellis H. Mar- 
tin, in charge, is now quartered at 


the office of the Los Angeles 
‘Herald’. 

With the move I. N. S. went 
stronger for Hollywood news and 


immediately put J. F. Denton on 
the studio beat for spot stuff and 
features in competition with the 
other syndicates. 








Best Sellers 


(Reported for week ending Dec. | 
19 by American News Co.) 








-—— 


Non-Fiction 
Maid in Waiting, by John 
SPR OPO CR 6.4 is 40k ces $2.50 
Westward Passage, bY Mar- 
garet Ayer Barnes..... 2.50 
White Bird Flying, by Bess 
Streeter Aldrick........ 2.00 


About the Murder of the Night 
Club Lady, by Anthony Ab- 


EE och w Wii 6 6 Dedkgedes ees 2.09 
The Greek, by Tiffany 
BE cen ewtels ea Geetecn 2.59 
Good Earth, by Paul S. 
ee ree em 2.50 
Fiction 
Epic of America, by James 
he eb 4a 6 34 Keres $3.75 
The Great Mouthpiece, by 
Gene Fowler........... 3.00 


Mourning Becomes Electra, by 
Fugene O’Neil.......... 
Washington Merry-Go-Round. 
OE é b'vee b40 44% 6 3.09 
Can Europe Keep the Peace? 
by Frank Simonds...... 3.00 
Fortune’s Share, by Vash 
Young 1.59 











Fred Keating, Author 
Fred Keating, now playing RKO 
vaude, is putting the finishing 
touches to a book on magic. Keat- 
ing is a prolific writer and is au- 
thor of a book on bridge. 


Legmen Favored 

Never so many opportunities for 
newspapermen to make extra change 
as now. Not only invitations from 
the picture companies to submit 
originals, a practice not extended to 
amateur scribblers, but also invites 
from beok pubiishers and mag pub- 
lishers for all kinds of material. 

A number of mags particularty 
seeking material from newspaper- 
men. True-account detective story 
mags give first consideration to po- 
lice reporters who can get first-hand 
data, and those new mags going in 
for newspaper adventure stories 
want material from newspapermen 
only. 

If newspapermen will finally zet 
around to that novel or story, they 
can’t help but sell it. 


Grahams at Work 


The two Graham brothers, Gar- 
rett, who weas_for some time in 


+Europe, and Carrol, who just brought 


his bride over, will spend a few 
months quietly in the island of 
Majorca off the Spanish coast, put- 
ting the finishing touch to two new 
books; one already drafted by Gar- 
rett as a sequel to ‘Whitey’; the 
other drafted by Carrol is likely to 
be published by the Vanguard Press. 

The two boys each prepared a book 
and are now s .vapping manuscripts 
so as to put on the finishing touch- 
es, and insure the mixed style of 
writing, which was partly respon- 
sible for the success of ‘Queer 
People’. 


Adv. Spoof Origin 

Burlesquing the commercial ads 
as exploited by ‘Ballyhoo’ isn’t ex- 
actly a new idea. Widely done ina 
verbal manner in vaudeville for 
some years, parodies and other 
satires on the best known adver- 
tisements have been used by many 
a vaude comic. 

Probable originator of adv. take- 
offs was Frank Davis (Davis and 
Darnell), who built an entire full 
stage comedy act around the idea, 
called it ‘Birdseed’ and played it in 
vaudeville and one of the Winter 
Garden shows from 1919 to 1922. 


No ‘Smart Set’ Revival 

Report of a revival of ‘Smart 
Set,’ the mag, about the first of the 
year, has no truth. That's official, 
according to the Hearst mag exec- 
utives. 

The ‘Smart Set’ title is still 
Hearst property, and has been since 
the mag was turned back by Quirk, 
the ‘Photoplay’ publisher. Hearst 
immediately suspended the mag, re- 
taining the title for future possible 
use, 


Quickie Biogs, Too 
The quickie, ‘Private Life of Frank 
Harris,’ published by William Faro, 
said to have been written in a month 


Harris biographies in preparation. 
Harris’ autobiography, written some 
years ago, still under a ban in this 
country, but currently much boot- 





legged. 





i 
| 





by Samuel Roth, who heads the 
Faro publishing house. The Roth! 
book is the first of a number of} 





Club-Bargain Rates 


To attract new members, ahd at 
the same time make it easier for 


present members to pay, the News-. 


paper Club is considering cutting 
its dues from $44 to $25 a year. 

Another inducement to prospec- 
tive mémbers will be the waiving 
of the initiation fee whenever it is 
deemed advisable by the executive 
committee. 


Real Names of Authors 


Tiffany Thayer, author: of ‘The 
Greek,’ is Elmer Elisworth, Jr.; 
Nimrod (‘The Chase’), is Charles 


James Apperley. Lida Louise Fleit- 
mann (‘The Horse in Art’), is Mrs. 
John Van S. Bloodgood. 


New Ramer Ed. 

Natalie Messenger will give place 
to her present assistant, F. Cecile 
Gliasberg, as editor of the Ramer 
Reviews books. Miss Messenger will 


remain as asso. ed. of the News 
Story Magazine. 
Chatter 
Thyra Samter Winslow has gone 
Paramount. 
Carl Van Vechten, who has fig- 


ured in every Negro literary thing, 
not named among the judges in the 
literary contest sponsored by ‘Op- 
portunity,’ the mag of Negro life. 
Hendrik Willem 
laborating. on 
Brooklynite! 


Van Loon 
a play, and 


col- 
with a 


Herbert Gorman doing a biogra- 


phy of James Joyce, the ‘Ulysses’ 
author. 
Nobody can figure what Tiffany 


Thayer's ‘The Greek’ is all about. 

Howard Irving Young back from 
Europe. 

Eddie Cantor and George 
collaborating on a book for 
& Schuster. 

Only fitting 
John Reed be 
Gold. 

Colette the most 
femme scribblers. 


Jessel 
Simon 


that that 
written by 


book on 
Michael 


prolific of all 


Endicott Spruce will sell his Maine 
place and live in New York. 

Vachel Lindsay left a couple of 
phonograph recordings of his poems 
in his own voice. 

George Ade will winter in Miami. 

When T. S. Eliot comes back it 
will be to take over a professorial 
chair at Harvard. He is a Harvard 
grad, 

Peggy Wood lecturing, so John V. 
A Weaver, lecturing, too. 

Sylvia Thompson coming over. 

Molly Thynne’s ‘Murder in the 
Dentist's Chair’ may crimp Dr. B. 
Haines’ similar tale. 

Mich Kraike publicizing Konrad 
Bercovici. 

Mickey Mouse is animated in the 
new Mickey Mouse book when the 
pages are flipped, 

Martha Keller out of Lippincott. 

Jack Preston's ‘Screen Star,’ post- 
poned from last month, comes out 
in January; Doubleday, Doran, 

The Bert McCorrison farm went 
to Ben Ames Williams, McCorri- 
son's literary sponsor. 

The new Booth Tarkington book, 
‘Mary’s Neck,’ gets its title from a 
piece of land, not the part of a girl's 
anatomy, 

‘Every Inch a’ King,’ the title of 
the forthcoming biog of ex-King 
Alfonso, is a howl to those familiar 
with his life. 

Bruce Gould pretty nearly con- 
vinced now there’s more money in 
writing books. 

Radclyffe Hall, who wrote ‘The 
Well of Loneliness,’ has completed 
another one, 

Walter Prichard Eaton grown 
mellow and writing about garden- 
ing. 

Up to Alexander Woollcott to ex- 
plain why he omitted ‘1066 and All 
That’ from his Christmas book gift 
list. 

John Chase going to the Coast to 
stay. 

H. N. Swanson of ‘College Hu- 
mor’ is using last year’s Christmas 
greetings. 

Once set for a tremendous build- 
up by Harper Bros. as an author 


named ‘Anonymous,’ Homer Croy 
couldn't sttand the absence of rec- 
ognition after his ‘West of the 


Water Tower’ came that way and 
has been writing under his own 
name ever since. 

F. Robert Greene, 49, former city 
editor of the Milwaukee ‘Journal’ 
died in that city Dec. 11. 

Homer Croy is collecting epitaph 
suggestions from the great and near 
great, intending to publish a book 
on the humorous cracks the celebs 
would like to have on their tomb- 
stones, 


— 


CONCERTS — 


By Sallie 


The Italian colony was well rep. 
resented at the Met for the heneft 
performance of Meyerbeer's “LAr. 
ricana.” It netted $9500 for the 
Columbus Hospital. Rosa Ponselle 
as the royal swarthy princess, had 
arias which challenge 
possessions. Mr. Gigli sang the 
Vasco da Gama. tothier and Te. 
desco were also in splendid voice, 

In this opera Queen Murio has her 
best spot of the 

“L’Africana” deserves to be given 
more frequently. 

Mr. Serafin conducted. 


her vocal 


season 


Mary Wigman’s Dances 

Mary Wigman on her first ap- 
pearance of her second season at the 
Chanin theatre had a large audi- 
ence. She brings a new cycle of six 
dances, which, for power of execu- 
tion, are immense. 

Miss Wigman’s§ impressionistic 
style remains the same. She dida 
few well known of her sea- 
son's program. 

Yer lighter things, after intermis- 
sion, such as “Summer's Dance” and 
“Allegro Airoso,” were welcome. 

Opera in concert form is draw- 
ing a full house at the Met's Sun- 
day nights, 


last 





Music Critics’ Concert will be 
held at the Barbizon-Plaza Dec. 29 
Lucrezia Bori, Mrs. Ernest Schel- 
ling and Mme. Olga Samaroff form 
a few of the committee to raise 
$300,000 for unemployed musicians. 





Standees off; Balcony Empty 


Standees at the Met, who are the 
real music lovers, should get a 
‘break’ some day. Their absence in 
numbers is noticeable this season at 
the Met. owing to the $2 top for 
admission only. Many never missed 
a performance. They are the faith- 
fuls, standing in line for hours to 
get an admission ticket. At this 
same $2 top the baleony could be 
filled this season to overflowing, but 
as it is the artists are singing to 
empty rows up there. 


‘Blonde Donna’ Tuneful 

At the Heckscher theatre the New 
York Opera Comique Co. did ‘Tie 
Blonde Donna... A worthwhile and 
tuneful performance, 

‘The Blonde Donna’ is a story of 
California when the Indians suf- 
fered under the early Spanish set- 
tlers, 

Patricia O’Connell has the leading 
soprano role. Her voice is of wide 
range but minus the appeal and 


melody which this girlish role in- 
vites, 
The chorus did commendable 


work. Men’s voices especially well 
blended, 

A dressy and appreciative audi- 
ence filled this little house, 


Piano Specialist 

George Copeland, pianist, known 
as a specialist on Debussy’s music, 
played this composer in his recital 
at Carnegie Hall, as well as a group 
of moderns, Of these his Bach's 
‘Jesus Christus Filius Dei’ met with 
much response. 

A large audience applauded. 





Bori and ‘Mignon’ 

The melodious opera, ‘Mignon’ in 
three acts, had its first performance 
of the season at the Met. Mme. 
Boril sang the principal role. As & 
stage picture, she has few equals. 

Gigli was admirable as Wilheim 


Meister. Gladys Swarthout was a 
graceful figure as the flirtatious 


young Frederic. The gypsy dance 
by Mildred Schneider and the ballet 
was well received. 
Louis Hasselmans conducted. 
Crowded house. 





Choir of Women 
At Town Hall, Randall Thompson 
acted as guest conducter for the 
Dessoff Choir. They gave a group 
of 16th century sagred works, as 
well as a cycle of lyrics. 
The blending of this 
women called for enthusiastic 
plause from a large audience. 


chorus of 
ap- 





Fan Weekly 
Elizabeth VWilson is in Hollywood 
as associate to Elizabeth Goldbeck 
on the new picture fan weekly, to 
be published by Screenland Maga- 
zine, 
Miss Goldbeck will be western 





editor and James Kahn, editor. 
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NBC Drops Whiteman 
During RKO Tour to 
Save Toll Overhead! 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Paul Whiteman will be off 
during the three months he 
sent from NBC headquarters here 
playing RKO theatres. This is to 
save around $300 a night, and often 
much less, that line charges and en- 
gineer’s salary would figure. 


the ail 
is ab- 


NBC's attitude in this particular 
ease is incomprehensible to the 
trade. It is in line with the net- 
work’s habitual economy where tal- 
ent is concerned which goes hand- 
in-hand with lavishness in enter- 
taining advertisers personally and 
other prodigality. 

What makes the Whiteman case 
remarkable is that NBC freely ad- 
mits that he is the show case, the 


ace dance band of the Chicago divi- 
sion. Whiteman the only per- 
sonality NBC possesses in Chicago. 
He has been broadcasting every 
night for six months over KYW and 
carries a prestige for NBC that 
can't be measured. Especially since 
in the middle west every other NBC 
broadcasting band is secondary. 


is 


Overlook Tieups 

Another point that has not failed 
to receive comment locally is NBC’s 
failure to extend Paul Whiteman 
this personal courtesy and at the 
same time serve NBC by letting the 
various cities in which he will play 
for RKO know through the radio 
that a chance to see as well as hear 
the NBC ace is available. This ex- 
ploitation angle for itself seems not 
to have been weighed by NBC. 

Allied Paint program, Whiteman’s 
commercial, will continue every 
Friday, but without any extra ex- 


pense and at considerable profit to 
NBC. 

Paul Whiteman is an executive of 
NBC, holding the title of musical 
supervisor of the Chicago branch 
and with a private office, secre- 
tary, etc. 


ANNOUNCER MAY GET 
STATE-OWNED WOS 


Dec. 21. 


Subject to the approval of the 
Missouri Board of Agriculture, sta- 
tion WOS, state owned and operated 
at Jefferson City, is to be farmed 
out to John Heiny, present station 
announcer, If approved Heiny’s deal 
with the state will be on a commer- 
cial basis and for a two-year lease 
term, during which time Heiny 
agrees to pay the operating ex- 
penses, cost of repairs, and prom- 
ises to continue the present market- 
ing and agricultural programs and 
other existent services. 

State in return authorizes Heiny 
to operate and manage the station 
as he sees fit. Contract, however, 
doesn’t stipulate disposition of what 
Profits if any may accrue from 
Heiny’s operation of the station. No 
cancellation clause in the contract 
except the provision that the two- 
year term would be subject to Leg- 
islature action. 

WOS, valued at around $40,000, 
including equipment, has been cost- 
ing the state an average of $1,300 a 
month to operate. Reduction in ap- 
Propriation for the radio station 
brought about the deal with Heiny. 
It was said by officials that other- 
Wise the station would close. 

Only a legal question remains to 
be settled. Whether a state board 
may lease state property to a pri- 
vate individual for commercial pur- 
Poses in absence of a specific legis- 
lative authorization. Board of agri- 

culture will meet Jan. 5 to pass on 
the Proposition. 





Chicago, 


Chauncey Parsons’ Change 


+ 








Hylton’s Overtime 





On the Lucky Strike hour 
last week when the Jack Hyl- 
ton orchestra came over air 
from London, Hylton ran over- 
time on his first period. Asked 
by phone immediately after 
why the lapse, Hylton replied 
was thrilled he couldn't 


the 


he 
Stop. 

The cigaret 
use Hylton 
short wave, 


»-O 


firm expects to 
again over the 
as the English 
band tours the Continent dur- 
ing the winter on a concert 
trip. That will bring it through 
from Berlin, Amsterdam, etc. 


‘TF’ QUALIFIES NEW 
SOLUTION FOR WBBM 











Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Columbia's negotiations for an 
affiliation with KFAB, Lincoln, Neb., 


has reached the signature exchang- 


ing stage. Deal, however, won't 
mean anything if the Federal Radio 
Commission refuses to consent to 


, year. 


synchronizing of the Lincoln 
outlet with WBBM, Net- 
work’s main objective in getting to- | 
gether with KFAB 1s to be able to| 
put its own station here on a full-| 
time operating basis. 


the 


Chicago. 


Under the present allocation the 
two stations, which share the same 
wave length, operate simultaneously 
until dusk. From then until mid- 
night WBBM is allowed four-sev- 


'NEW ACCOUNTS 


Many Big Drop-Outs 


Inspired Panic of Nerves, 
Till New Big Spenders 
Signed On—Jan. Renew- 
als Up 20% Over Last | 


Year 


| 
| 
| 


DENY TREND’S DOWN 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Neither national 
the outlook. 


1932 


worried over 
Though there 


two months, both Columbia and 
NBC have a flock ready to shoot 
immediately after the first of the 
In the CBS camp eight com- 
mercials are lined up for January 





| debuts, while the opposition chain 


has six bankrolled programs set for 
unveiling during the same month. 
When Palmolive, Interwoven and 
several other commercials who rank 
as veterans among radio’s oldest 
customers recently withdrew from 
(Continuee on page 51) 








enths of the clock and its channel 
co-tenant the remainder. To 
around these evening breaks in the 
WBBM operation, Columbia has 
agreed to pay KFAB about $1,000 a 
week for the privilege of hooking 
up both stations by telephone wire 
and broadcasting WBBM's §pro- 
grams over KFAB’s transmitter, 

In addition to paying the Lincoln 
station for its time per 
rate, the network will stand the en- 
tire cost of synchronizing equip- 
ment and line-toll charges between 
the two points. Synchronizing lay- 
out figures around $40,000, and the 
wire fees between $35,000 and $45,- 
000 a year. 

Against Policy 

With the radio commission re- 
ported to be in favor of putting a 
stringent curb on the spread of syn- 
chronized broadcasting, in order to 
protect the interests of the smaller 
stations, Columbia doesn’t expect to 
have an easy time getting approval 
for the WBBM-KFAB plan. 

Less than two months ago the 
commission rejected CBS’ applica- 
tion for a permit to build a repeater 


station in Washington which was to| 


be synchronized with WABC, New 
York. Move recently made by the 
ether czars indicates WTIC, Hart- 
ford, Conn., and WBAL, Baltimore, 
may be barred from further hook- 
ing up their transmitters. Latter 
stations have been = synchronized 
since last March. 


FLA. OVERBOARD 


Leaves It tindesided Sale of WCOA 
Will Be Approved 


Pensacola, Fla., Dec. 21. 
A local group headed by John C. 
Pace, wholesale merchant, has pur- 
chased the 500-watt WCOA for 
$6,500. Final consummation awaits 


japproval by the Federal Radio Com- 


| mission and is nota 
| Florida 


certainty, since 


is already 104% over its 


| quota on broadcasters. 


| broadcasts 14 


The station, operated localiy and 
indie, uses local talent, phonvugraph 
records and commercial discs, It 

hours daily. Under 
won't be any policy 


| Pace, there 


| changes. 


| 
i 
i 
t 
' 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

_ Chauncey Parsons, tenor, has} 
cropped out of the NBC Artists| 
service and turned his representa- 
‘on over to Joe Brinn of the MCA 
Office, 

Among Parsons’ current radio 
Programs ig Yeastfoamers over 
NEC, 


at Merritt hospital, Oakland, as a 
result of a fall three months ago 
| Professionally, she is Betty Jour- | 
| daine, dancer. 

Accident occurred when she 
caught her heel in a broken side- 
walk and injured her leg. 


Mrs. Percy’s Accident 

San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
of Harold Peary, NBC ac- 
is spending six weeks in a cast 


Wife 
tor, 


get | 


full-card | 


$300 TO $5,500 IN 10 WKS. 
| Mills Bros. From Radio; Another 
| Example of Radio’s Overnight Work 


Four Mills brothers, who arrived 
in New York from Cincinnati about 
wo months ago penniless and at the 
beginning of October were placed 
under a $200 per week contract to 
CBS, will next week be earning over 
$5,500 per. It is one of the quickest 
ises of a theatrical attraction, again 
reflecting the overnight power of 
radio to make a name. 

Mills brothers, colored, will be 
earning $5,500 through their CBS 
radio contract with Vapex, which 
gives them $1,750 per week; two 
weeks at the Roxy starting Christ- 
mas Day, and the following two 
weeks for Fox at Brooklyn, which 
will earn them $3,000 per for all 
four weeks, and an engagement at 
Connie's Inn at $750. 

This total excludes the colored 
jact’s recording contract with Bruns- 
wick, which calls for $500 a disc. 
| They are scheduled to record for 
Brunswick at least once a month. 


‘Oldsmobile’s $20,000 
For One-Hour Program 











Chicago, Dec. 21. 

As a preliminary ballyhoo to the 
unveiling of its new mode}, Olds- 
mobile is spending $20.00 for a sin- 
gle shot over the NBC network. 
Program, which is scheduled to run 
for an hour in the afternoon, will be 
picked up from Chicago, New York 
and Los Angeles, with the chain for 
the first time attempting to broad- 
cast from two points at the same 
time. 

Already lined up for the show are 
Paul Whiteman unit, including the 
| King’s Jesters and Mildred Bailey, 
prima donna from the 





| Natalie Hall, 
| ‘Marching By’ company at the Great 
Northern here, Bebe Daniels and 
Jack Oakie. Talent on the New 
| York end is yet to be selected. It 
| will likely be either Marion Harris 
}or Ruth Etting, backed by a studio 
| orchestra. 

Auto manufacturer and the 
| work are figuring on a link 

] t 55 stations. 


if ast 
| —_——— 


HARRY TIGHE AIRING 
Harry Tighe, m.c. and vauile 
|comic, and Mimi Shelton from legit, 
are on WLWL, New York, for a 
iseries of sustaining periods. 
are billed as ‘Beauty and the Beast 


net- 
of at 














network seems | 


have been few new 
accounts launched during the past | 








They | 
' | the Russian revolution. i 


A. & A. 


Mass. 


SCARE KIDS | 


Women Say ‘Third Degree’ | 
Is Horrid at Bedtime 
Springfield, Mass. 
Women’s organizations here have 
registered a protest against the 





‘third degree’ scenes in Amos ‘n’ 
| Andy broadcast. They charge that 
| such ‘incidents horrify children just | 
|as they are going to bed’ and the | 
objectors want them eliminated 
from the ether. 

Station WBZ here carries the A-A | 
program, but John L. Clark, pro- 
gram director, who recently insti- | 
j} tuted a ‘purity drive’ on PrOSrame, | 
;} declined to consider the complaint 
against A-A as not being within | 
his scope because the broadcast is | 
sent in by a network (NBC) 

| 
j 


Local Weekly Sheets | 
Spring Up When Daily 
Gmits Radio Programs 


C., Dec. 21. 
Two weekly radio publications are 


Greensboro, N. 


being published by the local mer- 
chants because of the refusal of the 
local daily to list radio programs. 
The of 
publications is reported to exceed | 
15,000. 

Local station is WBIG, which 
claims it is not affiliated with either 
of the publications. 

Local merchants decided to pub- 





combined circulation the 


lish WBIG’s and the leading net- 
works’ programs after the local 
daily eliminated all program list- 


One of the 
the 


ings from its columns. 
weeklies is in magazine form, 
other a folder. 

Both carry 
merchants running to 
weekly. 


SULLIVAN’S RADIO PERIOD 


Columnist on Gerardine Period— 
Winchell Stays With ‘Strikes’ 


advertisements from 
about $750 








Lucky Strike is said to have 
paid a substantial sum to the Ger- 
ardine hair net firm to release Wal- 
ter Winchell from its radioing con- 
tract for a year with about 40 weeks 
still unexpired. In Winchell’s place 
Gerardine is reported to have en- 


gaged Ed Sullivan, the columner 
for ‘The Graphic.’ 

Through the deal Lucky Strikes 
now has the exclusive air services 


of Winchell, under its year’s con- 
tract in optional terms of one month 
each. 

Previously, the cigaret company 
had been paying Gerardine its Win- 
chell weekly salary, to secure the 
permission for Winchell to broad- 
cast three times for the cigaret. He 
had been radioing but once weekly 
for the hair net. 

Gerardine will be off the air for 
two weeks commencing tonight (22). 





| papers, 


| tions 


; are 


| mittal for the most part, 


Curb of Foothall Broadcasts 
EQUAL SES Angers Coast Radio Against Dailies 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


There's a war between coast 


isting stations and the news- 
broke 
claimed 
the 


broadc: 


Skirmish into the 


radio men the 


back of 


open when 


newspapers are move 


o have colleges in the Pacific coast 


t 
football conference agitate for a ban 


on broadeasts of next year’s games. 
Conference laid the matter on the 
table until next year, but the sta- 
aren't letting it rest there and 
nightly going on the air with 
propaganda against other measures 
and proposed legislation that might 
curb their future interests. 
Colleges Hinting 
This week teleg 
leges relative 
were broadcast, 


rrams from the col- 

the football ban 
Although noncom- 
they stated 
that broadcasting of games should 
be curbed, harking back to the Ted 
Husing incident. 


to 


are also warning 
listeners-in of legislation that 
might, as in Europe, tax the set 
owners. With all these are masked 
implications that the newspapers 
are back of them, due to jealousies 
and competition on advertising. 

All telegrams from the colleges 
frown on the idea that a cut in 
grosses due to broadcasts has any 
bearing on their stand, with most 
claiming that the curbing sugges- 
tion is only to save the players from 
insult. 


HEARST PITTSBURGH 
FINALLY ANNOUNCED 


21. 
an- 


Station owners 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 

Hearst interests. officially 
nounced its purchase of WCAE last 
week through the ‘Sun-Telegraph,’ 
Hearst daily. It was reported the 
publisher took over the station six 
months ago. A four-year-old pub- 
lishers’ agreement to the effect that 
no local daily could be in on a radio 
plant did not expire until Dee. 15. 

Station, previously owned and 
operated by Gimbel department 
store, where its studio is located, is 
said to have shown a net profit of 
$75,000 during 1930. No changes in 
the personnel have been made. 
Station’s call now reads ‘WCAE, 
Voice of the Pittsburgh Sun-Tele- 
graph.’ 

Official dedication Jan. 4, 
flock of Hearst writers, including 
Bugs Baer, Winchell, Hellinger and 
Odd Mcintyre, come here for a pro- 
gram. 


when a 





Paris Pickup for Lucky 
Strike New Year’s Eve 


Lucky Strike hour over NBC 
will spend New Year's Eve picking 
up five bands in as many cities, one 
on the Continent. The short wave 
interlude will be for Ciro’s Plan- 
tation orchestra from Paris, the 





‘Liberty’ Quits CBS 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 
‘Liberty’ Magazine, on Columbia 
since last July, quits broadcasting 
with the Christmas Day program 
Also due to come off the same net- 
work, but a week later, is Regal 
Shoe. ! 
These two commercials will be re- | 
placed on the schedule by White- | 
man Chocolate and Woodbury Soap. } 





Only Macfadden mag now left on | 
the air is True Story, switched to | 
NBC when the Liberty ether cam- | 
| paign began. 
Mae Murray’s Sister-In-Law 
Princess Nina Mdvani, Mae Mur- | 


¢ ° ° ° i 
ray’s sister-in-law, goes on the air, 


| NBC, Dec. 26, with D. Thomas Cur- 
tain. It will be her first air appear- | 


ance, 


about 
during 


Princess will just reminisce 
some personal experiences 


first time the French capital has 
figured in an American commercial 
broadcast. 


Other towns Winchell will call 
are San Francisco, New Orleans 
and Montreal. The big leap will 


from Paris to Frisco 


starting and ending in Ne 


the period 
2w York. 


be 











Best Xmas Present 


Subscription to 





$6.00 for One Year 
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BEN BERNIE and Band 
instrumental, Songs, Talk 
Sustaining 

WABC, New York 

Ben Bernie should be and is 
drawing a silent cheer from that 
professional faction which follows 
radio, and is getting-so it finds it 
imperative to be near a loud speaker 
around midnight when Ben of the 
smiling remarks takes the air. 

Listening to Bernie over a period 
a couple of weeks or more, including 
his once weekly commercial] spasm, 
instigates the opinion his kidding 
chatter holds more real comedy 
than anything or anybody now in 
front of a mike. That he is the 
ether's most entertaining feature, 
however, is certainly open to debate 
and doubtful of drawnig ‘such a poll 
should the public vote. But among 
and for the show crowd there is no 
doubt—they dote on ‘the Old Maes- 
tro’ and the way he’s working. 

It’s the droll Bernie patter and 
gagging that is doing it. The fid- 
dling Ben is changing pace on the 
boys and girls by splitting his laugh 
lines between kidding the titles of 
the number he’s playing, himself, 
his boys and the signatures and rou- 
tines of the best known commercials. 
His jibes at those programs which 
take themselves so very seriously 
are particularly delicious. And he 
of the sleek hair comb and race 
track yen is smart enough to launch 
these quips, some of which are gems, 
without warning. 

Those who have heard the Bernie 
shafts aimed at the commercials 
will find it hard to resist him in fu- 
ture, providing they understand 
what he’s doing. His manner of 
taking that Winchell ‘old college try’ 
yell of ‘O-kay, Los Angeles,’ the 
world’s lousiest cue line, and fitting 
it to his own uses amounts to some- 
thing more than a chuckle. 

Best part of all this kidding is 
that it is all based upon original 
material, something for which Ber- 
nie always has been noted. A sharp 
vaude performer before he ever 
thought of acquiring his own dance 
band, leave alone radio, Bernie has 
never lost his sense of the satirical 
or flair for showmanship. So trueis 
this that he was never a real click 
out in Hollywood. And the best of 
‘em have died in front of that pic- 
ture mob. It got so in Hollywood 
that the sophisticated comedians 
knew their material was all right by 
the way they were flopping. 

If Bernie has any fault it’s that 
he’s too smart. The laity, as a 
whole, possibly can’t follow him. 
In fact, Ben is known in the trade 
as ‘a Palace act.’ He’s got to have 
a wise audience to be appreciated. 
Incidentally, and as a matter of 
record, the Palace has known few 
if any as riotous tokens of esteem 
as was accorded Bernie upon con- 
cluding his opening matinee there 
’way back when the band craze was 
first being launched upon an unsus- 
pecting public. 

Around New York they say that 
Bernie’s professional Thursday 
nights in the Loop have completely 
restored the College Inn to the niche 
which is formerly held in Chicago's 
night life. Not that this statement 
has any place in a radio review 
other than to further establish the 
type of assemblage before which 
Bernie thrives. What the material 
which entertains this coterie can 
mean in the parlors of Maine, Iowa, 
Kansas and Georgia is apparent to 
anyone connected with show busi- 
ness. 

Bernie is now on a commercial 
and is handling it very well. It’s a 
malt extract, which he also kidding- 
ly extols to dodge the routine and 
obvious advertising plug. He doesn't 
seem to take as many liberties dur- 
ing this session as when on his sus- 
taining minutes. But it’s enough, 
and the novelty and laughs should 
attract. 

As to his band, the maestro, as 
ever, has a good one. At times it 
has been brilliant. Coming over the 
air the boys, with Ben continuing to 
chaff them, still sound like a dance 
combination that can hold its own 
with the best. The orchestrations 
are colorful and the renditions 
smooth. But that which has always 
Separated MBernie’s aggregations 
from the general run has been Ber- 
nie himself. 

Some day Bernie may prove the 
Sensation he has always promised to 
be. On the other hand, this particu- 
lar member of the Bernie family 
Seems to be doing quite well and 
enjcying himself in the process. It 
should be a source of great satisfac- 
tion to him to know that the rank 
and file of his own calling are un- 
officially but verbally pinning a 
medal on him as their radio choice. 
And professionals are a tough fac- 
tion to convince on performance. 

Sid, 





MUSICAL CAPERS 
Songs, Music 

Su: ining 

KPO, San Francisco 

An NBC half hour vastly im- 
proved within the past few weeks 
and showing the results of prepara- 
tion and rehearsal, so often neg- 
lected here, especially on pop pro- 
grams. 

Sizeable artist list includes Tom 
Smith and Dudd Williamson, har- 
mony team; Aida Cavalli, novelty 
Singer; Elaine Tichenor, soprano: 
Mel Peterson, crooner, who reels 
off a bedtime story in Japanese dia- 
lect, and Jess Norman’s orchestra. 

Barry Thompson and another an- 
Mouncer split the chatter, most of 
it sufficiently funny and above the 
usual Lrand. Bock. 


SOPHIE TUCKER 
Nestle Program 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 


It’s a known fact among the radio 
programmers that when Sophie 
Tucker considers an air engagement, 
in the layout of numbers, she is to 
be the judge and not the studio or 
ad agency. And with Miss Tucker 
using her own judgment the studio 
programmers display real business 
acumen in permitting the lady to 
do her own picking. For Miss 
Tucker knows what she can sing 
and what the audiences like best. 
For the air Sophie Tucker is a 
natural. Her voice comes over like 
a million dollars and she radiates 
warmth and personality. The repro- 
ducer carries every little thing that 
Miss Tucker does with her vocal 
prowess. 
That Miss Tucker understands the 
invisible audience as well as she 
does those she faces in the theatres 
was best exemplified in the change 
of pace. She sang ‘Me and My 
Self’? and injected the typical Tucker 
syncopated swing. Then into a bal- 
lad, ‘After You’re Gone,’ that was 
dusted off of Miss Tucker’s song 
shelf of some 15 years ago. But 
done in impressive Tucker style. 
Her voice is strong, impinging. 
effective and apparently better 
than it has been in some time. And 
she put the Tucker spirit back of it. 
Musical phase oke, Mark. 


CHILE-AMERICAN PROGRAM 
with Pres. Juan Rodriquez 
International 

Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 

Of principal interest in such pro- 
grams is the mechanical triumph 
over geography. International and 
inter-continental broadcasts grow 
increasingly frequent and soon, no 
doubt, the radio public will put 
such marvels onto their ho-hum list 
of things taken for granted. 


After the fact that it’s Santiago, 
Chile, on the other end there was 
nothing to edify the listener. And 
there was lots of static besides the 
Chilean president’s late arrival be- 
fore the micrephone and his Span- 
ish lingo. Music, of course, was 
pleasant. Spanish music always is. 
Still, it was long listening and little 
return. 

Arrangements were carried 
through by the Chile-American 
Chamber of Commerce with a view 
to cementing business relations be- 
tween the countries. It would be 
less than true to say there was no 
publicity value to such hands-and- 
voices-across-the-sea gestures. But 
it is easily debatable that the value 
is not commensurate with the 
trouble ad expense incurred. It did, 
of course, remind anyone who hap- 
pened to be listening that there is 
such a country as Chile. But no 
association of ideas was left be- 
hind. 

It may be that the real motive 
was less to impress America and 
more to build good will in Chile, 
the point of origin. At the micro- 
phone with the thought of all the 
United States tensely waiting by 
their dials it may have seemed 
monumental in importance and 
consequences. On the quality of re- 
ception in Chicago it was pretty 
evident. only DX fans would hold 
the station throughout. 

President Rodriquez’ speech was 
translated into English. It was a 
beautiful. example of diplomatic 
phraseology. It said nothing but it 
sounded scholarly. Land, 


GRAND OPERA MINIATURES 

With Theo. Karle, Evan Evans, 
Adele Vasa 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 


Period for the lovers of classical 
music and opera followers. Each 
broadcast is another opera in mini- 
ature, with the meat of the score 
condensed. Besides the artists listed 
above, Barbara Maurel, contralto, 
was also billed, but not present. 

Sliced version of Verdi's ‘La Tra- 
viata’ for air consumption contained 
plenty meat. The music is familiar 
to even non-operatic adherents as 
it is often featured over the air. ‘La 
Traviata’ is among the best known. 

Theo Karle, tenor, and Adele 
Vasa, soprano, bear the brunt of 
this broadcast with solos and duets. 
Karle has a wirile tenor, but Miss 
Vasa’s soprano is the outstanding 
voice. Evan Evans, baritone, was 
included for a few brief minutes. 

The announcer is used to knit the 
libretto together for better con- 
tinuity. Between numbers he 
tells briefly -hat has taken place 
and what will follow. 





ARTHUR LANE 
Longs 

Sustaining 

Ww Schenectady 


Tenor singing pop ballads and 
own numbers, with a 15-minute aft- 
ernoon once weekly. Announced as 
crooner, works along Vallee lines, 
although at times appears to be try- 
ing to get away from. strictly 
crooning style. 

Like many of that school, his 
voice is not of wide range or power. 
Okay for his type. Perhaps best 
male pop vocalist, local, over WCY. 
Might be given early evening spot. 

Johnny Fink’s accompaniment 
good, 





‘PEER GYNT’ . 
Tab Version with Music 
Sustaining 

WENR, Chicago 


Here is a laudable attempt to en- 
tice the higher mental grades to the 
dials. It is the first of a series of 
programs to be listed as ‘Lyric 
Dramas,’ delivered by NBC over a 
network. Giving ‘Peer Gynt’ in 30 
minutes is something like doing the 
same with ‘Hamlet’ or even ‘Strange 
Interlude.” What there is of it is 
very good, but it is not wholly sat- 
isfying by reason of its sketchiness. 

For the boop-a-doop listener, the 
program hasn’t a chance. It will be 
hardly understandable, and to some 
it will be offensive. Doubtful 
whether the sheltered radio fan 
will approve of Peer calling his 
mother an ‘ill-shapen ugly old hag,’ 
nor accept it as a term of endear- 
ment, as it was so intended. Nor 
will they likely enjoy the raw and 
powerful death scene of Gynt’s 
mother, One passage was complete- 
ly expurgated from this tab version, 
that in which the Green-Clad One 
accuses Gynt of being the father 
of her dwarf child. This portion was 


hastily summarized by the an- 
nouncer. 

‘Peer Gynt’ and Hendrik Ibsen 
in any form is largely adult fod- 


der, and even the chopping of the 
play down to 80 minutes could not 
kill the exceptionally beautiful lan- 
guage here. But whether the adults 
will care for a short version is a 
question. Mental minors won't un- 
derstand; they no doubt won't even 
listen. 

More feasible for the radio pub- 
lic is the musical background and 
interludes for the version; the reg- 
ular ‘Peer Gynt’ music by Edvard 
Grieg. This music is well known 
as of sufficient conventional style 
to cover the great slice of the lis- 
tening audience. If this program 
continues to use this intellectual 
type of play and music it would 
seem the wiser course to empha- 
size the music rather than the plot. 
In other words, to explain the mu- 
sic with a few short sentences about 
the plot, rather than having th: 
music merely as an occasional and 
incidental background for the story. 


‘Peer Gynt’ itself was handled 
excellently. Two performances were 
particularly outstanding, those of 
Gynt and his mother. The other 
women were weak. 

This is altogether a worthy pro- 
gram in the light of mentally adult 
entertainment, but it is aimed 
strictly at the minority of radio’s 
public. 


PERSONALITY GIRL 
Virginia Clark 


Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
WJJD, Chicago 

Nothing distinctive in the way 
of personality is revealed on the 
receiving end by this new cooing 
adjunct of the Loyal Order of 
Moose mouthpiece. Cornelia Os- 
good, the station’s program direc- 
tor, claims the girl as her own dis- 
covery and apparently is respon- 
sible for slapping the fancy billing 
on a simple little voice. Miss 
Clark’s current assignment im- 
poses upon her the task of holding 
the femme attention between sales 
talks on Swirlette, a mode of hair 
dressing. 


Girl specializes in pop ballads, 
but before she can expect to go 
places in that particular field she'll 
have to inject a little feeling into 
her lyrics. She may be disposed 
toward emotional anesthesia, and, if 
so, no degree of expert coaching 
around a radio station can cure 
that. As most of her numbers come 
over now, they’re just so many 
words strung together and poured 
into an electric ear. 

That the voice is pleasant and 
packs a modicum of warmth there's 
no gainsaying. But the capacity 
for emotionalizing a lyric isn't 
there. At least, not yet. 


PAUL LAMKOFF’S Motion Picture 
Hour 

Music, Talk 

Sustaining 

KFAC, Los Angeles 


Classic baritoning, violin playing, 
picture publicity and B’Nai Brith 
plug are mixed in this half hour 
concocted by Paul Lamkoff, who 
sings three numbers pleasingly but 
could polish up his English diction. 

Screen chatter is confined to a 
reading of current studio publicity 
items, with names of personages 
and long words muffed by Warner 
Lewis, the ‘broadcasting reporter.’ 

Leon Goldwasser, of the L. A. 
Philharmonic orchestra, fiddled 
three numbers, the last, a Kreisler 
piece, getting a sluffing all the way 
through, 

Programs so far have. contained 
short, snappy boosts for the B'’Nai 
Brith, Jewry’s No. 1 lodge. Frank- 
ness in appealing for more Jews to 
join indicated a commercial tie- 
up between Lamkoff and the or- 
ganization, which the former denies, 
saying his periods are experiments, 
with the B. B. a possible buyer of 
his program. 

Nice classic tone to the 30 min- 
utes, which runs twice weekly, but 
can be lifted a lot by more snappy 
film news or elimination of the pic- 
ture angle altogether. It offers 





nothing particularly attractive. 





CHILDREN’S HOUR 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


This is the largest program of 
kiddie entertainers in New York. It 
is sponsored by Horn & Hardart, 
who believes the youngsters will 
lead the elders to this broadcast. 
Which will therefore give complete 
coverage, Program runs a full hour 
each Sunday morning. 

Majority of the young talent for 
these broadcasts is recruited at au- 
ditions. In Philadelphia H. & H. is 
running the same type of period 
and the announcer heralds a friend- 
ly spirit of rivalary between the 
New York and Philly kiddie enter- 
tainers. Age of the youngsters used 
average anywhere from 65 to 15. 

Style of entertainment is varied 
enough. There are singers, instru- 
mentalists, eloclutionists, imitators, 
etc. Some of the kids are very good, 
others just lukewarm, but none re- 
ally bad. Many work like profes- 
sionals, as no doubt many have had 
previous stage or radio experience. 

This station is daily flooded by 
fond parents with talented little 
ones. All kids are given auditions, 
which is one reason these broad- 
easts attract so many juvenile 
listeners. Announcer tells where the 
kids may get auditions. 

Broadcast has an air of spontan- 
eity, always entertains in one form 
or another and cn that basis is at- 
tracting quite some interest from 
grownups, 





SHUR-ON MUSICAL SHOWMEN 
V‘ith George Martin, Dr. Hoadley 

And Nat Erusiloff Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 

This is built for Sunday and along 
the lines of many other programs 
which differ only in the particular 
trademark they seek to glorify. 
More precisely, it’s a studio orches- 
tra interrupted now and then for a 
little spieling. Because the musi- 
cians under Nat Brusiloff are spir- 
ited and because George Martin 
knows how to handle talk, the pro- 
gram holds its own, sooths the ear, 
and imprints something of the mes- 
sage of the advertiser upon the 
prospective pu: chaser of new gog- 
gles. 

George Martin is described as a 
newspaperman-that-was. He has 
stepped into the larger dignity of 
public relations counsel to the op- 
tical trade. For a guest speaker (6) 
he had Dr. Ifoadley, totally blind. 
Dr. Hoadley talked about his trained 
police dog, Alma, how she is 
guided by and in turn guides her 
master through the streets. This 
was told briefly and entertainingly. 
Dr. Hoadley has a cultured, easy 
flow of English, as would be expected 
from a former college professor. 
His being blind and the subject of 
his discussion was calculated to 
stress the value of eyesight, 

In less’ subtle, more direct, 
phraseologly the commercial plugs 
warned of the dangers of eyestrain, 
ete. Shur-On is a type of glasses 
with the company naturally doing 
business with the thousands of op- 
tical stores all over the country. 
Nothing is said about that moot 
question of going to an M. D. for 
examination rather than just let- 
ting the salesman-optician do the 
prescribing. 

Might not be a bad idea to com- 
bat the suspicious frame of mind 
most people have with regard to 
the disinterestedness of the counter 
doctor. These shopkeepers have a 
tendency to over-correct eyes. 

Land, 





JOHNNY and MAC 
Banjo-Crooners 
Sustaining 

WCRW, Chicago 

Unlike Johnny and Frankie who 
worked up to a lot of action, Johnny 
and Mac go on interminably dron- 
ing out their doleful cadences. It’s 
a lot of banjo, slow, monotonous, 
sing-songey, and a little harmoniz- 
ing intermittently woven in. It 
drags through minutes that seem 
like years on a station with 100 
watts that’s on the air from 7 to 8, 
off for an hour, back from 9 to 10, 
off again until midnight, when an- 
other hour is allowed, 

Mostly WCRW broadcasts phono- 
sraph records, but on account of be- 
ing located on Diversey boulevard 
the station prefers to call them 
‘gramaphone’ records. Johnny and 
Mac are presumably pinch-hitters. 
Even 100-watters have to have some 
in-persons once in a while. 

Land. 


REMINGTON RHYTHM 
ROUNDERS 

Disk 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

Whatever chance the musical part 
of this disk had to make any im- 
pression was completely wiped out 
by the sales talk that flooded the 
mechanical in behalf of Reming- 
ton typewriter. Of course, Reming- 
ton foots the bill and is concerned 
after all in the air plug, but just 
the same any sort of radio enter- 
tainment listed for the same period 
would take the dial play away from 
this one, 

The band is styled the Rhythm 
Rounders and goes about its as- 
signment in a matter-of-fact way 
with little or no attention paid to 
anything except straight playing of 


—$——=s 


WILSON COMPANY PROGRAM 

With Len Ivey, Cornelia Osboog 
Stanley Andrews, Car! Way, 
Douglas Way, Grace Prince 

Mystery Dramas 

COMMERCIAL 

WJJD, Chicago 


From the haven and aroma of 
the stockyards come the backers of 
this weekly series of mystery nove 
elettes, 30 minutes worth at a crack 
The drama and the players are all 
ready for packing. 

So childish and illogical, it sound- 
ed like a burlesque of the old mel- 
lers. There were actually sentences 
such as ‘This is dastardly.’ There 
were dozens of sentences, repeated 
and repeated, to express the sure. 
ing emotions, such as ‘Still you 
never can tell’ (doubt); ‘This gang 
won't stop at anything’ (horror and 
contempt); ‘Can you beat that? 
(surprise); ‘We'd better get there 
right away’ (anxiety); ‘I don’t like 
this at all’ (mystery). In between, 
the performers filled the vacant 
spots with countless’ tsk-tsk’s, 
hmm-hmm’s and ‘Good heavens!’ 

To repeat the story would be in- 
ane. It concerned a blackmailing 
gang that goes around saying ‘$10,- 
000 or your life.” They bump off a 
couple of muggs with machine gun 
fire (simulated comically by a loose 
drum), when in comes the heroine, 
the lady in tights from the U. §s., 
Secret Service. This poor gal hag 
a crop of the most stupid sentenceg 
ever spread on the patient ether, 
She recites ’em by rote, expressing 
horror, surprise, contempt, anger, 
pity and sex-appeal in the same dull 
tones, all in conjunction with the 
aforementioned tsk-tsk’s, hmm- 
hmm’s and ‘Good heavens!’ She 
and the other performers manage 
to be as truly emotional as a damp 
lettuce sandwich. But then, nobody 
could have handled those lines, 

At one point the lady reports to 
her chief that another guy has been 
machine-gunned into eternity, and 
the chief replies, in all seriousness: 
‘Tsk, tsk, we can’t have this sort 
of thing happening.’ 

Well, anyway, the lady from the 
Secret Service finally solves the 
crime just before the announcement 
about quality hams and bacons, and 
she grabs the ‘dirty blackmailer.’ 
How she does it no one knows. She 
merely yelps suddenly, ‘I arrest vou, 
George Howard. Come now, your 
game’s up. I knew you all the 
time. And Howard, who everybody 
thought was a great guy and on 
our side, strikes a pose and cracks, 
‘Well, you got me.’ The lady tries 
to make some sort of explanation of 
how she knew the rascal, but no- 
body in the audience believes her. 
They probably weren’t even listen- 
ing. 


— 


MME, NOEL EADIE 
Operatic Soprano 
Sustaining 
WMAGQ, Chicago 

This was a stop-gap between the 
President of Chile and the next 
program, It was unscheduled ap- 
parently and a last minute S.O.S. 
to the singer. She did two numbers 
without being impressive. At least 
not sounding like grand opera and 
$6 a seat, and to make it worse she 
ended on a sharp C that was flat. 
It was a note whose sourness smote 
the ear. It was unmistakable. 
This was a trifle unfortunate, 48 
NBC had seized the opportunity to 
present Mme. Eadie as a star of the 
Civic Concerts Bureau, NBC’s own 
particular pet. She was announced 
as this year’s soprano sensation at 
the Chicago Opera, which is tinged 
with exaggeration since the jury 
was divided. What the Concert Bu- 
reau wished to stress most of all 
was Mme. Eadie’s return in the 
spring from Europe to embark on 
a concert swingaround under NBC 
auspices, 
That is remote and the publicity 
advantages seem slight when sifted 
through that distance, which al- 
ways lends forgetfulness, Still time 
will also erase that last quiveringly 
false, unmelodic note. Land. 





EARLY RISERS CLUB ‘ 
With Frank Westphal, Harlow Wil- 
cox, Verna Burke, Billy White, 
Brooks and Ross 

Studio Party 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 

Much reliance upon the mood of 
the listeners and the inspiration of 
the moment among the performers 
makes this sustaining period a hit- 
and-miss affair. That is to say it’s 
capable of enormous fluctuation as 
to quality from moment to moment 
or Sunday to Sunday. If an actor 
is-as good as his material, a maxim 
of show business that can be ac- 
cepted 90°, what chances the brave 
sons and daughters of ad lib are 
taking! And that goes double on 
the radio. 

Part, at least, of this program is 
ad lib. It’s probably sketched out 
hazily in advance much in the man- 
ner comics in a musical tab rehearse 
bits just before going on. Only the 
essential details are nailed down. 
Everything else moves with the 
whims of the performers, and for 
every bright sally sired by lightning. 
a dozen zugs pop out and over the 
air. 

It was surely not in the script 
when the harmony team having got- 
ten tangled up with the orchestra 





numbers, Mark. 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Competish Strong, NBC 
Keeps Auditions Secret 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Shroud of intense secrecy has 
peen thrown by the NBC sales de- 
partment here around all commer- 
cial talent auditions. Too many 
leaks, with too much competition 
from other talent sources resulting, 
is given as the cause, 

Previously, lists of auditions to be 
held for prospective clients were 
distributed by the program depart- 
ment to the heads of all other de- 
partments. Sales execs have or- 
dered these cut out and, in addition, 
have impressed the program depart- 
ment with the need of keeping in- 
formation about scheduled auditions 
from everybody in the organization 
but those directly concerned. 

Those responsible for the new 
policy aver that when news of the 
pending audition got out, the ac- 
count would be subject to a flock of 
solicitors from Columbia, M. C. A. 
and others, who would try to prevail 
upon the prospect to hold off pass- 
ing judgment on the NBC wares 
until it had a chance to hear the 
other offerings. In some instances, 
they claim, the opposition network 
has taken advantage of the advance 
information, and in one specific case 
managed recently, as a result, to 
wean away a big money account. 

Oke With Agencies 

Advertising agencies say the ban 
is okay with them. The stricter it’s 
exercised the better, they declare, 
they'll like it. These commercial 
reps also claim they’ve found the 
slipping out of advance info on au- 
ditions embarrassing. 

Sore point here particularly has 
been the fact that M.C.A, has gone 
over the heads of the agencies and 
direct to the clients, and tried to 
unsell the latter on talent already 
approved. Too much_ shopping 
around and rebuilding of programs, 
say the agency men, leaves little 
profit for their organizations out of 
the 15% commission collected from 
the account. 








ANDY GUMP STRANDED 


Walks Out on Carton 
Serial 


Commercial 





Chicago, Dee. 21. 

After giving the script act a 13- 
week try over WGN here, Mc- 
Laughlin’s Coffee has dropped The 
Gumps from its payroll and sub- 
stituted Tom, Dick and Harry, har- 
mony and patter team. Explanation 
given was that the Gump’s serial 
‘did not fit in with the merchandiz- 
ing plans.’ 

Script show, which is owned by 
the Tribune mouthpiece, stays on as 
a sustaining feature. To find out 
for itself whether the serial means 
anything, WGN is currently con- 
ducting a teaser mail campaign. 
Listeners are being asked to advise 
what time of the day they would 
most prefer to tune in on the pro- 
gram. 

Trio replacing has been contract- 
ed for six quarter hour morning pe- 
riods a week, with a minimum of 13 
weeks, 


Mills 4 Sue Crosley 
For $500 Stage Dates 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 

Mills Brothers have filed suit in 
Municipal Court against the Cros- 
ley Radio Corp. for $500 alleged due 
them for five days’ theatre work 
here. As three of the plaintiffs are 
minors, they are represented by 
their mother. Edwin K. Levi is the 
attorney. 

Theatre dates were played last 
September while the Mills boys were 
broadcasting over WLW on _ sus- 
taining programs. Stage dates cited 
were at the Roosevelt, local Negro 
house, and Warners’ theatre in 
Findlay, O. Quartet claims to have 
been booked through the Crosley 
artists bureau which, they say, col- 





lected payment for the dates but 
failed to turn the money over to 
them. 


At that time the four boys had 
been on WLW programs for nearly 
a year at a reported salary of $200a 
week. About three months ago they 


motored to New York and connected 
with CBS. 


AN EARACHE 


2 Stations on 1 Wave for Next 6 
Months? 





Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Both the local WCHI and the 
Covington, Ky., WCKY are operat- 
ing over the same channel simul- 


taneously and making an ear-ach- 
ing hodge-podge of other's 
broadcasts, but nobody can do any- 
thing about it. Tangle can't be 
straightened out until the U. 5. 
Court of Appeals of the District of 
Columbia gets around to hearing 
WCHI's case against the Federal 
Radio Commission, and that will 
take, it is figured, at least six 
months. Meantime advertisers are 
complaining, and in some instances 
have threatened to cancel their con- 
tracts. 

Federal Radio Commission early 
last November assigned WCHI's 
share of the wave length to WCKY 
and ordered the local outlet to quit 
broadcasting within 20 days. At the 
eleventh hour WCHI obtained an 
order from the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals here restraining the 
commission from barring the sta- 
tiop off the air until its appeal had 
been passed on by the Washington 
jurists. 

Meanwhile, WCKY, unaffected by 
the legal move made in Chicago, has 
been operating on the full-time li- 
cense previously issued it by the 
commission, which has taken no 
steps either to have the local court 
writ vacated or to prevail upon the 
Kentucky outlet to suspend opera- 
tion during the five hours allowed 
WCHI daily under the old alloca- 
tion. 

As far as the commission is con- 
cerned, WCHI ne longer legally 
exists, and to interfere in the bat- 
tle of drowning out each other now 
going on between the stations would 
be an admission of the contrary. 


eacn 





Doc Brinkley Preparing 
His Senatorial Campaign 


Dec. 21. 

Unless an appeal to higher courts 
gets results, Dr. John Brinkley must 
fight for his Texas medical license 
here. Brinkley’s petition for a 
change of venue to Del Rio, U. S. 
Headquarters for his station, WXER, 
Denied by local court last week on 
grounds that state med board keeps 
its records here, which gives the 
doctor several months respite to 
round up his legal forces. 

During the hearing defense ai- 
torneys admitted that the radio spe- 
cialist is getting. set to run for U. S 
senator in his home state, Kansas 


Dallas, 





CBS Reported Forming 
Chicago Artist Bureau 


Ralph Wonders, head of the CBS 
artists’ bureau, left for Chicago 
Friday (18) on business. 

He is siated to 
(Tuesday). 

Reported that Wonders’ trip to 
the Windy City was to organize a 
Chicago CBS artists’ bureau. From 
reports, CBS intends to establish 
this bureau in WBBM, its latest 
and largest Chicago outlet. 


return today 








NO FITZ FOR PADDY 


Proposal to allow. three months’ 
leave of absence to L. J. Fitz- 
gerald, manager of the NBC Artists’ 
Service here, so that he could man- 
age the Paderewski tour, has been 
vetoed by the network’s execs. 
Pianist, who starts his American 
tour in January, had personally put 
in a request for Fitzgerald's 
services. 

Chain’s execs figured that the 
leave permit would establish a pre- 
cedent contrary to the organiza- 
tion’s policy. Fitzgerald has han- 
dled all the Paderewski concert 
itineraries in the U. 8S. A. and Can- 
ada for the past nine years. 





NBC’s Contest Winner 
Carol Deis has been placed under 
an NBC contract. She will have two 
sustainings weekly. 
Miss Deis, a soprano, 
1930 Atwater Kent contest. 


won the 














SDP OOOIS «COANE 


HOPPER 


Mr. Hopper’s idea of perpetual 





youth is “Try Something New.” On 
| his recent tour with the “DeWolf 
Hopper Singers and Players” in a 
new type of “Revusical”’ each city 
seemed to agree with the Toledo 
“Times” that said: “Last night we 
heard Hopper at the RIXO Palace 
and today we are a bigger and bet- 
ter man.” Mr. Hopper is under 
personal management of Howard 
Tooley, Butler Bidg., Chicago. 





Rines Buys 2 Stations — 
And Buildmg Another 


Portland, Me., Dec. 21. 
Rines Hotel Corp. has purchased 





WRDO, Augusta, Me., and WRBA, 
Roanoke, Va. The Maine station 


will be completed within a few days. 

Same company is erecting a 1,000- 
watt station at Manchester, N. H., 
WFEA, which will be ready for 
operation within two weeks. The 
company already owns and operates 
WCSH in this city. 





‘32 Air Prospect 


(Continued from page 49) 


the medium, the concerted retreat 
excited gloomy comment in the ad- 
vertising industry. Gist of opinion 
here was to the effect that it looked 
as though commercial broadcasting 
had reached its apex in 1931 and 
was due for a sharp setback the 
coming year. 

Dropping out of these accounts, 
aver the networks, can't be inter- 
preted as a trend, because the cir- 
cumstances in almost all of these 
eases indicate heavy advertising re- 
trenchment all around. Both chains 
claim that their figures on the busi- 
ness scheduled for the start of the 
new year refute the indigo predic- 
tions... NBC, particularly, declares 
that the total amount of contracts 
and renewals with January starting 
dates is better than 20% over that 
at hand a year ago. 

New Networkers 

Commercials spotted to take to 
the NBC link during January are 
Carnation Milk, Wheaties (‘Skippy), 
Royal Jello, Blue Moon Cheese 
Products, Vigoro and Lady Esther 
Cream. Included in the CBS Janu- 
ary list are Whitman’s Chocolate, 
Woodbury Soap, Log Cabin Syrup, 
Chesterfield Cigarettes, Lane Cedar 
Chest, International Grocers’ Al- 
lianece, a national brand clothing 
mnufacturer and a Chicago bottler 
of near beer. 

Past week Cream of Wheat re- 
newed the Jolly Bill and Jane show 
over NBC for a year, with Quaker 
Oats doing the same for the Phil 
Cook program. Two Columbia re- 
newals were the Angelo Patri pro- 
scram for Cream of Wheat and the 
Jad Reducing Salts quarter hour, 
with Aunt Jemima. Although only 
in its third week, the latter clicked 
so quickly that the commercial de- 


cided to extend immediately the 
original 13-week contract to 26 
stanzas. 


Blue Moon Cheese has chosen for 
its dial magnet the Station KUKU 
pe with Raymond Knight con- 
tinuing as the head nut. Program 
will retain its Saturday night spot- 
ting when it ceases being an NBC 
possemncand and goes on the Blue 





| publishers’ 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


At the next meeting of their association (ANPA), the American news- 
paper publishers will be presented with evidence that will attempt to 
disprove the theory that radio is a competitor of the daily press in the 
advertising business. This evidence and contention, which will go to 
show that radio is more helpful than harmful, may be submitted by 
M. H. Aylesworth in person, 


NBC is reperted compiling 





data for the use of its president at the 
convention. 

Reported claim that may be made along with presentation of figures 
is that radio has inspired an increase in the volume of national adver- 
tising in the newspapers by making prospective advertisers additionally 
ad-conscious and by illustrating the beneficial results obtainable through 
smart commercial exploitation. 

The survey, from accounts, wlil show that the only newspaper adver- 
tising that might have suffered from radio opposition is the small town 
copy from neighborhood merchants who might have switched to the air 
for more coverage: with these advertisers possibly not able to maintain 
two advertising mediums at once. 


A New York daily paper queriea an advertising agency as to why it 
did not handle more radio advertising. Agency answered that it was be- 
eause it had to spend too much money entertaining the radio scribes. 

Daily tried to find out whether this is so or if the agency was kidding. 
First thing it did was to ask its radio editor for a list of radio parties 
he had been invited to. 

Funny angle was that the request for the list was made upon its ex- 
radio columnist, the office forgetting that he had been aired, 





Clyde Kittell, senior announcer and ace of WGY's staff, graduated 
from the General Electric Company’s Schenectady station to the NBC 
chain at the New York end last week. For some time Kittell had been 
boomed for advancement, but a report recently said he was leaving WGY 
over a row which arose as to the time allotted to Peyton’s Kenmore 
Hotel orchestra, Albany, for that unit’s late evening broadcast. 

Like several other WGY announcers, Kittell has a church background. 
His father, Rev. James 8S. Kittell, is executive secretary of the board 
of domestic missions of the Reformed Church in America. The new NBC 
mike-talker studied voice, piano and organ under several instructors. 

Kittell is the third member of WGY’s staff to make the jump from the 
Schenectady to the New York studios of the parent NBC organization. 





The Jack Hylton experiment from London Tuesday (15) on the Lucky 
Strike NBC hour reproduced in New York with considerable distortion. 
Same was noted in California. According to the announcement the 
3,000-mile throw was accomplished by short-wave and not telephone 
cable. 

Hylton’s program, split into two sessions of about three numbers each, 
was very British. It carried an enthusiastic audience over there which 
stayed up ’till 4 a. m. to sit in on the international hookup. Resultant 
applause after each number evidently came from the listeners gathered 
around Hylton’s band in the British Broadcasting Company's studio, 
presumed to be the source of the program. 

With WEAF the most difficult of all stations to tune in clearly around 
Manhattan, the added distortion by the short-wave helped to further 
exaggerate apparent over-orchestration in the Hylton arrangements. 
Leading to the thought that bands broadcasting from such distances in 
future might do better to rely upon numbers which have been simply 
scored, relying upon the novelty of the occasion to carry them rather 
than try to make a showing by delving into involved arrangements which 
the tremendous distances merely cloud and pull out of shape. At least 
that seems the best way until ocean spanning transmission is improved. 

Hylton’s final number, ‘Goodnight Sweetheart’, a song which originated 
in England and first came to notice over there, probably lists as his best 
item. Melody was well rendered and, being popular in the States, gave 
all listeners a basis of comparison. Practically all of the British band’s 
selections carried vocal interpolations which registered here more or less 
indistinctly although the basic melody was easily followed. 


Ad Agency Blames , 
Dennis King, and Lambs 
Lose $1,000 Weekly 


Chicago, Dee. 21. 
Dennis King is blamed by the 
Stack-Goble advertising agency for 
the calling off of the Lambs Club 
radio broadcasts that would have 


netted the club $4,000 each Sunday 
night for a series. 

King begged off the first sched- 
uled broadcast, Dec. 13, and again 
on the postponed program at the 
last minute. Agency is burning and 
claims King was ready to volunteer 
when he had no commercial radio 
tieups, but in the meanwhile signed 
to sing for Pond’s Cold Cream, 

Agency and the advertiser, Stew- 
art Warner, got disgusted. Jim 
Corbett, Taylor Holmes and Frank 
McIntyre were ready to go on the 
air Dec, 20, but Stewart Warner was 
holding out for bigger names to 
launch the series, figuring it wasn’t 
worth four grand otherwise. 





Moon payroll. Vigoro dates to start 
Jan. 31, will resort to concert stars 
and a studio symphonic combo for 
entertainment, while Lady Esther 
resumes on the 17th with Wayne 
King. Royal Gelatine’s initial pro- 
gram is carded for New Year’s day, 
with Billy Artz’ band and H. War- 
den (‘Hack’) Wilson as m. c., shar- 
ing the  tri-weekly assignment. 
‘Skippy,’ etherally a Wheaties pro- 
tege, has been limited to a local re- 
lease the past four months. 
Wrigley Gum, also the past week, 
extends the release of its Indian kid 
show, ‘Lone Wolf's Adventures,’ 
from a midwest four-station hookup 
to the Columbia basic network, 





Another Law Busted 


Don Higgins switches from the 
publicity department of NBC to 
CBS this week. It is the first case 
of the publicity department of one 
network employing a member of the 
other. 

Heretofore there’s been some sort 
of unwritten law against NBC or 
CBS bidding for the others publicity 


men, or engaging them while still on 
the job. 


MISS DE LEATH AT CBS 

Vaughn De Leath, recently under 
contract 1.» NBC, has been placed 
under a CBS Miss De 
Leath starts a series of sustaining 
for CBS Dec. 28. 

Miss De Leath left NEC when the 
latter network refused to furnish a 
commercial period. 


Chi Program N. Y. Produced 

Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Society Brand Clothes starts over 
CBS network March 8, augmenting 
the hook-up with Dallas, Houston, 
Minneapolis and Atlanta. Studio 
orchestra will be used plus name 
vocalists on a guest artist arrange- 

ment. 

Although a Chicago account, pro- 
gram will be produced in New York. 


contract. 




















+ 
130th Week 
and 673rd Episode 
at 
Station WMAQ, Chicago 
. 
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THE ROMANCE OF 





nd SYLVIA. 





? + 
“VARIETY” said (June 6, 1931): 

“The closest approach to next- 
to-closing sure-fire hoke heard on 
the air hereabouts.” 
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52 “VARIETY 


MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 


Tuesday; December 22, 193} 








Beans Song 
Stands Out 
East ‘nn West 


New York, Dec. 19. 
Slight improvement in sheets dur- 
ing the early part of November, but 
started to slide rapidly toward the 


close of the month. Disc sales 
showed an increase during Novem- 
ber. 


Robbins’ ‘Good Night Sweetheart’ 
was the leader of the monch. 

Feist earned three out of the 
six best sellers for the past month. 
[ts songs hold down the Nos. 2-4 
with ‘Faded Summer Love,’ ‘Guilty’ 
and ‘I Don’t Wnow Why,’ respec- 
tively. Both ‘Why’ and ‘Guilty’ are 
repeaters on the best seller list. 

Brunswick has a 12-inch disc 
among its six best sellers for the 
first time. It is a medley of selec- 
tions from ‘Scandals,’ recorded by 


the Boswell Sisters, Bing Crosby, 
Mills Bros., Frank Munn, Victor 


Young Orchestra and Connie Bos- 
well, all Brunswick aces. 
Chi Biz Up 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Business sharply upward for No- 
vember, being felt equally well in 
the record and sheet music fields. 

Music tribe was electrified by the 
bombshell of ‘Good Night, Sweet- 
heart.’ 

Runner-up, ‘Faded Summer Love,’ 
is clicking heavily. 

Paul Whiteman’'s recordings for 
Victor broke immediately into the 
winning class, taking two of the 
blue ribbon spots. 


Earl Carroll’s Error 


Earl Carroll’s nite club under- 
neath the Carroll theatre, New York, 
reported recently as due to open 
Dec. 25, is now said to be $100,000 
away from opening on that or any 
other date. 

That amount, from accounts, is 
needed to make the big basement 
look like a nite club. 

The spot so far is still just four 











No. 1—SONG 


NOVEMBER MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 
GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS OF SALES MADE DURING NOVEMBER BY THE LEADING 


MUSIC JOBSBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 











6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Revorted by Leading Jobbers 


NEW YORK 


‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ 











‘Faded Summer Love’ 


CHICAGO 
‘Good Night, Sweetheart” 
‘Faded Summer Love’ 
































No. 2—SONG 

No. 3—SONG ‘Guilty’ 

No. 4—SONG *) Don’t Know Why’ 

No. 5—SONG ‘Love Letters in the Sand’ 


‘Love ‘Letters in the Sand’ 


‘When the Moon Comes Over the Mountain’ 








‘| Don't Know Why’ 





No. 6—SONG 





‘Sleenv Time Down South’ 





‘Guiltv’ _ 





3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to deter- 


mine the side responsible for the sales, both sides are mentioned: 


BRUNSWICK—No. 1 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 








BRUNSWICK—No. 3 __ 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Tickeration’ (Cab Calloway Orch.) 





‘Kicking the Gong Around’ (Cab Calloway 
Orch.) 


Medley Geo. White’s ‘Scandals’ (Boswell 
Sis., Bing Crosby, Frank Munn, Mills 
Bros., Vic. Young Orch.). 





‘Cuban Love ‘Song,’ ‘You Didn't Know the 
Music’ (Jacques Renard Orch.) 





‘Tiger Rag’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (Mills Bros.) ° 





‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘As Time Goes By,’ ‘I'm Sorry, Dear’ 
(Jaques Renard Orch.) 





BRCNSWICK—No. 5 


Medley George White’s ‘Scandals’ (Bos- 
well Sis., Bing Brosby, Frank Munn, 
Mills Bros., Victor Young Orch.) 


‘Kickin’ the Gong Around’ (Cab Calloway 
Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 





‘An Ev’nina in Caroline’ (Boswell Sis.) 


‘Good Nicht. Sweetheart’ (Binge Crosby) 




















(Ted Lewis Band) 





sine ‘ ight, Sweetheart’ (Guy Lombardo] ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Guy Lombardo 
COLUMBIA—No. 1 owe Ne » Swe oat ’ 
COLUMBIA—No. 2 ‘Time on My Hands,’ ‘You Call it Mad- ‘Call Me Darling’ (Cavaliers Orch.) 

ness’ (Smith Ballew Orch.) ‘ - —= 

rome ‘ i t,’ ‘Little Mary Brown’ (Ben| ‘I'll Be Glad hen You’re Dead’ (Louis 
eee. | eae ae Armstrong Orch.) 

—No. 4 ‘Good Night, Sweetheart,’ ‘Faded Summer | ‘I Don't Know Why,’ ‘You Call It Mad- 
wh ctr ha y Love’ (Ruth Etting) : ness (Kate Smith) 
COLUMBIA—No. 5 ‘An Ev'ning in Caroline,’ ‘Old Playmate’ | ‘An Ev’ning in Caroline’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


4) Don’t Know Why,’ ‘You Call it Mad- 
ness’ (Kate Smith) 


‘A Faded Summer Love’ (Ruth Etting) 



































: ight, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King| ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Wayne King 
VICTOR—No. 1 Good Night, Orch.) | 

ar ‘Good Night, Sweetheart,’ ‘Time On My | ‘Sleepy Time Down South’ (Paul White- 
Lee Hands’ (Russ Columbo) man _ Orch.) 
VICTOR—No. 3 ‘Cuban Love Song,’ ‘Tell Me with a Love| ‘Good Night, Sweetheart’ (Russ Columbo) 

Song’ (Paul Whiteman Orch.) 

oe ‘Old Playmate,’ ‘Faded Summer Love’| ‘Faded Summer Love’ (Paul Whiteman 
Aa A ami (Paul Whiteman Orch.) Orch.) oi 

=a> ‘Ooh, That Kiss, ‘You're My Everything’ | ‘I Love to Hear a Military Band’ (Ted 
LA el healt: (Arden-Ohman Orch.) Weems Orch.) 
VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Don’t Know Why,’ ‘Guilty’ (Wayne/| ‘Time On My Hands,’ ‘You Didn’t Know 








walls and a flight of steps. 





King Orch.) 





the Music’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 





Songwriters on Strike 








(Continued from page 1) 


position, that slight profit must be 
divided two or more ways. This 
estimate is based on sale of 100,009 
sheet music copies, with that the 
present average for hits, in which 
the composer or composers share at 
the rate of 3c per copy. The rest 
comes from the so-called small 
rights, mechanicals, radio, phono- 
graph discs, pictures, etc. 

Due to the steep decline of more 
than {0% in the former big rights, 
or sheet music sales, the small 
rights have superseded the former 
as the music industry's. chief 
source of income. But this applies 
to the publisher mostly, it is 
claimed, with the songwriter still 
drawing his largest share from the 
muchly reduced sheet sales. 


Last week the publishers uncon- 
ditionally rebuffed the composers’ 
proposed Minimum Basic Agree- 


+> 


ment. In the publishers’ official 
opinion, the obvious intent behind 
this appeal-demand by the song- 
writers is for eventual control cof 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, the Com- 
poser-publisher joint organization, 
and indirectly through that chan- 
nel the ultimate control of the small 
rights. 
The Copyright 


More broadly, the composers re- 
quest the return of the copyright 
to them, which if granted will com- 
pletely reverse the music publish- 
ing business’ oldest custom. The 
composers’ right to own the copy- 
right is disputed by the publishers 
in most of their 16-page answer, 
but condensed clearly enough in the 
following paragraph: 


‘The proposed contract is not 
workable. Its provisions are 
revolutionary, extraordinary and 
startling. They are _ ill-consid- 
ered, and if they become opera- 
tive, would make music publish- 
ing unprofitable, impossible and 
impracticable. Commercial rat- 
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| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 
And His SYMPHO-SYNCOPATORS 


Incorporated 
Just finished 20 sensational weeks at Hotel 
Gibson and WLW, Cincinnati, Ohie 


Now En Route Ohio 
Theatres and Ballrooms 


For Open Time Address: 
401 Palace Theatre Bidg., Cincinnati 


JACK CRAWFORD) 


“THE CLOWN PRINCE OF JAZZ” 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Currently Featured at 


GEO. OLSEN’S CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CALIF. 


Direction—Masic Cerp. ef Amer. 











| MAX FISHER | 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
Touring RKO Circuit 


Exclusively WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 








| TED LEWIS | 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
Exclusive Colambia Recording Artist 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Persona) Representative 
i. HAROLD GUMM 


154@ Breadway New Yerk 








ing and bank credits would be 
jeopardized. The publisher would 
be disabled from raising nec- 
essary capital with which to ex- 
ploit songs and carry on the mu- 
sic publishing business. All that 
is given to the publisher under 
the agreement is the bare right to 
print in sheet music form the 
song and its arrangement, and to 
reproduce the same mechanically. 
These are the rights, the returns 
from which are on the decline. 
They are valuable principally as 
an exploitation means to give the 
so-called small rights value and 
importance.’ 

Elsewhere the publishers’ answer 
states: 

‘The performing rights, the radio 
rights, the so-called Erpi and sim- 
ilar rights, are made _ valuable 
through exploitation, publicity and 
advertising by the publisher. The 
popularity of a song is secured at 
the cost of enterprise, organization, 
skill, labor and money, to all of 
which the song-writer contributes 
nothing. He furnishes in a great 
many instances merely a bare mel- 
ody. The publisher has to supply 
an arranger who takes down the 
notes and records them upon the 
lead sheet. The publisher employs 
the arranger to artistically, attrac- 
tively and pleasingly set the work 
so that it may appeal to the popular 
fancy.’ 

The MPPA (publishers) answer 
was composed by its counsel, Na- 
than Burkan, and signed by John 
G. Paine, chairman of the board. It 
turns back every single composer 
demand, each of which sought to 
change practically also business 
methods now prevailing between 
writer and publisher and the music 
business. 


reneral opinion among disinter- 
ested onlookers is that the com- 
posers are entitled to some changes, 
chiefly those that would partially 
atone for the severe decline in song 
writing profits. But the outside im- 
pression also is that the composers 
tried to cover too much ground in 
one stroke. 


Better results might have been 
secured by modification, it is be- 
lieved in. some quarters. This 





shortening of demands for the pur- 


pose of again submitting a new 
basis to the publishers is under 
discussion among the songwriters. 
The only alternative is an organ- 
ized strike that would shake the 
music business from top to bot- 
tom. 

The composers in their fight are 
led by a new name for the music 
field, M. Koenigsburg. This former 
newspaper executive through 25 
years with the Hearst syndicates, 
chiefly with Kings Features, which 
he founded, is familiar with copy- 
right laws and procedure, with this 
the accepted reason for his en- 
gagement by the S.P.A. He is ac- 
ting as its business manager. 

Songwriters 

Leading the songwriters’ fight is 
a contract committee comprising 
Sigmund Romberg, chairman; Ed- 
gar Leslie, Jack Yellen, Bert Kal- 
mar and Ray Henderson. The 
S.P.A.’s membership committee in- 
cludes Irving Berlin, George Meyers, 
Harry Ruby, Joe Young and Rich- 
ard Rogers. Among the S.P.A. mem- 
bers are practically all the first 
line American ccom posers of the day. 
Legal representative of the com- 
posers in this matter is Arthur 
Garfield Hays. 

How the songwriters would earry 
out a strike, in event they decide 
not to try again with modified de- 
mands, has not been revealed, nor 
is any set plan known to have been 
formulated as yet. 

It's now next to impossible to get 
rich writing popular songs. The 
days of 1,000,000 sheet sales are of 
the past and a song that now sells 
-00,000 is considered a miracle. 


Meanwhile, say the publishers, 
their business isn’t so very hot. 
either. 


CBS GETS JARRET 


Art Jarret, singer who recently 
arrived in New York from Chicago, 
has been placed under contract to 
CBS for six months, 

When Jarret first arrived in New 
York two weeks ago CBS gave him 
a few sustaining programs on its 
network without a contract. Both 
NBC and CBS have heen bidding 
for the Chicago singer. 





NEW RULES ON DANCE 
HALLS AND CABARETS 


New York police have issued 
added rules for dance halls and }j-. 
censed cabarets. Principally they 
oblige the places to remain wide 
open during their hours of business, 

Rules are: 





‘A—All parts of licensed premises 
shall be kept accessible to the pub- 
lic and authorized members of the 


Police Department during the times 





that such premises are open for 
business. 

‘B—While premises are open for 
business all entrances and exits 
shall be kept unlocked. No signall- 


ing system of any description shall 
be used at any entrance or exit. 
‘C—An accurate record of the 
names and addresses of all em.- 
ployees shall be kept by the man- 
agement, which record shall at all 
times be accessible to the police. 
‘D—Female entertainers at cab. 
arets shall not be permitted to min«- 
gle and sit with patrons. 
‘E—The provisions of local 


law 

No. 12, with respect to the hours 

that premises are not to be open, 
shall be strictly complied with. 

‘F—No closed booths or other 


contrivances shall be maintained 
which would prevent an immediate 
inspection by the police , 


No Crooks 
‘G—Persons with criminal rec. 
ords, gangsters, racketeers, pros-« 
titutes and the like, shall not be 


permitted to make a rendezvous of 
or remain on the premises. 

‘H—Proprietors shall not sub- 
sidize public hack drivers to induce 
patrons to patronize the establish- 
ment. 

‘I—Proprietors shall. immediately 
report any unlawful or disorderly 
act committed in the premises, or 
the presence therein of any sus- 
picious or questionable character, 
to the Commanding officer of their 
local precinct. 

‘J—The premises shall be main- 
tained in strict compliance with 
law and no disorderly, obscene or 
unmoral conduct shall be permitted. 

‘K—If at any time the license of 
a public dance hall or cabaret shall 
be revoked, at least three months 
shall lapse before another license 
shall be granted. 

‘L—A female attendant must be 
in attendance in the ladies’ room, 
and a male attendant in the gentle- 
men’s room, in a public dance hall 
or cabaret. 

‘M—A copy of these regulations 
together with the certificates and li- 
cense, shall be securely posted in 
a conspicuous place at the main en- 
trance of every public dance hall 
and cabaret.’ 





Diplomats’ Hot Spot 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Washington has a new night club, 
one of the swankiest ever opened, 
the Club Montmartre. It is set in 
the heart of the business district in 
one of the fine old mansions, the 
former Draper palace. It promises 
to be the center of night life for the 
diplomatic corps and official Wash- 
ington. 

La Mae and Alice Louise are act- 
ing as hosts and dancing. Music rs 
by Albert Kamon’s orchestra. Floor 
show features Kathryn Black and 
Kay Gordon. 


N. 0. GARDENS’ SHOW 
New Orleans, Dec. 21. 
New floor show at Surburban 
iardens, night club, with ‘chorus 
of 12’ directed by Marie Petersen. 
Principals are De Carlos and 
Louise, Irene Fiery, Lillian Barnes 
and Henry Busse’s orchestra. 








Hatry Woods, songwriter, back in 
New York after a month in Chicago 
writing with Gus Kahn. 








APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


114 West 6lst Street 


3 and 4 Rooms, $62.50 per month up 


Recently constructed elevator 
building. Convenient to every- 
thing. Electrical refrigeration. 


Apply on premises, or 
WOOD DOLSON CO., Ine. 
Broadway, 72d-73d Sts. ENdicott 2-8900 
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Disc Reviews 


By Bob Landry 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 


MacPHERSON and HUTTON 
Songs and Chatter 
Columbia 2561 

Aimee Semple MacPherson, stand- 
ard headliner on the hallelujah cir- 
euit for years, is now teamed with 
a heftig young tenor, David Hut- 
ton. It’s a step-up for Dave, who 
made the big time and Aimee to- 
— New two-act will probably 
pack ‘em in wherever Leviticus 
isn’t the name of a ship. 

Meanwhile, Columbia 
guaded Aimee and Dave to tell it to 
the folks on a record that can be 
had for 75 cents and is worth it for 
laughs. Columbia’s showmanship 
in producing this choice pancake of 
shellaced wax is on a par with 
Aimee’s in listing her marriage as 


has pur- 


second in importance to winning 
souls. First, she loves winning 
souls; after that, Dave. This keeps 


the act high class. 

On the ‘A’ side Aimee 
ehat irformally about 
partnership, on and off the rostrum. 
On the reverse of the disc they bat 
out a hymn with a dramatic recita- 
tion by Aimee sold for a cargo of 
throbs. 

Aimee shares billing 
(salary divvy unreported) but it’s 
stil Aimee MacPherson and Co. 
She’s just being nice. Dave is a 
fair tenor but no sparkling per- 
sonality—on a disc. She carries the 
act and keeps the answers. Dave 
is the romantic interest and pos- 
sibly a help around the tabernacle. 

When Aimee whammed over that 
number about scandalmongers be- 
ginning ‘You Can Talk About Me to 
My Neighbors, I'll Talk About You 
on My Knees’ she was cleverly 
turning the other cheek while at the 
same time making ammunition out 
of notoriety. She’s facetious about 
the newspapers and their apprecia- 


and Dave 
their new 


with Dave 


tion of her talents in providing 
Zood copy. 

Refrain of that ditty about 
scandal-spreaders runs: ‘They go 
to your house and talk about me; 
they come to my house and talk 
about you.’ Material like that is 


sure-fire for Aimee’s following. It’s 
box office. They eat it up. 
LILY PONS 
Operatic Soprano 
Columbia G-4056 
Miss Pons is sensational on the 


American concert stage with an im- 
mediate favorable sales presump- 
tion on this imported 10-incher 
holding parts one and two of De- 
libes ‘Lakme.’ Orchestra is con- 
ducted by G. Cloez and the waxing 
was done in France. At $1.50 it’s 
an item that will be hard to push 
but easy to get from those who ask 
for it. 


RED McKENZIE 
Baritone Crooner 
Columbia 2556 


Another unknown whose baritone 
Voice, and nothing else, gets him 
etched on the 75-cent platters dur- 
ing the current vogue for mas- 
culinity. Not bad to be sure but 
doubtful value with ‘Just Friends’ 
and ‘Time on My Hands.’ 


PETER VAN STEEDEN 
Dance Music 
Victor 22858 


Fairly catchy dansapation from 
a2 bandsman without reputation. He 
shines by comparison with the ma- 
jority of newcomers now so plenti- 
ful since the mechanicals started 
unloading their name bands and 
faving money on guarantees. Van 
Steeden offers ‘I'll Always Remem- 
ber September’ and ‘I Can Sym- 
Ppathize With You’ with a nice mu- 
sical appreciation. 


LOFNER-HARRIS 
Dance Music 
Victor 22831 


This is pretty bad. Little know}- 
edge of recording seems to have 
been invested on this release. It's 
very perfunctory and very dull. 

St! Francis hotel is billed and 
that presumably means San Fran- 
cisco. A choice band spot which 
Suggests it may be an okay aggre- 
Zation merely showing at bad ad- 
Vantage. ‘Was It Wrong’ and 
‘River, Stay Away From My Door’ 
are tough assignments for inex- 
Perienced recorders. 


GENE KARDOS 

ance Music 
Victor 22865 

Still another musical nonentity 
crashing the big wax works under 
the new slogan that economy is 


king. ‘Freddy the Freshman,’ one 
of gre. inherently  sing-songy 
Rumbers with punchless punch 
lines, is combined with ‘Now’s the 
Time’ 

They make a lot of noise and 
that's ‘ahead all. 
ALBERT SANDLER 

with Sydney Ffoulkes 

iolin, Piano 
Columbia 2570 
wap edantiana’ and ‘Dolores,’ both 
Me ry are much more lively in 
fe aay and tempo than the cus- 

mary chores for wax of tech- 


oe lans, Consequently, there’s a 
Possible appeal for sales outside the 
narrow range of lofty phonophiles. 


— 








MEROFF’S BAND KEPT 
OUT OF PIT BY UNION 


Due to refusal of the New York 
musicians’ union to make an ex- 
ception, Benny Meroff has lost a 
$4,500 New York theatre job. The 
former Chicago m.c. and his band, 
current at the Palace, are consid- 
ered out-of-towners by the union. 


— 





EEE 


| 


Job offered is at the Fox, Brook- | 


lyn, with Meroff wanted to follow 
Abe Lyman into the pit there. 


Union advised Meroff that regular 
stage dates in New York would be 
okay if a local house orchestra is 
not displaced by the booking. Un- 
able to accept the lucrative Fox of- 
fer, Meroff probably will have to go 
over the RKO vaudeville route at 


1 $1,000 less to keep himself and band 
} going. 





| 
i st 


No successor for Lyman at the 
Fox has been chosen. He leaves 
Jan. 1. 


Whiteman’s N.Y. Benefit 
For Idle Musicians; 


Vallee as a Soloist | “ 


Paul Whiteman will give a con- 
cert in New York for the unem- 
ployed musicians on or 


28. Concert will be held in either 
the Metropolitan Opera House or 
Carnegie Hall under auspices of 


NBC. 

Rudy Vallee will be employed as 
a soloist during the concert. Dana 
Suiza, femme composer, will be fea- 
tured with a new concerto she com- 
posed, called the ‘Jazz Concerto.’ 
Whiteman will play during the con- 
cert Ferde Grofe’s ‘Grand Canyon 
Suite.’ 

Whiteman starts his eight-week 
RKO vaudeville tour Jan, 8 in St. 
Louis. He plans to give the concert 
one week after completing this tour 
at Toronto. Whiteman will augment 
his orchestra from 35 to 50 men for 
the concert. 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Whiteman 
were in New York for the major 
portion of last week. Paul spent 
some of his time at the RKO of- 
fices completing arrangements for 
his forthcoming tour of several 
weeks, starting in January. 

The Whiteman orchestra will re- 
ceive $7,500 weekly on the RKO 
time. 

Paul, as before, startled the na- 
tives in the east with his juve pro- 
portions, with the first 60-]b. loss 
now raised to 70. 


Broones Out at M-G 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Indicating a negative reaction 
toward the revival of film musicals, 
Martin Broones, head of Metro's 
music department, was let out last 
weel’. 


Studie 





is maintaining only a 


| skeleton group to handle the little 


work necessary to recordings. 





GUESSING CONTEST 
Oakland, Dee. 21. 
George Gordon, Oakland liquor 
man who has pleaded guilty to con- 
spiracy talks in Federal court 
against others in the jam. Says he 
paid $5,000 cash monthly protection 
to local county man. Court said he 
didn’t have to give man’s name. 


| Wiseacres now betting who man is, 
| ruessers bantering his name about. 


KENT STAYS 


Two weeks’ notice which Witmark 


i; out 


| This 





j 
} 


| 
} 


| 
! 


i song, 


1 
| 


| Johnson, Harry Woods, Kate 
about Feb. | 


| 


iif the 





Getting Hi-Hat 





Hollywood, Dec. 21, 

Willie Raskin, president of 
the Rocky Mountain Songwrit- 
ers’ Association, is now in 
New York. He is reported here 
to have created a new job for 
himself, 

He 


etaare 
SLUUBC. 


is now a free lance 





| late 








COOTS SELLS TO RADIO 
FOR ANOTHER 16 2-37, 


J. Fred Coots 
partner, 


followed his 
Benny Davis, and sold 
of his 16% interest to Davis, 
& Engel to Radio Music. 
was reported as likely last 


nas 


Coots 


week. 

With Coots selling out, 
Engel, a v.p. of Radio Music, is the 
only individual who holds an in- 
terest in the firm. The rest is all 
under control of Radio. 


Harry 





Joe Morris Settles ‘Moon’ 
Suit for Counsel Fees 


of Joe Morris Rob- 
Music, charging the latter’s 
‘When the Moon Comes Over 
lifted from 
been settled 


Suit 


against 


bins’ 


Mountain,’ 

Moon,’ 
it of court. 
Suit was settled directly 

[the writers of ‘Mountain,’ 


| the was 


‘Carolina has 


between 
Howard 
Smith 
and Joe Morris. It was agreed that 
Morris would withdraw the action 
three writers paid off all the 
counsel fees which Joe Morris had 


| incurred. 


Each writer paid one-third of the 
legal costs. 





Stops Coast Musicians 


New York musicians union No. 


| 802 won't permit Sam Coslow, coast 





orchestra leader now east, to bring 
any of his musicians from the coast 
into New York. He is forming an 
entirely new band. 





RUDY’S HOME BOY FETE 
Portland, Me., Dec, 21. 


Portland Lodge of Elks expect 
1,000 at testimonial dinner to Rudy 
Vallee Sunday night Dec. 27 at the 
Eastland Hotel here, Present plans 
are for Rudy to fly from New York 
to Portland. After the dinner, he 
will spend the night at his old home 
in Westbrook, returning by plane to 
New York Monday morning. 

Rudy’s sister, Mrs. Kathryn Len- 
nenville is pianist of the Chopin 
Ensemble who will furnish music 
during the dinner. 





LOWN LEAVING 


Bert Lown’s orchestra has been 
given its notice by the Biltmore 
| Hotel, New York. Lown has been 





save Dave Kent of the professional | 


department, has been rescinded. 
Mrs. Jesse Ball, who received no- 

tice with Kent, is now in the pro- 
‘ram department of NBC. 


Colored Band Remains 


Blue Rhythm Boys held over a 

eond week at the Beacon, WE 
upper Broadway house, and mas 
remain there until after the holi- 
‘ lays. 


goes into the Cotton 
ab Calloway 


Colored bard ; 
Club (Harlem) when C 
arts lis Publix tour. 


in 
| 
| which time he opens 


at that one spot for a number of 
years. 

Notice is either for two or four 
weeks, with Lown going out Jan. 
2 or Jan. 16. 


Reported Ross Gorman’s band 
may follow Lown into the Bilt- 
,. more, 





RENARD DOUBLING 

Jacques Renard orchestra opens 
at the Cafe De La Paix, New York, 
New Year’s Eve. 
Renard will be given three weekly 
broadcasts from the night club in 
addition to his Camel CBS broad- 
asts. 





Ellington’s One-Niters 
Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 
Duke Ellington left here Thurs- 
(17) for a week of one-nighters 
jlancehalls until Christmas at 
at the Fisher 


day 


Detroit. 

After Detroit band goes to Wash- 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
York (latter Publix) on a pic- 


e heuse tour. 


neton, 


‘ 


Leow 


FREEMAN'S CUBAN DATE 


Jerry Freeman's orchestra goes 
jinto the Gran Casino Naciona! 
| Havana, Dee. 24, 

This band leader changed /jii 

name to Freeimnan from Friedman. 


Numerous Members of 802’s Outlaw 
elfare Ass'n Reported on New Board 





'BITNER RESUMES SOLE 





E. F. Pitner with Rocco Vocco 


sole operation of the music house of 
Feist’s. This situation arises with 
| Feist’s wholly divorcing itself from 
| Radio Music, a holding corporation 
Bitner has been the director of 


Feist’s for and throughout the 
illness of its late founder, Leo Feist. 
Listening to the talker call on music 
Feist’s joined Radio Music, with the 


years 





second in command will resume the | 





| 


Carl Fisher firm also, for the pre- 
sumed benefits to be obtained 
through its affiliates, principally 
RKO, NBC and _  Radio-Victor. 
When leaving its individual 

status, the firm of Feist’s was the | 
leader in the popular music field 
Voceo had been the Chicago rep 
| of Feist’s. He was called to New 
| York shortly after the merger with 
| Radio Music, to become one of its 


vice-presidents. 





‘Sirovich Will Pass on 
Copyright Bills While 
Committee's Chairman 


The appointment of Congressman 
William Sirovich (N. Y.) to chair- 
manship of the Patents Committee 
in the House of Representatives, 
promises developments during the 
present session when the matter of 
copyrights, over which the commit- 
tee has jurisdiction, comes up. The 
appointment came as a surprise, 
Sirovich being a junior member of 
the committee. Usually chairman- 
ships follow in the line of seniority. 

Northern Democrats protested the 
original line-up of committee heads, 
which had many Southerners listed 
for those posts. In caucus changes 
were agreed on and the New York 
Congressman was one of the new 
selections. 

At the last congressional session 
Sirovich fought the proposed new 
copyright bill, which the authors 
wanted accepted. It is claimed that 
during his campaign for re-election 
to the present Congress, the Au- 
thors’ League inspired several 
speakers to take the stump against 
Sirovich. 

New Vestal Bills 

Two new Vestal bills are to be 
introduced. One would protect the 
designer of a costume, adv or hat 
the same as a book, song or play. 
The other measure proposes to en- 
tirely rewrite the present copyright 
law. 

A four-cornered fight is indi- 
cated when the new copyright 
measure comes up. The factions are 
the stage producers, authors, com- 
posers and radio. Radio is consid- 
ered the ogre in the copyright sit- 
uation, Last year it sought the right 
to use anything published or in use. 
The radio lobby sat back during 
the committee hearing, coming in 
at the finish and killing off the bill 
through its attempt to make a grab 
of everything. 

Sirovich has been 
several Broadway legit plays 
authored at least one. 

Mack Stark, who left the music 
business over a year ago to pro- 
duce talking shorts, has returned to 
publishing. Al Sherman and Al 
Lewis, songwriters, are associated. 

Shortly after DeSylva, Brown & 
| Henderson boucht the Green & 
| Stept catalog, of which firm Stark 
president, the latter started to 
talking shorts with Ls 





interested in 
and 





|was 
produce yuis 
Simon. 


Back Again! 
Chicago, Dee. 
iilty to violating 
in peddling reprinted 
}song sheets, Joseph Max Stein of 
| Akron, O., was ordered held under 
1 $3,000 bond by U. S. Commissioner 
| 3. D. Nicola. 
| 
i 
} 
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2}. 
Pleading ec the 


opyright law 


offense for 
of $100 on 
in 


second 
drew a tine 
appearance 
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ismVvn nas 


j Jerome, is 


j ter his 


Pen re BA 


in 


OPERATION OF FEIST’S | ion ot atusicians, i reportea to 0 


Mirren ent Association of Local 802, 

»w York, of the American Federa- 
celebrating a victory over the elec- 
ition as officers of the $0 several 
members of the Welfare Association 
or in sympathy with it. The an- 
nual election was held Thursday 
(17) at the 802 offices. 

The following were elected as 
members of the Governing Board 
Frank Chiaffarelli, Richard (Dick) 
McCann, John Miraglia, Wm. Earl 
Richard and Samuel Suber. New 
Trial Board elected consists of: 
Harold R. Basch, J. F. Del Pozo, 
William Feinberg, William Fein- 
blum, Willis (Willie) Fiedle) 
Americo Gentile, Jimmy Lent 
Charles Reader and George Sche¢ 
tor. Elected as delegates to th 
A.F.M. Convention: Henri Conrad 
and Richard (Dick) McMann. Max 


ifrom belief that the Welfare 





Federal | 


collab- 


| money to relieve 


M. Richter 
Central Trades and Labor 


to 
Council. 


was elected delegate 


Welfare Association has for many 
months met opposition from officers 
of 802. Some time ago Ed. Cana- 
van, chairman of the local, issued a 
warning that all members of the 
Welfare Association, then called the 
Welfare League, would be expelled 
from the union. 

Recently the Welfare Association 
retained Arthur Garfield Hays, at- 
torney. The combat between offi- 
cials and the arose 
Asso- 
ciation is a political organization. 
Hays avers the Welfare Association 
was formed for social purposes and 
to do welfare work, such as raising 
unemployed musi- 
cians and will not have anything 
do with union matters. 

On the latter grounds, Hays has 
been combating the fines imposed 
on members of 802 exposed as be- 
longing to the Welfare Association. 


Changed Attitude? 


It is expected a complete change 
may occur regarding the wunion’s 
official attitude toward the Welfare 
Association as a result of the elec- 
tion. Majority of officers elected 
are Welfare members, it is reported. 
Thursday (17) morning the mem- 
bers were so anxious to get full 
representation, they had cars and 
buses roaming up and down Broad- 
day and Seventh avenue to pick up 
all union musicians and take them 
up to vote. 

Ed. Canavan, who has been re- 
garding with the Welfare Associa- 
tion with displeasure, is still fron 
reports undecided as to whether the 
association is strictly sucial or poli- 
tical, It is reported he declared. 
unofficially, that if it is eonstruec- 
tive, the new board will have 100% 
co-operatidn. 


association 


to 





Hartman’s Temporary Stay 





E. S. Hartman, Chicago manager 
for the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, will 
remain '1 New York indefinitely at 
the desk of the late J. C. Rosenthal. 
It will be some time before the 
board of the American Society ap- 
points a successor to Rosenthal. 

At a board meeting Thursday (17) 
it was voted that a formal expres- 
sion of appreciation of the services 
rendered the American Society by 
Rosenthal be drawn up and incor- 
porated in ‘he minutes. It will als 
be sent to Rosenthal’s family. 


Rheumatiz Hits Mills 








who went home with 
an incipient tonsil 
now be laid up a 


Irving Mills, 
what appeared 
trouble, may 
month or so. 
His system became infected and 
rheumatism developed 





POLLOCK LEAVES P. K. 





Bernie Pollock is leaving Phil 
Kornheiser Music this week. 
Pollock was pro. mgr. for ihat 
Sublisher. 
Daniels- Tobias East 
Charles Daniels and Harry To- 





bias, songwriters, have arrived in 
New York from the coast. They) 
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now in charge of the 
Douglas & Gumble 


Ned Miller 
local Donaldson, 
office. 


Charles Berkell is organizing a 


dramatic stock company for In- 
dianapolis. 
Will open Dec. 28, using former 


vaude stand, the old Keith's. 


Howard Barry, chorus vocalizer 





started on sustaining 
over CBS 


Getting two periods weekly. 


programs 


Herb Greenblatt comes from Mil- 
waukee to handle short subjects de- 
partment for local Columbia ex- 
change. ; 

Fox Chicago theatres, now ope- 
rating only the Sheridan, Terminal 
and Midwest, have moved their of- 





Marian & Kathryne 
NEWARK 
Branford (25) 
‘3 Big Figures’ I 

5 Jansleys 
Haline Francis 
Harold Stanton 
Tou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (25) 
‘Hacienda’ I 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordonians 
Adriana 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (25) 
‘5 Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Japs 
Chief Clearsky 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (25) 
*‘T’morr’w’'s Stars’ I 
Bernie & Walker 
Mary Miles 
Wanda Allen 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 





with Irving Aaronson’s’_. band,' fices to the Sheridan theatre. 
RKO UNIT looney dancing and acrobatics for a 
fast finish. 
(Continued from page 33) ‘His Woman’ (Par) on the sheet, 
- te ..| with the usual organ solo, Pathe 
which» means Mrs. tockwell has| News and a too-long overture, fill 
gone into retirement. — Her blond | out. Kaut. 
dancing partner remains, with a o> Ir 
new girl the only change. He used 
to be introduced by the Dr. as his DOWNTOWN, a A. 
brother-in-law, but no more. ‘ ; > 
Rockwell is a vaude vet who je _Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
snatches an audience’s fancy be- Current vaude bill is strong on 


fore the pit leader has parked the 
bow upon finishing the introduction, 
And he holds their attention all the 
way, building and getting strong 
chuckles constantly. He can make 
blue remarks without offending be- 
cause they become humorous in the 
way he says them. 

Just under the vaudeville show 
at the Chester the 12-piece pit or- 
chestra under Dave Teitlebaum’s 
direction contributed a novel over- 
ture that clicked in both a musical 
and comedy way. Following the 
leader’s verbal explanations, the 
crew attempted to show how a pop- 
ular song can live and die in the 
day. This well-done overture came 
in handy and almost succeeded in 
making it a five-act layout. 

Radio’s ‘Bad Company’ the last 
half feature. Friday night's business 
fair with help from a theatre party. 

Bige. 


86TH STREET 


Good vaude in Yorkville this week, 
with every one of the four acts go- 
ing over nicely. Not much business 
Saturday afternoon, but that is 
practically tradition here by now. 
Maybe it'll be better for Saturday 
trade after the New Year, with 
holidays, bad weather and all the 
other alibis on the shelf. 

Whiteside, Anita and Brower 
start the show with a beautifully 
mounted and fast dance and song 
flash. Only three names billed, but 
five people—two femme dancers, a 
male dancer, songstress and pianist 
who vocalizes. All work at high 
pitch and set a tough speed example 
for the rest of the bill. 

Frankie Finn, boy singer, has a 
nice act of songs, handling all with 
ease. The radio imitations of 
Crosby, Columbo and Downey are 
naturals and ought to close the act 
instead of being sandwiched in be- 
tween numbers, with ‘That’s Why 
Darkies Are Born’ to close. 

Al K. Hall and Al K., Jr., is the 
same rough-house act with bur- 
lesque bits as this red-nosed comic 
has been doing for years. That son 
of Al's is growing into quite a per- 
former and will be getting by nicely 
on his own in short order. 

Barto and Mann continue 
rough-house comedy with 


the 
their 
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“PEACH-0’-RENO” 


With BERT WHEELER, 
ROBT. WOOLSEY 
and DOROTHY LEE 
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kids, the feature act being Jackie 
Merkel, four-year-old mentalist, and 
the closing act a flash with 15 
youngsters, a five-piece girl band 
and a quartet of adult male hoof- 
ers. Other acts are Cal Norris and 
his monkeys, Frank and Kay Hart, 
hoofers, and Bobby Gilbert, comic. 
Kids are managing to draw the 
Christmas shoppers and plenty of 
juv trade. Business Thursday, open- 
ing day, was above average. Fea- 
ture, ‘Under Eighteen’ (FN). 

Norris and his monks open 
Monks aren’t so hot but Norris’ 
chatter makes up for the deficiency. 
Animals stilt-walk, turn flips and 
dance. Norris carries on a running 
bit with one of the animals, the 
monk chewing at his leg throughout 
the act. Oke for kids. 

Frank and Kay Hart made a 
satisfactory deuce act. Both hop 
the buck in military and off-rhythm 
tap routines. Miss Hart plays a 
trumpet to Hart’s eccentric slow 
motion dance for the finale. 

Bobby Gilbert next. Gilbert has 
played the Paramount and Warners 
Hollywood before the Downtown 
date. His chatter and fiddle-play- 
ing are unchanged. Opens with the 
pit band, later going to the stage. 
Chatter is mainly an argument with 
the orchestra leader, who plays a 
good straight. 

Jackie Merkel, mentalist (New 
Acts) next to closing. This four- 
year-old is a wizard in his line. 
With his father working in the 
audience, the youngster never 
missed a question and answered 
them all correctly. 

Burton Sisters Revue, with the 
Rose Kiddies, closed. Act is Christ- 
mas Hooray with the Rose aggrega- 
tion getting the lion’s share of the 
results. Youngsters are from a local 
school and solo with taps, adagio, 
acrobatic, toe and Russian dancing. 
Burton Sisters five-piece band is 
behind the kids. Four male adult 
hoofers also. As a holiday show, 
the vaude pleased everyone but was 
particularly aimed at the minors. 

Universal news clips and an E. 
M. Newman Travel-talk round out 
the bill. Call 





Moss’ Flushing House 

B. S. Moss, opening his new the- 
atre in Flushing, L. I., Dee. 24, is 
reported dickering with Manhattan 
Playhouses circuit relative to tak- 
ing the house over for a vaudfilm 
policy. 

The Flushing site was obtained by 
Moss from the Bank of U. 8S. It 
was formerly a market. 
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INTERNATIONALS 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 
SP’G’FI’LD, 
Fox Poli (25) 
*"Mod'n Minstrels’ I 
Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
Page Boys 
Harry Von Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 


MASS. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 34) 





ST. LOUIS 

Fox (25) 
‘Greetings’ I 
Del Chain 
J & H Griffith 
Murray & Moss 
Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collennette Ens 


TOLEDO 
Paramount (25) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
D de Kerekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (25) 
*‘Yesterd’y’s Stars’ I 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 
Hi Tom Ward 
Tom Kelly 
Rice & Cady 
Cho Cho 
Freddie Ward 
Harrison Co 
Alexand’r & Evelyn 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (25) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allen & Canfield 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Limb’rl'gs Edwards 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 
W’RC’'ST’R, MASS. 
Palace (25) 
‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waidman 
Max Co 
Ben Dova 
Paul Olsen 





Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 








WARNER 





ELIZABETH, N. J. 
Ritz 


Ist half (26- 29) 
N C Haines 
Tucker Smith & § 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
Wirth Circus 

2d half (23-25) 
Diaz & Powers 
Bobby Barry 
Bobby Gillette 
Joe Penner 
Wilson Kepple & B 

ELMIRA, N. Y. 

Keeney’s (26) 
Fields & Bell 
Senator Murphy 
(One to fill) 

(19) 
Murray & Morse 
xeo Beatty 
Russian Revels 

ERIE, PA, 
Warner 

Ist half (26-29) 
Busby Co 
Picard’s Snycop’rs 
Senatur Murphy 

2d half (30-1) 
(To filly 

2d half (23-25) 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Y’gst’rs of Y’st’rd’y 

HOBOKEN 
Fabian 

Ist half (26-29) 
Wirth Circus 

2d half (30-1) 


Freda & Palace 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Lavar Bros 
Edwards & Sanford 
Taxie Talks 
H & D Downing 
Georgie Hayes 
JAMAICA, L. I, 
Alden (19) 
Campus Frolics 
Brooks & Felton 
Taxie Talks 
Bobby Gillette 
Joe Penner 
JAM’STOWN, N. Y. 
Palace (26) 
Picard’s Snyc’p’rs 
(19) 
Evers & Greta 
(Two to fill) 


L’WR’NCE, MASS. 
Warner 
Ist half (26-29) 


M & A Clark 
Bobby Pinkus 
Demnati Harl'q’ns 

2d half (30-1) 
Lang & Haley 
Berkoffs 
(One to fill) 

2a hali (23-25) 
Daly Co 
Allyn Co 
(One to fill) 
MIDDLET’WN, 

Capitol (26) 
Chas McNally 
Harry Hines 
(One to fill) 
MONTCLAIR, N. J. 

Montelair 

Ist half (28-30) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Hines 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Gale & Carson 
Huber 

2d half (25-26) 
Barderlang's 
Small’s Co 


cT. 


Caligary Bros ® 


Barbara Simms Co 
Russ Brown 
Georgia Hayes Co 
NEWARK 
Mosque (26) 
3 Aces & Queen 
Bob Albright 
Lewis-Nolte 
3 Sailors 
2 White Flashes 
N’W BRITAIN, CT. 
Strand (26) 
Walter Walters 
Bobby Pinkus 
(One to fill) 
(19) 
Hickey Bros 
Marie & Ann Clark 
Boyle & Della 
NEW HAVEN 
Sherman (26) 
Rubio Sis 
Jerome & Ryan 
Emmy Co 
Baby Rosemarie 
Teddy Joyce Co 
Joe Marks Co 
Van Horn & I 
NEW LONDON 
Garde 
Ist half (26-29) 
Chas McNally 
Lang & Haley 
Berkoffs 
2d half (30-1) 
Mary & Ann Clark 
Melino & Martha 
(One to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Danny Small Co 
Lamb & Bellett 
Bobby Henshaw 
T Monahan Co 
READING 
Astor (26) 
3 French Misses 
3 Gobs 
Taxie Talks 
Bobby Rollins 
Green & Forte 
Verna Hayworth 
SHARON, PA. 
Columbia (25-26) 
Nate Busby Co 
Picard’s Sync'p’tors 
2d half (22-24) 
Loomis & Senna 
Webb & Lane 
Gruber’s Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (26) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Roxy Ens 
Joe Penner 
Michon Bros 
(19) 
Marion Wilkins 
Loma Worth 
Bobby Pinkus 
Trixie Friganza 
WATERBURY 
Strand (26) 
Walter Walters 
Berkoffs 
Melino & Martha 
(Three to 


Rev 


Mardo & Bennett 
Bison City 4 
Teddy Joyce Co 
M’cus & C'lton Co 
WHEELING 
Capitol (26) 
Nate Busby 
(Three to fill) 
(19) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Happy Lawsons 





Crowell & Allen 





London 





ASTORIA 
Brixton 


Bill Cotton's Bd 


Finsbury Park 
8 Black Streaks 
Les Silvas 

2 Singing Boys 


Old Kent Road 
Dorrie Dene 


CARDIFF 
Capitol 

Paul Gray 

Helene 

Penard Boys 


MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Love Boat 








Week Dec. 21 


NEWCASTLE 

Paramount 
‘Pajamaland’ 
Paramount Girls 
J Lawson 4 


VICTORIA 
Palace 

Scott & Whalen 
Freddie Forbes 
Jose Collins 
5 Sherry Bros 
Carr Lynn 
Howard Roger 
Bu & Bu 
Lington Sis 
Arthur Prin¢ 


= 














HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Bivd., at Vine St. (Taft Bldg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 














staff 
feature, 


handling 
Sennett. 
Pitts, 
Macdonald, 
sal. 


original for 


WB. 


Norman Foster, June Clyde, 
Henry Armetta, J. 
‘Cobblestones,’ 


Following assignments were made 
at coast studios last week: 


Eddie Tamblyn, ‘Girl Crazy,’ Ra- 
dio. 

Jean MHersholt, ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
Metro. 

Mary Doran, ‘Little Church 
Mouse,’ WB. 

Ethel Clayton, ‘Hotel Continental,’ 
Tiffany. 

Irving Bacon, Alameda Fowler, 
‘No One Man,’ Par. 

Fritzi Fern, George Lollier, ‘Lost 
Squadron,’ Radio. 

Dave Stafford to direct next Andy 
Clyde comedy, Sennett. 


Scott Darling writing Jack Hoxie 
westerns for Phil Goldstone. 

George Davis, English and French 
versions, ‘One Hour With You,’ 

Jack O’Donnel to work on writing 
Moran 


ar. 


and Mack 
Zasu 
Farrell 
Univer- 


John Bright and Kubec Glasmon 
James Cagney 
completing dialog on ‘Union Depot, 


after 


Zelda Sears writing, Larry Wein« 
garten to produce, ‘Prosperity,’ Mae 
rie Dressler and Polly Moran, 
Meto. 

Sheila Manners, Lloyd Ingraham, 
Earry Woods, Bob Fleming, Ken 
Maynard's ‘Texas Gun Fighter,’ Tife 
fany. 


Gertrude Astor, Jacqueline Wells, 


Del Henderson, Fanny  Cossar, 
Charles Chase comedy starting 
Monday at Roach; Warren Doane. 
directing. 


First for Ann Harding under the 
Radio banner will be ‘Westward 
Passage,’ by Margaret Ayer Barnes, 
which will go into work within 60 
days. 

Next Allied picture 

Fair,’ with Mary Nolan 
Sharp. Script being prepared by 
Hugh Herbert. Chester Franklin 
will direct, starting first week of 
January at Tec-Art. 
Orr has been * appointed 
publicity and advertising man at 
the Carthay Circle, which has 
turned legit with ‘Lysistrata.’ Shane 
Ryan, previous p. a. for the show, 
is out. 


is ‘Vanity 
as Becky 


Troy 








Provincial 








EDINBURGH 

Empire 

Alfredo 

Ristoris 

Harold Walden 

C'’sgrove & W'stw'd 

Ernie Dillon 

Sandy Rowan 

Vera Rudd 

Whaley — H'wsw'h 
LEEDS 
Empire 


Miller & Wilson 





Mayerl & Lotinga 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Chester's Dogs 
Odali Careno 
Varney & Butt 
Chas Higgins 
Rego 2 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Chefalko 
M & H Nesbitt 
Ellis & Low 
Page & Parkes 
Zigfield Girls 





Cabaret Bills | 





Beaux Arts 


Louise De Lara 
Beaux Arts 6 


Central P’rk Casino 


Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 


Fats Waller Bd 

Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Boby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Snakehips Tucker 

Lois Deppe 

Hal Bokay 

3 Sepia Songbirds 

38 Rhythm Kings 
Cotton Club 

Cab Calloway 

Leitha Hill 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M’rd’cai & T 

Bailey & Wilson 

Bernice Short 

Elmer Turner 

Jimmy Baskette 

Bobby Sawyer 

Norman Astwood 

El! Chico 


Manuel Gomez Bd 
Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 

Trio Crillos 

Brito Br'vo C'’nsino 
H'llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 

Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 

Al Katz Orch 


Janssen Hofbrau 
Nat Nazarro Sr 
Karee Mooney & N 
Ramo & Ruth 
Wynne Ralph 


Ambassadeurs 
Edna Mae Morris 
Vaughn Sis 
Effie Burton 
Freddie Villiania 
Al Handler Orch 

Blackhawk 
Doris Robbins 
Herbie Kay Orch 

Cafe de Alex 
Maria Alvarez 
Paco Parafan 
Silvano R Ramos 
Morrelli Sis 
Marti Castillian O; 

Club Alabam 
Gypsy Lenore 
Al Wagener 
Billy Myers 
Elmer Schobel 
Mary Thorne 
Phil Villane 
Germaine LaPier 
Anton Lada Orch 

College Inn 
Blanche & Elliot 
Vivian Janis 
Pat Kennedy 
Ben Bernie Orch 

Colosimos 
Henrique & Peg 
Herbie Vogel 
Elvira Morton 
Chickie Stanley 
Mary Stone 
Jimmy Meo Orch 











NEW YORK CITY 


Marty Beck Orch 


Little Club 
Jack Osterman 
Danny Yates Orch 

Nut Club 
LaBelle Rose 
Nutsy Fagan 
Eton Boys 
Jean Goodner 
Al Parker 
Radio Romeos 
Murray Waxman 
Arthur Wilson 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 
Parker & Babb 
A‘ta Winston 
Frances Mildren 
Mack Owens Orch 


Paramount Grill 
Geo Givot 
Bernard & Rich 
Addie Seamon 
Jimmy Ray 
Robert Dawson 
yold & Raye 


Club Plaza 
Josephine Earl 
Ray Hart 
Patsy Shaw 
Diana Dearing 
Volmer Sis 
Ruth Kidd 
Ray Sis 
Alvin Sis 
Iris Brynes 
Eddie Ashman Or 

Russian Arts 
Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonoff 
Gypsy Markoff 
Paul Haakon 
Balalaika Bd 

Village Barn 
Arthur Rogers 
Riley & Comfort 
Forman Sis 
Barney Grant 
Pa & Ma Grant 
Hollywood Horse 
Josh Medders 
Warren Homier 
Dave Abrams Orch 

Villiage Mill 
Ev'l’'n Nesbit Thaw 
Ernie Goldman 
Lou Springer 


CHICAGO 


Congress Hotel 


La T’va & Beauv’'le 
Virginia Cooper 


Carolyn La Rue 
Paul Specht Orch 
Frolics 


Jack Waldron 
Vercelle Sis 
Myrtle Gordon 
LaFayette & LaV 
Dotty Gulman 
Doris Lenihan 
Ted Cook Orch 


Paramount Club 


Harry Glyn 
Billie Jean Britton 
Connie Cella 


Mae Baxter 
4 Horsemen Orch 
Planet Mars 
Texas Guiman 
Laurette Adams 
Babe Fenton 
Cherie & Tomas 
Irving Sewitt 
Rubaiyat 
Johnny 
Dottie Dale 
Bernice St John 
Harry Linden 
Eddie South Orch 
Terrace Garden 
Barry & De Alba 
Al Russell 
2 Buddies 


ita 
Orch 


Lee 


Radio Reports 


(Continued from page 50) 


over a second chorus told Frank 
Westphal's boys, ‘It’s a wonder you 
guys couldn’t fake a few bars if you 
can't read.’ Following up this line 
of jocular comment they aded that, 
‘According to Ben Bernie, the only 
musicians in town that can read 
music work for Paul Whiteman.’ 
Continuing still further, ‘Remind me 
to cut your salary!’ 

Singing is the principal ingredient 
in the program, but the formula is 
the same as is sometimes still called 
a ‘studio jamboree.’ This is one of 
the oldest and most venerable insti- 
tutions of radio. All of the studio 
regulars are supposed to participate 
and the outside world is merely 
eavesdropping at a gay gathering 
of the stock company. 

Occurring at 2 p.m. the title ‘Early 
Risers Club’ refers te the Saturday 
night whoopee devotees who are 
just then ungumming their eyes and 
feeling their foreheads solicitously, 

Land. 


‘RAISING JUNIOR’ 
Continuous Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
KECA, Los Angeles 

Theme of this ether-dazed lie 
minute period emanating from the 
NBC studios in San Francisco, and 
paid for 4 the Wheatena company, 
is; ‘Have a baby and feed it Wheat- 
ena.’ So tragically obvious and 
bald-faced is this propaganda that 
the program becomes almost a bur 
lesque on radio advertising. 
Reading their lines so painstak- 
ingly that an ideal sound effect 
would have been the crackling of 
paper, the two girls and man who 
played this chapter are three rea- 
sons why people some day will re- 
turn to the stage theatres. 

Starting with a discourse on how 
terrible they felt when Junior was 
ill and how important is the baby's 
diet, the man and wife then sepa- 
rately advise a girl friend of the 
family who is about to be married 
that the only method of obtaining 
domestic happiness is to have a 
baby. She says okay, and the an- 
nouncer asks everybody to send for 
Wheatena’s free booklet, ‘Feeding 
The Baby From Crib to College.’ 

After she’s through college who 
will feed her from college to crib? 

Bang. 





Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Fair 

Samimy Walsh 

Dolly Sterling 

Estelle Fratus 

Nelle Nelson 

4 Abbott Girls 


Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
J & E Torrence 
Rome & Dunn 
Nan Blackstone 
Allison & Fields 
Irving Aaronson O 





Leading and 


The 
Largest 
ACCORDION 


FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory that 
makes anp set of Reed? 
~made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 

277-279 Columbus Ave. 

San Francisco. Cal. 
Free Catalogues 












DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
CHRISTMAS CARDS READY 
15 Cards in Box—$1.00 Postpaid 
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GAVIN DOROTHY KILLED 
~ IN EX-WIFE’S HOUSE 


. Toledo, Dec. 21. 

‘Gavin Dorothy, 51, former. stock 
ator, was shot and killed here in 
a rooming house operated by his 


a 





divorced wife, Bessie Campbell 
known on the stage as Bessie Haw- 
thorne. 

Dorothy is said to have been shot 
py George Davis, who had been liv- 
ing in the same house. He said 
Dorothy had threatened him with 


a gun and that he fired only in self 
defense. Mrs. 
tempted to separate 
was shot in the hand. 

Dorothy is said to have been 
jrate because of Davis living in the 
house... Dorothy had played stock 
all his life and his last bit was in 
Harrisburg, Pa.; last fall. 

His former wife was with the 
Kinsey Bros. She met Dorothy and 
married him 20 years aco. 


Campbell said she at- 


the men and 


Anderson, Ex-Vaude Name, 


Dies as Studio Gateman 


Hollywood, Dee. 21. 
Richard Anderson, onetime vaude 
standard, but for the past three 


years gateman at the Tec-Art stu- 
dio, was found dead in his office at 
the studio gate Dec. 17. 

Anderson for years played in 
vaude and productions with a bur- 
lesque Shakespearean act titled 
“When Caesar Sees Her.’ His wife 
and daughter. appeared with him. 
Three years ago he quit the stage 
and went to Tec-Art as gateman. 

Only a week ago Anderson tried 
out a new act of a similar type for 
Bert Levey and was penciled in at 
Warners theatre for next week. He 
planned to take a three weeks’ va- 
cation from the studio to play some 
local houses. 


Anderson is survived by his | 
daughter, his wife having died 


about three months ago. 





Dies as Cops Question 
Him on Prohib Violations 


Indianapolis, Dee. 21. 


Homer Ingersoll, 58, for many 
years an agent for the Ringling 


Brothers’ shows, died at his home 
While police were questioning him 
as to his alleged infractions of the 
Prohibition law. 

He is survived by his widow, 
three sons and a brother. Interment 
Was at Washington, Ind: 





HARRY A. MAHONEY 


Henry A. Mahoney, 78, who fer 
Many years sang in Gilbert & Sul- 
livan operettas, died last week at 
his home in Somerville, Mass. 

He was hit by an automobile 
three months ago and never fully 
recoveréd from his injuries. Ma- 
honey had been employed at the 
old Keith’s theatre, Boston, for 31 
years. 


_MONTGOMERY BABE DIES 


Ifollywood, Dec. 21. 
Martha Bryan Montgomery, 14- 
month-old daughter of Robert 


Montgomery, pictures, died Dec. 13, 
following an illness of six months. 

Private burial from the home of 
the star. 





Asthma Fatal 
Chicago, Dee. 21, 

Bert Edwards, 46, legit performer 
With the Eskell Gifford dramatic 
stock at the Roseland-State theatre 
here, died suddenly Dec. 11 of asth- 
ma and pleuro-pneumonia. Ed- 
wards had been appearing at the 
theatre daily in spite of his weak- 
ness. 

His widow, known professionally 
48 Lillian Rhodes, survives. Inter- 
ment in Syracuse, N. Y. 





Claudia Dana Dies 

i Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Claudia Dana, 31, former per- 
former and lately owner of a local 
dancing School, died of blood poi- 
soning here on Dec. 16. Poisoning 
set in after a small face wound be- 
came infected. 

Burial in Chicago, 


Cubine Dead at 59 
Kansas City, Dec. 
Cubine, 59, for many 
dramatic road com- 
at his home in Coffey- 
Dec. 14, 


21 

Claude D. . 
years with 
banies, died 
ville, Kans., 


Tom Davis, Producer 
Of ‘Floredora,’ Dead 


Tom Davis, 64, died at his home 
in Tunbridgé Wells, England, Dec. 
15. When manager of the London 
|Gaiety theatre he produced Leslie 
Stuart’s ‘Florodora’ in the late ’90’s 
and other well known musicals. He 
imported DeWolfe Hopper to 
|play in ‘El Capitan’, and was a 
prominent figure in London the- 
atricals for many years, 

Although suffering from ill health, 
he remained until about a 
week his death. 








ilso 


active 
before 


W. H. KELLY DROWNS 
Find Theatre Man’s Body In Canal 
—Coroner Says Suicide 

Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 21. 
Missing from home for nearly a 
week, the body of William H. Kelly, 
55, former owner of the Victoria 
theatre, found in the Barge 
Canal south of here Saturday (19). 
His abandoned nearby 

led to a search of canal waters. 
Coroner David H. Atwater gave 
|}a verdict of suicide while tempor- 
arily insane. Kelly had planned to 
play cards with friends the pre- 
vious Monday night (14), but failed 
| to show up and did not return home. 
| Friends could give no reason for 
suicide as his financial condition 
was believed sound. The Victoria, 





was 


automobile 


which he owned with his brother, 
3ert, was sold two years ago to 
Samuel Tandler. Later it went 


bankrupt and recently was demol- 
ished for a parking station. 





Sydney Morgan, Irish Role 
Player, Dies in London 


London, Dec. 6. 

One of the best-known Irish ac- 
tors of his generation, Sydney Mor- 
gan, died in a London hospital Dec. 
/5 after a short illness. He was 
nearing his sixties. 

More than 20 years ago Mr. Mor- 
|} gan made his first appearance on 
| the London stage in ‘Playboy of the 
Western World’. In all he played 
over 150 parts. Originally studying 
for a, civic engineering post when 
the call of the stage overcame him. 
Some years ago he visited the U. S. 
with the Irish Players. 








ALBERT KUEHL DIES 
Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Albert Kuehl, 54, violinist and 
owner of the music store in the 
Musicians’ Club building, died at 
the Mountain View (Calif.) Sani- 
tarium recently. 

In the German army during the 
world war, Kuehl never fully re- 
covered from poison gas. ’ 





F. L. Sylvester Dead 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Frank L. Sylvester, 63, legit and 
vaude actor, who has been playing 
small parts on the screen, died of a 
heart attack while watching a street 
parade last week. 





Burlesque Member Dies 
Dallas, Dec. 21. 
Ruby Pearce, 26, former member 
of Wilson and Pearce, burlesque 
team, died here. She was working 
in a beauty parlor. 





Father of S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) 
died at his home in Brooklyn, Mon- 
day, 14, at the age of 78. 


William Wilson, 64, orchestra 
leader for many years, died Dec. 
12 at his home in Quincy, Mass. 





Father of Frank Gunn, theatrical 
manager, died recently in the east. 


Newark Leads 





«Continued from page 1) 


with films on a full week, as will 
the Mosque. It leaves the Branford, 
presentations, with the only ex- 


clusive stage policy in town, 


Warners’ entrance into the stage 
i show whirl will make Newark a full 
| week date for 23 vaudeville 
| week, besides the two three 
| vaudeville turns among specialty 
|; pople in the F. & M. units at the 
Branford. 

There is no other downtown sec- 

j tion in the country, including Times 
| Sauare, playing that number of reg- 
ular vaudeville turns at one time. 





acts a 
or 





| And execs admitted football was the 


| ed $55,278 for the 15 day run against 





TEXAS FAIR FOOTBALL 
PROFIT, OPERA IN RED 


Dallas, Dec. 21. 
In spite of tough season, 
state fair announcing profit of $32,- 


064 for 1931. Total gross figured at 
$357,583, offset by nut of $325,519. 





Texas 





best puller. 
‘Three Little Girls,’ as feature at- 
traction, went red for $15,520. Gross- 


$70,799 nut, in which Shuberts fig- 
ured with guarantee of about 56 
grand. 

Most of fair’s profit earned on the | 
inside, as gates showed drop from 
$145,533 (1930) to $113,545. 


Kendall Awaits Trial 


Galveston, Dec. 21. 
Durrell Kendall, 22, also known as | 








Ricks Hill, picture machine oper- | 
lator, is now in jail at Conroe, | 
Tex., awaiting trial for the murder | 


|} of Lou 








| pecunious 


| 


;act 


Sale.’ 


H. Brownlee, minstrel show 
owner, and Mrs. Martha ‘Gypsey’ | 
Smith at New Caney, Tex., recently. 

Kendall claims he killed Brownlee 
end the woman in self defense. 





‘ RKO GETS 2 SOUTH 
Dallas, Dec. 21. 

Orpheum, Memphis, and the Or- 
pheum, New Orleans, have been 
added to the RKO southern division 
under Lem Brown. 

Shift was effected by E. M. 
Glucksman, director of theatres, as 
part of his inspection swing of the 
circuit. 


LA BANQUE NEMO 


(Continued from page 46) 





between Boucher, who is still a 
bank employee, and Charlotte Lyses 
as the wife of his boss. He has suc- 
ceeded in making her his mistress 
in an attempt to further his climb- 
ing propensities, finding her as 
lovingly stupid as she is unattrac- 
tive. The other scene is a. cabinet 
meeting, when every minister, to 
clear himself, tries to put the blame 
on somebody else. Dialog here is the 
worst possible indictment against 
current politicians. 

Acting by Boucher is on a par 
with his work in ‘Sex Faible.’ Every 
other male part is unimportant 
compared to his. The real femme 
role is exceedingly well done by 
Blanche Montel. 

Play looks due for a nice run. 

Mazi. 





Theatre de la Madeleine 


Short Sketches 


Paris, Dec. 10. 
Starring Sacha Guitry and Yvonne Prin- 
temps. Others: Emile Roques, Louis Ker- 
iy, Mme. Aubertin, Mile. J. Ciairjane, 
Pauline Carton, Lucien Brule, George Le- 
maire, Robert Casa, Louis Allibert, J. 
Delubac, 





Show at the Theatre de la Made- 
leine is only a filler, since the 
Guitrys are soon due to leave for a 


tour in Italy. It is made up of 
several small sketches, starring 
either Sacha Guitry or his wife, 
Yvonne Printemps, and is very 


nicely done, as is invariably the 
rule with the Guitry shows. 

First sketch shows Sacha Guitry 
in the character of a French writer 
who lived 100 years ago, and 
Yvonne Printemps in period cos- 
tume as his mistress. This two-act 
sketch is an introduction to an- 
ciher two-act sketch, which had 
never been produced, and had been 
written at the time (1830) by the 
writer impersonated by Guitry. The 


sketch in question, titled ‘La 
Femme du Condamne’ (‘The Con- 
demned Man’s Wife’), shows a 


peasant woman calling on her hus- 
band in jail. He has been sentenced 
to be guillotined within three days. 
She tells him his reprieve has been 


Round the Square 





(Continued from page 36) 


and opens up the snootiest combo store imaginable with a counter for 


| short cating orders. 





Prisoners Appreciate $10,000 Benefit 


‘Variety’ signed by Jack Curry, representing the prisoners 


A letter t 


at the Comstock, N. Y., prison, in part: 
‘We, the inmates of Great Meadow Prison, could not go to Broad- 
way, so the Great White Way came to us. A special train of 11 cars 
got in here the morning of Nov. 29 and before evening we had seen 


a show given for us that left behind enough to keep us talking about 
it for the next 


Please say it 


ten 
was a red letter day for us and 


vears. 


from our hearts we 


thank everyone who contributed toward the greatest time of our 

lives.’ 

This benefit ran for four hours and 20 minutes; it held 35 acts and 
three m. c.’s; the special train carried 182 peonle to Comstock, about 
215 miles from New York, and back again, and the cost of the entire 
affair, $10,000, was borne by two Times Squareites who refused to 
permit their names to be used in connection. 

Willie Moore, manager of his father’s 46th street restaurant, was in 
charge of the benefit, from the New York end and back again. The 


| train carried two diners, with neither closed at any time while moving. 


but 


The Comstock letter attempted to name all of the performers, 
owing to no program having been made up, no names are printed to 
prevent any being slighted Willie Moore says it was the most perfect 
benefit he has ever attended, that all went freely and finely, performing 
the same way, although knowing it was to be a sleeper jump away. Some 
of the troupe returning on the train Sunday night at 11 immediately 
went to the Plaza for the Jewish Federation benefit, given there by 
Eddie Sullivan of the ‘Graphic’ and Anatole Friedland. 

Audience at Comstock counted to 1,700. There were 1,100 prisoners 


and 600 invited locals in the gallery of the prison’s auditorium. 

As some of the performers circulated along the sidelines of the pris- 
oners, some of the latter whispered, ‘Our warden, Jos. H. Wilson, great 
guy.’ 


Hote! Rates Still Coming Down 

Hotels in the theatrical district of New York are reporting a gain in 
rooms rented out each night and on a weekly basis to actors. Conccnsus 
of the hotels is that the latest reduction in rates over a previous cut, 
is pulling the actors back to Times Square. 

Some of the hotels catering to professionals have dropped rates down 
to the point where capacity each night will just pay operating expenses 
with no profit to the owners. Some hotel men say they would like to 
drop still more, but the present high tax rates in Manhattan forbids the 
risk. 

toom that cost $4 per day in good times were cut to $3 and the Jatest 
reduction brings the price to $2. This is double with bath. At present, 
some of the smaller hotels are offering rates to performers that go lower 
than furnished rooms in private homes. The latter spots took away 
plenty of actors from hotels when things got bad along the show front. 


Medicine Show On 6th Ave. 

Last week Kid Canfield, billed as the original Gambler Canfield, 
in one of the 6th avenue stores demonstrating how he became the king 
of fan-tan in Chinatown. The Canfield show is free, but it’s followed by 
a sale of life-giving stuff with the usual hurrah, 

A block away were a white man and a Negro as physical culture mod- 
els with the former taking some brown-colored stuff which he claimed 
kept his system in such perfect hertth he could belay himself with a 
sledge-hammer. At intervals he pounded his tummy with a terrific slap 
of the right. hand. The Negro was exhibited as what the life-saving 
substance could do in keeping bulging muscles bulging. 

The colored man was stripped to the waist. The white man wore the 
regulation gym shirt. 

Not much buying by 
liked the shopping, 


was 


the audience, mainly stag, but the onlookers 


Cops Too Watchful 

Vaude agents, bookers and acts who have been engaging in dice play 
around Times Square are now devoting their spare time to other forms 
of pastiming due to the unusual vigilance of detects. 

Within a few weeks of each other sleuthing squads have dropped into 
different offices in quest of dice shooters. 

An indie vaude agent was sitting in his office when two dicks walked 
in and wanted to know where the crap game was being played. 





Yvonne Printemps sings the song to 
tremendous effect. 

Acting is mostly confined to 
Guitry and Miss Printemps, with 
balance good support whenever re- 
quired. Music by L. Beydts is used 
in the action and between acts and 
is very plé¢asant. 

Business is only fair, due to the 


ishness of an American picture star, 
who wants to buy quickly a villa 
near the Joinville studios. Sketch 
also permits making fun of moving 
pictures, 

This is followed by ‘On The Car- 
riage Box,’ which is presented in 
the folowing manner: Curtain is 
raised and reveals a blackdrop in 


‘one’ with an _  eliptical opening | entertainment being decidedly ritzy, 
about six feet wide and four feet | and attracting high price patronage, 
high, through which a uniformed | leaving the upper balconies empty. 


Mavi. 


LES CENT JOURS 


(‘Hundred Days’) 


coachman and footman are seen at 
the heignt at which they would be 
from the fleor if they were sitting 
on the carriage box. The whole 
sketch is a dialog between the 
coachman and the footman, who are 








; . airs See lay } . 1 11 tableaux. 
st s se o be tz r their Play in three acts an¢ 

first upposed t » be t aking 1€/1 Adapted in. French by Andre Mauprey. 

master and mistress to call en a From the Italian play bv G. Furzano on 

lady, with whom the husband is|a_ seenario by Mussolini. Presented by 


supposed to have an affair, the wife | Gemier at the Nouvel Ambigu, Starring 





rejected, and she wants to say 
coodbye to him, not forgetting to 
take possession of all his belong- 


ings. 

This is followed by a skit on 
operettas. It shows Yvonne Prin- 
temps as a cutie living on other 


peoples’ incomes, to whom four men 
are making love—including an im- 
youngster whom she 
likes, an old nobleman in _ his 
dotage, and two wealthy business 
men. She insists that she must get 
a lot of money, and from the rivals 
they were a minute before, they 
become friends and form a com- 
pany to keep her, dividing her time 
between them. The thing is done 
very cleverly, is very well staged, | 
with nice music, absolutely ridicul- 
ing most operettas, and Yvonne 
Printemps making a stunning ap- 
pearance in a Lanvin ensemble. 
After intermission comes a one- 
sketch titled ‘Bungalow for 
Idea is to show a French- 
man taking advantage of the fool- 


, ° P Gemier. 
insisting on a showdown. ices 


Their master orders that instead 
of paving that call, they drive to a 


French adaptation, for economy 
in production, has been compressed 


jeweler on the rue de la Paix, mean- ete - , 

J =A fans to the limit, staging being exceed- 

ing there will be peace in the me- ingly simple—no battlefields or out 
. . riy S 1 p— pa 731 § J 7 

nage. The prop on which the . I 


doors. 
Gemier, veteran actor, who 
created the part, soon fell sick, and 


coachman and footman are sitting is 
on a swivel, and being turned round 


gives ¢ ry realistic ir ession of}, “ } 

ot gig i ve 5 oan aS le pono i lis replaced by € harlier. Latter has 
» carriace urning ro ‘ hi >| : - 

aS CeiteSe Sees sven » 6°! always impersonated Napoleon in 

in a new direction. This maneuver 


plays, and after playing a ‘subway 


having | circuit’ for a long time, is glad to 


is again repeated when, 


reached their destination, the stage a comeback on the boule- 

coachman and footman are ordered vards. Business middling, with 

to take the carriage home. _ | most of the draw being Mussolini's 
Last sketch titled ‘Chagrin authorship. 

|d'Amour,’ shows Yvonne Printemps Play shows how Napoleon, when 

as a Louis XV period actress re-| he came back from his exile in the 


ceiving various suitors in period 
setting and costume, and ending by 


island of Elba before Waterloo, had 
to put up with the treachery of his 


her singing the well known song,! minister for police, Fouche. There 
‘Chagrin da’ Amour,’ by Morini.| js not exactly a flag finish but 
Whole sketch is just an excuse for] pretty much the same, with Na- 
her to sing that, as is plainly in- | poleon kissing two old grenadiers 

on the bill. since the sketch | of his guard as he 'eaves to go inte 


dicated 
is billed, ‘Chagrin d’' Amour—An Ex- exile just before the final curtain, 
cuse In One Act,’ by Sacha Guitry. Mazt, 


— 
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WONDERFUL GIFT OPPORTUNITIES| 


AT ESPECIALLY LOW PRICES 
ASSEMBLED IN OUR BROADWAY SHOP 


OPEN TILL MIDNIGHT 


THOUSANDS OF CORRECT AND PRACTICAL GiFTS FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


Despite the fact that we have maintained the same high standard of value and exclusive- 
ness of style and character in our Christmas Assortments this year, prices have been 


drastically reduced. 


Even the finest and most captivating articles have been remarked. 


Nowhere will you find a more splendid opportunity to buy truly fine gifts at such 


decided savings. 


A few outstanding values are given, there are countless others, from 


unique novelties to the finest Nat Lewis Purses and every item will surely satisfy. 


SHIRTS 


°2.85 


Formerly $5 & S6 


Famous Nat Lewis custom 
tailored shirts, neat stripes 
and figures, tab and pointed 
collars, madras and broad- 
cloth, Wonderful values. 





























ear 


Rhinestone clips with 
synthethic stones, 
copies of expen- 
sive originals. 
$2.50 





NAT LEWIS 


PURSES 
$7.50 


Exceptional Value 


Smart finger strap, metal trim. 


Very, very new 


Five strand Bracelet, coral or 


pearl $1 Oo 





NECKWEAR 


Formerly $4 


imported French silks. Hand- 
tailored. Also all $5 imported 
. » $2.35. 


ROBES 


FINEST NECKWEAR 
MATERIALS 


*35 


Truly fine robes for gentle- 
men, Lined with heavy satin 
throughout 


neckwear now .. 


HOSIERY 


*1.65 


Formerly $3.50 


Pure silk- ribbed hose, 
linen toe capping in 
each sock. All colors. 


MUFFLERS 


Large size 19” x S56” 
Hand-fringed crepe muffler. 
Outstanding value. 


French crepe muffler with 
hand-rolled edge imported 
direct from Italy eee $10. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Tan capeskin, silk-lined slip-on gloves, $4.50 
Silk suspenders, with stylish gold-plated chain 
ends . . . * e ° + e e e 00 
French linen handkerchiefs, hand-rolled edge, 
hand-embroidered monogram, $5.50 doz. 


Pure silk-ribbed undershirt, extraordinary 
value . ..6 « — oF &.¢ 3. e $1.50 


NAT LEWIS PAJAMAS 


FOR WOMEN 


AT UNUSUALLY LOW PRICES 


Exquisite assortment of Lounging Pajamas and Sleep- 


Pajamas at marvelously low prices. 


Lounging Pajamas from $14.50 upward 
Sleeping Pajamas from $10 upward 


NAT LEWIS HOSIERY — $1.35 per pair 


incomparable in beauty and value — the finesf’to be had 
Gift Boxes from $5 upward 
Gift Bonds Securable for any Amount 


D ic ic W/ f 


incorporated 
Men's and Women's and Theatrical Departments Open Until’Midnight 


1580 BROADWAY AT 47TH STREET 





Coral earrings 
$5 





SHORTS 
*1.65 


Belted and pleated 
back. Fine imported 
shirting materials 


Exceptional volves 





ONLY *5 


For this Personal Name 
Pantie. Fits beautifully, 
A perfect inexpensive 
gift. Embroidered name 
included at this price. 


Astounding 
values in other 
jewels. 
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